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| HETHER they are to be ſupported 

| and maintained ſeparately, or they muſt 

{ſtand or fall together; yet there is ſuch 
a connection betwixt them, and fo many refer- 
ences in the writings of the New Teftament to the 
Old, that it muſt be acknowledged of ſome conſe- 
quence, for profeſſors of religion clearly to under- 
ſtand them both. Eſpecially the moral inſtruction 
which they contain, and which cannot be confidered 
in too great a variety of lights: with the noble 
and ſublime ideas that are interſperſed in thoſe di- 
vine performances, and diſplayed with a peculiar 
beauty and energy in the rapturous ſtrokes of the 
ineſtimable prophet Iſaiah. 

Some difficulty in illuſtrating them, may natu- 
rally be ans d from the difference of ſtyle, and 
diſtance of time in which they were penned ; the 
flux likewiſe of all languages, and the change of 
idioms and cuftoms, with the ſmall remains of 
authentic hiſtory tranſmitted through ſo many ages 

and generations. Therefore, if ſome defects 
and imperfections occur in an endeavour of this. 
kind, the learned and judicious who are always. 
found to be the moſt candid, will not be very ready 
nor ſevere in their animadverſions. They will 
make allowances, however ambitious one might 
be, if able, to entertain their ſuperior taſte, with 
laboured diſquiſitions of a more curious cititiciſm, 
for omiſſions this way in a performance which was. 
principally deſigned for the uſe of families, and 
conſequently adapted ſo as peculiarly to conſult. 
their benefit and leiſure, | 
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The author has ſomething further to intimate by 
way of apology, as to the following work and the 


delay of its publication; that is, a very tedious 


and painful indiſpoſition, whether the ſtone and 


gravel, or an ulcer in the bladder, is not, after 


repeated experiments, determined by thc oentle- 
men of the faculty, that tor ſeveral years paſt he 
has conflicted with, and is not yet exempt from. 
The method of explaining the beſt of books, by 
means of paraphralc, as the molt propabi. for 
general utility, has the ſanction of the celebrated 
Mr. John Locke, who has, himſelf tavoured the 
world with an admired ſpecimen upon ſome of S.. 


Paul's Epiitles : that diſtinguiſhed and illuſtrious 


benefactor to the Re ublic of Letters and >cience, 
had abundant reaſon for wiſhing to confine inter- 
preters of ſcripture by ſome direct and very pr. eiſe 
regulations, from the boundleſs liberties, an W nm 
ſtrangeexcurlions uſed by the fathers and ich Amen; 
who, under the notion of allegoriz ing o tung z 


ing, had dived for, and enlarged on every magi- 


nable ſenſe of paſſages but che molt natural and 
true one: almoſt all meanings, except that which 
was obvious, and therefore the ſacred writer molt 
certainly had in view. Indeed, the nature and qua- 
lities of knowledge, any more than thoſe of liberty, 
were hardly underſtood to any degree, after a lon 
night or dark and monkiſh ignorance, before Nog 
great lights, the Lord Yerulam and Mr. Locke aroſe 
and ſhone on our hemiſphere. 

What ſhould ſeem a little extraordinary, with the 
80 advantages of this our day is, that there are 
nen of confeffed great abilities and literary merit, 
9 nevertheleſs object to an unity of ſenſe in the 
ancient prophecies, and contend for a double mean- 


ing: nor can perceive, that the diſpute is either 
merely 


, 
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merely verbal, or moſt eaſy to be determined by 
analogy: by referring to the text, and the manner 
in which paſſages are abridged and quoted, 

What elſe is moſt plainly intended, but to ex- 
preſs elegantly and emphatically, in the ſtile and 
phraſes that had been uſed to relate events of one 
period at ſome conſiderable diſtance, thoſe of ano- 
ther, which happened nearer to, or directly in a 
man's own time. As an inſtance of beauty or in- 
genuity, to make uſe of the ſame words upon dif- 
ferent occaſions; and thereby communicate clear 
notions of various affairs, as if they had been, and 
which have been miſtaken for completions of pre- 
dictions. 5 

Thus the Paſchal Linn is referred to as an em- 
blematical repreſentation of the laſt ſufferings of 
our dying Saviour. St. f ohn. xix. 3 1. as it ſhould 
ſeem on the ſole account of that ſingle circum- 
ſtance of ſimilitude; that a bone rhereef” Was not to 
be broken. 

Thus the Loxgp Carisr declared, in a manner 
of ex reſſion, that his audience would have 
well enough underſtood, if no preponderating 
biaſſes had been hung on their minds, no wrong 
affections warped their judgments : This day are theſe 
words fulfilled in your ears : not that a direct pro- 
phecy which centered and terminated in himſelf, 
was at that preciſe time, receiving its direct and 
immediate accompliſhment; for, perhaps, the 
greateſt part of the paſſage from whence the words 
are quoted, may not at all refer to him : only the 
Phraſealogy applied, in proclaiming liberty to the 
ewiſh, captives from their miſerable ſtate of Baby- 
loniſh oppreſſion and flavery, might repreſent, in 
_ thole ſtriking images that had formerly denated 


civil vaſſalage, a very different ſpecies of ſervitude; 
and 
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and the deliverance of ſinners, by means of ſtrong 
convictions wrought upon their reaſon and conſci- 
ences, from the dreadful and intolerable chains. 
in which they had long been held by their own luſts 
and vices. | - | 
And thus Rachael's weeping for the want of an 
iſſue, and refuſing to be comforted, becauſe that 
family bleſſing was denied her; is recited in the 
way of aſſimulation, to fignify the bitter lamenta- 
tion of the 1/7ae/:ti/h parents, for their extreme diſ- 
treſs in the cruel maſſacre of their infant offspring, 
by the horrid edict of a jealous Herod. 
May not Mr. V hiſton's Obſervation then be juſtly 
adopted, without becoming anſwerable for all the 
peculiarities of that ingenious Author. 5 
That if prophecies are allowed to have more 
than one event in view at the fame time, we can 
<« never be ſatisfied, but they have as many as any 
< viſionary pleaſes : and ſo inſtead of being capa- 
4 ble of a direct and plain expoſition, to the ſatiſ- 
«* faction of the judicious, will be liable to the 
« fooliſh application of fanciful and enthuſiaſtic 
«© men”. | | 
As to the evidence of the chriſtian faith, it does 
not ſeem to be hereby affected. . 
The baſis ſurely is a ſtable and immoveable one, 
of predictions that are full and clear: miracles 
which demonſtrated the interpoſition of Deity: 
precepts that are heavenly and divine; and a glori- 
ous reſurrection which afforded an entire fatisfac- 
tion to the beſt underſtanding of an impartial fair 
enquirer. Whereas arguments that are weak and 
Not convincing, like the pious frauds of the primi- 
tive times, rather tend to prejudice, than ſerve to 
1 the nobleſt cauſe, the moſt important inte- 
reſt. 
5 T will 
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*T will, I hope, offend none, that I cannot help 
adding my ſincereſt defires, that it might be very 
attentively and ſerioufly conſidered z; whether there 
be not too great a ſimilarity betwixt the degenerate 
times, the prophet has deſcribed, and our own un- 
happy days of a prevailing diſſipation and profli- 
gacy: what is alſo expedient, timely to be regarded, 
in order to prevent the worſt effects of an abſolute 
ruin. | 

What is farther obvious, and worthy of conſide- 
ration in this admirable author, is an infinite ſolici- 
tude to cultivate in the minds of the people, as eſ- 
ſentials of virtue and piety, conſiſtent. and impreſ- 
five ſentiments of God and true religion, who he 
is, and what he hath required. Men may believe 
roo much, take their principles upon truſt, and be 
firmly perſuaded of a thouſand things upon very 
flight grounds : but no good fruit can reaſonably 
be expected, where nothing is believed : but all 
faith is neglected and ridiculed as fond credulity or 
childiſh folly. | 3 

I ſhould be unworthy of their repeated and 
diſtinguiſhed favours, if I concluded without 
acknowledgments of the ſincereſt gratitude for 
the many reſpectable names that do honour to 
my Lift of Subſcribers; and that doubtleſs join 
me in affectionate wiſhes and prayers for ſucceſs to 
this, and every other well-meant endeavour, to pro- 
3 the glory of God, and the good of man- 

ind. 

How far I may be miſtaken, mult be left to the 
zudgment of the impartial public, whom I can 
aſſure it is not in any reſpect deſignedly: never- 
theleſs, if I ſhould prove to have erred, I would 
be open to conviction, and eſteem it a favour to 
be, in the ſpirit of meekneſs, better informed. 

Fallible 
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Fallible man can properly pretend to no more 
than diligence of labour, and an unbiaſſed inte- 
grity of free enquiry : as to theſe, I hope and. 
truſt there will be found no voluntary negligence, 
no unpardonable deficiency. | | 


Maldon, in Eſſex, Auguſt 28, 1776. 
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CHAP, I. SECT. I. 


The prophet Iſaiah's viſion, or extraordinary com- 
munication of divine intelligence. The ſad occa- 
fron. The prevailing degeneracy of the children 
of Iſrael : particularly their extreme diſingenuity 
and ingratitude, impiety, and perverſion, by a 
moſt ſhameleſs hypocriſy. of all the ſolemnities of 
religious worſhip, Ver. 1—16, ” - 


1 i. 1. : Isa. i. 1. 5 

a Re HE portion of ſacred Seer. 1. 

vf Amoz, which he 1 Writ, intended to be il. 

Hark. ſay luſtrated in the following pa- Ia. * f. 
raphraſe 


The inſcription of this ſacred book to the prophet 

Tſaiah was not improbably ſupplied by Ezra, or ſome other 
earned and pious Hraelite, who collected into one volume 

Vol, I. | B ſeveral 
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8 1 dah and Jeruſalem in 
ſion, or certain divine revela- as of Vazich, 


tions, vouchſafed to 1/aiah I Ataz, and 
the | Heze- 


ſeveral works of this kind ; as the account of the death of 
Moſes was at the end of Deuteronomy. N | 
The original, rendered viſion, is derived from a root which 
in that language ſignifies to introduce light into a building by means 
of a window, alfo knowledge into the mind by infiruttion ; and 
to underſtand, comprehend, or contemplate with pleaſure and im- 
provement, A viſion was an extraordinary communication 
of intelligence from the Almighty and Omniſcient Being. 
Ia. xxi. 2, 2 Sam. vii. 4—17. As to the manner and cir- 
cumſtances of this communication, whether it was vouch- 
fafed to the diſtinguiſhed perſon fleeping or waking, in 
words or by ſigns, is not fo material whilft it was attended 
with ſufficient criterions to diſtinguiſh it from the ſpurious 
pretences of deceivers and impoſtors ; as the ingenious and 
| Sw Dr. Hurd hath obſerved concerning prophecy. Pro- 
phecy, ſays that elegant and ſenſible writer, in the ve 
idea of that term, at leaft in the ſcriptural idea of it, im- 
plies the divine agency, and that exerted not merely in giv- 
ing the faculty itſelf, but in directing all its operations: he 
all, which is well worth noting, Prophecy muſt be its own 
interpreter—we are to take our ideas of what prophecy 
thould be from what in fact we find it to have been. 
| Dr. Hurd on Prophecy, p. 3. & 26. 
Iſaiah ſignifies the Lord will ſave, or 7 57s is of 
the Lord: he is ſaid to be the ſon, not of Amots, but of 
one Hamos, of whom there are no records tranſmitted ; 
nor does it appear, though the Rabbis report and ſeem 
to believe it, that he was of royal progeny, and either 
father-in-law or brother to a king. He is reckoned to have 
been cotemporary with Heſea, Joel, and Amoz ; and to have 
Iived under four ſucceſſive reigns, though not to have com- 
pheates the full term of their years ; nor to have prolonged 
bis days to that of Manaſſeh, therefore not to have been ſawn 
aſunder by order of that bloody and cruel prince, for thoſe 
ſtrong expreſſions, chap. i. Io. and becauſe he reported that 
he ſaw the Lord, whoſe face Moſes could not behold. 
His age was probably near ninety when he died, which 
happened about the year of the world 3192, and before the 
nativity 756. Euſeb. Chron, p. 197, Herbel, Bib. Orient. 
500 & ſeg. ſub titulo Iſchaia, | | 


Book of IS AIAR. 


Judas. Preſſed in as ſtrong and lively 


characters on his enlarged 


mind, as if he had beheld the 


whole ſeries of events with his 
bodily eyes, therefore could 
have no room to doubt its au- 
thenticity. Hiſtorical accounts 
of other nations are intermix- 
ed, but it principally concerns 
the manners and circumſtances 

of Judah and Jeruſalem; and was 
declared and recorded during 
the ſucceſſive lives and reigns 
of four of their monarchs, 


viz. Uzziah, Jotbam, Ahaz, 


and Hezekiah. 


2. b Hear, O hea- I cannot - introduce affairs 2 


vens, and give ear, that fo greatly affect and con- 


O earth; forthe Lord 
hath ſpoken, I have Cern me, ſays the prophet, 


nouriſhedand brought without expreſſions of the ut- 
up Ane moſt 


b The Chaldee paraphraſe gives the exordium or apoſtrophe, 
which is ſudden and rapturous, grand and magnificent, a 
reference to the promulgation of the law from mount Sinai, 
as follows, Hear, O heavens, which were moved when I gave 


my law to my people; and hearken, O earth, which trembleft 


at the face of my word, which the Lord ſpoke, Parallel places 
Deut. xxxii. 1. Ferem, ii. 12. ME 
Nouriſhed and brought up, expreſſions taken from the at- 
tention and anxiety of parents for the ſafety and welfare of 
their offspring, and beautifully and emphatically repreſenting 
the peculiar care of Heaven and Providence for the children 
of Iſrael, in all the gradations of their national character and 
circumſtances, from the infancy of their ſtate to its great- 
eſt maturity and perfection: indeed the original denotes 
both preſervation and promotion, therefore is properly ren- 
dered by the vulg. Filios enutrivi et exaltavi; and the Ixx. 
Alios genui et exaltavi, the Arab, alſo, as it is tranſlated, 
«filios genui et cvexi, | 


3 


Hezekiah, kings of the ſon of Amoz: and im- Sgr. 1. 
f — 
Iſa. i. I. 


4 


— 
1ſa, 1. 2, 


Alighted mine authority, and 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


SECT, 1. moſt aſtoniſhment, and do up children, and they 


require your attention, O ye —_ rebelled again 
exalted heavens, and, thou | 
ſpacious earth, all thine ears 

to liſten ; ſor the Maker and 

Lord of the univerſe * hath 

uttered his all-alarming voice, 

and, in ſo many words, re- 


monſtrated, ſaying, The moſt 


affectionate earthly parent ne- 
ver ſhewed a tenderer care, and 
more unremitted endeavour for 
the welfare of his offspring, 
than I have done to preſerve 
and improve, protect and ad- 
vance my ſons and daughters, 
the ſeed of Jacob; who, in re- 
turn for all my favours, have 


knowingly and voluntarily 


diſobeyed my laws. | 
41 | 3 


The ſubordinate, but bet- 3-,© The ox know. 


; | . eth his owner, and 
ter guidance of brutal in- the aſs his maſter's 


ſtinct. > ib; 


© The ox, &c. ſtrong and moving images, taken from the 
inſtinct of animals remarkable for theirheavineſsand ſtupidity, 
to reproach the ſelect tribes for their negle or abuſe of their 
higher intellectual powers. Thus Alan hath obſerved that 
Plato called Ariftotle a mule. Mulus enim cum ſaturatus eff 
lacte, matrem calcibus petit, If it be true of this animal, that 
when it is full of ber milk, it kicks its dam with its heels : 
may it not be remarked, that it is perhaps, the only brute 
that it is ungrateful ; that it is an unnatural production, 
and that it does not propagate its ſpecies. Ingratitude, how- 
ever, ſeems the meaneſt of all vices: Licurgus reckoned it 
2a prodigy, and out of the courſe of nature, therefore 
enacted no law againſt ungrateful perſons, ſuppoſing ſurely ' 


that none could bind them, who could forget benefits, 


However 


Book ef IS ALA. F 
crib; but Tſrae] doth ſtinct, truly reproaches theſe Sz er. 1. 
not enow; mypPeope intelligent but unthinking . J 
or confder. creatures: the witleſs ox az. 

fords tokens to the utmoſt 

that he is capable, of a grate- 

ful ſenſe to the provident 

owner, for his conſtant ſup- 

plies: the ſtupid aſs, by a 

viſible pleaſure in his aſpect 

and motions, diſtinguiſhes 

from a ſtranger, the humane 

kind maſter, who daily reple- 

niſhes his crib or rack: not ſo 

the deſcendants of my ſervant 

Tfrael: they know me not to 

any effect, their ſupporter and 

guardian: my people, beloved 

and ſelected, to defend and 

maintain mine ineſtimable in- 

tereſt of piety and virtue, ba- 

lance not matters, form not 

proper judgments, nor mani- 

feſt in their actions a becom- 

ing ſobriety and ſteadineſs. 
4. _ __ nation, One cannot behold, without4 
in peope td of pointing at ſuch diſgraces to 


iniquity, a ſeed of 
1 evil human 


However fo much indulgence, and ſuch ſtrange ingratltude, 
ſo provokes the prophet, as to excite his amazement, and 
throw him into a tranſport of paſſion, that he imagines the 
moſt ſenſeleſs creatures tobe judges of ſuch unnatural behaviour. 

d Ah finful nation, &c. An expoſtulation or remonſtrance 
truly admirable for beauty, propriety, and a moſt ſtriking 
energy, ah! expreſſive of ſurprize, wonder, horror; that 
the actions of this people were ſo diſſonant from the cha- 
racter they pretended to, and the profeſſions they made: 


gie holy and peculiar people, that they were a /inful nation, de- 
: Y and peculiar people, V finfe 2 


6 A PARAPHRASE on the 
Sx or. 1. human nature, whoſe cha- evil doers, children 
GW rater and behaviour are ſo * are corrupters, 
Iſa. i. 4. eden every thing they have forſaken 
the Lord, they have 
you pretend to; and who provoked the holy 
have, oh! infatuated nation, one of Ifracl unto 
departed from all the ways of ET oe 
-wildom and true pleaſure, per- 
fection and happineſs: oh! 
wretched people, who are op- 
preſſed with the heavieſt burd- 
en of your follies and vices : 
as if they had originated from 
an evil ftock, or been pro- 
duced from contaminated ſeed, 
they are a generation who con- 
found all moral differences: 
froward children, who not 
content to be wicked them- 
ſelves, commence tempters 
and ſeducers; and appear in- 
inflamed with bigottry and the 
maddeſt zeal to diffuſe the 
dire contagion, As utterly un- 
becoming them, they have 
withdrawn all regard to the 
ſovereign ſpirit and his ys 
Nera ol 


feendants From faiilful Abraham ; a ſeed of evil drers ; fins 
— ; 8 wh are corrupters, = ON enallage, = or 
change of perſon, gives uncommon force, as if turning his 
diſcourſe from them to a third perſon, and ſaying, I pity, 
yet cannot but deſpiſe them; zhey have alienated their affecti- 
ons from me, and gone away batkward, A reference, as 
ſome think, to obſtinate children that turn their backs of 
their parents; or refractory ſervants, that fly witli paſſion 
and diſdain from the preſence of their maſters. Some under- 
ſtand the phraſe as an alluſion to reſty jades, who the more 
they are driven, the more they go backward, | 
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—— 


of virtue; they have yet gone Sr er. 1. 


further, and treated with in- 1 
finite indignity the moſt illu.- F. 
trious character in the uni- 
verſe: even his, whoſe ſanc- 
tuary is placed, and whoſe 
rites of homage are perform- 
ed amongſt them; whoſe: ſa- 
- cred name therefore ought 
never to be mentioned with- 
out the utmoſt reſpect and 
veneration: ſubverſive of my 
very deſign, honourably to 
diſtinguiſh them, as lights to 
the world, they have moſt 
ſhamefully ſeparated them- 
ſelves to the darkneſs of ido- 
latrous profanations; and a 
conſequent total diſſolution 
of manners: which, moreover, 
hardly leaves ground of hope 
that they will ever be re- 
claimed; they have flighted 
my diſpleaſure, been deaf to 
my repeated calls, and turned 
their backs on my moſt awak- 
ening remonſtrances : indeed, 
grown worſe, and more hard- 
ened by all thoſe expedients 
that were intended to reform 
them. | | N 
ge Why ſhould ye So many corrections and; 
de ſtricken any more? wholeſome ſeverites have been 
1 already 


e Why ſhould ye be flricken, &c, the original, rendered why, 
; y /h ftricken, g1nal, 60 ifs 


— — — — — —— 
* 
* 


Ward = —_ — 
—— — —— .fr: Tk( —. 


| 
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— 
IIa. i. 5. 


A PAARATHRASE on the | 
SECT. 1. already tried in vain, that ye will revolt more 


3 and more, the whole 
the enquiry is not unnatural 5d is fick, and the 


in what part, or to what hole heart faint; 
purpoſe ſhall J further afflict wa 
or diſtreſs you ? all the ſtores 

of vengeance, that did not 


_ utterly exterminate, were they 


to be exhauſted, would leave 
your apoſtrate diſpoſitions and 
abandoned vile tempers in the 
fame wretched ſtate in which 
they found them. As itis with 
the natural body, when every 
part of the head is moſt vio- 
6:4 lently 


ſgnifies alſo where or in what part : ſimilar to that of the 
Latin poet, a . | 

Non habet in vobis jam nova plaga Locum, Ovid. 
Great and ſhocking devaſtations had been made by Tiglath 


Pilezer in Fotham's days, 2. Kings xv. 29. By Rezin, king of 


Syria, and Pekah king of Iſrael under Ahaz's reign, 2. King's, 
xvi. 5. By the Philiftines, 2. Chron, xxviil. 17. and by the 
2 during Hezekialls time, 2. Kings, xviii. 9g. 13. 
Amok. i. 1. Zech. iv. 5. Joel. i. and ii. mention is alſo 
made of ſome moſt dreadful judgments, an earthquake, de- 
ſtruction by locuſts, calamity of fire, great drought : terrible 
flames fallen down from Heaven, whereby cities were over- 
thrown, as in former days Sadom and Gomorrah were. Mi- 
chaelis in his notes on the Hebrew Bible, renders what fury 
or madneſs is there in you, that you proceed in evil? and ſome 
underſtand the m_ expreſſions, as if the people had ſaid; 
we have already ſuffered all that can well be inflited ; how- 
ever we provoke, it can be no worſe with us : in this they 
might prove miſtaken, and that they were mad indeed to give 
way to ſuch ſuggeſtions : the plain ſenſe is, that 56 were 
moſt obſtinate and incorrigible in their follies and vices. 
However, it is very obſervable, in the days of Ahaz, that 
neither judgments nor mercies produced any good effect. That 
in the timè ¶ his diſtreſs, lie did treſpaſs yet more againſt the 
Lord. 2. Chron. xxvlii. 2, Purifying, &c. in the original dg. 
nifies 
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waſted and gone, a diſſolution 


of the frame may hourly be ex- 


ferent members of your body 
poltick, and epidemical vices; 
they are hurrying you by the 
moſt rapid ſteps of a prevail - 
ing wickedneſs to an entire 

alahaqcd irretrievable deſtruction; 

5. From the ſole 

i foot even unto. caſe, from a violent hoſtile 

e head, there is no : | 
ſoundneſs in it; but blow, dreadful diſaſter, or 
wounds and bruiſes contagious diſeaſe, all the or- 


and putrify ing ſores: gans and members are ener- 
they have not been 
cloſed, ne itherfbound 3 
neither molified with ſtrength remaining; only 
ointment. | - from the reite- 

| rated ſtrokes of a cruel ſin ter; 


livid marks where the blood 


and humors are coagulated, and 
inflamed ulcers that threaten 
a mortification: the danger is 
ſtill enhanced, that whatever 
expedients 1 may have uſed, 
you yourſelves have applied 
no remedies ; no proper clean- 


difies to be morft with corruft matter, as a ſore upon the body; 


or as the bone of a beaſt not quite dry, but having ſome re- 


mains upon it of putrid fleſh. 2 
f Bound, &c. from a radix ſignifying to bind, tie up, or 
gird; referred here, to repairing, 5 T's „or ſetting to 


Tights matters that are wrong and out of order, decayed, or 
'declined in a family, ſtate, or government. Thus Fob 


xxXiv. 17. Shall even he that hateth right, bind up or rectify 
diſorders in government. | as ET 


Vor. I. > - Gngs 


lently pained, and the whole Scr. 
heart, vigour, and ſpirits are: 


pected; fo it is with the dif- 


In the above deplorables 


vated, and no health or 


9 


I. 


— : 
* 


a, i. 5. 


10 


SECT. 1. ſings and dreſſings; no ban- 


bers dages 'to ſtre en the weak © 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


and ſhattered limbs; no oint- 

ment to mollify the parched 

and ſhrivelled muſcles and 2 
membranes. The application, | 

O unwiſe people, 1s eaſy; and 


the emblem, you muſt con- 


feſs, not more ſtriking, than 
the repreſentation is juſt, that 
it gives of your forlorn eſ- 
tate. 


7 - The moſt diſmal ſcenes of 7. Your country 


is deſolate, your 


a dreary deſart preſent them- cities tre burnt with 


ſelves, as ſoon as you OPEN fire; your land ftran- 


them, to your aſtoniſned gers devour it in your 


: | * preſence, and it 7s 
eyes, in the large tracts of Provence» © 1 


your late well cultivated and thrown by ſtrangers. 


inhabited country: and as for 
your once rich and flouriſh- 
ing towns, as if ſcorched with 
a burning eaſt-wind, or blaſt- 
ed by the, forked bolts of 
winged lightning, repeated 
conflagrations have reduced 
them to heaps of ruin and 
aſhes : foreigners, before your 
faces, poſſeſs and conſume, 
* as 


g Overthrown by ftrangers, the learned profeſſor Schultens, 
ſuppoſes the original word may be the ſingular from one 
that ſhould be rendered, not ftrangers, but torrent or inun- 
dation falling with rapidity from adjacent mountains, and 


e e all before it. Fob. xxiv, 8. Jai. xxiv. 4. 


Inumdations ſometimes doubtleſs make great havock ; and 
ſtrangers not much leſs devaſtation, who expect no future 
advantage from a conquered country, | 


| Book of I8atam N 
as their lawful property, your SE Or. 1. 


8. And the daugh- 
ter of Zion is left as 
a cottage in a vine- 


yard; as a lodge in 


a garden of cucumb- 


ers; as a beſieged city, 


paſtures, corn - helds, 


wn, by the undiſtinguiſh- 
ing ravages of barbarian plun- 
derers, or the overwhelming 


torrents of a ſudden and vio- 


lent inundation. ee 
AL Your ' boaſt and pride, even 
Mount Zion and the city Je- 


* 


vineyards, they are abſolutely 
ſpoiled, as if turned upſide 


ruſalem, not long ago like ; 


ſome celebrated beauty, fam- 
ed throughout the world 


for charms and admirers, 


now bears the ſtrongeſt 


marks of a total direlicti- 
on; and is properly com- 
pared to a ſmall cottage, in 


a a wide extended vineyard, af- 


ter. the grapes are gathered 
and its ſhelter no longer 
wanted: or a ſolitary lodge 


in a large and open garden 


of cucumbers: there is no 


more going out and coming 


in for the purpoſes of worſhip 
and ſervice, policy and civil 


government, traffic and com- 


merce, than in a town cloſe- 


9. Except the Lord 
of Nos Lad left us 


a very TION 


ly beſieged, and totally a- 


bandoned, except by the 


: pr who are left to de- 
fend it to the lait extremity. 


At certain conjunctures 
our recovery has been actual- 
CODY TY "IY 


nt 


x 
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A PARAPHRASE in the 


Sg er. 1. Iy deſpaired of, neither would h a very ſmall rem: 


there have been any remains 


nant, we ſhould have 
been as Sodam, and 


IIa. i. 9. of us at all, but from an Xx we ſhould have been 


traordinary interpoſition of like unto Gomorrah, 


Drvine Providence, that hath 
reſerved a very inconſider- 
able number : otherwiſe our 
fate had been fixed, and 
our utter and irretrievable - 
ſubverſion reſembled - the 
"dreadful furprize and total 


overthrow of Sodom and Go- 


morrah. 


70 The ſimilitude is glaring, 10. 1 Hear die 
as to their manners and cha- 


word of the Lord, 


| a : e rulers of Sodom 
racters, betwixt that incor- [2h ear unto the law 


rigible horrid generation and of our God, ye peo- 


our own unhappy governors Ple of Gomorrah, 
and people ; therefore I do ö 


addreſs you, my countrymen, 


with 


Ow very ſmall remnant, filed Rom, ix. 29. a feed, allud - 
ing to the huſhandman, who, tho he diſpoſes of the greateſt 
part of his crop, yet reſerves a ſufficient quantity A ſeed 


to ſow his land in the enſuing ſpring, againſt another harveſt, 


i Hear the word, &c. A capital puniſhment is ſaid to 


have been inflicted on the prophet for theſe ſtrong remon- 
- ſtrances ; this has not been proved, yet this high charge pro- 
perly enough introduces the following: verſes; which ſhew 


with what contempt and abharrence, ſacrifices and folemni- 
ties of worſhip may juſtly be treated, when they are ſepa- 


rated from moral righteouſneſs : how natural and eaſy, yet 
how ſtriking and emphatical the gradation ? To what pur- 
Foſe, &c. — who hath oy Mag — bring uo more I cannot 


Withe=my ſoul hateth — I am weary to bear — I will hide mine 
eyes— I will not hear, &c. The ſecular views of a ſordid 
vile hypocriſy ſpoiled them ; and the feet of ſuch mockers 


af God might be reckoned almoſt to defile the very pave- 
ment of the court where they trod. 


/ 
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with the ſame honeſt freedom Sne 


I ſhould have taken if my 
miſſion had been appointed 


to thoſe reproaches of all hu- 


manity; to conſider what 
laws have been promulgated, 
what awful meſſages ſent to 


11, To what pur- 
poſe 7s the multitude 
of your © ſacrifices 
unto me ſaith the 
Lord? J am full of 
the burnt offerings 

of rams, and thek fat 
of fed beaft, and I 


delight not in the 


blood of bullocks, or 
of lambs, or of he- 
goats, 


you, and from whom; and. 


how you have behaved to 
them. | 


The poſitive inſtitutions 111 


have enjoined by my ſervant 
Moſes, ſaith the Lord, to car- 
ry your moral obedience to 


nee perfection, and pre- 


ſerve you from the evil com- 


munications of ſurrounding 
idolaters; what uſe or end of 
my honour or your advans 


tage, can the moſt expen- 


five of them, and mutiplied 


ſacrifices anſwer, excluſive of 


theſe? I am really ſatiated 


with the great abundance of 
your bleating rams for burnt- 


offerings, with the ſmoking 


fat of ſtall-fed cattle; I can 
have no pleaſure in the blood 


of bullocks, lambs, or he- 


ever 


obtain my favour, with what- 


k Fat, &c, The fat and blood in all facrifices, no doubt 
for ſufficient reaſons with reſpe& to the children of Iſrael, 
| Whoſe natural conſtitutions, or ſome heathen cuſtom might 
forbid their uſe of them, were particularly ſet apart far-the 


Deity, ; 


goats, ſhed on mine altar to 


* 


* 
= 

: 
T. 1* 


ſa, i. 10. 


14 
'Sxer. 1. ever ſeeming deference, by 


* 


A PARAPHBRASE on the | 


ungodly ſinners, _ *, 


Aa * 12. When you ſhall have 1 jour- 12. When e come 


neyed from diſtant. parts of to appear before me, 


who hath required 
your country, and are ready this at your Ss to 


to perform ſolemnities of wor- tread my courts ? 
«ſhip, I ſhall rebuke yo r pre- 
ſumption ; and with the fol- 


loving ſtern interrogatories 


ſhall peremptorily command 
you to deſiſt from the ſervice : 
What warrant, - unhallowed 
people, have you to engage 


In ſacred offices? Who hath 


required you, diſſembling hy- 
Poscrites, to profeſs religion, 
and, an impious generation, 
enter courts where the name 
2. the moſt high God is to 

be the treated with the utmoſt 
reverence ? ? 


* They have long ceaſed to 13. Bring no more 


th vain 1 oblations, in- 
Auſcker my Ate ere- cenſe is an abomi- 
| fore | nation 


1 Oblations. Fgnify, the meat and drink offerings, which 


were ſometimes preſented alone, ſometimes as additional 
to their ſacrifices. Lev. ii. 1. New-moons were annual feaſts 


+. 


appointed to be kept at certain changes of that leſſer light; 


das the paſſover, tecgſt, and feaſts of tabernacles. Calling of 
Aſſemblies, thoſe to be obſerved upon eſpecial ns, as 
| 1 Fast, of which the prophet- Foel ſpeaks, Chap. 1. 


they made about, an 
formalities, Ak Yep truth and fi incerity, the more odi- 


were proclaimed by ſound of trumpet, that the 3 


might prepare themſelves; therefore are called holy convoca- 


tions and ſolemn meetings. Lev. xxiii. The greater parade 
Fo fuller confidence placed in theſe 


. -ous and. deteſtable they were. If 75 iniquity, i, e. external 


4 


dexotion 1 no, better then a cloak or vizot to hide - 
| Ward 


* 


„„ 
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ſabbaths, the calling e . „ 
of aſſemblies I cannot Off bringing to my temple, 


away with, 7s is ini- the unmeaning vanities of 


quity even the ſolemn meat and drink offerings: the 


meeting. invigorating fragrance of your” 


odoriferous gums are offen- 


ſive to my noſtrils as an un- 
clean thing: the feſtivals ce- 


lebrated at the return of tlie 
new moons; the ſabbaths for 
the teſt of man and beaſt from 
all kind of ſervile labour in 
commemoration of the world's 


wonderful production; the 


aſſembling the People by re- 
peated ſounds of echoing 
_ trumpets for ſocial homage, 


in the manner this homage is 


conducted is ſuch an horrid per- 
verſion or vile proſtitution of 
my ſanctuary, as I cannot en- 
dure with any patience: the 


moſt awful occaſions and ſo- 
n | lemneſt 


ward wickednefs, or ſkreen habitual wiltful diſobedience 3 


therefore, by a beautiful figure of ſpeech, may itſelf be properly 


ſtyled . wickedneſs, &c. The radix in the original 185 
nifies evil, trouble, miſchief, vanity, vexation, with reſp 


to the nature and confequence of fin; particularly the greateſt 
crime of a vile idolatry, and e to the ſolid good and 
laſting advantage, which flow fre 
Fer. x. 2. is denoted as in the text, a ſolemn meeting of 
wicked men, who profefs religion, and attend upon its 


om virtue and true religion. 


m Though the firſt day of every month was holy to 
the Lord, and thoſe called prohibition days, See Numb. 
Xxviii, 11, 14. Levit. Xxlil, 36. 16. 


offices; and practice villany. 
m 


Ila. i. 


| 1 5 
nation unto me, the fore, it is my determinate re- Sgr. 1. 
new moons and m ſolution, that you ſhall leave TIS 


A PARAPHRASE on ths 


Szcr. i. lemneſt appearances with theſe 


C 


Iſa, L 13. ed, ſinful in their nature, and 


14 Owing to your internal pro- 


Is 


circumſtances are really ſpoil- 
ruinous in their conſequences, | 


fanation, or criminal prevari- 
cation with my laws of virtue, 
and piety, I am altogether 
indifferent to, and regardleſs 
of your moſt ſpecious per- 
formances at the new moons 
and feaſts, which I have tru- 
ly inſtituted, but not for the 
ends you only anſwer by 


14. Your new 
moons and your ap- 
ointed feaſts, my 
oul hateth; they are 
a trouble unto me, 
I am weary to n bear 
them, 


them: they are, ſa long as 
they ſerve no better purpoſes, 


a kind of painful labour 


which thoroughly - fatigues 


me, as if conflicting with 


fome grievous and intolerable 


burden, my ſtrength and ſpi- 


rits are exhauſted to ſupport 


under them. 12 255 
Be you farther aſſured, that 


as often as you ſhew, even 


the warmeſt zeal of ſpread- 


forth or up- lifted hands in 
ſupplications along with your 
immoral lives, ſo often will I 

„ ox +1. OT. 


hands, 


t. And when ye 
ſpread forth your 
I will hide 
mine eyes from you ; 
yea when you make 
many prayers, I will 


not hear; your hands 


are full of k blood. 


n Bear, &c, in the ori inal; fignifies to lift up, to carry, 


to endure with patience what is ungrateful and diſtreſſing. 
Deut. i. 12. Fob. xxi. 3. Pſal. 41. 12. 


Thus the ſupreme 


Majeſty is repreſented as endued with a ſoul, with its paſ- 
fins, and the actions of love or hatred, and deteſtation ap- 


pertaining to ſuch a nature: Pſal. xi. 


6. 


o Full of blood, in ſtrictnefs, denotes murders ard maſſa- 


cres, 
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17 


cover mine eyes from ſo much Sor. 1. 


as ſeeing your faces, as pre- 
determined not to accept your 


— 
Iſa. i. 15. 


ſervice : I will not be moved 
to lend a gracious ear to them, 


if you multiply the moſt ten- 
der and pathetic addreſſes; it 
it conſiſts not with my honour” 


and rectitude: your hands of 
violence overflow with blood- 


ſhed and murder: your ac- 
tions and characters are ſtained 


with the moſt atrocious crimes, 


the groſſeſt abominations. 
S E 1 5 
Conditions ſpecified, upon which the offending Iſrael- 
ites might be reſtored to favour. Menaces againſt 
thoſe who neglected timely to perform them. Pro- 
miſes made of deliverance to the humble and peni- 


tent. Deſerved puniſhment to be ſuffered by the 
obſtinate and incorrigible, Ver. 16, to the end. 


Is4;' 16 | a Is A. i. 16. 8 
W e dee OSITIVE inſtitutions de- g, or. 2. 
F Ay rive their principal value Ev 
| Ifa. i. 16, 


cre;, but in a greater latitude, is expreſſive of crimes in 
general, that were notorious, = and avowed,  whereb 
fellow creatures were deprived of their livelihood and 
ſubſtance, as well as lives; ſuch as the violence of oppreſſion, 


the cruelty of tyrannic rule, the iniquity of extortion, or 


the injuſtice of fraud and treachery, which are doubtleſs in- 
tended in this paſſage. 


 p Waſh ye, &c. the waſhings and purifications of the Moſaic 


law for ceremonial uncleanneſs are very evidently alluded to; 


u bat is principally intended is declared in what follows, viz. 


a change in their manners, reformation of their lives, and re- 
turn to the practice of univerſal virtue, | 


. 1. D from 


— — 2 
— 2 . 
— — — = — > 
— —— — — 


+4 © = —_ — N 
_ — — — — — — 

— . T ˙ . ˙ pes. — — 2 = 
— 


+ o 
— — 
— 
— = i 


- 
8 * - 
2 — x es Lat 8 — - 

— — — — — — — — 


= = 
— —— 
— 


— — === 


18 
SE or. . from their promoting moral 
E virtues; but are grofsly miſ- 
taken, if they be. conſidered 


17 as exemptions from, or ſubſti- 


A PARAPHRASE n the 

away the evil of your 
doings from before 
mine eyes, ceaſe to 


tutes in the room of obedience 
to my ſtanding laws: to re- 


ſtore you to my favour then, 


O my unthinking people, *tis 
indiſpenſably neceſſary, that 
ye renounce your. voluntary 
errors, and reform your wick 
ed lives. As waſhings are 
underſtood by the law for 
purifications from ceremonial 
uncleanneſs, repentance and 
amendment are requiſite to 
cleanſe you from the pollu- 
tions of vice and folly; to 
be approved by me the great 
and infallible Diſcerner, your 
obedience muſt be renewed, 
and the tenor of your actions 
teparated from the moſt per- 
nicious evil of habitual and 
prevailing wiekedneſs: you 
muſt contract no further guilt, 


deſign no future wrong or 
miſchief; but contrive by all 


laudable ſtudies and endea- 


vours to promote happineſs 
and ſatisfaction. As to your 


courts of judicature, let thoſe 
who direct and preſide in them 


fully acquaint themſelves with 
the nature and properties of 
equal and impartial juſtice, 
and never in any caſe ſuffer _ 


I7. Learn to do 
well, ſeek judgment, 
relieve the oppreſſed, 
judge the fatherleſs, 
plead for the widow- 


their 
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their deciſions to deviate from 
it : give the earlieſt check to 
malicious proſecutions, and 
redreſs to certain grievances; 
lupport to the defenceleſs in- 
jured orphan, and protection 
to the deſolate and diſtreſſed 
www i: ©: = 
18. 4 Come now Upon theſe reaſonable and 
and let us reaſon to- | | 
gether, ſaiththe Lord; eaſy ter ms, you may preſent, 
though your ſins be and I will moſt graciouſly ac- 


as ſcarlet, they ſhall cept, your perſons and ho- 


be as white as ſnow ; 


though they be req mage: as to paſt offences, 


like crimſon, they they ſhall be enquired into, 
| ſhall be as wool, adjuſted, and entirely pardon- 
ed, faith the Almighty and 
moſt merciful God, however 
repeated and aggravated. If 
they be compared to the deep- 
eſt die of a dazzling ſcarlet, 
no more harm ſhall remain in 


19 


SECT. 2 


Iſa. i. 17. 


18 


9 PT: 2 


q Come now, &c. the imperative of the original is often 


uſed as an adverb of exciting, exhorting, encouraging, and 
ſignifies come, come on, Gen. xix. 32, xxxviii. 14. Iſa. xxvi. 


20. Iv. 1. Let us reaſon, &c. the Hebrew verb Nucak figni- 


fies to ſearch or enquire into a thing, till it is cleared and put - 


out of doubt, or a perſon, till he is compleatly juſtified, freed 
from vice, or acquitted of guilt. Job xxiil. 7. 2 Sam. xv. 


3. Job xxiv. 27. Thus it ought to have been rendered, not 


reproved, as by our tranſlators, Gen. xx. 16, but as the 
Chald. Paraph. & lxx. Sarah was fully vindicated: it ſhould 
alſo have been tranſlated, not that Abraham was a covering 

to her eyes ; but the thouſand pieces of filver which were 
a public teſtimony that Abimelech rendered to Sarah's virtue; 
as the veils of the Hebrew women were the ſymbols of their 
modeſty ;- whereas the harlots went open-faced. As wool, 


the wool in thoſe countries is ſaid to be remarkable for its 


whiteneſs, 


* 


20 A PARA PEHRAS E on the 


SECT. 2. them than if they reſembled 
28 for beauty and glittering 
a, i. 18. ; | + 
| whiteneſs the new-fallen ſnow; 
or if they have been like the 
ſtrongeſt tint of crimſon, you 
ſhall no more ſuffer from 
them, than if they were ſimi- 
lar in ſoftneſs to the ſhining 
fleeces of the cleaneft wool. 3 
19 & 20 Here your own inclinations Wh . Yo 
and freeſt choice muſt deter- ſhall eat the good of 
mine, and if you are truly the land. 
diſpoſed and reſolved as to the , 2% But if ye re- 
regular and uniform obe- Ol be : 
dience of your future lives, with the ſword ; for 
you will enjoy, in perfect the mouth of the Lord 
tranquility and ſafety, all the Path ſpoken it. 
maoſt deſirable advantages and 
bleſſings of this fertile coun- 
try: whereas, if you reject 
my counſel, and throw off the. 
reſtraints of my government 
and laws, you ſhall fall in 
battle, die of famine, or ine- 
vitably periſh by ſome dread- 
ful and overwhelming cala- 
mity, Thus irreverſibly fix- 
ed is your: fate, for the ex- 
preſs words of an unchanging 
Deity have at once denounc- 
ed the threatning, and con- 
Hirmed the ſentence. 


r If ye be willing, &c. literally, if ye will be willing, 
aud will ear ken, i, e. if ye be willing to hearken. 


| | | | Reform 
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21. How is the Reform you muſt without Sxor. 2. 
faithful city become delay, or not avoid the heavi- 

an s harlot? It was 72, a 5 Iſa. 
full of judgment, eſt weight of impending judg- 
righteouſneſs lodged ments: for how unaccount- 
in it, but now mur- able and almoſt total an alte- 
geren | ration has of late happened 
in the characters and morals 
of this unthinking people; 

1 - particularly, this famed me- 
tropolis, which once, like an = 
affectionate and faithful wife 
to her kind huſband, was in- 
violably ſteady to her ſacred 
engagements, and eminent for 
all inſtances of a'generous and 
inflexible virtue and piety : 
now, like 'a vile adultereſs, 
or deceitful hoſteſs, ſhe re- 
fuſes him, by her abandoned 
_ courſes, his juſt rights, and 
would ſupplant or diveſt him 
of his ſupreme Divinity . by 
her worſhip of idols and 
images. The magiſtrates, 
both ſupreme and ſubordi- 
nate, were formerly eminent 
ly diſtinguiſhed for adminiſ- 

| dering 


i. 21 


* Harlct, the original does not always ſignify a leud 
woman, or common proftitute, but an fe, or _ of 
an houſe of entertainment ; and ſhould moſt probably oO 
rendered concerning Rahab, as well as in this paſſage, who as 
they had frequent opportunities ofover-reachingand impofing, 
underfiand the arts, and too much practiſed them in their 
calling. The latter part of the verſe, indeed, determines 
the meaning rather to fraudulent and unjuſt dealings, than 
ta the filthineſs of carnality and debauchery, 


A PARAPHRASE on tbe 


SECT- 2. tering juſtice with an equal 


and impartial. hand ; a moſt 
"ſacred integrity, as a ſojourner 
there, univerſally prevailed ; 
lately it has been infeſted with 
the moſt diſſolute and aban- 
doned of men, even thieves 
and murderers. 


22&23 Your degenerate times are 


very properly compared to 
ſilver, all over ruſted, or re- 
duced to mere droſs; alſo to 
wine adulterated with the 
largeſt mixture of inſipid ele- 
ment: no longer do your 
ſhining virtues exalt you a- 
bove your ſuperſtitious hea- 
then neighbours; no more 
do the native ſimplicity 
and nobleſt luſtre and beauty 


of an unaffected homage and 


holineſs diſtinguiſi you from 
the moſt deſpicable and diſ- 
ſembling hypocrites; nor the 
moſt ſhining ornaments of 
truth and plain- dealing, and 
ſtrict equity, from tyrannic 


gifts, 


22. Thy t ſilver is 
become droſs, th 
wine is mixed wit 
water. 

23. Thy princes are 
rebellious, and com- 
panions of thieves; 
every one loveth 
and follow- 
eth after rewards ; 
they judge not the 
fatherleſs, neither 
doth the cauſe of the 
widow come untg 


them. 


oppreſſors and the moſt ſordid 


baſe flatterers. The conta- 
gion is almoſt univerſal; if 


t Silver become dreſs, a very proper and elegant ſimile, de- 
noting, that as droſs or tin are to gold or filver, they render 
them more brittle and leſs uſeful and valuable, 8 is the 
guile of hypocriſy to religion, it deducts ſrom its worth, 
defaces its. beauty, and prevents all its moſt beneficial 


eſtests. 


TT It 
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it did not take its riſe from SECT. 2. 


them, yet it reigns uncon- 
trouled, inexcuſable, and 
without temptation in the 
higheſt departments: unawed 
by authority, and unapprehen- 
five of an account, men of the 
firſt rank appearavowedly bent 
upon evil and miſchief; far 
from exerting their power 
and influence to ſuppreſs the 
ſons of rapine and violence, 
they connive at their outrages, 
and partake of their ſpoils : 
they cannot, indeed, with any 
face of juſtice, execute the 
laws againſt the moſt no- 
torious malefactors, for they 
themſelves are flagrant in- 
ſtances of a ſhameleſs viola- 
tion of them, in the heavy 
exactions and relentleſs cruet 
oppreſſions of a wretched 
people: to that enormous 
height is corruption grown, 
that almoſt every one's. hand 
is open to receive a preſent to 
commute for, rather than a 
rod to correct miſdemeanors; 
gifts and bribes for conceal- 
ing are plainly. preferred be- 
fore truth and righteouſneſs 
for puniſhing the moſt atro- 
cious crimes : helpleſs and 
unbefriended orphans cannot 
obtain their rights, nor 1 


— 
Iſa. i. 23. 


24 


3 
Ia. i. 23. 
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A PARAPHRASE on the 
SECT. 2. late and injured widows a re- 


dreſs of their grievances; 
hardly either of them prevail 
for their cauſes to be heard. 
Owing to theſe indignities, 
and juſtly provoked by theſe 
abominations, the Self-exiſ- 


tent Being, the Sovereign Di- 


rector of all events and af- 
fairs throughout the univerſe, 
the Great Guardian of the 
ſelect tribes of Iſrael, . moſt 
ſolemnly declares ; Since they 


are not reclaimed by my long 


. ſuffering, I will relieve my 


patience from further trial, 
and my laws from increaſed 
inſult, by deſtroying mine 1n- 
corrigible adverſaries, and 
taking an ample and moſt 
terrible vengeance on mine 


incurable enemies. 
25 


I am inflexibly reſolved to, 
take up the ſcourge, and re- 
peat one inſtance after ano- 


24.Therefore, ſaitly 
the Lord, theu Lo RV 
of hoſts, the mighty 
one of Iſrael, ab, I 
will eaſe me of mine 
adverſaries, and a- 
venge me of mine 
enemies, 


25. And T wlf 
x turn my hand uporr 
thee, and purely 
purge away thy droſs, 


and take away all 


ther of ſevere diſcipline, till 
: | thy ſin. 


WF 


u Lord of hofts or of armys, a character or title of the 
Almighty, taken from the order and regular diſpoſal of all 
his creatures in ſtations conformable to their reſpective na- 

tures and qualities, whether in heaven or on earth; and the 
fovereign command of them to do his pleaſure. 

x Tur my hand, &c. the original rendered hand, ſignifies 
fower, ability or agency; particularly divine agency, impulſe, 
or impreſſion made on the mind of man; and to turn the 
hand is a peculiar Hebraiſm, uſed to expreſs the repeti- 
tion of an action, or returning to do it again and again, 
as often as ſhall be fouhd expedient or neceſſary. Jai. 
vi. 13. viii. II. : 
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my judgments prove effec- SECT. 2. 
y Judg P 


Ha: i. 2 


tual; till a ſtrong and laſting 
impreſſion be made, and the 
ſtate of moral affairs chang- 
ed: as gold and filver are re- 


fined in "the furnace from all 


26. And I will 
reſtore thy judges as 
at the firſt, and thy 
counſellors as at the 
beginning; after- 
wards thou ſhalt be 
called, the city of 
righteouſneſs, the 
faithful city. | 


baſe alloy, or mixed impure 
metals; ſo ſhall you, my 
people, who ate humble and 
penitent, be ſeparated from 
your vices and follies, and 
recover your original purity, 
your native beauty and glory. 


This happy change in your 26 


moral, ſhall be productive 
of a moſt apreeable one in 
your political affairs; able 
and faithful magiſtrates, ſuch 
as formerly filled thoſe diſ- 
tinguiſhed: ſeats, ſhall again 


preſide in your courts of 3 Ju- 
dicature; wiſe and righteous 
miniſters, ſuch as in the moſt 


flouriſhing times adviſed you 
in your councils, ſhall once 
more direct the wheels of 
ſtate and movements of go- 
vernment: 


ſive weight and influence. 
O Feruſalem, thou ſhalt then 
be commonly ſtiled the city 


of prevailing candour and e- 


Vor. I; 


hs all inſtances of a 


quity, and eminent for the 


moſt 


| the conſequence 
whereof will be a reſpectable 
importance, and moſt exten- 


*- 


23 


26 A PARAPHRASE on the 


SECT. 2. moſt exemplary and illuſtrious 
integrity and fidelity. 


Ma. L 25 They ſhall be truly the 


excellent of the earth who 


ſhall return, at the reſtora- 


tion of the Iſraeliles to mount 
Zion; neither ſhall my deli- 
verance of them from the 
galling bonds of a long cap- 
tivity be a promiſcuous and 
undiſtinguiſhing one, whether 
they ſhall be found to be wiſe 
or fooliſh, good or evil : con- 
formably to rules of right 
reaſon and impartial wiſdom, 
ſhall this extraordinary diſ- 
penſation be ee and 
thoſe eſpecially favoured who 
have changed their courſes, 
renounced idolatry, and both 
retain the principles of true 
religion, and regulate their 
ractice according to its laws. 
23 & 29 Theſe ſhall both return to 
their native country, and be 
reinſtated in their ancient 
rights and privileges: whilſt 
revolte:s from their allegiance 
and duty to the ſupreme Ma- 
jeſty ſhall be humbled to the 


27. Zion ſhall be 
redeemed with judg- 
ment, and her con- 
verts with righteouf- 
neſs, | 


28. And the y def. 
truction of the tranſ- 
greſſors, and of the 
finners /hall be toge- 
ther, and they that 
forſake the Lo RD 


ſhall be confumed. 


y Deftrufticn from the a. er ſignifies to break in pieces, 


expreſſed of a people when 


eir power is greatly weakened : 


and of the proud when my are thoroughly humbled and mor- 


tified, the original render 


conſumed denotes a compleat rid- 


dance, an entire end, ſo as no more to exiſt, 


very 
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29. For they ſhall very duſt; and prevaricators SE CT; . 


be 2 aſhamed of the with the laws of virtue, one 
oaks which ye have Ye 

defired, and ye ſhall as well as another, without 

be confounded for reſpect of perſons, be reduc- 

en gardens that ye ed to a moſt woeful plight : 

ave choſen. the world ſhall alſo be com- 

pleatly rid of thoſe nuiſances 

who have withdrawn all re- 

ard to God's worſhip and 

ervice. You, inconſiderate 

creatures, ſhall be aſhamed 


— 
Iſa. i. 29. 


* 


of the ſhady oaks under 
which the images and ſtatues 


of your ſenſeleſs idols ftood, 
on which you were ſo doat- 


ingly fond, and ſhall find 
them utterly to defeat your 


hopes : confuſion ſhall ſure- 
iy ſeize your drooping heads, 
or the pleaſant gardens you 
PENS and decorated to 
perform in them your ſuper- 
ſtitious ceremonies, and ab- 
ſurd homage. | 


z Aſhamed, the Arab, is very emphatic, being derived 
from a radix that ſignifies to dig or ſearch into the ground, 
and denotes ſinking under ſhame, and being utterly unable to 
lift up the eyes. Oaks, the heathens whom the children of 
Vrael too frequently followed in their idolatrous rites and 


abominations erected altars under large and ſhady ones; they 


ſurrounded them alſo and their temples with groves, and 


there offered ſacrifices. There is a peculiar beauty in the 


next verſe, as much as if it had been ſaid, you have been 
doatingly fond of and devoted to theſe trees; you ſhall be 
like an oak whoſe leaf is fallen : you have taken a wanton 
pleaſure in gardens or little groves, ye ſhall reſemble a gar- 
den that is deſtitute of water. Gen. xxi. 33. Foſh. xxiv. 
26, Deut. xvi. 26, Judges iii. 7. 1 Kings xvi. 33. 

E 2 Thus 
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A PARAPHRASE on the 


SECT. 2. 'Thus reprobate in your 


— 
Iſa. i. 30 


practice, and abandoned the 


care of providence, your con- 


dition muſt be moſt forlorn 


and ruinous, like a blaſted 


oak whoſe leaves are wither- 
ed, or an unwatered garden 
whoſe fruit and flowers are 
ſickly and dying. 


31 The mock divinity itſelf, 


the inanimate idol, ſo far from 
an object of confidence, ſhall 
reſemble tow or other com- 
buſtible matter ; and the con- 
triver or former, a ſpark of 
fire, that falls upon and 
Kindles it into a devouring 
flame, they ſhall both alike 
burn away, till they are re- 
duced to aſhes; no one ſhall 
endeavour to quench, or be 
able to extinguiſh them. 


30. For ye ſhall 


be as an oak whoſe 


leaf fadeth, and as 


a garden that hath 


no Water. 
$735 8 N 


31. And the a 
ſtrong ſhall be as 
tow, and the maker. 


of it as a ſpark, and 
they ſhall both burn 


together, and none 
ſhall quench tem. 


a And the firong, &c. the learned Fitringa, interprets 
this of the rulers and nobles, kings and prieſts: the original 


is expreſſive of any object in which an extreme confi- 


dence 1s placed, or which is abſolutely relied on ; therefore 
in this paſſage moſt probably refers to ſome particular idol, 
on whoſe ſuperior ſtrength its deluded votaries entirely de- 


pended, 


CHAP, 


CHAP. 


Prophecy of the future Sand, ſtability, W 
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plendour of the city Jeruſalem, with the mul- 
titudes that ſhould reſort to it, in this its prof- 


perous ſtate. 


The degeneracy of its inhabitants, 


antecedent to theſe halcyon days; their chaſtiſee 


ment, not improbably by the Babyloniſh _ 


wy, and their FOOT 


IsA. It. i. 
HE b word that 
1 Iſaiah, the ſon 
of Amos, ſaw con- 


cerning Judah and 
Jeruſalem, 


. And it ſhall 
come to paſs in the 


laft days, that the 


mountain of the 
oRD's houſe ſhall 
be eſtabliſhed in the 
top of the moun- 
tains, and ſhall be 
exalted above 
hills : and all nations 
ſhall flow unto it. 


the 


ISA. ii. 1 


29 


EVE RAI. very intereſt- Sz cr. 3+ 
ing and important affairs — 


are comprehended in the fol- * ? 


lowing prediction, which T. 
ſaiah, the ſon of Amos, was 
enabled by extraordinary in- 
telligence to publiſh, in refe- 
rence to the circumſtances of 
the children of Jſrael, and the 
famed city Jeruſalem. 


Whatever the preſent ſtate2 


of religion be, though hea- 
then temples triumph in 
their crouds of worſhippers, 
and the grandeſt ſtructure in 
the world, viz. that on Mount 
Zion, be deſolate and neg- 
lefted ; yet the ſcene ſhall 
change; 4 in ſome diſtant 

period 


b The original f ſignifies word, and likewiſe thing, affair 
or concern, as It would be moſt * rendered in this 


place. 


1. 1. 


30 A PARAPHRASE en the 
SECT. 3. period, the place of ſacred 
1 Y— reſt again riſe and ſhine in all 
„II. 2. . 

its former magnificence, far 

above all pagan ſtructures : 

people of all kindreds, ſtruck 

with its amazing ſplendour, | | 

and convinced by many exer- | 

tions of matchleſs power, that 

it is under the divine protec- 

tion, ſhall haſte to join the 

favoured tribes in their hal- 

lowed rites. | e 

3 As they are directing their 3. And many peo- 


courſe this way, ſhall multi- Pie hall go and fay, 
ome ye, and let us 


tudes with one united voice go up * the moun- 
of ſacred concert declare, Let tain of the Loxp, 


us, with pleaſing ſteps of a w 5 the 
quickened pace, aſcend the e ee 
| e will teach us of 
lofty ſummit of the holy his ways, and we will 
mountain,where the moſt high walk in his paths, 
God is known; and viſit the for out of © Zion 


ancient hall 


Out Zion. ſhall go forth the Law, &c. Interpreters are 
divided whether this paſlage is to be underſtood of the Moſaic 
inſtitution, or the A:tah's kingdom; and the diffuſive in- 
fluence by the Apoſtle's preaching of the chriſtian diſpenſa- 
tion: it muſt be allowed to be very beautifully and ſtrongly 
expreſſive of the latter event; as there are many quotations | 
from the old Teſtament in the new by way of analogy, re- } 
femblance, or ſimilitude, that do not ſecm to be eſpecial 
and particular predictions: wherever there is a direct and im- 
mediate prophecy, it ſhould, I apprehend, harmonize with 
the fact it foretels in all its moſt material circumſtances, J 
and be capable only of one preciſe and determinate ſenſe, 

refer only to one certain and fixed event. As to what is. 
called a double interpretation, I have an extreme deference 
and efteem for ſeveral learned and great men who have 
eſpouſed it; but have not vet been able to ſee grounds and 
reaſons to be of their opinion in any other ſenſe, but that 


Ju 
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ſhall go forth the ancient ſeat of religious wiſ- SE r. 3. 


law, and the word Fg 4 | 0 
8 dom; there he will vouchſafe 144. Ji. 7 


ee Os Cer Bs 


— 2 * 


Jeruſalem. 


moſt familiarly and plainly 


to inſtruct us what are his 


ways of creation and provi- 


dence; and abundantly con- 
vince us that it is our duty 
and intereſt to have our lives, 
in all reſpects, conducted a- 


greeably to the paths of vir- 


4. And he ſhall 
judge among the na- 
tions, and ſhall re- 
buke many people: 
and they ſhall beat 
their ſwords into 
plow-ſhares, and their 
ſpears into prunin 
hooks; nation ſhal 
not lift up ſword 
againſt nation, nei- 
ther ſhall they learn 
war any more. 


tue he hath preſcribed: for, 


as is teſtified in ſome ancient 


records, the true knowledge 
of the law and word of 

Lord ſhall be univerſally pro- 
Pagated by thoſe who have 
{tudied and learned it on 


Mount Zion, and in the city 


Feruſalem. 


Conformably to unerring 4 


rules of perfect righteouſneſs, 
ſhall the Almighty and Eter- 
nal Being judge and govern 
among the people; and in 


the courſe of his moſt equal 


adminiſtration, rebuke and 


chaſtiſe thoſe neigbouring na- 
tions, whoſe avarice and am- 
1 | bition 


Juſt mentioned. However, our Britiſh bard on the next 
verſe -may entertain the poetic reader. 

No more ſhall nation againſt nation riſe, 

Nor ardent warriors meet with hateful eyes, 

Nor fields with gleaming fteel be cover'd o'er, 

The brazen trumpets kindle rage no more; 

But uſeleſs lances into ſcythes ſhall bend, + 

And the broad falchion in a plow-ſhare end. 


— — = 
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A PAR APH RAS E on the 


bition incline them to com- 


mit acts of hoſtility, and diſ- 
turb the repoſe of Judah and 
Feruſalem they ſhall behave 
fo one another 1n all reſpects, 
as rational and ſocial crea- 
tures ought to do; lay aſide 
their envies and jealouſies, 
and turn their military 
Bloody weapons into the 
peaceable and uſeful inſtru- 
ments of agriculture and huſ- 
bandry : far from availing 
themſelves of their own over- 
grown power and riches, to 
plunder and ravage thoſe a- 
round them, and taking an 
undue advantage of their weak 
and unſettled ſtate ; the mar- 


tial ardour of contending na- 


5 


tions ſhall appear to have 
ſubſided, and the gentler arts 
of peace and commerce ſo 
entirely to have engaged their 
attention, that it is highly 
improbable the horrors and de- 
vaſtations of war ſhould ſoon 
prevail again, and a general 
tranquility and moſt flouriſh- 
ing proſperity be for a courſe 
of many years interrupted: 
The language of our grate- 
ful hearts on ſuch happy oc- 
caſions, ſhould be what fol- 


lows: O ye tribes of 1/ael, 


let us be united as one family, 


5. O houſe of 
Iſrael, come ye and 
let us walk in the 

light of the Lo xp. 


Boot - of IS AIA uu 33 
and excite” one another to im- Sor. 3. 
prove in the beſt manner, the 1. 1 
advantages of light and know- * * * 1 
ledge, where withwe are favour- | 5 
ed above benighted heathens; 
and let our more perfect ohedi- 
ence evince an impreſſive ſenſe 
and ſuitable improvement of 4 
=» excellent inſtructions. Ea 
6. Therefore thou The woeful experience wes 
haſt forſaken gt x of have had of the effects of neg- 
ple beat te le lecting theſe, affords ſufficient 
cob, becauſe they be 4 ng cheie, a S CIEN 
repleniſhed 70 the evidence of the neceſſity of 
« Eaſt, and are ſooth- comporting with this ſalutary 
dcr, ike the Phi- counfel; for, bleſſed God! 
liltines, and pleaſe 5 ME r 
memfelves in the on what other account haſt 
children of ſtrangers. thou abandoned the ſelect peo- 
| ple, the progeny of Jacob, 
and ſuffered them to fall into 
the hands of their enemies? 


d Eaſ, how addicted and entirely devoted the orientals 
were to enchantments and divinities; how determined to 
pty into futurity and foretel things to come. vid. Selden de 
Diis Syr. Symb. 1. C. 1. Stanl, Phil. Gr: Lib. 1. Sect. ii. C. 22. 
and Cler. Nee. in Deut. xviii. 11. Witcheraft and all ma- 
gical arts had a reference to the heavenly bodies. Nullum 
autem magicum opus fine ſiderum reſpectu & conſideratione 
poteſt perfici. Maimon. Mor. Neu. 2 3. c. 37. He fur- 
ther obſerves, that the belief of their power to hurt or help 
neceſſarily led mankind to worſhip them. Accordingly 
both witchcraft and divination are joined with idolatry, 1 Sam. 
xv. 22. & 28, Iſai. xvii. 12, 13. Fer. xxvii. 9, 10. Exzek. 
xxi. 21, 22. Nahum iii. 4. Mic, v. 12. The Hebrew word 
Mechuſephim, which we tranſlate ſorcerers, the lxx. render 
pharmacous ; for thoſe who anciently praftiſed witchcraft, 
mingled dangerous 2 with their compoeſitiont, and on ac- 
count of the real miſchiefs they hereby did, are often rank- 
ed N e Farmer on Miracles, p. 178. 
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4 A PARKAPHRASE- 0 the 
SECT: 3. Is it not Plainly becauſe they 
. Ic will not govern their lives, 
„Ii. 6. ni 
agreeably to the heavenly 
light of true knowledge, com- 
municated to them in thy 
laws; but are over- run with 
the ſuperſtitious ceremonies 
and dangerous incantations, 
magic arts and mixing of 
drugs, of the Eaſtern divina- 
tion, like the deluded: Philiſ- 
tines; and are delighted in 
being acquainted with the 
manners, and following the 
euſtoms.. of the children of 
iclolatrous and corrupt ſtrang- 
JJ... 515 EIT EE. 12 ; 
7 In calling their anceſtors. _ . Their land alſo 
and chooſing them out of all * 5 or ver pag 
the world beſides. to become Bs Arr aer e 
thy peculiar people, it was fures, their land is 
thy deſign. always to be re- alſo full of e horſes, 
garded as the ſole object of Oe | 
their unreſerved and entire 
confidence; ſubverſive of this 
deſign, they have accumulat- 
ed, by unfair means, immenſe 
treaſures, and prided them- _ 
ſelves in, and abſolutely de- 


e Horſes, Bp Sherlock hath obſerved in his fourth Differtation 
annexed to his Diſcourſe, on Prophecy, to illuftrate this af- 
fair, as follows. God, that he might keep the people of 
Iſrael in a more ſenſible dependance on himſelf, forbad the 
uſe of that ſtrong, generous, and majeſtic animal the horſe, 
in their armies, as alſo of chariots. Deut. xvii, 16. Jo/h. 
xl. 0, Judges v. 15, 1 Kings i. 33. & 34% 


8. Their land is 
full of idols; they 
worſhip the works of 
their own hands, and 
which their own fin- 
gers have made, 


Book of 1 


pended on their abundance of 5x or. 3. 
filver and gold: in a direct * 


contradiction to thy expreſs 
command not to conſider 
them as their only ſupport, 


35 


11. 7. 


they have multiplied their : 


Horſes and chariots, flattering 


themſelves from thence, more 
than from the living God, 


with hopes of aden and de. 


liverance. 


In an avowed contem t of 8 


thy ſupreme authority, of thy 
Protection as inſignificant, and 
thy name as of no value, t 

have ſubſtituted idols of their 
own making in thy room; 


and for the ſafety and — 4 


9. And the mean 
man boweth down, 
and the great man 

humbleth himſelf : 

therefore 


forgive 
them not. 


rity of their domeſtic a 2 
they and their houſes, in 

of ſerving the Lord, pay ho- 
mage to their zeraphim, and 
rely on their tutelary divini- 
ties, which are all mere fic- 


ead 


tions, the reſult of their miſ- 


guided imaginations, the pro- 
duce of their own labours. 


To that enormous height 
is this deyout frenzy grown, 
that it is not confined to a 
few unthinking individuals, 
but it is become as epidemi- 
— as it is ridiculous and fool- 


the man of low birth, 
. 2 ſordid mean 3 
appears in a poſture of the 
g ks F 2 Fo 3 


36 A ParKAPHRASE on the 
| SECT, nth, humbleſt adoration before his 
16.3 F. L. g. handicraft deity; nor does the 
N 1 and mighty apprehend 
f diſpenſed with from 
a proſtrated homage to ſenſe- 
lets wood and ſtone. Such 
horrid indignities are in the 
higheſt degree provoking; 
are unpardonable inſults, and 
thall- ſurely in due time be | G 
ſignally reſented by the Su. 
preme Majeſty of heaven and | 
earth. 5 
10 Whenever this Far day * Ter 3 Ye 
of deſerved vengeance dawns, inte qui, for far 
the trembling idolater and of the Lox, and 
fooliſh ſinner will doubtleſs for tbe glory of his 
. be reduced to the utmoſt ex- Majclly, 
tremity of ſtreights and dif- 
ficulties, have recourſe to all 
imaginable ſhifts and art- 
fices; retreat for ſhelter into 
hollow rocks, feek for con- 
cealment in ſubterraneous ca- 
verns, and ſkulk into the moſt 
ſecret hiding places, all in 
vain, from the terrors of in- 
cenſed Omnipotence, the a- 
rouſed wrath and ineffable 
glory of the Omnipreſent So- | 
verei 
in this caſe there are no re- of ee looks" 
ſources, no poſſible ſupports bled, and the haugh- 
to which they can fly; and tineſs of man ſhall 


| be bowed down, and 
in whatever earthly emolu eee err 


ments RIG have plumed and be exalted in that 
7 | _ prided day. | 


1 
1 
4 
I 
1 


ö 
| 


Boot of IS AIA H.. 2 
prided themſelves, they muſt Sr. 3» 
neceſſarily fail them; their I Arr. 
ſupercilious airs will be chang 

Penne ang- 
ed into dejected down=calſt 
looks; and that fulſome ar- 

. with which they have 
inſulted and trampled on in- 

ferior fellow- creatures, be ab- 
ſorbed in the moſt abject ſub- 

. miſſion and humiliation: it 
ſhall be demonſtrated to every 
one's fulleſt conviction, how 
greatly ſuperior the Almighty 
1s to thoſe idols and vanities 
to which they have paid ho- 
mage, that was due to him 
alone; and how weak and in- 
ſignificant the greateſt, the 
moſt powerful, and the moſt 
diſdainful are in his hands. 

12, For the day They eſpecially require a! 
of the Lo Rp. hall be diſcriminating. day, and ſig - 
upon every due that is nal marks how much they 
proud and lofty, and : | 2 5 
every one that 3s-lift- Ale objects ' of divine diſ- 
ed up; and he ſhall pleaſure, and proper to be 
be brought low. compleatly mortified; for 
| their carriage has been in- 

finitely provoking, and their 
ſtations beyond the power 
of man ta reduce them 

25 to bounds of reaſon and e- 

quity; it is therefore perfect- 

ly fitting, and remains for diſ- 

tributive juſtice, in the hands 

of an All- perfect Deity, en- 

tirely to demoliſh ſuch chil- 
dren 


38 A PARAPHRASE on the 
SECT, 88 dren of pride and earth, at 
H. I. 1 awful period of his exter- 
"* minating indignation. 
13 When the Lord = all 2 1 3. And u on al 
riſes to judgment, the m - 
exalted - — of mankind — 10 egg e 
who have overtopped the mul- all the oaks of Ba- 
titudes beneath them, and han, 
deſpiſed and enſlaved them 
as of a different ſpecies, ſhall 
find a power exerted that will 
utterly diveſt them of all their 
{ſtrength and courage; as the 
ſtately cedars of Lebanon's 
foreſt, which out- brave the 
ſkies with their towering 
height, or darken the ſun 
wit their leafy 3 
branches; or, as the ſtoute 
oaks on Baſhan's hills, which 
are deep - rooted and firmly 
eſtabliſhed, bend and ſhake 
with the conflicting winds of 
a violent tempeſt, are ſmitten, 
ſplit, and ſhattered with the 
forte bolts of a blazing light- 
ning, ſo ſhall ungodly ſinners, 
however ſeemingly indepen- 
dent and felf- fufficient, at 
laſt yield, ſhrink, and Fade 
away. 
14, 15, 16 Their Woben will deceive 14. And upon all 


them, on n whatever ſubiunary „ 


object hills that are lifted up, 


"0 High mountains, &c. no ſecurity, from fortifications or 
5 Places 


Book of IS AI AA. 


Re. 8 39 
15. And upon eve Object they have been fixed Sx or. 3. 
ry high tower, and for ſafety and deliverance; — 


upon every fenced Ifa. ii. 15. 


alk the utmoſt elevation of cloud- 


ö 16. And upon all topt mountains and aſpiring 

5 the ſhips of Tarſhiſh, hills muſt fink at his pre- 

a — all pleaſant pic- ſence who weigheth them in 

Ures. . | ; . . 

: ſcales and in a balance; cita- 
dels of the greateſt height and 
ſtrength, and towns ſo forti- 
fied by nature and art as to 
be impregnable to any mili- 
tary force, will crumble into 
duſt or fall into ruins, when 

once the artillery of heaven 
begins to play uponthem; and 
the gallant ſhips from the Tar- 
ſhiſß coaſt that have ridden 
out many a ſtorm ſhall be- 
come the compleateſt wrecks; 
and the moſt beautiful images, 
or ſtriking natural repreſenta- 

tions in an inſtant fall into 
deformity and loſe all their 

. power to pleaſe and charm. 
5 Faves 7 The ungoverned ſpirit of a77 & 18 
bowed Go , 5 che boundleſs ambition to lord 
haughtiness 3 
places of the greateſt ſtrength ; from ſhips that ſailed on 
the great ocean or Mediterras an ſea, 1 Kings x. 21. nor 
from pleaſant pictures, rare deligns, viz, of buildings and 
forts or of counſels and enterprizes. 

1! | Diodat. in Loc. 

A7 Fudea. is well known to have abounded with mighty rocks, 

zh dens and caverns, to which its inhabitants had recourſe in 

Ps time-of danger ; and from whence it was no eaſy matter to 


force them. The anecdote of a Few that being ſecure in 
or one of them, defied the mighty Cæſar, few but have read. 
es Jaſebli. Antig. Lib, xiv, Cap. 26. 
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A PARAPARASE on the 


SECT. z. it over others ſhall be tho- 


Ifa. ii, 


roughly ſubdued ; an over- 


J bearing arrogance to degrade 


and inſult them reduced to a 
moſt truckling ſordid mean- 
neſs; and it ſhall be openly 


acknowledged, that in the E- 
- ternal God alone there is an 


independency of exiſtence, and 
ſupremacy of all poffible per- 


fection: as to the falſe rehigi- 
on of idolatry, he ſhall extir- 


pate it as utterly deteſtable, 


neither ſhall the people ever 


more ſhew the moſt diſtant 


| tendency to join with hea- 


thens in ſuch abominations. - 


19 The moſt” obſtinate ſinners 


and ungodly hypocrites ſhall 
be ſtruck 


dous Majeſty, ſo as to fly for 
refuge and ſhelter 'to rocks 
and caverns ; and their guilty 


minds be penetrated with ter. 
- Tor and horror at what ſhall 
befal them, when the peerleſs 
Sovereign ſhall be cloathed 


in robes of judgment, as it 
7 | were, 


with the alarming 
_ tokens of this extraordinary 
viſitation from the tremen- 


baughtineſs of men 
ſhall be made low; 
and the g LoRD a- 
lone ſhall be exalted 
in that day. © 

18. And the idols 


he ſhall utterly abo- 
lith - 


19. And they ſhall 
go into the holes of 
the rocks, and into 
the caves of the earth; 
for fear of the Lo RD, 
and for the glory of 
his Majeſty, when he 
arifeth to ſhake ter- 
ribly the earth. 


x T he Tord alme, &c. Tis obferved by St, Jerome, and 
confirmed by the Feraſalem Targum, that after the Babyloni/h 
t 


captivity, 


e Fews who had before been ſo prone to it, 


were never more guilty of idolatry ; ſo perfectly had that 
intenſe fire of affliction taken away their droſs, purged off 


GOeir tin. | 


20. In that day a 
man ſhall caſt his i- 
dols of filver and 
gold, which they 


made each ome for him- 


ſelf to worſhip, to 
the h moles and to 
the bats, 


Book of ISA1an. 


were, to throw the whole SECT. 3* 
bulky globe of this provok- 


ing earth into trembling pangs 
and convullive agonies. 

At this grand cataſtrophe, 
this ſolemn day of univerſal 
amazement and conſternation, 
the moſt unreſerved and ridi- 
culous votary of his own han- 
dy-work divinity, far from 


— 
Iſa. 11. 19 * 


20 


iir FAY WW 3 WW Fic 
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taking any pleaſure in or 
raifing any hopes from it; 
ſhall throw even his moſt 
rich and decorated 1dols, with 
the utmoſt contempt and ab- 
horrence, into ſome dark 
holes or private corners; that 
his flight may not be retard- 
ed, or his extreme reproach 
found upon him, when his 
Lord and Judge appears in all 
his dignity. 


21. To go into In his extreme diſorder and ** 


the i clefts of the 


rocks. at into whe diſtraction, he will avoid the 


tops | light 
n Moles and Bats, ſome interpret of adopting the Egyh- 


tian idols in order to worſhip them: the Egyptians were 


enough extravagant and ridiculous in the multiplicity of 
their objects of homage, but I do not know that theſe crea- 
tures were ever Ccihed by them, though it muſt be owned, 
that people conſidered the whole animal creation as ſacred. 
The exprethon ſeems to have been proverbial, and cafing 
to the moles and bats to ſignify treating with the utmoſt ne- 
glect and contempt, | 

i Cl:ft;, from the original fignifies to tear off or rive aſun- 
der: thus the ſummits or clefts of a rock, like the branches 
of a tree, are to be conſidered as the body of it, divided or 
r1iven into ſo many parts, The next verſe contains a livel 
. FUL. £ deſcription 


42 A PARAPHRASE on the 
SECT. 3. light as intolerably painful tops of the ragged 
Per and diſagreeable, and preci- rocks, for fear of the 
. 5 . LoRD, and for the 
pitate his haſty courſe into the plory of his Majeſty, 
gaping apertures of render when he ariſeth to 
hollow rocks, and his arduous ſhake terribly the 
aſcent to the higheſt eminence © 
of protuberant ragged rocks ; 
moved by his apprehenſive 
fears of the alarming ap- 
proaches of an incenſed Dei- 
ty, and the dazzling ſplen- 
dor of his ſupreme Majeſty, 
when he forms himſelf for 
the ſolemnities of judgment, 
to vindicate his laws, and pu- 
niſh 1mpenitent tranſgreſſors. | 
22 You will then be under a 22. Ceaſe ye from 
s fata! neceſſity, whoever you CO On Fr 
. 2 in his noſtrils; for 
are who in this reſpect are herein is he to be 
guilty, and it would be your accounted of? 
wiſdom much ſooner to with- 
draw over much regard and 
abſolute reliance on a creature 
ſo weak and frail as mortal 
man; whole life is properly 
compared to a vapour, and 
whole being depends upon the 
uncertain breath of fleetin 
air: for, in what ſtead can he 
ſtand you, whoſe power is but 
weakneis, and all whoſe pre- 
tenſions 


deſcription of man's precarious ſtate of exiſtence and utter 
frailty. How can he be much relied on, whoſe life it ſelf 
depends upon the meereſt vapour of fleeting air, which he 
draws through his noſtrils; which ſo many ways may be 
ttopped, or the next moment taken entirely from him. 


CHAP. 


Book of ISA1an. 
tenſions muſt appear the meer-SECT. 3. 
eſt vanities, before the won- | 
derful diſplays of divine per- 

fection? | 


mn. SECT Iv. 


Deplorable ſtate to which the Iſraelites ſhould be re- 
duced, reſpecting the neceſſaries of life, and the ad- 
miniſtration of government ; their great degene- 
racy, the occaſion of theſe deſolating providences: 
the tyrannical oppreſſions of their rulers, and the 
enormous pride and extravagance of the female 


ſex: their juſt puniſhment, 


Is A. iii. I. 


OR behold the 


Lo RD, the 
Lo Ro of hoſts doth 
take away from Je- 
ruſalem and from Ju- 
dal, the ſtay and the 
ſtaff, the hobo ſta 
of bread and the 
whole ſtay of water. 


„ 


Our reliance, O unthink- Sgor. 4. 
ing mortals, upon the 
feeble ſupports of human Ia. iii. 1. 


power will early diſappoint 
and moſt miſerably deceive 
you ; indeed, 1t cannot afford 
you ſuccour or ſecurity : for 
underſtand ye and conſider, 
the Great Lord and Univerſal 
Ruler will bring upon your 
nation calamities that no wiſ- 
dom or ſtrength of man can 
foreſee; prevent, or remedy : 
in the courſe of his provi- 
dence he ſhall withdraw from 
the city Feru/atem and the land 
of Judah, the ſtay on which 


they reſted, and the ſtaff 


G 2 | which 


| 


| 


Ifa, iii. I. 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


sr cr. 4 which ſuſtained them; by 
— unfruitful ſeaſons they ſhall 


be denied the whole ſtay of 
bread-corn ; and by an exceſ- 
five drought be deprived of 
the whole ſtay of watery ele- 
ment. „ 

If this happen not by 
means of a direct famine in 
the neceſſaries of common 


ſuſtenance, yet it certainly 
will in a deficiency of per- 


ſons of the greateſt ſignifi- 
cancy in the community for 


adminiſtring of public affairs; 


that is, men of liberal educa- 
tion, large fortunes, and great 
abilities; the champion, and 
man greatly ſuperior in ſtrength 
and valour; the experienced 


in war and proper to have the 


command of armies; the 
diſcerning and unbiaſſed ma- 
giſtrate; the diſtinguiſhed and 
eminent for the prophetic cha- 
racter, and extraordinary en- 
dowments ; the ſagacious at 
diſcovering things ſecret, by 
curious arts or uncommon 
foreſight and penetration ; 


men of weight and influence 


from their years and improve- 
ments in wiſdom ; the cap- 
tain and leader of a company 
of ſoldiers; the man who 1s 
generally reſpected and eſ- 
„„ teemed, 


2. The mighty 


man, and the man 


of war, the judge, 


and the prophet, and 
the prudent, and the 
ancient, 

3. The captain of 
fifty, and the honour- 
able man, and the 
counſellor, and the 


cunning artificer, and 


the eloquent orator, 


: 


Book of IS AI AH. 
teemed, confided in, and veſt- Sx er. 4. 
ed with authority; he who is TL 


4. And I will give 
children to be their 
princes, and babes 
ſhall rule over them, 


capable of directing public 
meaſures, and preſcribing 
ſchemes of government, or 
forming plans of operation; 
the ingenious performer in the 
mechanic arts; the powerful 
and engaging ſpeaker, who can 
the at once fix the attention 


and move the paſſions; con- 


vince the underſtanding, and 
vin the hearts of the moſt intel- 
ligent and impartial audience. 


In the room of the above! 


reſpectable characters and uſe- 
ful members of ſociety, or 
more regarded than them; to 


the neglect and contempt of 


all order and authority, the 
moſt difficult ſtations, and 
exalted departments ſhall be 
filled with thoſe, whoſe talents 
and capacities are by no means 
adequate, to perform the 
offices appertaining to them: 
thus, their governors ſu- 
oO and ſubordinate ſhall 

e perſons of a tender and 
inexperienced age, frail and 
effeminate temper, unmanly 
and inſufficient | judgment 
and underſtanding; whence 
thrones will become deſpica- 


ble, authority inſulted, and 


reigns inglorious, 


IIa. iii. 3. 


4. 
33 
IIa. iii. 4. 


A PARA PHRAS E on the 


All good policy failing, the 
natural conſequence muſt be 
anarchy and confuſion, arbi- 
trary rule and tyrannical op- 
preſſion; which no connecti- 
ons of acquaintance, neigh- 
bourhood, or friendſhip can 
prevent: the forward youth 
will be bold enough, to 
throw indignity on the moſt 
venerable for years and Know- 
ledge; and the vulgar herd, 
diſdain on men of birth, for- 
tune, and character. 


6, 7, 8 In this ſituation, of a pre- 


vailing indecorum and irregu- 


larity, no one who is in any 


degree capable of the ſteerage, 


will care to undertake to fit 


at the helm: confounded 


amongſt themſelves, or diſ- 


treſſed by their enemies, if 


they meet with one who has a 


better appearance than ordt- 
nary, they will earneſtly ſoli- 
cit his acceptance of the reins 


of government: thus addreſs- 
ing him, you are in circum- 
ſtances, that if you pleaſe, 
you can, and we moſt hum- 
bly beſeech you, that you will 
be the noble patriot, to ſave 


your 


1 


5. And the people 
ſhall be oppreſſed, e- 
very one by another, 
and every one by his 
neighbour, the child 
ſhall behave himſelf 
proudly againſt the 
ancients, and the 
baſe againſt the ho- 
nourable, 


6. When a man 
ſhall take hold of 
his brother, of the 
houſe of his father, 
ſaying thou haſt cloth- 
ng, be thou our 
ruler, and let this 
ruin be under thy 
hand. 

7, In that day ſhall 
he k ſwear, 3 
I will not be an 
healer, for in my 
houfe is neither bread 
nor cloathing, make 
me not a ruler of the 
people. 

8. For Jeruſalem 
is ruined, and Judah 
is fallen: becauſe 
their tongue and their 
doings are againſt the 
Lok b, to provoke 
the eyes of his glory. 


k Swear, &c. originally implies to lift up, bear or carry. 


Thus figuratively to lift up the name of G 
| lemnly to ſwear by them, Exod, xx. 7. Pſal. Xvi. 4 


or idols, is ſox 
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your ſinking country: or ifSECT. 4 
that cannot be done to acquire 
an immortal fame, by periſh- 
ing with that moſt important 
object of every truely good 
man's, Concern : in that day 
of publick calamity, he ſhall 
anſwer with the utmoſt ſo- 
lemnity of an appeal to 
heaven, ſaying, I mult beg to 
be excuſed from ſo precarious 
and extremely hazardous an 
enterprize: I take heaven to 
record, I cannot be an healer, 

f ny having no ſkill in medicine 
f | _ lufficient to enable me to pre- 

C | | 


— 
Iſa. iii. 7. 8 


ſcribe in ſo obſtinate a diſeaſe: = 
as to proviſion, my houſe af- | 


he | fords not enough to ſatisfy ſo | 
is | | many. mouths of dependants | 
y as are wide open to receive it; | 1 
neither have I clothing that j 

I -1] 3 0 | 
8 will cover all their nakedneſs,; | 
in do not think of appointing me 3 
” | to ſo expenſive and important | 
0 an office as governing the | 
he people, at this diſtracting 4 

| ſeaſon, when there is not an | 
= Individual left amongſt us, 
10 | that maintains his dignity as 
eir 5 a man, or performs his duty 
be | as a citizen. As a fabrick ſo 
KC 


decayed as to be dropping 


i down, ſuch is the danger of 
| 1 Jeruſalem; and like one actu- 
"i | ally in ruins, Judab is _ 

| e 


* 
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48 A PARA PHRAS E on the 
SECT. 4. and ſunk into the loweſt aby ſs 
EXE of adverſe fortune, they have 
no rational hope of deliver- 
ance, for they have forfeited 
the regard and protection of 
their only helper: both in their 
words and actions they have | 
contradicted the will and law | : 
of the Almighty ; and in an 
high degree diſpleaſed him, : 
in thoſe inſtances, which he 


regards with a moſt watchful y 
care, as redounding to his | z 
greateſt glory. 5 0 


| 8 
9 There remains not ſo Rt 9 The ſhew of 
their countenances 


modeſty a as to 1 05 on the mafk doth witneſs againſt 
of ſanctity, ut their pre- them, and they 1 de- 
ſumptuous bold —_— giyes a Clare their fin as So- 


dom, they hide i it not: 
moſt glaring TE imony of wo unto their ſoul, 


their moſt ſhocking demerit for they have re- 
and infamous characters; they warded evil unto 
prove by undoubted evidence themſelves, 
of the moſt ſtubborn bare- 
faced facts their moſt horrid 
iniquity z in no leſs an out- 
rageous manner do they act 
than the abandoned city of 
Sodom of old did: they take 
NO pains to conceal, nor are 
at all concerned who'ſees it: 
alas, for theſe unthinking, 
ſhamelek creatures, perdition 


muſt 
4 


I Declare, in the origin: al iS very emphatic, and figni- 
ies, to acknowledge openly, publickly to avow, to prove by 
- ward;ubted evidence, to deminſtrate by certain and undeniable facts. 


10. Say ye to the 
righteous, that it 
fhall be well with 
him : for they ſhall 
eat the fruit of their 
* 

Wo unto the 
wicked it ſhall be ill 
with him : for the re- 
ward of his hands 
mall be given him. 


12. As for my 


people, children are 


their oppreſſors, and 
women rule over 
them; O my peo- 
ple, they which lead 
thee cauſe thee to err, 


7 and 
v. . 


effects 


Boot of 3 


muſt ſeize them, for contrary Sgr. 


to the original law of ſelf pre- 
ſervation, they have returned 
upon themſelves the greateſt 
weight of evil and miſery. 


Their day is coming, and 10 & 17 


the blackeſt clouds, deep 
charged with vengeance, are 
viſibly hanging over their deſ- 
tined heads: yet let it be de- 
clared, for the ſupport of the 
upright and good, and that 
the gloomy proſpect over- 
whelm them not with melan- 
choly apprehenſions ; that a 
difference ſhall be made : that 
they ſhall not be involved in 
theſe public calamities; but 
agreeably to their virtue and' 
piety ſhall be preſerved in 
peace and ſafety. On the o- 
ther hand, denounce a moſt 
terrible woe of heavy judg- 
ments againſt the ungodly 
and impenitent, his enormi- 
ties ſhall riſe up as a ſwift 
witneſs, and the pernicious 
of his incorrigible 
crimes be let looſe to over- 


' take and torment him. 


As to my people at large, 12 
they are truly dear to me, 
neither do I forget any cir- 
cumſtance in their favour, or 
that can in the leaſt extenuate 
their faults ; to their great 


OO 


diſad- 


Ifa. iii. 9. 


50 


Ifa. iii. 12. 
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SECT. 4. diſadvantage it muſt be con- and deſtroy the way 


feſſed, that the moſt childiſh of thy pats. 


weak governors, who are 
quite deſtitute of manly ſenſe 
and experience, uſe them moſt 
tyrannically and barbarouſly 
in their exactions and op- 


preſſions; and the daſtardly 


and effeminate are exalted to 
a ſupreme authority, and ſta- 
tions that require the higheſt 
degree of courage and con- 
duct: O my beloved people, 
which renders your caſe almoſt 


deſperate, your ſacred guides 
and prophets themſe ves, whoſe 
province and buſineſs it is to 


direct and aſſiſt you in the 
right way of virtue to happi- 


neſs, by their falſe doctrines, 
diſſolute examples, or ſmooth 
alluring words, molt wicked- 


ly miſlead you to a dreadful 


precipice, where the path is 


13 & 14 


hidden, and you are certain to 


fall into the pit of deſtruction. 


From man it is hardly 


be expected, but Divine Pro- 
vidence will interpoſe to ef- 
fect a reformation; the great 


Lokp of earth and heaven 
will himſelf aſſert the cauſe 
of virtue, and riſe from his 
throne of judgment to form 
deciſive ſentences for his much 


injured and diſtreſſed people, 


13. The Lord ſtand- 
eth up to plead, and 
ſtandeth to judge the 
people. 

14. The Lord will 


enter into judgment 


with the ancients of 
the people, and the 
princes thereof; for 
ye have eaten up the 
vineyard; the ſpoil 
of the poor is in your 
houſes. 

con-; 


15. What mean ye 
that ye beat my peo- 
ple to pieces, and 
grind the faces of the 
poor, faith the LoRÞ 
Gobp of hoſts? 


Book of . 51 


conformable to rules of per-Szcr. 4. 


fe& equity. The All- diſ >— 


cerning Sovereign will exact Iſa· iii. 4. 


"a ſtrict account from men of 


high degree, the ancient and 
revered for wiſdom, the pow- 
erful and opulent, who have 
uſually reckoned themſelves 
above controul : there is a- 
bundant reaſon, for O ye ſons 
of avarice, and moſt greedy 
cormorants, not ſatisfied with 
that portion which of right 
belongs to you, you have en- 
groſſed and conſumed the 


whole vintage; your palaces 


are enriched and adorned with 
that which you have extort- 
ed from the common people; 
you have plundered the poor 


for the ſplendour of your 
_ cloathing, and the luxury and 


extravagance of your table. 
What would you be under- 15 
ſtood to intend by ſuch beha- 
viour, or what can you offer 
in ſupport of ſuch barbarity ? 
that as beating my people to 
ieces in a mortar, or grind- 
ing the faces of the poor in 


a mill to powder, you ſeize 


their properties, refuſe their 
reaſonable demands, or extort 
from them diſproportionate 
ſums ; only to accumulate to 
yourſelves amultitude of cum- 


H 2 ber- 
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berſome uſeleſs riches, faith 
the common Maker, and ſu- 
preme Director and Preſerver 
of all ranks and degrees of 
creatures throughout the uni- 
verſe. „„ 
In whatever ſex or age, ir- 16. Moreover, the 


| ge | 3 Lord ſaith, Becauſe 
regularities prevail that are the daughters of Zion 


baneful to ſociety, they are are haughty, and walk 


not to be paſſed over in ſi- with ſtretched forth 


lence, but ſhall ſurely be 5 necks, and wanton 


f nn . eyes, walking and 
niſned a juſt and holy God mincing as they go, 
therefore further declares; and making a m tink- 
ei with their feet. 


mTintling, &c. in the original ſignifies certain trinkets which 
the Hebrew. ladies wore about their feet either to make a 


Pretty tripping motion, or diſcover them in their gait. 
HW ori 


anten eyes, in the original is deceiving with their eyes. 
5 Y = ws . * * . 1 | . 
Caul, in the original is the name of a certain ay orna- 


ment, not impropably a kind of network for the head, or 


neck and breaſts. : EETY | 

Round tires, from the original ſignifying a head dreſs ; per- 
haps was the ſame that Dr. Shaw deſcribes. Trav. 204. to be 
nearly of a triangular or ſemilunar form made of thin flex- 
ible plates of gold or ſilver, cut through and engraved in 


imitation of lace. Some ornaments of the ſame form, he 


ſays, might be hung upon the necks of camels, and fall 
down before upon their breafts, as is recorded of the Mi- 
dianitiſh Princes. Fudg. vill. 21. | | 

" Chains from the original may betranſlated Armillæ, Periſce- 
Lides, ornamenta crurum. It has been obſerved concerning this, 


and might have been of many others, that we underſtand ſo 


little of the dreſs and ornaments of the Hebrews, that no 
certain account can be given of the ſenſe of many of theſe 
expreſſions ; may not the following lines if not in ſome mea- 
ſure compenſate for the want, yet be acceptable to the po- 
Etic reader, . 
Under his forming hands a creature grew, 
M.anlike, but different ſex: fo lovely fair, 
That what ſeem'd fair in all the world, ſeem'd now 
Mean, or in her ſumm'd up, in her contain'd, = 
SI | n 


Wi 


1 (Þ — iy UL 
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Lord will ſmite ee and virgins are arrived to the 
be bead o es utmoſt height of arrogance 
een, Zicw . 28 affectation in their gait 
and the LorD will and air, gaudineſs and wan- 
diſcover their ſecret tonneſs in their apparel, mo- 
3 tions, and geſtures, with cri- 
» minal deſigns to corrupt and 

| allure the men into the moſt 
dangerous and fatal ſnares, 

they ſhall appear ſubjected to 

the moſt diſagreeable and of- 
fenſive dior ; inſtead of 
an exceſſive delicacy in their 
hair, and finical neatneſs 4 
| the 


And in her looks, which from that time infus'd 
Sweetneſs into my heart unfelt before. 
— When I approach 
Her lovelineſs, ſo abſolute ſhe ſeems 
And in herſelf complete, fo well to know 
Her own, that what ſhe wills to do or ſay 
Seems wiſeſt, virtuouſeſt, diſcreeteſt, beſt : 
Crown of the head, which they gloried in, and inſolently 


lifted up, ſhould become ſo offenſive that they ſhould be 


aſhamed of them, 
And the Lord will diſcover, &c. i. e. ſuffer the greedy ſol- 
diery in their wanton rage, in order to increaſe their plund- 
er, to ſpoil them of their rich attire, and ſtrip them to the 
very ſkin, as is recorded Ezek. xxiii. 26. 
They Raf alſo ſtrip thee out of thy cloths, and take away thy 
arr Jewels, 1 
Cault, a kind of network, of which their ſtockings were 
made, ſo thin that the ſkin might be ſeen through them. 
Tablets, in the original, houſes of the ſoul, certain flat jewels 
which they wore upon their breaſts, and ſo exceeding curi- 
ous that they had them in the higheſt eſtimation. 
Rings and noſe jewels hanging down from their noſes as 
well as their ears, to which Solomon alludes Prov. xi. 22. 


Fine linnen, much uſed in thoſe hot countries, eſpecially 
during the exceſſive heat of the ſummer ſeaſon. | 
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SECT. 4. 
3 
Iſa. iii. 16. 


and hinder them from being 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


the adjuſtment of their locks, 
their heads ſhall be inflamed 
with a nauſeous diſeaſe ; and 
in the room of changes of 
garments, they ſhall not com- 
mand decent and neceſſary 
ones to hide their nakedneſs, 


expoſed to the utmoſt indig- 
nities of brutal violence. 


18,10, 20, At the approaching awful 
1 calamitous ſeaſon, the 
"+ moſt high God, by the deſo- 


lating ſcenes he ſhall produce 
amongſt them, ſhall com- 
pletely mortify all the gay 
and vain deſires of the weak 


and frail ſex: ſhall diveſt them 


of their rich variety of orna- 
ments to diſplay their beauty, 
and captivate admirers; or of 
all opportunity or inclination 
to ſhine in them, and ſet off 
their charms : to all thoſe fin- 
eries, of which they were 
doatingly fond, ſhall every 
thing ſucceed that is generally 


eſteemed deformed, ſordid, and 
_ diſguftful : even their natural 


complexion ſhall be altered; 


and thoſe enchanting forms 


and moſt attracting aſpects in 
which once vicd the lilly and 
the roſe, ſhall be changed by 
their conſtant drudgery in the 


open air, or tedious journeys 


under 


18. In that day 


the Lord will take 


away the bravery of 
their tinkling orna- 
ments about their feet, 
and their cauls, and 
thetr round tires like 
the moon, 


19. The chains and 


. the bracelets, and the 


muſt lers, 

20. The bonnets, 
and the ornaments of 
the legs, and the 
head- bands, and the 
tablets, and the ear- 
rings, | 

21. Therings and 
the noſe-jewels, 

22. The changeable 
ſuits of apparel, and 
the mantles and the 
wimples, and the 
criſping pins, 

5 he glaſſes, 
and the blue linnen, 
and the hoods, and 
the veils. 

24. And it ſhall 
come to paſs, that 
inſtead of ſweet ſmell 
there ſhall be ſtink; 
and inſtead of well» 

" 7 ok 


LOH „. mt 


ſet hair, baldneſs; under the exceſſive heat of a Sgr. 4. 
burning ſun, into a ſickly 
browneſs and a ſwarthy hue. 


and inſtead of a 
ſtomacher, a girdle 
of ſack- cloth; and 
burning inſtead of 
beauty. 


25. Thy men ſhall 


fall by the ſword, 
and thy mighty in war, 


Book of IS AIAH. 


The fanraſtic taſte for theſe 25 


fopperies of unneceſſary attire 


muſt be entirely ſuppreſſed, 


and the gaudy trifles them- 
ſelves become altogether uſe- 
leſs, for there will be no men 
to be thereby enamoured : 
they will have fallen a ſacri- 


fice to the unſparing ravages 


of war; and the braveſt and 


moſt intrepid of them, being 


26. And her gates 


ſhall lament and 
mourn, and ſhe be- 
ing deſolate ſhall fit 
on the ground. 


always moſt ready and for- 


ward to expoſe themſelves, 
have met their untimely and 
lamented fate from the ruth- 


leſs ſword of the victorious 
enemy. | 


In this prevailing ſtate of 26 


general diſtreſs, juſtice ſhall 


no longer be adminiſtred in 


the open courts, nor publick 


aſſemblies held in the ſpacious 


halls ; as if mourning the loſs 
of the moſt diſtinguiſhed citi- 
zens, they ſhall be neglected 
and unfrequented ; even Fe- 


ruſalem itſelf ſhall truly re- 


ſemble a diſconſolate mother, 
ſitting on the naked ground, 
in the moſt affecting poſture 


of gloomy melancholy, and 
dee 


Conn un 
Ifa.iii:24s x 


535 A PARAPHRASE on the. 
SECT.. 4. bitterly bewailing the irrepa- 


Ins, Table loſs of her deareſt chil- 
ff. 


HAF. IV. SECT, v. 


Devaſtalion aud ſignul redufiom of the number of 
the men in comperiſon with the other ſex. Promiſes 
made and conſolation intermixed for thoſe who 
maintained their integrity, or became ſenſible 
by their. ſufferings of their fins, and reclaimed 


From them. 


| Is A. iv. 1. SY | TOA, Iver. 
Szcr. 5. X MIDST other deſolat- A 5 3 
"TE iv. 7 1 ſcenes of the afore- ſhall take hold of one 
3 mentioned tragical period, as, man, ſaying we will 
may naturally be expected eat our own bread, 
from evils! that fall heavieſt md wear our ovn 
upon the men, there ſhall be 1 50 called 5 thy 
a remarkable deficiency of- name to take away , 
thoſe in the prime of life, and our ='reproac, © 
proper ſeaſon to enter into the 
conjugal relation: to that de- 
gree of ſcarcity, that ſeveral 
women ſhall apply to one and 
the ſame inctividual, in order 
to engage him to become their 
JV 


25252 K» >) „ 


n From the general expectation that the Maſſiab might 
be born of them, the Fews are ſaid to have been very early 
in their matrimonial contracts, accounting ſterrility or bar- 
renneſs, a peculiar reproach: thus Feptha appears in extreme 
diſtrefs for his raſh v6w; not perhaps that, as ſome have in- 
terpreted, it obliged him to Were his daughter: but to 
condemi this his only child to perpetual virginity ; and there- 
9 be deprived of poſterity, and his family extinct. 


Bock of IS AIA E. 


common huſband, and admit Sgr. 5. 
them all to paſs for his WIVES 315, I. 1. 


in ſo many words aſſuring 
him, that they will readily 
diſpenſe with all the other 
rights and privileges of the 
matrimonial connection, and 


at their own expence accom- 


2. In that day ſhall 
the branch of the 
Lo xD be beautiful 
and glorious, and the 
fruit of the earth ſhall 
be excellent and 
comely for them that 
are eſcaped of _ 


Vo I. 


modate themſelves with food 
and raiment; provided only, 
he will ſuffer them to be diſ- 
tinguiſhed by his name, and 
remove from them the gene- 
ral odium of ſterility or per- 
petual virginity. 

Indeed, almoſt every thing 
* this unhappy peo- 
ple, ſhall, at this calamitous 
time, wear a moſt diſmal aſ- 

&: in their toral reverſe of 
10 rtune, they ſhall be like a 
tree withered as to its leaves, 
and decayed as to its ſtrength 
of ſtock and root; never- 
theleſs, at that joyful day of 
their general reſtoration, there 
ſhall ſpring from this dry and 
ſeeming ſapleſs trunk, a moſt 

lorious . branch, as of the 
Lord's planting, that ſhall 
produce excellent and beauti- 
tul fruit for the delivered 
people of Trae! : and their 
land, which from their long 
abſence, and its lying uncul- 
Po might be expected 
rod 
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SECT. 5, to be barren and over-run 
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A PARAPHRASE on the 


with weeds, ſhall be found to 
be moſt fertile; enriched with 
corn; and adorned with all 
manner of the choiceſt fruit. 


3 What will be further ob- 


ſervable to their honour, the 
ancient inhabitants of Jeru- 
ſalem, who ſhall ſurvive that 
long interval of tedious bon- 
dage, and after all their hard- 
ſhips be pleaſed witneſſes of 
the captive's return to Mount, 
Zion, ſhall be eminently diſ- 
tinguiſhed from the diſſolute 
heathen, by the ſanctity of 
their morals, and the holineſs 
of their lives; as they are ſe- 
parated from them to be 
God's peculiar people, by 
extraordinary favours and pri- 
vileges : they ſhall once more 
appear to enjoy the divine 
protection, and they ſhall ren- 
der themſelves in ſome mea- 


ſure deſerving of it, by hav- 


ing unteſeryedly devoted them- 
#7 : | ſelves 


3. And it fhall 
come to paſs, that 
he that is left in Zion, 
and he that remaineth 
in Jeruſalem ſhall be 
called holy even every 
one that is o written 
among the living in 
Jeruſalem, 


© friten among the living, an alluſion to the numbering 
of the children of Hrael at their coming out of Egypt, 
and regiſtering their names in a ſcroll : the ſame method 
was taken at their return from the Babylcnifh captivity; thoſe 
who were enrolled in the regiſter-book or ſcroll, are ſaid 
to be written for life, or among the living: whereas, they 
eraſed from their catalogue, or blotted out of their book, 
every years the names af thoſe who died. This may ſerve 


ain Moſes's interceſſion and his 
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prayer, Numb. xi. 15. 


alſo a pailage in St. Paul's epiſtles. Rom. ix. 3. 
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ſelves to his fear and ſervicę; SECT. 5* 


even all, or the greateſt part 


4. When the Lo RD 
ſhall have waſhed 
away the filth of the 
daughters of Zion, 
and ſhall have purged 
the blood of Jeruſa- 
lem, from the midit 
thereof, by the ſpirit 
of judgment, and by 
the ſpirit of burning, 


5. And the LoRD 
will p create upon 
every dwelling place 


of 


of thoſe whoſe names ſhall be 
found in the public regiſter, 


and who ſhall remain alive at 
this period. 


Tis a truly defirable one, 4 


and ſuch ſtate of affairs moſt 
fincerely to be wiſhed for, but 


not however immediately to 


be expected: the children of 


Tjrael are exceedingly degene- 
rate, and previous to their 


reſtoration, have a lone and 


O 
tedious ſervitude and capti- 


vity, for reforming them, to 


undergo : as the pure element 
of water waſhes away un- 
cleanneſs of the body, and 
the refiner's fire ſeparates from 
metals droſſy mixtures; ſo 
efficacious mult a ſevere diſci- 
pline be to free this people from 
the dangerous pollution of vice 
and folly; ſuch influence the 
furnace of affliction ſhall have 
to ſubdue inordinate affec- 
tion, and extirpate evil and 
criminal inclinations and ha- 
bits, which are ſo inveterate 
as to be gun almaſt natu- 
ral. 

This important difference; 
and moral change being 


Once 


p Create, Bara does not hays ſignify, what is ſtrictly 
3 


meant 


\ 
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Sec. 5. once effected, they ſhall in 


— 
Iſa. iv. 5. 


due ſeaſon experience the un- 
ſpeakable advantage in all o- 
ther reſpects: heaven's ſo- 
vereign protection and bleſ- 
ſing ſhall be enjoyed by their 
private families and public 
aſſemblies: as their predeceſ- 
ſors were favoured in their 
travels through the wilder- 


neſs; their marches were led 


by the Almighty, with a pil- 


lar of cloud by day, and in 


the watches of the night by a 
pillar of fire: or as the cover- 
ing of goat's hair, or ram's 


ſkins, keeps the curtains of 


the tabernacle clean, ſo ſhall 


an indulgent providence ſu- 


perintend the affairs of theſe 


ſons of triumph and glory, 


for the unmoleſted poſſeſſion 
of their liberties, and ſafe re- 
turn to their native country, 


6 As their moveable tents, 


moreover, were a ſecurity to 
their anceſtors in the deſerts, 
and 


of Mount Zion, and 
upon her aſſemblies 
a cloud and a ſmoke 
by day, and the ſhin- 


ing of a flaming fire 


by night, for upon 
all the glory hall be 
a defence : 


6. And there ſhall} 
be a tabernacle for a 
ſhadow in the day- 
time from the heat, 

and 


meant by the word create the Hebrews not having com- 
pound verbs, are obliged to make uſe of ſimple ones, in the 
ſame ſenſe that other languages make uſe of compounds: 
ſo that they ſay to create for to male again and to give a 
new form: and metaphorically to exalt to an important truff or 
charge : to be re-eflabliſhed : placed in a better ſtate, or re- 
cover loſt liberty; and in thoſe who have loſt their original 
dignity, and degraded their reaſonable natures, it is uſed to 
denote regeneration, Tſai. xv. Pſal. cii. 19. eiv. 30. Iſai. 
xli. 20. xlv. 7. xlviii. 7. liv, 16. lvii. 19. Fer. xxxi. 22. 


and for a place of re- 
fuge, and for a co- 
vert from ſtorm and 


tom rain. 
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and effectually defended them SE or. 5. 


from the variations of air, Kr Hs 


and inclemencies of ſeaſons ; 
the ſultry heat and the pierc- 
ing cold; in like manner ſhall 
their whole journey be ren- 
dered a ſafe and proſperous 
one from the Chaldean land to 
Judea: and in whatever rui- 
nous condition, it may be ap- 


prehended, that they ſhall 


upon their arrival find their 


houſes and cities, yet abun- 


dant proviſion ſhall be made 
for their . ſhelter and ſecuri 

ty: no vengeance ſhall pur- 
ſue, no enemy overtake, no 
raging ſtorms diſperſe, nor 
heavy rains overwhelm them. 


SECT. 


A PARA THRAS E on the 


ch v. SECT. vi 


The Iſraelites repreſented under the ſimilitude of a 
vineyard: the planter's attention and induſtry in 
order for a rich and plentiful produce. His ex- 
pettations diſappointed by its unnatural wild fruit. 
His conſequent defigns concerning it. The alle- 
gorical  bymn explained to be intentional of the 
unworthy returns of the Jewiſh people for divine 
- favours. Their captivity threatened, and its cir- 
cumſtances of miſery deſcribed. Ver. 1—16. 


| Eels v. 1. * . I. 


Sect. 6. MORE indirect ad- New will I ſing 
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to my well- be- 


1 dreſs by ſenſible images, loved a ſong of m 

has ſometimes awakened, in- beloved touching his 

ſtructed, and pleaſed, prefer- vineyard; my well- 

able to ſimple narratives and belced hath a vine- 
5 P ard in a very fruit- 

plain ſtrong remonſtrances; ful q hill. 

at preſent I am inclined to 

try the experiment, and ſhall 

employ the natural ſimilitude 

of a vineyard, in poetic num- 

bers, for the benefit of my 

dear countrymen : the form 

is that of an ode or hymn, 

with which a very affection- 

ate friend of mine uſes to en- 

ter- 


q Hill, Judea was a mountainous country, and the ge- 
neral method of placing virfts was on "ay {Ts ; but moſt 
tranſlators are faid to be inexcuſable in transforming a vil- 
lage or town called Sarek where Dalila lived, into a choice 
vine, and a noble vinz, what ſhould have been rendered vine 


of Sarek, Gen, xlix. Judg. XVi, 4s Hat. Xvi. 8. Fer. . 1. 
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tertain his leiſure hours, reſ- Sgr. 6+ 
pecting his plantation, i 


IIA. v; 1 


2. And he fenced 
it, and gathered out 
the ſtones thereof and 
planted it with the 


choiceſt vine, and 


built a tower in the 
midſt of it, and 
made a wine-preſs 
therein: and he 
looked that it ſhould 
bring forth grapes, 


and it brought forth 


wild grapes, 


which he takes great  plea- 
ſure : this my very familiar 


acquaintance, delighting in 
rural affairs, promiſes him- 


ſelf much happineſs and ſa- 
tisfaction in a certain vine- 
yard he has, that is moſt ad- 
vantageouſly ſituated in the 
propereſt ſoil, and on the 
ring ground of a funny; dry, 
and fruitful hill. 

No labour, expence, or 


art have been ſpared, that 


this piece of ground might 
anſwer his intentions; that it 
might receive no injuries from 
the rapacious hands of thieves, - 
nor rude touches of wild 
beaſts, he hath ſurrounded it 
with a ſtrong fence; to im- 
prove the ſoil, hath cleared 
it of gravelly and ſtoney mix- 
tures; and to have the rich- 
eſt fruit, the trees he plant- 
ed are the beſt. and choic- 
eſt he has been able any where 
to procure: he hath raiſed a 
tower of obſervation in the 
midſt or center, to afford a 
proſpect to the whole circum- 
ference; and placed watch- 
men in it, to give the earlieſt 
intelligence of the moſt diſ- 
tant approaches of enemies or 
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Sscr. 6. invaders: to compleat the 


S—— whole of his apparatus, he 


es 2 had a wine preſs made to 
extract and prepare for 


fermentation and conſump- 


tion, the abundant juice cf 
this noble fruit; he never 
doubted the produce, the 
plenty, or the perfection: in- 
conceivably great hath his diſ- 
appointment been, that he 
hath met with quite the con- 
trary; and inſtead of good 
ones, found that it bore wild 
grapes, that might be caſt out 
and trodden under foot, but 
comported not at all with the 
. ends he had propoſed. 

In a matter ſo very plain, 
he yet deſires an 1mpartial 
judgment may be formed, and 

a ſentence pronounced that is 
ſatisfactory to all mankind ; 
ſays the owner, therefore, I 
do appeal to you, the people 
of 1/raet, and requeſt it, that 
you will give your freeſt ſen- 
timents on the ſtrange event ; 
and where the charge is to be 
laid, whether on me, or on 
my vineyard. "Speak out, do 
not ſpare 3 can you conceive 
of any farther methods that 
I might have done, yet have 
not taken for the cultivation 
of the ſoil, increaſe of the 
a pro- 


3. And now O 
inhabitants of Jeru- 
ſalem, and men of 
Judah, judge 1 pray 
you betwixt me and 
my vineyard. 

4. What could have 
been done to my 
vineyard, that I have 
not done in it : where- 
fore when 1 looked 
that it ſhould bring 
forth grapes, brought 
it forth wild grapes ? 


5. And now go 
to; I will tell you 
what I will do to 
my vineyard, I will 
take away the r hedge 
thereof, and it ſhall 


be eaten up, and 


break down the wall 
thereof, and it ſhall 
be trodden down. 
6. And I will lay 
it waſte, it ſhall not 
be pruned or digged, 
but there ſhall come 
up briers and thorns ; 
I will alſo command 
the s clouds that they 
rain no rain upon It, 


\ 
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fruit? 
it happen that the quantity is 


ſo ſmall, and the quality ſo 


evil and diſagreeable? 

No error 
chargeable, nor any fault poſ- 
ſible to be found with me in 


the caſe, it of courſe follows, 


what is to be done, what e- 
quity really excites to and all 


reaſon dictates; that is, as I 


poſitively declare, I will here- 
after conſider it as unprofit- 
able and barren, and utterly 
improper to have any farther 


charge or trouble beſtowed on 


it: the lower part of the wall 
or hedge I will remove, and 
the vineyard ſhall become an 
eaſy prey to unruly cattle; 
and the upper of briars and 
thorns demoliſh, ſo that it 


) 


r Hedge, in the original ſignifies the lower part of a fence, 
whether it be wall or hedge that defended the vineyard from 
unruly beaſts: the upper part conſiſted of thorns that guarded 
it from the incurſions of miſchievous bad men. 


Vitringa in Loc. 


s Clouds, this the above learned author underſtands as 2 
moſt _— Paranomaſia, intimating that he would enjoin 
his prophets not to ſupply them with neceſſary foreknow- 


being juſtly 


ledge, nor plenty of their prophecies. This might be one 
of their puniſhments, and not a flight one, but by the diſ- 
mal ſcenes of famine and miſery ſuggeſted, hardly ex- 
preſſes the whole of what is_ intended ; which is ſurely that 
the Almighty orders ſecond cauſes, and their operations, and 
ſo diſpoſeth of all things in heaven and earth, that nothing 
happens without his knowledge, direction, or permiſſion. 
Vol. I, K N 
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produce, or meliorating the SECT, 6. 


If not, whence does . 4 
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A PARAPHRAS E on the 


SECT. 6. may be trampled on by diſ- 


Iſa. v. 6. 


orderly bad men: I will no 


more cultivate, but abandon 


it as waſte ground; fruit. 
lels ſhoots ſhall exhauſt 
its ſtrength; its luxuriant 
branches ſhall not be lopt ; 
nor the land digged and clear- 
ed of weeds and brambles, 
that ſhall intermix with and 


choak it; further, my direc- 


tions to the watery clouds of 
heaven ſhall be, that they emp- 
ty not themſelves on 1t in the 
pearly dew or the refreſhing 
rain, 


The thin veil of the above 


parabolical deſcription 1s ea- 
fily ſeen through; by the em- 
blem of a vineyard, the 7eroiſb 
tribes, in plain language, are 
doubtleſs intended to be re- 
preſented; the pleaſant plant 
ſignifies that beloved people; 
their culture and privileges 
for all inſtances, and the high- 
eſt degrees of them, might na- 
turally raiſe expectations, that 
they would improve to the 


utmoſt, in that righteouſneſs, 


juſtice, humanity, and mer- 


CY, 


7, For the vine- 
yard of the Lok D of 
of Hoſts is the houſe 
of Iſrael, and the 
men of Judah his 
rs plant : and 
ie looked for judg- 
ment, but behold 
t oppreſſion; for 
righteouſneſs, but 


behold a cry. 


t Oppre/icn, from the original is to cl-ave to or adhere as a 


ſcab to the ſkin. A ſcab, perhaps the effects of unjuff ſcourg- 
ing, the wheals or cuts of which produced it on the back of 
the innocent. Or as the bottle to the mouth of him that 


drinketh out of it. Hab. ii. 15. 


0 > » mm 


de 


cn 


2 


uy 


of 


at 


8. Wo unto them 
that u join houſe to 
houſe, that lay field 
to field, till Here be 


no place, that they 


may be placed alone 
in the midſt of the 
earth, 


9. In mine ears 
id the Lo RD of 
Hoſts, of a truth 
many houſes ſhall be 
deſolate, even great 
and fair, without in- 
habitant. 


ter for poſſeſſions, 
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cy, which exalt a nation; Sker. 85 


but behold the prevalence of > Ita. 


tyranny and oppreſſion which 
diſgrace a people ; inſtead of 
integrity, candour, and bene- 
volence, what is to be heard 
in the ſtreets but the loudeſt 
outcries of injured innocence, 
and unredreſſed grievances ? 
Their career muſt be check- & 
ed : may their horrid progreſs 
ſoon be obſtructed, it is per- 
nicious to mankind ; who are 
worldly minded, whoſe ava- 
rice is ſo inſatiable and enor- 
mous that they are continual- 
ly increaſing the number of 
their houſes; and engroſſing 


on every ſide the land; till 


they commence a kind of cen- 
and the 


whole circumference becomes 
their ſole property. 


They ſhall prove fatallyꝰ 


miſtaken in any great and 


laſting advantage, they may 
propoſe to themſelves; ſuch 


ſordid vile practices are no ſe- 


crets to the Omniſcient and 
Almighty Being: they are 
highly provoking to him who 
hath given the earth for all 


K 2 | the 


u Join, &c. How ſtriking a repreſentation this, of mo- 
dern practice, and the dreadfut inhumanity among us, of 
engroſſing farms, monopolizing proviſions! &c, 
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68 A PARAPHRASE on the 


Sxcr, 6. the children of men ; and he 
F>— hath thundered it in my ears, 


Te v. 9. jn what moſt juſt and dread- 
ful manner he will reſent,with 
a moſt ſolemn aſſeveration, E 1 
ſaying, Let me not be God, 5 
if theſe abominations eſcape d 
unpuniſhed; when the poor u 
are made to ceaſe from the 5 
land if the rich long remain A 
to cumber it ; if habitations 
of all dimenſions be not time- 
ly vacated, and the moſt ſu- 
perb and magnificent ſtruc- 
tures quite emptied, _ = fs 
io Farther, as to the large of vineyard ſhall 
tracts of land they have co- yield one x bath, and 
veted ſo greedily, they ſhall the ſeed of an homer 
come far ſhort of anſwering ſhall yield an ephah. 
their hopes and wiſhes : ten 92 
| 4 by 
acres of ground planted with | tt 
vines, that uſed to produce | re 
an hundred, ſhall yield only 0 
the ſmall quantity of about | th 
nine gallons; and the poor P 


and inconſiderable crop ariſ- 
ing from eight buſhels of ſeed- 
; | corn 


. * Bath contained /ix hins i. e. about fix gallons; ſome 
ſay four gallons and a half : others, that it is of the ſame ca- 
pacity with the - go or buſhel that is eight gallins. Hemer 
was a meaſure for liquor, as well as for grain. and con- 
tained ren baths, as is evident from the prophet Ezekiel xlv. 
14. who ſays ten baths are an Homer. The epha of the ſame 
quantity with the S th, oaly the one is for dry things, the 
other for wet, and may be called the Hebrew buſhel. Lew. 


Antiq. b. vi. c. Iviil. 


99 "> ow, pas 167 


11. Wo unto them 
that riſe up early in 
the morning, that they 
may follow ftrong 
drink, that continue 
until night ill wine 
inflame them, 


12. And the harp 


and the viol, the ta- 
bret and pipe are in 


their feaſts: but they 
regard not the work 
of the Lo RD, nei- 
their conſider the o- 


peration of his hands. 
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corn, ſhall not exceed one SECT. 6, 
tenth of that number of mea- 115. = = 

| | + IT, 
ſures. 6s 

Let poverty, diſeaſes, and 
miſery . overtake them; in 
their diſorderly courſes they 
are indeed deſtining them- 
ſelves to an untimely fate, 
and let it make haſte, who 
riſe up early in the morning 
for no other purpoſe but to 
drown their reaſon in intem- 
perate potations, and without 
intermiſſion cantinue the ſen- 
ſual brutal indulgence till e- 
vening that wine has inflam- 
ed all the irregular paſſions of 
a degenerate nature. 

Their feſtival entertain- 12 2 
ments are further heightened 
to the utmoſt extravagance of 
vain and idle, lewd and inde- 
cent mirth, with various ener- 
vating inſtruments of muſic 
and the enchanting ſound of 
the harp, the viol, the tabret 
and the pipe ; but they ſhew 
no reliſh for yirtue and piety, 
nor pleaſure in the nobleſt 
contemplations on the beauties 
and wonders of creation and 


providence ; nor yet concern 


themſelves to underſtand the 
nature, deſign, and tendency 


of events and affairs wherein 


they are greatly intereſted, 
Which 


70 A PartaAPHRASE on the 
Sx r. 6. which are plainly intended to 
ESD arouſe them from their mor- 
bal lethargy, and engage them 
by a timely and effectual re- 
pentance to ward off or avoid 
the moſt terrible impending 


Judgments and calamities. 


13 If not amended, theſe will 13. Therefore my 
be the effect of their levity of People are gone into 
captivity, becauſe 


temper and diſſolute manners; e late no know- 
and it may as fully be de- ledge; and their ho- 
pended on as if it had already 8 men are fa- 
happened, that my beloved, 1 m_— Py 
but unthinking people, ſhall yit chirſt. 
be ſwept away, as with an 
overwhelming hurricane, by 
a dreadful and unavoidable 
captivity into a foreign land ; 
entirely on this account, that 
they retain no true knowledge 
of their duty, nor ſincere re- 
gard for religion, prudence, 
and moderation : all ranks 
ſhall be involved in the cala- 
mity, the dire cataſtrophe; the 
greateſt and moſt illuſtrious, 
whoſe luxuries have been 
boundleſs, ſhall not have 
common neceſſaries of food, 
ſufficient to gratify the ſober 
appetite of returning hunger, 
and the unnumbered herds of 
populace ſhall want ordinary 
beverage to aſſuage the vio- 
lent heat of their parching 


thirſt, | 
. F Epidemical 


aA «a A©A ty on ak dam a 
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14. Therefore yhell Epidemical diſeaſes and asg or. 6. 
bath enlarged her- general mortality naturally >> 


d h Ifa. v. 14 
— a follow; to that degree, that 


ſure; and their glo- the uſual burying ground can 
ry, and their multi- hardly contain the extraordi- 


tude, and their pomp, ; "4 
and his ob nary increaſe of dead bodies 


hall deſcend into it. to be interred in it; the grave, 
like ſome fell monſter that 
ſtretches and to the utmoſt 


b enlarges its jaws to devour a 
le plentiful freſh prey, muſt 
# open wide its mouth for ad- 
. mitting the incredible num- 
ir bers of an almoſt univerſal 
Þ devaſtation : and all their fan-. 


taſtic ſhews of external ſplen- 
dor, crouded aſſemblies, pom 
pous triumphs, with the inge- 
nious artiſt who ſupplies them 
with ſcenes of pleaſure and 
teſtivity, as if they altogether 
at once ſunk into the pit of 
deſtruction; fhall entirely ceaſe 
- from the land. 5 
15. And the mem As the defection and re-15 
man ſhall be brought volt, ſo ſhall the ruin be a 
down, moſt 


I The Hebrew writers, as a learned author expreſſes it, 
exceed all others in their beauty and imagery. Sophocles muſt 
be owned by a natural and noble proſepopeia, to have ag- 
gravated the miſery of the Theban under the deſolating viſi- 
tation of a moſt dreadful plague, in thoſe firong and ſpi- 
rited expreſſions, *© Hell is enriched with groans and lamen- 
«« tations,” But the image is greatly heightened by this 
0 Fewiſh author, who deſcribes Hell or Hades, as an enor- 
% mous mo zſter who hath extended and enlarged himſelf, and 
opened his infatiable mouth without meaſure.” 
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St CT. 6. 


— 


Iſa. v. 15. 


A PARABPHRASE on the 


moſt compleat one; thoſe in 
ſtraitened circumſtances, and 
a deſpicable condition of ſor- 


down, and the mighty 
man ſhall be humbled, 


and the eyes of the 


loft 


ſhall be hum- 


did poverty, ſhall be reduced bled. 


to ſtill greater diſtreſſes; and 
however he is connected or 
environed, the man of wealth 


and power ſhall find all his 


reſources utterly to fail him; 
the haughty creſt of a lordly 


ambition ſhall be quite dropt. 


and the menacing airs of a 
diſdainful arrogance perfectly 
mortified ; indeed, the looks 


of terror be immoveably de- 


termined to the ground. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. v. 
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SES. 


The All-prefiding Divinity admirable, illuſtrious, 
and adorable for the wiſdom and impartial equity 
of his judgments : the moſt abſcure, but ſincerely 
good and virtuous preſerved. Ihe wicked great diſ- 
tinguiſhed in their pumſhment, as they had been 


in their crimes. 


A ſtriking . deſcription of their 


enormities, and the military ardour of their ene- 
mies, and the executioners of divine wrath upon 
them. Ver. 16, to the end. | 


Is A. v. 16. 
UT the LokD 
of Hoſts ſhall 
be exalted in judg- 
ment, and God that 
is holy ſhall be ſanc- 
tified in righteouſ- 
nels, 


Vor. I. 


ISA. v. 16. 
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HE mildeſt beams of SE or. 7. 


| heavenly goodneſs - and 
mercy having long played 
upon the obdurate Jes, but 
not molified, nor yet threat- 
enings awed them to rectify 


their errors; the Almighty by 


a ſeries of ſeverities ſhall com- 
pel the acknowledgement of 
his ſupreme authority; and 


the Eternal Being moſt glort- 


ouſly diſplay the rectitude of 


— 
Iſa. v. 16. 


his nature and certainty of 


his univerſal dominion, in his 
ſtricter diſcipline, ſhewing, 
that thoſe of the higheſt rank 
are not beyond the reach of 
his omnipotence; thoſe in the 
moſt conſpicuous ſtations not 
exempt from his ſovereign ju- 
riſdiction. 

. That 


74 A PARAPHRAS E 0 the 


SECT. 7. That the minds of my 17 Then ſhall the 

—— humble and dutiful ſervants lambs feed y after 

Ifa. v. 17. their manner, and the 
: may not be Over much Per- waſte places of the 

plexed and diſtreſſed when fat ones ſhall ſtrang- 

theſe tremendous and alarm ers cat. 

ing events ſhall happen, let 

them be aſſured, ſaith their 

Former, that a remarkable 

difference ſhall be made; the 

inoffenſive and upright ſhall 

not be overlooked or neg- 

lected ; like the lambs of the 

flock that graze and feed 

where they are led, they ſhall 


meet with ſupport and con- pa, ha 
| duct, cultivate the land and - = wi 
| enjoy its produce ; when death - 

or bondage ſhall force grind- | 4: 
| ing oppreſſors and groſs epi- | th; 


cures from their poſſeſſions, 
„ which they have perverted to 
| extortion or profulion ; and 
| | foreigners without pretence of 
right to them, ſhall plant and 
gather, ſow and reap the 
crops and fruit, in their reſ- 
ective ſeaſons. 5 | 
13 The people are incorrigi- 18 Wounto them 
ble, and threatened evils moſt that draw iniquity 
certainly will ere long be in- e ard 
| and fin as it were 
flicted on them; but they with a cart-rope. 
cannot be too much blamed, | 


nor 


* - 
y After their manner, or where they are led, from the origi- and 


nal Hebrew which in the Chaldee and Syriac, ſignifies to lead. put 
Mich, ii. 12. | a 
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nor expect to eſcape the great-Sz CT. 7. 
eſt miſery, whoſe horrid pre- >= 
ſumption of a growing wick 
edneſs precipitates the tragi- 
cal ſcenes of this dire viſita- 
tion; who, as weighty bur- 
dens are dragged with diffe- 
rent kinds of cords, pull and l 
force upon themſelves and 
fellow- citizens, by their mul- 
tiplied abominations, the hea- 
vieſt weight of divine ven- 
geance. | 
uh That fay, let The ſhocking language of ig 
555 3 3 _ whoſe hardened and progreſ- 
we may ſee it; and five ungodlineſs is plainly as 
let the counſel of the follows; We are not to be 
oy one of Ifracl terrified with em ty ſounds 
raw nigh, and come i ' 
that we may know it, and meer unmeanning words z | 
let the Almighty, if he would 
convince us that his repeated 
menaces ſignify any thing, 
haſten the execution of them, 
produce the terrible facts that 
verify them; in other words, 
if ſuch frightful matters are 
in ſtore, and the God of I, 
m | rael really deſign to ſhew the 
ty ; fierceneſs of his diſpleaſure, 
Ys * why does he ſo long defer to 
re . | 
make bare his arm, and keep 
us in ſuſpenſe what the utmoſt 
| is that can happen ? 
20. Wounto them Nothing ſo much concerns 20 
a that call evil good, mankind, as in their princi- 
gi- and good evil; that . 3 
= put darkneſs for light PIES and practices to maintain 
and L 2 the 
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the juſt knowledge and ſtrict- 
eſt regard to the moral diſtinc- 
o. tions; the greateſt miſeries are 


then purſu ng, and let them 


make haſte to > overtake, thoſe 


who pervert their own judg- 
ments, and confound theſe 


molt ſacred and important diſ- 
ferences; ſpeak of and behave 


to the light of knowledge, as 
if it was the darkneſs of i ig- 


norance; the darkneſs of ig- 
norance as if 1t was the light 
of knowledge; truth as if it 
was falſhood, and falſhood 


truth ; good evil, and evil 
good]; virtue vice, and vice 


virtue. 
Moſt nobly ornamental of 

human nature is an unaffect- 

ed modeſty and humility: the 


wiſeſt of mortals are molt ſea- 


{ible of their deficiencies ; let 
the bad eſſects of their own 


| folly and precipitancy expoſe 


them, who are ſo full of 
themſelves, and conceited of 


their wn ſuperior diſcern- 
ment and abilities, as to ex- 


pect every thing to happen 


agreeably to their own mea- 
ſures and wiſhes; and that 


they ſtand in no need of hu- 
man advice, nor yet of divine 
direction and aſſiſcance. 


and light for dark- 
neſs; that put bitter 
for feet, and ſweet 
for bitter ! 


21. Wo unto them 


that are wiſe in their 


own eyes, and pru- 
dent in their own 
ſight ! 


Tempe- 


* 
er 
et 


pe 
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22. Wo unto them 
that are mighty to 
drink wine, and men 
of ſtrength to mingle 
ſtrong drink. 

23. Which juſtify 


the wicked for re- 


ward, and take away 


the righteouſneſs of 


the righteous from 
him, 


24. Therefore as 
the fire devoureth the 
{tubble, and the flame 
conſumeth the chaff, 


fo their root ſhall be 


rottenneſs; and their 


bloſſom 


Temperance is the ſove- S kor. 7. 


reign balm of life, and anti- 
dote againſt unnumbered e- 
vils, diſeaſes, and diſaſters; 
let their ſufferings be great as 
their folly is inexcuſeable, 
who, notwithſtanding that 
their conſtitutions are too 
hale and ſtrong immediately 
to ſink under the ignominious 
burden, habituate themſelves 
to the exceffive uſe of inflam- 
ing liquors; and pride them- 
ſelves in the extraordinary vi- 
gour of their natural frame, 
that heady and intoxicating 
mixtures cannot affect them: 
who, under the wretched in- 
fluence of wine that is z 
mocker, and ftrong drink 
raging, may eaſily be im- 
poſed on, biaſſed, or corrupt- 
ed to pronounce the moſt ini- 
quitous and partial ſentences; 
even to condemn the inno- 
cent, as if they had commit- 
ted the moſt atrocious crimes; 
and as if they had done no- 
thing amiſs or unworthy, to 
ſuffer the guilty to eſcape un- 
puniſhed. | 
Sentence againſt an ev1124 
work 1s not always ſpeedily 
executed ; at preſent, men of 
this obnoxious vile character, 
may not ſufter according to 
: their 


Iſa. v. 22. 
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their demerit ; they may ſwim 
in plenty, and riot in effemi- 
nate pleaſure, and as to wealrh 
and power ſeem to proſper and 
flouriſh ; yet they have no 
more ſtability or ſecurity than 
the dry ſtubble has ſtrength 
to ſtand againſt the moſt fu- 
rious rage of a devouring 
fire; or the light chaff a 
chance not to be conſumed by 
the lambient flames of that 


Herce element. They may, 


for vigour and beauty, re- 
ſemble the green and ſpread- 


ing palm: tree; yet as it de- 


clines and its bloſſoms are 
blown away as the lighteſt 
duſt, when its root is once 
decayed, ſo ſhall all their 
ſplendour, pomp, and pride 
vaniſh, as if they had never 
been: it cannot happen other- 


wiſe, for they have no ſolid 


foundation for ſafety or per- 
manency; they have renounc- 
ed their only certain depen- 


dance, and violated thoſe di- 


vine laws which are alike the 
meaſures of duty, and the 
only ſubſtantial grounds of 
all laſting ſatisfaction and hap- 
pineſs; they have derided 
both God's promiſes and 


threatenings, therefore may 


daily expect to be made ſen- 
png _ fible 


bloſſom ſhall go up 
as duſt : becauſe they 
have caſt away the 
law of the LoR D of 
Hoſts, and deſpiſed 
the word of the Hol 
One of Iſrael. 


| | Book of IS AI AR. 1 
7 ſible of his diſpleaſure, whoſe SECT. 3 · 
e 0 „ , : 
5 purity is unſpotted, his recti- r 
5 tude perfect, and his power 1 
y ſupreme. 
25. Therefore is the As if it was already kind- 25 
dale aging bis led and beginning to flame 


people, and he hath 
ſtretched forth his 
hand againſt them, 
and hath ſmitten 
them: and the hills 
did tremble, and 
their carcaſſes were 
torn in the midſt of 
the ſtreets; for all 


this his anger is not 
turned away, but his 
hand 7s ſtretched out 
fill, 


gut, the indignation of the 
Almighty ſhall ſhortly rage 
againſt this offending and moſt 
ungrateful people; as if his 
terrific arm of boundleſs 
ſtrength was viſibly ſtretched 
forth to aim the heavieſt re- 
iterated ſtrokes, he will ere 
long bring upon them a ſuc- 
ceſſion X unavoidable and 
intolerable diſtreſſes; with 
ſuch horror ſhall their minds 
be filled as if the adjacent 
hills ſhook and trembled to 
their center for their own im- 
pending fate : their dead bo- 
dies ſhall be denied the uſual 
rites of a decent interment, 


and he a dilacerated and 


mangled carnage in the midſt 


of the ſtreets. Notwithſtand- 


ing all theſe miſeries, the ſin- 
ners will not repent to appeaſe 


God's anger, that he might 


ſuſpend his judgments, or 
withdraw his avenging hand; 


therefore, there are ſtill great- 


er and more dreadful ones in 
reſerve for them. 


As 
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As a prince ſetting up a _ 26. And he will 


ſtandard for his ſubjects im- lift up an enſign to 
the nations from far, 


mediately to repair to, and and will hiſs unts 
form an army to defend his ow 1. the end of 
erſon and crown; as a ge- the carth: and be- 
2 giving the military 2 _ e Feed f y. 
nal for his troops to put 
themſelves in battle array, and 
march to engage the enemy; 
the offended Deity, as it were, 
ſtanding on the confines of 
Judea, will give the alarm for 
diſtant nations, with their u- 
nited forces, to invade, and 
execute his vengeance, on 
this rebellious land. As a 
ſcattered flock gather together 
at the whiſtle of the ſhep- 
herd; or as mariners haſte to 
their moorings, upon expreſs 
orders from the maſter of a 
ſhip to ſail, ſo ſhall they at- 
tend to his firſt call, and rea- 
dily 


z With ſpeed, &c. in anſwer probably to that moſt indecent 
and provoking ſpeech, v. 19. Let him make ſpeed, and haften 
his work, intimating, that they ſhould find a much quicker 
diſpatch in the judgments that ſhould fall upon them, than 
they defired. The pafſage, however, ſhews with what infi— 
nite eaſe the Almighty can accompliſh things of the greateſt 
difficulty. Tis not ſaid, I will call them together with*the 
mighty voice of my alarming thunder ; but with the leaſt 
kind of noiſe, only a whiſper, and they ſhall inſtantly 
make their appearances from the remoteſt places or the molt 
obſcure corners. With no leſs elegance are the unſearchable 
ways of providence deſcribed, + a it is ſaid, he makes 
darkneſs his ſecret place, his pavilion round about him, dark 
waters, and thick clouds 4 the iky ; and its methods unſearch- 
able; his ways extremely private, in the dark; in the deep 


waters, and his foolſtept not łusun. 
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27. © None ſhall 


ble among 
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of his all- commanding voice. 
be weary, nor ſtum- remarkable alacrity and vi- 
them; mall: 11 
none ſhall Number 6x Sour ſhall attend all their mo- 
ſleep; neither ſhall tions; and as if fluſht with, 
the girdle of their 


e their Preſent victory, they ſhall ea- 


ſhoes be broken. f ties; 
28. Whoſe arrows there ſhall hardly be found a 


are ſharp, and all ſingle inſtance, in all their 
ae ae, e d pot ave and 
counted like flint, - daring, reſolute and impatient 
and their wheels like to give freſh proofs of an 
a whir-wind. | exact diſcipline, an heroic ar- 
dour, and invincible courage; 

not one that is indolent, re- 

muſs, or unſeaſonably and im- 

moderately inclined to reſt 

and ſleep; the ſtate of their 

| garments is perfectly ſuitable 
for the quickeſt diſpatch of 
the ſeveral offices of their 
military enterprize, girded 


+ 


cloſe about their loins, and 
their ſandals - firmly. faſtened 


to their feet; their armour 


3 An able critic has obſerved, that nothing can No Gror 


than the following deſcription : the expreſſions are ſtrong and 
full of lively ideas, which according to our modern way of 
writing, would ſhine in ſeveral pages. The images in this 


admirable. autł or, are not more natural and ſimple, noble 


and ſublime, than they are properly related and cloſely con- 
netted : it is but n if ever, that he leaves his argument, 
till he has advanced every thing that can be ſaid, in order to 
its perſpicuity and plainneſs, grandeur and majeſty, weight 
and ines, ee | h 


paſt ſucceſſes, and certain of 


fily ſurmount all difficulties ; 
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In this grand expedition ag 29. To 


82 A PARA HR AS E on the 


3 7. alſo ſhall be furbiſhed ; their 
I . bows fitted with truſty ſtrings 
and bent ; their arrows ſharp- 
"= to give the quickeſt 
wounds and fink deep; their 
horſes mettleſome, prancing, 
and powerful, ſo thar the flint 
ſtones blaze under their feet ; 
and their chariot wheels agi- 
tated with the rapidity of hur- 
ricanes, rolling about in the 
ſmothering duſt, with an al- 
moſt ſelf-moving velocity and 
violence. 
29 By the uſual military voci- 20. Their roaring 
ferous ſhout for a general at- 2 i a Hon, 
ey ſhall roar like 
tack, they ſhall rend the air, voung lions: yea 
and appear animated, eager, they ſhall roar and 
and full of fury for conqueſt; lay bold of the prey, 
plunder, and triumph : as the na _ agent ver 
ſtrong and fierce lions with x 
their hideous roarings ſpread | 
terror through the whole fo- 
reſt; or as their ravenous 
brood how! with horrible rage 
of relentleſs hunger, to ſeize 
their prey, and hurry it to 
their reſpective dens to be 
devoured ; neither man nor 
beaſt can reſcue : in like man- 
ner ſhall thoſe formidable and 
deſperate invaders ſpeedily o- 
vercome all the oppoſition of 


the Hraelitiſb force that can . 
poſſibly bè raiſed to withſ tand ſe 


them. | an 


And 


Book of IS AIAn. 
30. and in that And in that day of the ut- 
day they ſhall roar moſt diforder and confu on, 
againſt them, like the : 
roaring of the ſea; when the city and temple are 
and if one look unto Tacked and plundered, theſe 


the land, beholddark- 1mpetuous and. barbarous ra- 
neſs and ſorrow, and 


the light is darkened _ ©. Tan 
in the bheavens there- matlons encour 481 ng ONE ano- 


of. ther, ſhall fall on the defence- 
| ieſs helpleſs inhabitants, and 
ſpare neither rank, ſex, nor 

age ; under their accumulated 
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vagers, with mutual loud accla- 


diſtreſs, the wretched tribes 


ſhall look every where, but 
in vain, both above and be- 
neath, for ſuccour and pro- 
tection ; to their native coun- 
try they will determine their 
exploring wiſhes, (a diſmal 
ſcene it is of the moſt abſolute 
ruin and deſolation;) to the 
exalted heavens raiſe their 


' weeping eyes, and not there 


perceive one gleam of conſo- 
lation; nothing but the black- 
eſt clouds of a moſt melan- 
choly and impenetrable obſcu- 
_ rity, that totally intercepts 
all rays of light, hope, or 
10y. - 


b In the heavens, the A, from whence the dew or rain diſ- 


tils; or the dew or the miſty drigaling rain itſelf, which 


cloudeth the heavens. The radix ſignifies to diffi and to 
drop down, Deut. xxxii. 2, xxxiii. 28. alſo the back part f 


_ the head, and to behead, to demoliſh. And here, I apprehend, 


ought to be rendered, not in the heavens, which 1s hardly 
ſenſe, but in the ruin or deflruftimn thereof, which is natural 


and caſy, 
| M 2 CHEAT 
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A viſion of the Prophet Is al ak, or an emblemati. 
cal repreſentation of the Supreme Majeſty in his 
ineffable and unrivalled glory. His extreme aſto- 
niſhment, His appointment to the children of 
Iſrael, to declare how inſenſible they were to all 
expedients for their reformation, and would con- 
tinue to be to the time of their deſtruttion : never- 
theleſs, there ſhould be @ reſidue and ſome few 
ſurvive and improve the calamitous ſeaſon. 


Is A. vi. I. Is A. vi. 1. 
won A nt leere L 
"ens dignity have their i che Lond 


and periods: King Uzziah, ſitting upon a throne 
after a ſhort time of enjoy- Þigh and ain Alle 
ment, with his. vital breath, N 1 " 
- reſigned his crown and king- : 
dom. The ſame year that 
this happened, by ſome ſtrong 
impulſes on my mind, in the 
ſilent hours of night and ſleep, 
faith the prophet, ſcenes were 
_ preſented to my meditations, 
fuch as this vain world affords 
no adequate images of; as 
with my bodily eyes, in my 
thoughts, I beheld the Ever- 
bleſſed and only Supreme. Po- 
tentate, arrayed in the moſt 
Pe 


S & ft <& x9 


c : May 6 fi gnify the rays of glory _— from God's lofty 


throne. 
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{ſplendid robes of Divine Ma-Sz or. 8. 
jeſty, and ſeated on an exalt- | 
ed throne of unutterable ra- 
diancy and glory; and the | 
rays which iſſued from the So- | 
vereign Preſence expanded, 
and repleniſhed the whole 
large edifice of the Fewihh 
ne. 
2, Above it food In their proper ſituation and 2 
the ſeraphim : each _ | 2 5 
one bad d fix wings, Poſture of miniſters in wait- 
with twain he cover- Ing, ſtood the ſacred retinue 
ed his face, and with of heavenly intelligences, con- 
twain he covered bis feſſing an infinite diſtance 
feet, and with twain | 8 s 3 
be did fly. and expecting God's high 
| commands: every individual 
was furniſhed with fix wings; 
with two, from an impreſſive 
ſenſe of the utmoſt reverence, 
he covered his face; with 
two, from the ſtricteſt regard 
to modeſty and a juſt deco- 
rum, he covered his feet; 
and with two appeared in per- 
fect readineſs, the moment it 
was ſignified, to fulfil the 
Maker's 


Ifa. vi. I's 


— 


s There is a fimilar paſſage in Ezekiel i. 6. wherein the 
prophet, ſpeaking of the angels which appeared to him in a 
viſion, adds, that every one had four faces, and that their 
whole bodies, and their backs, and their hands, and their wings, 
were full of eyes round about : which Milton has ſo finel 
wrought into a part of his narration f 
LE | The cohort bright | 

Of watchful cherubim, four faces each 
Had, Iike a double Janus, all their ſhape 
| Spangled with eyes, &c. OO 
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S:cr. 8. Maker's pleaſure, and with 


the quickeſt diſpatch of a 
winged ſpeed obey his orders, 
In one. and the fame lan- 


guage of a molt rational and 


ſocial harmonious homage, 
thoſe illuſtrious ſeraphs bore 
conſtant teſtimony to the per- 
fect rectitude of the Divine 


Nature, and impartial equity 


of his government and pro- 


vidential diſpenſations; alter- 
nately declaring his eſſential 
and unalterable holineſs ; this 


unſullied attribute, ſay they, 


is abundantly conſpicuous in 
his favoured land of Judea; 


indeed, it is illuſtriouſly glo- 


rious in every region and cli- 
mate of this habitable earth; 
no province ſo remote or ob- 
{cure, as. to be deſtitute of 
the bright diſplays of Omni- 
potence, unerring wiſdom, 
perfect righteouſneſs, and un- 
bounded goodneſs. | 
As the eftect of his elevat- 
ed voice, who proclaimed the 
| Praiſes 


3. And one cried 
unto another, and 
ſaid, Holy, Holy, 
Holy is t ie Loxb 
God of Hoſts, the 
e whole earth is full 


of his glory. 


4. And the f poſts 
of the door moved at 
the voice of him that 

cried, 


e Flele earth, &c. Th de Ps, denounced in the. xoth, 
11th, and 12th verſes of the foregoing chapter is ſuppoſed 
to be here referred to ; ; and that Haaratz is more eſpecially 


deſigned to fignify the land of Fudea. 


f P:/fs, &c. The fymbols ſeem here alluded to, or ſenſible | 


effects, which, according to the ſacred hiſtorians, accom- 
panied the introduction of the ark into the temple, 1 Kings 
viii. 10. & 11, The ecphonyſis, in the next verſe, is beauti- 


fu ully 


ofts 
d at 
that 
ied, 


oth, 
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ally 
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cried, and the houſe 
was filled with the 
ſmoke. 


5. Then ſaid I, 
Wo is me, for I am 
undone, becauſe I 
am a man of unclean 
lips, and dwell in 


the midſt of a people 


of unclean lips: for 
mine eyes have ſeen 
the King, the LoRD 
of Hoſts, 


praiſes of the moſt high God, Szer. 8. 


the very building ſeemed ſhak- 


en, animated, and endued with 


the quickeſt motions and ſen- 


ſations, to the lintels of the 
door; and the whole houſe 


or temple was inſtantly filled 
with the vapour of ſmoke, as 
the tabernacle had been in 


former times with the pillar 
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of a cloud, the ſymbol or 


certain emblem of the divine 
preſence. | 


With this extraordinary 5 


phœnomenon, though only 
in a viſion, I own I felt an 
unuſual and moſt violent per- 
turbation ; which an una- 
voidable ſenſe of my own im- 
perfection and unworthineſs 


ſuggeſted and greatly increal- 


ed: full of trembling fears 
for the conſequences, ſaid I 
to myſelf, Alas for me, poor 
miſerable mortal, I am ſurely 


deſtined to a ſudden fate of 


irremediable ruin, inaſmuch 


as I cannot pretend to a ſin- 


leſs perfection, and am con- 
nected with a moſt corrupt 
and rebellious people: my 


inſtruc- 


fully and emphatically expreſſive, how extremely ſenſible 
the prophet was of his own unworthineſs, and how he almoſt 
defpaired of the forgiveneſs of his fins, when the Almighty 


did ſo ſignally manifeſt himſelf. Deut. v. 25. Judges vi. 


* 


vi. 5. 


8. 
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inſtruction, example, and ad- 
monitions have been attend- 


ed with defects, and their con- 
duct is chargeable with great 


perverſeneſs; we may both 
be apprehenſive, for tis no 
common object that has been 


preſented to my view, and not. 


improbably a moſt exact ac- 


count may be required of our 


paſt conduct, by the Univer- 
ſal Potentate, and undeceived 
all- diſcerning Sovereign. 


6 To afford ſome immediate 
relief to my anxious tortured 


breaſt, one of the refined and 


angelic train was diſpatched 


and approached me, convey- 


ing in his hand a live coal, 


impregnated with ſovereign 


virtues; which he had taken 


with the tongs from off the 


altar, and which would be ef- 


ficacious to all ſalutary pur- 
poſes. : 


7 As was intended, without 


a moment's delay, he applied 
it to my mouth, the too fre- 
quent ſource of unguarded 
expreſſions, or a faulty ſi- 
lence, -reviving my hopes 


with 


invokes 


6. Then flew one 


of the Seraphims un- 


to me, having a live 
coal in his hand, 


which he had taken 
with the tongs from 


off the altar, 


7, And he laid it 
upon my mouth, and 
ſaid, Lo this hath 
e touched thy lips, 
and thine iniquity is 
taken away, and thy 
ſin purged, 


8 Toucked thy lips, &c. agreeable to this the Britiſh bard 


O thou my voice inſpire, 


Who touch'd Haiah's hallowed lips with fires 


9, Alſo I heard the 
voice of the Lord, 
ſaying, Whom ſhall 
I fend, and who will 
go for us? Then ſaid 
1, Here am I, ſend 
me, 
9. And he ſaid, Go 
and tell this people, 
Hear ye indeed, but 
underſtand not ; and 
fſce ye indeed, but 
perceive not. 


Vo. I. 
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with the following ſoothing Skor. 8. 
— 
Iſa. vi. 7. 


and encouraging expreſſions, 
ſaying, Obſerve and moſt ſe- 
riouſly conſider, that this live 
coal hath touched your lips 
as an emblematic token, or 
kind intimation, that as there 
is no man that liveth and ſin- 


neth not, and you are ſin- 


cerely concerned for every 
voluntary miſtake you can 
truly charge yourſelf with, 
it 1s graciouſly paſſed over; 
whatever omiſſion or tranſ- 
greſſion you are conſcious of 
that you ſo unfeignedly mourn 
for and repent of, you are 
freely forgiven, and entirely 
cleanſed from. 


Superadded to the aboveg x 


inſtance of an unparalelled 
condeſcenſion and benevo- 
lence, a peculiar confidence 
ſeemed placed in me by the 
following enquiry and ap- 
pointment ; for methought I 
heard a voice iſſuing from the 
awful preſence of the Great 
and bleſſed God; and inter- 
rogating, Whom ſhall I diſ- 
patch, that has reſolution a- 
dequate to it, on a very inte- 
reſting embaſſy? Whom can 
J fully depend on that he 
will tranſact with prudence, 
punctuality, and faithfulneſs, 

a moſt 


go 
SECT. 8, 
8 2 5 
Ifa. v 


a moſt important affair? My 
anſwer was immediate, I am 
” here preſent, in perfect readi- 
neſs to be deputed on what- 


ever emergency you pleale to 


judge me proper to be em- 
ployed My commiſſion from 
the Almighty was conſequent- 
ly given me; and he exprels- 
ly ſaid, The direct tendency 

of what you are to go and 
deliver to this unaccountable 
{ſtrange people, is to promote 
their advantage and happineſs; 


but the effect, owing to their 


own inattention and obſtinacy 
of vice and folly, ſhall not be 
anſwerable; you may inti- 
mate to them to perſuade them 


to act otherwiſe, ſaying, O 


infatuated people, ſo far as 
your bodily ſenſes are affect- 
ed, you will hear the 3 — 4 
ful things out of God's law, 


but you will not form conſiſ- 


tent notions of them as the 
meaſures of your actions, nor 


duly apply them; the eyes of 


your minds will be opened to 
perceive the beauty and pro- 


priety of his inſtructions, but 
you will not be impreſſed with 


them, ſo as to refer them to 
their real purpoſes of virtuous 
practice and governing your 
lives. 


A PaRaAPHRASE on the 


The 


. Ca PR, me.” 


10. h Make the 
heart of this people 
fat, and make their 
ears heavy, and ſhut 
their eyes: leſt they 
ſee with their eyes, 
and hear with their 
cars, and underſtand 
with their heart, and 
convert, and be heal- 
ed. 


capacities for amending their 


11. Then ſaid T 
Lord, how long: 
And he anſwered, 
Until the city be 
waſted without inha- 
bitant, and the houſes 
without man, and 
the land be utterly 
deſolate. 
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« The direct contrary of that SE CT. 8: 
which is deſigned ſhall really 8 152 


happen; and thoſe admoni- 
tions which are admirably 
calculated to produce the moſt 
exquiſite ſenſibilities, convic- 
tion and reformation, fo that 
they may be pardoned and 
ſaved ; ſhall only ſerve to 
render this unthinking gene- 
ration more groſsly ſenſeleſs, 
blinded, and ſtupid; and re- 
move farther from them, in- 


deed efface all hopes, that 


they will make any more uſe 
of their talents and natural 


ways than if they were entire- 
ly diveſted of them. 


Then, unfeignedly concern. 11 


ed and aſtoniſhed, I enquired, 
ſaying, O moſt juſt and true 
God, the reprefentation is 
well founded, and 'it is moſt 
ſerious and awakening ; may 
I be permitted in all humility 
to aſk, to what length of 
time will this perverted peo- 


N 2 


h Make the heart, &c. A perſon is ſometimes in ny 
ture ſaid to do a thing, when the meaning is that he on 


ple 


declares that the thing will be done, ar that it is done al- 
ready by thoſe who are capable of doing it; thoſe actions 
not being in the prophet's power, it is certain that this order 
only ſignified, declare to this people that their heart is fat, that 
their ears are flopt, and their eyes Hut. The ſame manner 
of expreſſion is ufed Fer. i. 10. Levit, xiii, 13, 


92 


Ia. vi. i 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


Sr or. g. ple continue immerſed in this 
22 wretched ſtate of folly and 


"brutality ? To hich the 
anſwer was quickly returned 
They ſhall ſhew no marks of 

enitence, reflection, or con- 

eration ; ; but ſhall inſult 
and ridicule the prophets, giv- 
ing . no manner of credit or 
regard to what they report, 
till their cities are beſieged 
and laid waſte, their houſes 


emptied of inhabitants, and 


their native country lies un- 
cultivated and altogether de- 


folate. 
And further, till the of. 


fended Majeſty, in his high 


diſpleaſure, by the ap- 


proach of invading armies 


hath thrown them into ſuch 


conſternation, that they have 


fled for ſhelter to diftant 
countries ; and there has been 
a great and general forſaking 


of and emigration from their 
native land, and tranſplanting 


of them by their conquerors 
into a foreign one. 
Nevertheleſs, part of its 
inhabitants mall remain in 
their own country, or return 
to it; a ſelect few upright 
and good men, owing to their 
inflexible virtue and piety : 
as a tail, linden, or lime tree, 
8 and 


12. And the Lo Rn 
have removed men 
far away, and there 
be a great forſaking 
in the midft of the 
land. 


13. But yet in it 


ſhall be a tenth, and 


it ſhall return, and 
be eaten: as a tail 
tree, and as an oak 
whoſe ſubſtance rs in 
them, when they caſt 
their leaves : ſo the 
holy ſeed all * 
ſubſtance thereof, 
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and as the ſtouteſt oaks an- SR or. 8. 


nually loſe their blooming 
verdure and leafy honours, 
and look in winter, their 
moiſture being exhauſted, as 
if they were quite dead ; yer 
by virtue of their roots ſtand- 
ing firmly fixed in the ground, 
Mill retain their ſtrength, and 
in the foſtering months of re- 
Turning ſpring renew their vi- 
gour ; ſo ſhall the little flock 
of holy and righteous again 
_ revive, and be reſtored and 
S 


CHAP 


A PARAPHRASE' on the 


L 


A formidable invaſion from the" confederate troops of 
Ibe Kings of Iſrael and Syria throws Ahaz into 
the greateſt conſternation. The prophet Iſaiah 
* "diſpatched with a divine meſſage to relieve him 
From his diftreſs, and afford him poſitive aſſurance 
f a'timely and effettual deliverance. That he 
"might not entertain the lenſt doubt on this head, 
he is diretied to aſe à fign that will entirely ſatis- 
fy hin, and it ſhall be granted. The King de- 
elines doing this, as ſeemingly implying ſome diffi- 
dence in che truth and faithfulneſs of God : the 
Almighty Being himſelf determines upon one. Ver, 
117. 


1 . n. I. Is A. vii. 1. 
ECT. 9. ND it came to ' 
— paſs in the days MONGS T other evil 
Ila. vii. 1. f Ahaz, the ſon of Land calamitous events, it 
Uzziah, king of Ju- happened in the embarraſſed 
dah, that Rezin the reign of the impious king 
King of N ria, and Apaz, that after the land of 
Pekah the fon of Re- . 
maliah king of Iſrael, 7 udes had been miſer ably 
went up towards Je- waſted and plundered by hoſ- 
eee dee tile incurſions; to compleat 
It : but could not pre-: Z 
vail againſt it its conqueſt, and ſet a gover 
Fey, nor over it, that ſhould rule 
it as a province for them, the 
kings of Syria and Iſrael enter 
into a league, raiſe a power- 
ful army, and march it di- 
rectly toward n to 
beſiege and force that city to 
AH 2 ſurrender, or take it by ſtorm: 
but 


1 
G 
m 
Y 
at 
di 
in 
th 
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but the event did not prove SECT. 9 


anſwerable to their enterpriz- 1g 1 


2. And it was told 
the houſe of David, 
ſaying, Syria is con- 


ing and ambitious views. 
The threatening intelli- 

gence was however early 

brought to the palace where 


. — 's =_ David once dwelt, nor could 
n was moved, and the it be concealed from the roy- 
at heart of his people, al ear, that the Syrian army 
ce as the trees of wood I ks f F 
be are moved with the Was Joined with that 0 Je? 
1] wind. phraim, and that they both 
5 were encamped at no great 
. diſtance from Feruſalem : and 
: never did a ruſhing wind, or 
4 ſudden riſing hurricane give 
= a a greater motion or agitation 
7 


3. Then ſaid the 


Lonxp unto Iſaiah, 


Go forth now to 
meet Ahaz, thou and 
Shear- Jaſhub thy ſon, 
at the end of the con- 
duit of the upper pool 
in the high way of 
the fuller's field. 


- alarming to 


to the trees of a foreſt, than 
this unexpected news was 
the timorous 
heart of this effeminate weak 
prince, and the broken ſpirits 
of his oppreſſed people. 
Amidit various ſchemes 3 
that in this emergency might 
offer themſelves to his buſy 
mind; the Lord directs Iſaiab 
to take with him his ſon, and 
and at a place he appoints 
preſent himſelf to the king. 
| | And 


i Alaz, in this emergency, being a ſlave to his own diſ- 
piriting fears, was ſo far from having recourſe to his only 
ſovereign relief, the God of Ifrael, by an unfeigned repen- 
tance and religious confidence ; that he bigs > of nothing 


ſo much as engaging T; 


lath-Pilezer, king of Aria on his 


fide ; which he relotvel to endeavour by means of a large 
preſent, conſiſting of the richeſt furniture of his palace, and 
the moſt yaluable ornaments of the temple, 
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SzcT. 9. And in the multitude of 

E his troublous thoughts and 

. A. ĩimprobable defigns, to adviſe 

him from the Lord, ſaying, 

Diſturb not your peace with 

reſtleſs anxieties on this occa- 

ſion, nor ever think of ap- 
plying for ſuccour to any 

reign power: for as the ends 

of two firebrands, without 

addition of combuſtible mat- 

ter to feed on, ſoon expire of 

themfelves, or are eafily ex- 

tinguiſhed ; ſuch ſhall be the 

fate of theſe doughty cham- 

pions, with all their precipi- 

tate haſte and ſanguine expec- 

tations; and fo very trifling 

and inconſiderable the damage 

you ſhall ſuſtain from them, 

whether fingle or united. 

5&6 Who hath created all this 

tumult, diſtreſs, almoſt diſ- 

traction, in your minds, but 

enemies whom the Lord holds 

in the utmoſt contempt ; and 

whom he wiſhes you, what- 

ever appearance they make, 

if you will ſerve and rely 

upon him, to look upon with 

fovereign defiance ? It is on- 

ly the Syrian, the 1/raelite, and 

the ſon of Remaliab, who have 

formed an evil and miſchiev- 

ous deſign againſt you and 

your nation, jay ing, Let us 

LS”. march 


3 


4. And ſay unto 
him, Take heed, and 
be quiet; fear not, 
neither be faint-heart- 
ed for the two tails 


of theſe ſmoaking 


firebrands, for the 


fierce anger of Re- 


zin with Syria, and 
of the ſon of Rema- 
liah, | 


6. Becauſe Syria; 
Ephraim, and the 
ſon of Remailiah; 
have taken evil coun- 
ſel againſt thee, ſay- 
Ing, 

6. Let us go up 
againſt Judah, and 
vex it, and let us 
make abreach therein 
for us, and ſect a king 
in the midſt of it, even 


the ſon of Tabcal. 


J 
1 
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march an army againſt Judah, SECT. 9. 


harraſs the country, and when 
they are ſummoned, if they 
furrender not, make a breach 
in the walls, and take the c1- 


ty of Teruſalem ; rend the 


kingdom from the houſe of 
Ahaz, divide it betwixt us, 
and inveſt with the civil rule, 
the ſon of Tabeal, in our 
ſtead. 


% EOS ſaith the The Almighty od Frer.7 & 8 


ord God, it ſhall - 5 | | "1 
e 1 nal Being hath determined to 
4 0 , 


ſhall it come to the contrary, and hath de- 


paſs, 


Syria is Damaſcus, 


and the head of Da- 


maſcus is Rezin, and 
within k threeſcore 
and five 1 ſhall 


8. For the head of 


clared, faying, Their moſt 
flattering hopes ſhall moſt 
certainly deceive them; and 
Fernſalem not fall into their 
hands; for as to Damaſcus, 


it is the metropolitan town 


Ephraim be broken, : OTF 
| 5 it be not a peo- of Sy , where Rezin On 
ple. | verns ; and Samaria the chief 


* Threeſcere and five years, &c. This prophecy is ſaid to 


be accompliſhed by Kſarhaddom, who exactly ſixty-five 


Years from the firſt of Alaa, after he had ' ſettled all affairs 
in Syria, marched into the land of Tſrazl, and there taking 
captive all thoſe who were the remains of the former capti- 


vity, [excepting only ſome few who eſcaped his hands, and 


continued {till in the land] carried them away into Babylon 
and Aſyria. Prid. Conn. B. 1. p. 30. Then was Ephraine 
abſolutely broken, ſo as from thenceforth to be no more a 
people: the ten tribes were brought to a full and utter de- 
ſtruction, and never after recovered themſelves again. But 
Grotius ſays, the tranſcribers have been miſtaken and written 
Scheſchim in the plural number, which ſignifies ſixty ſor 
Sheſch, which ſignifies but /ix ; ſo that /ix and five make 
up the eleven years, which are all that happened from the 
prophecy to its accompliſhment. | 


Vol. I. : O „„ city 
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SECT. 9.City where Pekab reigns : theſe 
I are bounds that 1 have fixed 

cdto their reſpective kingdoms, 
which they ſhall never. pals, 
nor their territories be en- 
larged. The Maelites eſpe- 
cially, ſhall be ſo far from 
extending their dominions by 
conqueſt, or triumphing over 


their brethren of Judah, that | 


— ——— U——— —— 


within the ſhort compaſs of a 
ſixty-five years, as high as : 
they now carry it in their re- © = 
lance on Rezin, their king- t 
dom ſhall be utterly ſubvert- a 


ed, and they themſelves car- 

ried into captivity. _. | 
9 At the already prefixed pe- _% And the bead 
riod, ſhall the abovemention- 1 
| ed event happen ro Vr ael ; nor Samariais Remaltah's 
| | ſhall it be prevented by the ſon; if ye will not 
firmeſt alliance that Remaliab |! believe, furely ye 


can enter into, or the ſtrong- 2 wo” be cttab- 


— — 


— 


eſt connection with which he [ 
can be ſupported or inviron- the 


ed: do you {till perſift in Lo! 
your fear and diffidence ? 


Dare you not abſolutely con- 
fide 


| 1 That is unleſs you believe, vis. that the kingdoms of 
| | Aſſyria and Iſrael ſhall ſhortly be diſtroyed, you all not be 
| efrablifhed. St. Auftin, whom the popiſh writers fo generally 
follow, frequently quotes this £ voy to prove, that di- 
vine truths muſt be credited before they are underſtood, and 
thereby gives ſanction to a blind and implicit faith. A juſt 
tranſlation would have effectually prevented this: or if the 
paſſage had been rendered interrogatively thus, will you not 
believe, unleſs you are confirmed? &c. 


add 


na- 
of 
b. 
not 

ye 


ab- 


15 of 
ot be 
rally 
it di- 
„and 
A juſt 
f the 
u not 


10. Moreover the 
Lord ſpake again un- 
to Ahaz, ſaying, 

II. Aſk thee a 
ſign of the Lord thy 


God, aſk it either in 


the depth, or in the 
height above, 


12. But Ahaz ſaid, 
I will not aſk, nei- 
ther will 1 tempt the 
Lord, 
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fide in the expreſs words of aStcr. 9. 
moſt faithful God? Or do, > 


you expect a miracle to be 


_ wrought in order to confirm 


your minds in the truth of 
this prediction, before you 
will give it an entire credit? 


To give him tree permiſ- 10 & 11 


ſon to offer up ſuch a requeſt 
without danger of offending, 
the Supreme Majeſty more- 
over added unto Ahaz, by 
his prophet, ſaying, For your 


moſt perfect conviction, and 


that the leaſt doubt or ſcruple 
may not remain, mention ſome 


ſign that you will think ſuf- 


ficient, or miracle to be per- 
formed in heaven or earth, 
that will afford you an entire 
ſatisfaction. | 


However incredutous king 12 


Ahaz might really be, yet 
with a ſeeming modeſty, from 
a profeſſed principle of con- 
{cgzence and religion, he de- 
clined this grant, intimating, 
that he did not ſo much ſuſ- 
pect the divine truth and 
faithfulneſs as to deſire any 
token at all, for the certainty 


of the performance of God's 
word of promiſe ; nor would 
preſume to bring in queſtion 


his moral attributes and there- 
by provoke his anger. 
O 2 To 


100 

SECT. . 
—— 
Iſa. vii. 13. 


14 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


To whom the prophet thus 


anſwered, O you who are de- 


'rived from the lineage of Da- 
vid, do you diligently attend, 
if you had no other, views, 
nor greater confidence in the 
king of Affria tor ſuccour, 


than you have 


ing and true 


in the 8 
God, you 


would have no diffculty, 


leave being given, 


S 


to aſk a 


ſign; therefore, under what- 
ever pretext it is done, you 
are actually doubting my ve- 


racity ; 
tering an 


not only ſo, but of- 
indignity to the 


moſt high God, in refuſing his 
molt gracious propoſal, at 


this extremity, to diſſipate all 


your fears and perplexities. 


Tow Ever, 


to aſcertain to 


you a : divine interpoſition for 


our deliverance, 


the Lord 


himſelf will appoint a lien, 


that 


13. And he faid, 
hear ye now, O houſe 
of David, is it a {mall 


thing for you ta 


weary men, but will 
ye weary my God 
alſo? ; 


14. Therefore the 
Torn himſelf ſhall 
give you a ſign, Be- 
Bold a virgin ſhall 
conceive, ard bear 
a ſon, and ſhall call 


kis name Immanuel. 


m This difficult paſſage bas employed the pens of ſeveral 


learned and able writers, 


particularly Dr. Villiams and Mr. 


Granville Sharp, and betire them, Dr. Prideaux, Mr. Il hite, 


and the Authors of the a Hiſtory. 


If the Prophet 


had the Mech in view, it muſt be in a ſenſe very diffe- 
rent from what the words denote of his own fon. It may 


deferve 


however, to be well conf dered, whether the ex- 


preſſion fulfilled, ſignify _ more in ſeveral paſſages, than 


that ſuch terms may proper 
event, which had been uſed of another : 


y be adapted and applicd to one 


is it not neceſſary 


to allow this manner of interpretation when only a ſmall 


portion of a paſſage is detached in a quotation ; and was it 
not cuſtomary to the Jews? The text, underſtood of the ſaviour 


Ll 
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on, behold a young perſon, 
lately betrothed, ſhall. con- 
ceive and bear a ſon, and 


mall call him by the name, 
or diſtinguiſn him with the: 


title of Immanuel, which, as 


it ſignifies, God with us, is 


to be conſidered as affording 
the moſt poſitive aſſurance of 
the divine preſence to all the 

purpoſes of protection and ſe- 
curity. 


1. u Butter and The auſpicious babe ſhall 15 


honey ſhall he eat, 
that bs may know to 55 be ſuppor ted by PHE” 
refuſe the evil, and lous or extraordinary means; 
chuſe the good. but by the uſual aliment or 
Ez ſuſtenance of butter and ho- 
ney ; till he ſhall arrive at 

thoſe years of maturity. and 

diſcretion, that his under- 


ſtand- 


of the world, may be explained to afford haz the fulleſt 
ſatisfaction, that he ſhould not be ſupplanted by the ſon of 
Taheal, nor the kingdom rent from the whole family of 
David, ſince the ſcepter was not to depart from Tudah, 


Kc. till he came. Prid. Conn. vol. 1. p. 2. and 3. Univer. 


Hift. v. 4. p. 154, 155. Dr. Kennicott's Sermon, St. Mary's 
Oxford, Dr. Fleming, Super. Concept. 79. Grot. in Loc. 
Some render, Behold a virgin is conceiving and bearing a ſon. 
Concerning this mode of ſpeech, it is obſerved, that 1t is 
the animated, and cuſtomary ityle of prophetic rapture : which 
11 order to expreſs the ee certainty, either paints future 
ſcenes as preſent, or deſcribes future events as paſt. See- 
chap. ix. 6. The Earl of Rocheſter is ſaid to have been 
convinced by this paſſage compared with St. Matt. xxvi. and 
the Eunuch converted. Acts. viii. 35. | 
n That'is, he ſhall be fed with the ordinary food given 
to infants, not that he may know as if ſuch nutriment was _ 
of cauſe 


10¹ 
that you may abſolutely rely Sor. 


Qy 


Iſa. vii. 14 
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102 
SECT. 9. ſtanding can diſcern betwixt 
er good and evil, right and 


wrong; and he can ſee clear- 
ly by what preference of vir- 
tue before vice, his natural 
liberty is eſtabliſhed, and his 
nobleſt 1 enjoyed in 


the utmoſt perfection. 
16 For before the growing 


child ſhall compleat the years 


that his mind is opened to 
diſtinguiſh in moral diffe- 
rences, the country which ſo 
oreatly perplexes and alarms 
you in this unſucceſsful expe- 


dition, ſhall be for ever aban- 


doned by both theſe princes, 
their days ended, and their re- 


mains conſigned to the ſilent 


grave. 


16. For before the 
child ſhall know to 
refuſe the evil and 
chuſe the good, the 
land that thou ab- 
horreſt ſhall be for- 
ſaken of both her 
kings. 


cauſe of his knowledge, but till he ſhall know, 1. e. grow up 
to ſuch maturity as to diſtinguiſh ; and know how to refuſe 


the evil, and chooſe the good, 


LE 14 47 


ie 
0 
d 
16 
h- 
r- 
er 


ule 


and upon thy father's 
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CHAP. VIL SECT. X. 


Judgments and calamities that would befal. Ahaz 
and his unbelieving people from the Aſſyrian mo- 


1o3 


narch, whoſe alliance and ſuccour they courted, 


and whom they depended on for protection more 
' than the expreſs promiſe of the moſt high God. 
Nahum ix. 32. Ver. 17, to the end, 


Is A. vii. 17, . vii . 
| wo ORIG S authorized by the Lord 
ep of hoſts, O king Abaz, 
houſe, days that have I have foretold, and by a ſut- 
not come from the ficient pledge or token aſcer- 
day that Ephraim de- tained your deliverance, and 


ted f dah : | 
foes the Rin _ Ac. that of your threatened and 


SECT.IO. 


— 


Iſa. vii.17 


fyria, diſtreſſed country, from the 


preſent impending ſtorm ; the 
event ſha!l ſtand ; your incre- 
dulity nor your prevailing i- 
niquity 1n other reſpects ſhall 
not hinder but this time your 
enemies ſhall be prevented 
and deſtroyed ; nevertheleſs, 
ſince 1t 1s plain, you do not 
believe me, nor place your 
whole confidence in the Great 


and Bleſſed God; you will 


prove to enjoy no ſettled 


laſting reſt and peace; but 


by the ſame king of Aria, 
who is the certain object of 
your entire reliance, ſhall ſuch 
calamities be brought upon 

you 
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SECT.10. you, as never befel your na- 


— 
Iſa. vii. 1 


tion ſince the time of Fero- 


goam, when all the tribes ex- 


cept that of Judah and Ben- 


jamin revolted from Rehoboam. 
18 At that dreadful period, to 


your extreme affliction and 
conſternation, it ſhall happen 
that the Mighty Lord, as if 
giving a fignal or tinkling a 
cymbal to gather flies or cauſe 
ſwarming bees to unite, ſhall 
form into regular armies peo- 
ple of different countries that 
live at the greateſt diſtance, 
even as far as the partitions 


of the river Mlle, and the 


land of Aria. 


19 As the forementioned la- 


borious buſy inſects, traverſe 
all parts to meet with food, 
or find honey viſit the lower 


ground, harbour in caverns, 


and holes of rocks, and over- 


ſpread the bloom and leaves 


of thorns and buſhes : fo 
ſhall the rapacious and in- 
latiable A Hrian army every 
where ravage and plunder: 
within and without, in towns 
and in villages, in fields and 


woods, private houſes and pa- 


laces, nor leave an individual 
place that they ſhall not ran- 
ſack. 


Then, 


18, And it ſhall 
come to paſs in that 
day, that, the Loxy 
ſhall hifs for the fly 
that 7s in the utter- 
moſt part of the ri. 
vers of Egypt, and 
for the bee that 7; in 


the land of Aſſyria. 


19. And they ſhall 
come and ſhall ref 
all of them in the 
deſolate valleys, and 
in the holes of the 
rocks, and upon all 
thorns, and upon all 


buthes, 


abu 
that 
he 1 
for | 
tha J 
that 
land 


hall 
reſt 
the 
and 
the 
all 
all 
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20. In the ſame 


day ſhall the o LORD 
ſhive with a razor 


that is hired, namely 
by them beyond the 
river, by the king of 
Aiſyria, the head and- 
the hair of the feet: 
and it ſhall alſo con- 
{ume the beard, | 


21. And it ſhall 
come tc paſs in that 
diy, that a man ſhall 
nouriſh a young cow 
and two ſheep. 

22. And it ſhall 
come to paſs, for the 
abundance of milk 
that they ſhall give, 
he ſhall eat butter: 
for butter and honey 
ſhall every one eat 


that is left in the 


land: 


Then, but alas | too late; Sgr. ic. 


you ſhall bitterly repent your 
indiſcretion and ſimplicity, for 


inviting into your country7 


with rich preſents a potent 
and avaricious prince, whom 
you will never be able to 
drive out of it; they will be 


led to underſtand by them 


that it is worth conquering z 


and. the ſoldiery that come 
from beyond the river Eu- 
Phrates, will long continue to 
waſte and diſtreſs you in all 
orders and degrees of your 
people, and in all parts of 


your dominions. 


The devaſtation ſhall then? © ** 
be ſo great and general, that 


a man ſhall eſteem himſelf 
tortunate who ſhall be able to 
preſerve for his uſe and ſup- 
port the ſmalleſt number of 
cattle, even a ſingle cow or 
a ſheep or two: as to the 
fielus there ſhall be no huſ- 
bandmen to cultivate them; 
and the whole ſuſtenance of 


the ſurviving few, thall ariſe. 


from their cattle and bees; 


Which will produce a ſuffici- 


o Shave, cutting off the hair and ſhaving were tokens of 
faves, therefore proper ſigns to denote that ſervitude to 
which the Fews were to be reduced by the Cialdeans. Pomp. 


Loc. | 
You. I. 


de trium. Diocles. T. 


Flam. de Maced. & Corin. de Lap. in 


F ency 


Ifa. vii. 20 


n 
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SzcT.1o.ency of milk, butter, and 
honey, to ſupport the Jar eſt 
8 ves pond 8 ſo —_ 
having been lain or carried 
captive in all the land, that 
they periſh not of hunger. 5 | 
23 The incurſions and depre- 23. And it ſhall 


dations of theſe barbarians come to pals in that 
day, that every place 


will, moreover, fall heavy ſhall be, where there 
upon the Jews in their viſible were a thouſand 


evil effects on their choiceſt vines, at a thouſand 
filverings, it ffall 


vineyards ; thoſe which in cven be for brian 
times of peace and plenty and thorns. 

were worth a thouſand ſhe- 

kels of ſilver ſhall be over- 

ſpread with weeds and bram- 

bles ; not much improvement 

will be attended to, where 

there 1s no benefit, nor peo- 

ple lay out their ſubſtance in 

matters of ornament or cu- 

rioſity, when they are uncertain 

1 but the next day or hour, all 

h ” may be trampled under foot. 

24 All this once pleaſant and 24. With arrows 


fertile country ſhall become, and with' bows ſhall 
men come thither: 


1 alas! a waſte and howling becauſe all the land 
1 wilderneſs ; over run with thall become briars 
1 briars and buſhy trees; and and thorns, 
lit . . 8 
1 infeſted with wild beaits, 
[ 2 find here a proper ſhel- 
; fo that it ſhall be dange- 
nw to travel, 'and thoſe 


4 whoſe buſineſs requires it 
1 mult be armed for their per- 
So fonal ſecurity, | g 


Wl 
| | | As 
"ll 
1 * % 


OW? 
ſhall 
her: 
land 
[lars 
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As to the ſmall reſidue of SE Or. 0. 
people, who ſhall eſcape the, "oo 


25. And on all 
hills that ſhall be 
digged with the mat- 
tock, there ſhall not 
come thither the fear 
of briars and thorns; 
but it ſhall be for the 
{ending forth ofoxen. 
and for the treadin 
of leſſer cattle, 


hands of the enemy, they 
ſhall retire with their cattle 
to the mountains; living upon 
that ſmall pittance which ſuch 
uncultivated barren places af- 
ford ; there ſhall be no inclo- 
ſures for pleaſure or profit; 


nor fences to preſerve curious 


plants from brutal ravages, 


but every thing open and ex- 


poſed ; and buſhes and bram- 
bles that infeſt the paths ſhall 
be grubbed up for feeding 
the cattle. | | 
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ert. 
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EMAP. BECT. XI. 


The prophet, as directed, takes a great roll, and 
writes in it reſpecting his ſon, who was to be 
born, and named Maher-ſhalal-haſh-baz, aſcer- 
taining to Judah, that before he was capable of 
diſtinguiſhing his parents from ſtrangers, and 
calling them by their proper names, the Iſraelites 
and the Syrians, who at preſent filled their minds 
with ſo much terror and vexation, ſhould be de- 
ſtroyed. This farther poſitive aſſurance of God's 
gracious defign to deliver the Jews was as inf- 

fectual as the former : they dare not rely on hi; 


* | , | 
moſt faithful promije, but form purpoſes of ſoli- 
citing afjiftance from the Aﬀſyrians, on whom they 
depended more than on the living and true God, 
therefore are threatened with heavy calamities. 


Isa. viii. 1. Is A. viii. 1. 
. F . 
HAT no expedient Oreover, the 
icht N irt ] wl . -h LORD ſaid 
5 ” 'S . HOW 5 5 unto me, take thee a 
was likely to ſucced with this great roll, and p write 
unthinking king Ahaz, and in it with a man; 
| | pen, concerning Ma- 


latisfy his diſſident Pope ber-ſhalal-haſh-haz, 


P It is upon a table Tſai. xxx. 8. the Ixx. upon H- free, as 
if the rwriting 1ables of that time were made of this wood. 
They did not then uſe pens or quills, but a certain inſtrument 
or punch made of iron or ſteel called Aulus: it was ſharp 
at one end for the more convenient indenting or carving 
of the characters; and broid at the other for ſcraping or 
effacing what had been written, Whence aroſe that pro- 
verbial expreſſion, invertere Hylum, i. e. to unſay what had 
been ſaid, or blot out what had been written. Moſes is re- 
.orded to have firſt taught the Jews the uſe of letters; the 
phenicians to have learned them from the Jews, and the 
Crecians from the Pliænicians. | 


ment 
ſharp 
rving 
ag or 
t pro- 
at had 


18 Te- 
1 
; the 


id the 


2. And I took un- 
to me faithful wit- 
neſſes to record: U- 
riah the prieſt, and 
Zachariat the ſon of 


Jeberechiah. 


And l went un- 


| PE: propheteſs, and 


ſhe conceived, and 


bare a ſon : then ſaid 
tne Lord to me, call 


his 


_ of ISA1lan, 


chat they might fix their hopeSscT.1 11. 


the Lord _—_ES 
Iſa. viii. 1. 


and truſt in God; 
commanded me to write down 
this prediction, in fair and 
legible characters, to be de- 
poſited i in ſome public place, 
as a monument of his kind 
intentions towards them, and 
of their infidelity ; that when 
they ſhould hear of the de- 
ſtruction of thoſe confederate 
princes, at whoſe approach 
they were now ſo much inti- 
midated, they might recollect 
by the name given my ſon, 
and other remarkable circum- 
ſtances, that an Omniſcient 
God had foretold this event, 
and yet they would not be- 
lieve him. 

That the certainty of its: 
prediction might not abſolute- 


ly depend upon my own ve- 


racity and reputation, I re- 
queſted two men of charac- 
ter and eminence, to teſtify | 


what I had foretold in a large 


volume ; that when the fact 
verified it, that writing might 
be produced to ſhew that in 


all I had declared, I deferved 


their regard and attention. 
Contormable to my inſtruc- 3 
tions, and as the firſt ſtep in 
the ſeries of events, my ſpouſe 
the propheteſs conceived and 
bore 
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SECT.11. bore me a ſon; whole name his name, Mater. 
the Lord required me to call fbalal-baſh-baz, 
' Maber-fhalal-haſh-baz, ſignify- 
ing to the Fews, that as a prey 
or ſpoil is uſually haſtened to, 
with ſuch a quick diſpatch 
ſhould theſe cone; pow- 
ers be overtaken with ſudden 
and irreparable ruin : their 
country ſhould likewiſe be 
laid waſte and plundered , 
they might therefore conſider 
the matter as fully aſcertain- 
ed, that they ſhould be deli- 
vered out of their hands. | 
4 The preciſe time is allo ſo ug. For before the 
far determined, that before urchin e 
to cry, my father, 
the new-born babe ſhall be and my mother, the 
able to call upon his father riches of Damaſcus, 8 
and mother by name, diſtin- ee e ee 
guiſhing them from ſtrangers, away before the king go 
the king of Aria ſhall ra- of Affyria. 
Vage the land of the Syrians 175 
and the I/raelites, and ſack the 
and plunder the principal | 
cities of both Kingdoms ; 
ſo that before the expiration 
of that very ſhort term, they 
will be too much embarraſſed 
and reduced to be in a condi- 
tion to invade or diſtreſs their 
neighbours. | 104% 
5, 6, &7 They have, moreover, of- 5. The Lord ſpake and. 
fended the Almizhty, doubt- alſo unto me, again, in 
ed his attributes, and not . EF Joe 


teen ſatisfied with his figns ; this people- refuſcth 
b. the 


— 
Ifa. viii. i. 3. 


* 


the 
ige 
er, 
the 
us, 
da- 
cen 
ing 


dake 
ain, 


1 as 
iſeth 
the 


ac waters of Shiloah 
that go ſafely, and 
rejoice in Rezin and 
Remaliah's ſon : 

. Now therefore, 
behold, the Lord 
bringeth up upon 
them the waters of 
the river, ſtrong and 
many, even the king 


of Aſſyria, and all- 
his glory: and he 


ſhall come up over 
all his channels, and 
over all his banks, 


8, And he ſhall 
paſs through Judah, 
he ſhall overflow and 
go over, he ſhall reach 
even to the neck, and 
the ſtretching out of 
his wings ſhall fill 
the breadth of thy 
land, O Immanuel. 


9. Aﬀociate your- 
ſelves, O ye people, 


and ye ſhall bebroken 


in pieces: and give 
ear all ye of far coun- 
tries; gird yourſelves 

and 


Sr of IS AIAH. | 
he hath therefore intimated, SEO. II. 


that ſince the Jewiſh nation 
in general have been ſo full 
of horror at the approaches 
of the confederate army, as 
to deſpiſe their own prince 
and people; who, in compe- 
tition with the king of Aſſy- 
ria are indeed no more than 
the little ſtream of Shiloahb 
compared to the ſtrong and 
rapid river Euphrates ; there- 
tore ſhall he bring upon them 
that proud and. powerful 
prince, who like a violent 
inundation ſhall with irreſiſti- 
ble force and impetuoſity, 
over-run their whole land. 
As a raging torrent ſoon 8 
overflows the largeſt tracts, 
ſhall he lay waſte the greateſt 
part of the whole country; 


only Jeruſalem the metropolis 
of Judea ſhall be preſerved, 


that he ſhall not be able to 
take it: O my dear child In- 


 moniuel, his army ſhall advance 


with the utmoſt rapidity to 
the fartheſt extent of the 
region and place of thy nati- 
vity. | 
As to you, O ye Syriansg 
and Iſcaeclites, form yourſelves 
into the ſtrongeſt combina- 
tion, and cheriſh the fondeſt 
hopes of ſubduing and con- 
verting 


Iſa. viii. 7. 


112 A PaRAPHRASE @h the | 

SECT.IL. vetting this realm into a tri- and ye ſhall be brok- 

butary province, you will be n a Pieces, gird 

Ifa.viii.g. 876 3 % yourſelves and ye 

entirely diſappointed; we have jhall be broken in 

no fears of that kind, but pieces: 
can treat you with a ſovereign _ 
detiance z prepare the beſt 
you are able for attacking, 
and exert the utmoſt of your 
military power, it ſhalt ſoon 
fail you, your arrogance ſub- 
ſide, and your molt ſanguine 
hopes yamth into empry ar cc... 

8 : 10. Take counſel ] 
5 For dur P lans of . together, and it ſhall Lo! 
tio in the moſt deliberate come to nouoht: l 
manner, animate your reſo- ſpeak the word and you 
lutions to the utmoſt degree it {bill not fland: bim 

5 for God 7s with us. 

of heroic ardour, flatter | 

yourſelves, that you are 1n- 

vincible, it will not ſignify; 

one infinitely ſuperior 1s on 

our ſide; the Almighty takes 

our parts, God is with us, 

Immanuel is born, and as cer- 

tainly as the child bears that 

prophetic name, fo ſure are 
we of being protected and 14 
defended, by the all - ruling N 
providence of a moſt perfect | em 
and matchleſs Deity. 5 = rock 

11 Once indeed I was in fome 11. For the Lou ff 1; 

: 3 . ſ, L tl t rde 
danger of imbibing your miſ- ſpake thus to me bor 4 
taken notions, and ſuffering With 2 ſtrong bind 

S and inſtructed me, al 
my fears to be alarmed, but that 1 ſhould not walk 8 
am now pe: fectly ealy and ſa- in the way of this 
tisfied on that head ; for by a 3 1 tum}, 

N 1 IZ. day ye not a 

ftrong impulſe, which has colifederdey, to al 


lett 7 85 V 
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them to whom this 
people, ſhall ſay a 
confederacy ; neither 
ſear ve their fear, nor 


be afraid. 


13. Sanctify the 


Lord of hoſts him- 
ſelf, and let him be 

your fear, and let 
him be your dread. 


14. And he ſhall 
be for a ſanctuary; 


but for a ſtone of 


ſtumbling, and for a 
rock of offence to 


both the houſes of 


Iſrael, for a gin, and 
for a ſnare to the in- 
habitants of Jeru- 


ſalem. 


15. And many a- 


mong them fhall 
{tumble and fall and 


You, E 


be 


Book of 184 1A K. 
left a deep and laſting im- SR or. r. 

ö 5 
2 


preſſion, I am warned from 


vain imaginations, nor give 


the leaſt countenance to any 


popular terrors: in order to 
be ſafe, I do folemnly declare 


that you muſt not be afraid, 


ſo as either to ſubmit to the 
confederates, or ſtrengthen 
yourſelves againſt them by an 
alliance with the Aſfrians. 


Iſaviii. 1 


on high, not to cheriſh ſuch 


113 


The ſole great object of'3 


your conſtant and entire re- 
liance is the ſelf-exiſtent and 
eternal Being; and your great 
concern to give honour to his 
name, by ſhowing that you 
can and do wholly depend 


upon him; conducting your 


lives as thoſe who believe in 
a God, who is Almighty, 
and cannot be reſiſted, moſt 
true and faithful, and will 
not deceive you. | 


Unſpeakably beneficial will 14 & 15 


be this practice; to thoſe who 
are devoted to God's fear and 


ſervice, and unreſervedly re- 


ly upon him, he will, in the 
courſe of his kind providence, 
be as a place of retreat and 
refuge, that is ſacred and in- 


violable, wherein they may 


always in perfect ſafety re- 


poſe themſelves; but this, I 


Q nl 


114 


| A PARAPHRASE on the 

SECT.I1L.am fully apprized, will not be broken, and be 

3 be the character and behaviour ſuared, and be taken, | 
of the houſes of Toe! : there- 


fore, they ſhall be given over 
to their enemies ; neither the 

alace of the king, nor the 
temple of God, ſhall preſerve 
or defend them; they ſhall 
be purſued and overtaken, 


ſtumble and fall, be diſperſed 


and enſnared, taken priſoners 


and obliged to ſuffer all the 


t6 
heard read, the volume that 
is unfolded in my hand; but 


miſeries of a long and tedious 
captivity. 
Thus have you ſeen and 


ſince neither king nor people 
appear to pay any regard to 
my words, nor yet to that 
writing, which I had expreſs 
orders to draw up, to give 
you the moſt poſitive aſſur- 
ance of divine protection; the 
Almighty now commands me 
to roll it up, and ſeal it care- 
fully, and deliver it to his 
diſciples to be kept; that it 


may be known to the lateſt 


poſterity, how he had pro- 
miled to deliver you from 


your enemies, but you would 


17 
take this my public profeſ- 


not believe in nor rely on 


him. 
As to myſelf, you may 


ſion, 


16. Bind up the 
teſtimony, ſeal the 
law among my diſ- 
ciples. 


17. And I wil 
wait upon the Lord, 


that hideth his face 


from 


be 


the 
the 
diſ- 


[ will 
| Lord, 
iS face 

from 
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from the houſe of ſion, that notwithſtanding the Sgr. 11. 


Jacob, and I will 
look for him. 


18. Behold, I and 
the children whom 
the Lord hath given 
me are for ſigns and 


for wonders in Iſ- 


rael : from the Lord 
of hoſts which dwell- 
etn in mount Zion. 


diſpleaſure, againſt this un- 


viſible ſigns of the divine Keller) 
thinking people, for their diſ- 
truſt and unbelief; and the 
diſcouragement I have met 
with, in my prophetic cha- 


racter, and courſe of my mi- 


niſtry, from their folly and 
extreme obſtinacy, yet, it is 
my fixed purpoſe conſtantly 
to wait on the Almighty, 
with humble and ardent in- 
terceſſions in their favour ; 
and my unaltered reſolution 
with an unreſerved and entire 
confidence to rely upon him. 
The roll, as the Lord hath 18 
commanded, is folded up be- 


cauſe of the infidelity of his 


people; nevertheleſs, through- 
out all future ages and gene- 
rations, you will obſerve, that 
once, I and my children were 
by our names appointed to 
keep up the ſpirits of the 
righteous and good: as often 
therefore as the word Jaiab 
ſhall occur, you will recollect 
that ſalvation is of the Lord: 
whenever you ſhall hear the 
name of Shear-Faſhub, it will 
put you in mind, that a rem- 
nant ſhall be preſerved : when 


the word Immanuel is mention- 


ed 2 you may promiſe your- 


2 | ſelves 


116 A PAR APHRASE on the 
SE Cr. II. ſelves the divine protection: and 
f. Mabhar- fhalal - haſh-baz, that 
a viii. 18 
you may be aſſured of the 
ſpeedy deſtruction of your enemies. 

19 You, my dear countrymen, , 19: ee e 
are alas! yourſelves too vari- feek umo them the! 
able and frail, not to expect have familiar ſpirits, 
unproſperous viciſſitudes: and and unto wizards that 
under very afflictive ones may Psb. 3 org 

be tempted to have recourſe reopleſeck untotheir 
for intelligence and advice to God, for the g liv- 
pretended diviners, but real ing to the dead? 
impoſtors and the grofſeft 

cheats: I do moſt ſolemnly 

warn you againft them: at 

whoſe mouth, in whatever 

emergency, ſhould a peopte 

enquire, but that of the Su- 

preme Being by his true pro- 

phets ? from whom elſe can 

they rationally expect any 
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i truth 

0 N 6 

4 q In their methods of divination, the ancient impoſtors 

In pretended to call up and conſult the dead: indeed their 

4 deities were moſtly dead men, departed heroes. Hence 

| Maſes required of every Iſraclite at offering the firſt fruits of 

1 each year to declare, Deut. xxvl. 14. Saying I have not 

W given ought thereof for the dead, i. e. to any idolatrous 

1 prieſt to offer to heathen deities, Numb. xxv. 1, 2, & 3. 25 

A Pſal. cvi. 28. Hieran. Com. in Iſai, Tom. iv. P. 84. Arno. } 

1 I. vi. P. 200, 201. Lat. L. ii. C. 4. P. 147. Baal, Saturn, bf) 
| or Belus, an ancient king of Crete, to whom fo many = 


children were offered by the Carthaginians and their anceſ- 
tore the Phenicians, was fo far from holding the balance of 
power, in that or any other part of the world, or being able 
to give victory to what people he pleared, that (as an inge- r 
niovs author has it) he was not able to raiſe or lay a ſtorm; | 
could not form or blaſt one ſpire of graſs, or flower of the 
held, but was a dead man, and as to power or influence 
mere nothing. 


- - 
- — — * — - . — — 
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20. To the law 
and to the teſtimony: 
if they ſpeak not ac- 
cording to this word, 
it is becauſe there is 
no light in them. 


21. And they ſhall 
paſs through it, hard- 
ly beſtead and r hun- 
gry, and it ſhall come 
to paſs, that when 
they thall be hungry, 


they 
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truth of foreknowledge? what Sr. 11. 
more abſurd and ridiculous 
than applying to the dead, 
who know nothing of their 
affairs, for the benefit and in- 
ſtruction of the living, who 
have to tranſact them? 

If you are deſirous to be 20 
ſatisfied, as to the iſſue of the 
preſent alarming expedition, 
nothing is neceſſary beſides 
the information I have already 


— 
Iſa viii. 19 


afforded you, with the un- 


doubted teſtimony of my own 


veracity to confirm it. Asto 


intelligence at large, the ſacred 
records are ſufficient for your 
direction, and to prevent your 
uſe of the unlawful means of 
divination, It muſt be owing 
to ſpiritual blindneſs and the 
darkneſs of groſs ignorance, 
if you repoſe the leaſt confi- 
dence in ſuch wicked arts; 
and the conſequence will be 
ſtill further darkneſs and de- 
ception, ruin and deſtruction. 
Under the influence of ſuch 21 & 22 

criminal diſtruſts of Divine 
Providence, a people can have 
no reaſonable ground to hope 

for 


r Hungry, the Arab. interprets i morous, i. e. fearing 


ſeme heavier calamity, which profeſſor David Michaelis thinks 


more ſuitable to this place, Not. in R. Lowth Prælect. 


FE 49, 


118 A PARAPHRASE on the | 
Sxor. II. for ſafety or proſperity : like they ſhall fret them. 
S—Y— unſettled vagrants, they ſhall ſelves, and curſe their 


Iſa viii.22 


wander from place to place, 
purſued by foreign enemies, 
haunted with their own alarm- 
ing fears, and almoſt ſtarved 
with pining hunger; they ſhall 


king, and their God, 
and look upward. 
22. And they ſhall 
look unto the earth : 
and behold trouble 
and darkneſs, dim- 
neſs of anguiſh and 


load their effeminate prince as ey. ſhall be driven to 
the cauſe of all with heavy darkneſs. 
imprecations; and in deſpair 
even blaſpheme the Almighty 
himſelf, when looking up to 
heaven, they perceive not one 
glimpſe of light or comfort, 
and nothing below but dark- 
neſs and gloomy horror : to 
render their condition further 
diſmal and wretched, they ſhall 
be confined, or cloſe impriſon- 
ed, as condemned malefactors, 
in dark and melancholy dun- 
gcons. pt 
lit 
af 
C 
thi 
fu 
an 
ob 
Th 
bee 
hab 
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CHAP: IX SECT; xMW 


Conſolation afforded the people of Judea. Their diſ- 


119 


treſſes not ſo great as thoſe of their brethren of 


Iſrael. They ſhould be extremely harraſſed by the 
Syrians and Philiſtines; their own inteſtine ani- 
moſities, and not improbably the Aſſyrians. Pro- 
phecy of a very extraordinary perſon, generally 
interpreted of the Meſſiah. . 


Is A. ix. I. 2 Tea: 1-1. 
Evertheleſs, s HE affliction and ad- 


SECT.I2, 


— 


the dimneſs 
ſhall not be ſuch as verſity that ſhall hap- 
was in her vexation, PEN tO the land of Judah, will 
when at the firſt he not be ſmall or inconſiderable; 


ry, fre i yet, a little to mitigate mat- 
4 o . 


the land of Naphtali, ters, COmpar atively ſpeaking, 
and | they 


s Amongſt the cauſes of interpreters miſtaking this pro- 


Ifa. ix. 1s 


phet's ps way, a judicious author mentions their taking 


little notice of the connexion, or rather entirely laying it 


ade : explaining one verſe of the Fews and the next of 


Chriftians, making him ſpeak here of his own times, and 
there of an imaginary period at the end of the world, &c. 
—Whereas, ſays he, I never yet read an author more care- 
ful in conneCting the ſeveral parts of his diſcourſe together ; 
and his tranſitions from one ſubject to another are ſo very 
obvious, that a man muſt wink very hard to overlook them. 
This paſſage is inſtanced in: in be vio chapter, he had 
been foretelling that the Fews ſhould be driven from their 
habitations, &c. nevertheleſs, ſays the prophet, the dimneſs 
i. e. the affliction upon the Fews upon this invaſion ſhall not 
be ſo great as the affliction of the ten tribes, when T. iglath- 
Pilezer firſt lightly afflicted the land of Naphthali and Zebulon ; 
and Salmanazar afterwards more grievouſly affiifted carrying 
all her children into captivity : 10 
darkneſs, that is, the afflicted Fews ſhall fee a great light, i. e. 
delivered out of the hand of the Aſſyrians, and not be 
carried into captivity, like their brethren of the ten tribes, 


r the people that walked in 


120 A PARAPHRASE en the 


SECT.12. they ſhall not be ſo grie vous and afterwards did 
from their antagoniſt, as the 3 
calamities the T/raelites ſhall of the fea, 1 
undergo from their cruel in- Jordan in Galilee of 
vader; he ſhall begin to de- the nations. 

ſtroy them, and ſhall carry | £ 

part of them into captivity : 

a ſucceeding adverſary hall 

conclude what he begun, dif- 

folve the frame of their go- 

vernment, and overthrow their 

monarchy : the eus ſhall not 
be thus dealt with, their ene- 
my ſhall over-run all Fea, 
but ſhall not prevail againſt 
Feruſalem : though the Lord 
1s offended with his people, 
and uſes foreign powers as his 
inſtruments for chaſtiſingthem, 
yet as ſoon as he has made 
them ſenſible of their volun- 
tary errors by ſuffering the 
ſhort and tranſient effects of 
his indignation, he will re- 
turn, and they ſhall rejoice at 
the miraculous overthrow of 
the diſturber of their repoſe. 

2 The Jews at preſent cloſely 2. The people that 
beſieged in Jeruſalem ſhall ere 8 in darkneſs 
long find their ſpirits to be fight: whey that Feel 
revived with the moſt tranſ- in the 12 of the 
porting joys ; like the refreſh- ſhadow of OY 
ing light that ſuddenly iſſues aa hach the light 
from the breaking of a thick 

cloud, and to their aſtoniſh- | Fer 
ment ſhall be delivered from | 

an 


Wa. ix. 1. 


did 
af- 
ray 
"nd 
of 


z. Thou haſt t 


multiplied the na- 


tion, and not increaſ- 
ed the joy: they jo 
before thee accord- 
ing to the joy in har- 
veſt, and as men re- 
joice when they di- 
vide the ſpoil. | 


4. For thou haſt 


broken the yoke of 
his burden, and the 
ſtaff of his ſhoulder ; 
the rod of his op- 
preſſor, as in the day 


of Midian, 


Book of IsA1An.. 


121 


an enemy, to whom they muſt SE Or. 12. 


| 7 | 6 ; — 
ſoon have ſubmitted, without 14. K. J. 


ſuch a ſeaſonable interpofition 
of Divine Providence. 


_ Moſt gracious and ever-3 
bleſſed Being, thou ſhalt mul- 


tiply this exhauſted nation, who 


are ſurrounded with a foreign 


enemy; and yet who fo rely 
on thee, as not to tremble at 
the dreadful ſight, nor deſpair 


of ſuccour ; who perſuade 


themſelves that though they 
do not at preſent, they ſhall 


rejoice as heartily as induſtri- 


ous ſwains do after the labour 


of harveſt is ended; or mili- 


tary men when the tumult 
and horror of battle is over, 


and nothing remains but to 
divide the ſpoiliIl. 
Owing to heaven's kind aſ-4 


fiſtance, which was never in 
vain depended on, you' ſhall 
break in pieces all the force 


of a moſt proud and inſult- 
ing tyrant; and cruſh to a- 
toms thoſe inſtruments of 


ſlavery deſigned for your 
necks ; but know that as the 
hand of providence was re- 
markable in the victory your 


t Mr. Granville Sharp, in his remarks en prophecy, very per- 


tinently adduces an 


ſervation here of the Chriſtian and 


Fewiſh doctors, that the prophet ſeeing in his mind's eye 


me events he foretells, 


Vor. I, 


often * of them as already paſt. 


anceſtows 


Wai 
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Sx Or. 12. anceſtors formerly obtained 
over the Midianites, to the 
* + ſame kind interpoſition are 


you to aſcribe your deliver- 


- ance in- the abovementioned 


inſtance, not to your own 
courage or conduct. 


5, Peculiarly excluſive of all 


oſtentation, will every cir- 
cumſtance of his extraordi- 
nary favour be; battles are 


ſeldom won without tumult 


and hurry, noiſe and blood- 


med, but there ſhall be no- 


thing of that kind in this af- 
fair; the whole hoſt of your 


enemy ſhall be ſuddenly over- 


thrown, as if an unaccount- 
able panick had ſeized them; 
or they had been inſtantane- 
ouſly ſtruck dead by a blaſt 
of lightning, without any ac- 
tion of folders or uſe of arms. 


6 A {till further ſurprizing 
event is within the womb of 


futurity, when a very extra- 
ordinary child ſhall be born 
in our land, a. moſt diſtin- 
guiſhed ſon given to our na- 

tion 8 


5. For every battle 
of the warrior is with 
confuſed noiſe, and 


garments rolled in 


blood: but this ſhall 
be with u burning and 
fuel of fire. 


6. For unto us 1 
child is born, unto 
us à ſon is given; 
and the government 
ſhall be upon his 
ſhoulders: and his 
name ſhall be called 
wonderful, counſel- 

lor, 


uv The learned 7oſeph Mede underſtands this of the ſecond 
coming of the Mcffiah, to deſtroy the world by fire, as it 
had been done by a deluge of waters : for, "os he, the 
vid prophets, (for the moſt part) ſpeak of the coming of 
Chri/t indefinitely, and in general, without that diſtinction 
of firff and ſecend coming, which the goſpel out of Daniel 
_ more clcarly taught us. Med, Wor. 755. Iren. L. v. 
A» 29. | „ . 
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the everlaſt ing father, 
me prince of peace. 
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tion; and he ſhall be inveſt- Sgr. 12. 


ed with plenary authority for 
the adminiſtration of govern- 
ment; his titles ſhall ſignify 
his moſt eminent qualities; 
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— 
Iſa. ix. 6. 


that his attributes are aſto- 


niſning; his capacity for ad- 


viſing and directing moſt per- 


fect; and his ability adequate 
to that which requires the ex- 


ertion of an Almighty ſtrength; 


that he is the father of a future 
age or generation; the poten- 


tate who ſhall preſerve and 


7, Of the increaſe 
of his government 
and peace, there ſhall 
be no.end, upon the 
throne of David, and 
upon his kingdom, 
to order it; and to x 
eſtabliſh it with judg- 
ment and with juſ- 
tice, from henceforth 
even for ever: the 
zeal of the Lord of 
hoſts will perform it. 


maintain the public peace in 
an uninterrupted ftate of ſta- 
bility and glory. 


His reign ſhall be proſpe· 


rous, and prolonged to a very 
late poſterity; his ſubjects be- 


ing free from domeſtic ani- 


moſities and foreign invaſions, 
ſnall greatly increaſe and en- 
joy all their liberties and pri- 
vileges. Seated on the throne 


of David, he ſhall, like that 


prince, govern his dominions 
by laws founded in juſtice, 


equity, and mercy, and his 


adminiſtration be firmly eſta- 


bliſhed ; from the affectionate 


extreme regard the All-per- 
R 2 7 tect 


x The original ſignifies 20 ſupport, to hold up from falling, 


fainting, or coming to decay. 


hus it is referred to fupport- 


ing or firmly eſta e throne, on the only foundation 
ok righteouſneſs on which it can reſt ſecure. | 
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9 10 And all the people, even 


A PARAPHRASE on the 
SECT.12. Jehovab entertains for his pe- 
Iſa. Ix, 


culiar people, will he conſti- 


1-tute him the inftrument of 


performing to them his pro- 
miles of blefling and mercy. 
The Sovereign Ruler, by 


the mouth of his prophets, 


hath frequently diſpatched 


threatening aus 4 to the 


poſterity of his ſervant Ja- 
cob; and like a well-directed 


arrow from a ſtrong bow, 
hath reached and hit the 


mark, even the whole ten 
tribes of Joel : if they will 


not be timely admoniſhed, 


they ſhall feel the terrible ef- 


| fects; and that u hatever ap- 


prehenſions the people of Ju- 


dab may be at preſent under, 


they themſelves are ſtill in 


moſt imminent danger from 


their hoſtilicies., 


the children of Ephraim and 


inhabitants of Samaria, ſhall 
be convinced, to their coſt, 
of the truth and faithfulneſs 
of my report; that my words 


are dictated by that Holy Spi- 
rit which cannot he or de- 
ceive: notwithſtanding that, 


in their boundleſs arrogance, 


they bid defiance to the Pow- 


er Supreme, and dare him to 
do his utmoſt; in ſo many 
words declaring, if he demo- 


lifh 


and ſtoutneſs of their 


8. The Lorp ſent 
a word into Jacob, 
and it hath lighted 
upon Iſrael, 


9. And all the peo- 
ple ſhall know, even 
Epbraim and the in- 
habitants of Samaria, 
that ſay in the pride 


heart, 

10. The bricks are 
fallen down, but we 
will build with hewen 
ſtones : the fſyc 
mores are cut down, 
but we will change 
them into cedars, 


peo 
even 
e in- 
garia, 
pride 
” their 


KS art 
wut we 
hewen 

ſyca- 
down, 


change 


IIS, 


- - 
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liſh our buildings, we will Sg 
Ia. x. 10. 


erect ſtronger and more mag- 
nificent ones; if he ſpoil our 
gardens and plantations, . we 
will ſpeedily repair, and a- 


dorn them with more ſtately 


and choicer plants. 


11. Therefore the - There is at preſent a ſtrict c 


Lord ſhall _ 5 the alliance between Regin king 
erica of Rexin of Soria and cle Trait n. 
his enemies together. tion, who depend much upon 
one that is ſo great and pow- 

erful; but he ſhall prove ut- 

terly unable to contend with 

the victorious Aſhrians; and 

ſhall firſt himſelf fall a ſacri- 

fice to them, who ſhall after- 

wards overcome the Myaclites, 

with a mixed army, partly 

conſiſting of their own na- 
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1. I 2 


tional troops, and partly of 5 


the vanquiſhed Syrians. 
12. The Syrians 
before, and the Phi- 


they ſhall devour y 1ſ- with wide extended jaws de- 
—_ open mouth: your their Prefs ſhall the Sy- 
= all this his anger rians in the front, and the 
not turned away, 5 3 
but his hand N Ppbiliſtines in the rrar, hem in, 
ed out ſtill. 2 attack, 


y A meton of the ſubject, when the poſſeſſor is 

for the ting pate Thus the 3 law of — 
ancient Romans, de inope debiiore in partes deſecando, which 
may be interpreted cruelly enough ot the inſolvent debtor's 
effects, and not in a moſt ſavage ſenſe of his perſon. Pla- 
ra0h and his hoſt alſo, when they were ſaid to be given to 
be meat for the people inhabiting the wilderneſs, Pſal. Ixxiv. 
. the meaning be, that they enriched them with their 
poils. . Ne 


As hungry and ravenous 12 
liſtines behind, and wild beaſts fall upon, and 


& 13 
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SECT.12. attack, defeat, 
— 
Iſa. ix. 13. 


\ PARAPHRASE on the 


ſlay, and 
plunder the children of 1/rael; 
with all theſe ſeeming ſeveri- 
ties, the divine indignation a- 


gainſt his people is not abat- 


ed, nor are their calamities 
near an end; he appears re- 


| ſolved: upon their total ſub- 


14 


verſion ; all his deſolatin 
providences having been inet, 
fectual to reform their man- 
ners, and reduce their unfeel- 
ing minds to a becoming fenſe 
of duty and virtue. 

They comport not wich 
his views of his own glory or 
their own felicity, therefore 
he has determined to involve 
in one promiſcuous fate of ir- 


reparable ruin high and low, 


rich and poor; the young and 
vigorous, who might have 


been ſupports, and like 


branches of trees, ornaments 


to ſociety; and the old and 
infirm, who, as the ſlender 
ruſh bends with every blaſt 


of wind, can hardly ſuſtain 


themſelves under the decl-n- 


ſions and infirmities of na- 


ture. 


FF & 16 The oreferencey as to the 


adminiſtration of public af- 
fairs, is jultly given to men 


of good underftanding, large 
EXPETIENCE, and the ſtricteſt 


honour: 


13. For the people 
turneth not unto him 
that ſmiteth them, 
neĩther do they ſeek 
the Lord of hoſts, 


14. Therefore the 
LoRD will cut off 
from Iſrael head and 
tail branch and ruſh 


in one day. 


15. The anctent 
and honourable, he 
7s the head: and the 
prophet that teacheth 


lies, he is the tail. 


16. For the lead- 


ers of this people 


cauſe 


S 


1 
Lo! 
Joy 
men 
have 
fatn 
dow: 
ij an 
an e- 
very 
folly 
his a 
ed aw 


vi 
1d 


Cauſe them to err: 
and they that are led 
of them are deſtroyed. 


17, Therefore the 
Lorp ſhall have no 
joy in their Young 


men, neither ſha 

have mercy on their 
fatnerleſs and wi- 
dows : for every one 
i an hypocrite, and 


an evil doer, and e- 


very mouth ſpeaketh 
folly : for all this 
his anger is not turn- 
ed away, but his hand 
k ſtretched out fill, 
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honour: and as to the in- SET. 12. 
— 
Iſa. ix. 16. 


ſtruction of mankind, no 
character can be ſo worthlen 


and contemptible, as that of 
a falſe prophet, who deſign- 


edly miſleads and perverts 
them; *tis the extreme mis- 


fortune of this people, that 
they are infeſted with ſuch, 
and that thoſe whoſe province 


it is to ſhew them their duty, 


and keep them ſteady to the 


laws of virtue, are the great 


occaſion of their tranſgreſſing 
them, by ſoothing them in 
their errors and vices; and 
thoſe who are thus ſeduced 
neceſſarily ſuffer the fatal con- 


ſequences. 

The ripening age, 
blooming youth of a riſing 
generation, that are the hopes 
of a people, and the darlings 
of heaven, when they are be- 
times regular and virtuous, 
being quite the reyerſe, can- 


not be acceptable to the Al- 


mighty : widows and orphans 
alſo, objects of his peculiar 


compaſſion, when they be- 


have ſuitable to their circum- 


ſtances, -mulſt be offenſive and 


diſplealing for not doing it: 
whatever they are beſides, 
they are almoſt univerſally 
diſſembling hypocrites, their 

actions 


and 7 
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Iſa. ix. 1 


A PAR ATHR ASE bs the 
SRT. 12. actions evil and wicked, and 


their expreſſions a reproach to 


human nature: notwithſtand- 


ing their ſufferings on account 
of their moſt horrid provoca- 
tions, they perſiſt in them, 


therefore may reaſonably fear 


that heavier calamities are 
ſtill hanging over them. 

This may reaſonably be 
expected, for their crimes are 
of ſuch a growing malignity, 
as truly to reſemble a moſt 
raging fire; as this burneth 
the lower ſhrubs, and ſpread- 
ing kindleth among the thick- 
ets in the foreſt, and in pil- 
lars of ſmoke mounteth up 


to the lofty ſky, ſo do their 
enormities prevail in all ranks 


from the higheſt to the low- 
eſt : the diſpleaſure of an In- 
finite Majeſty produced there- 


by, muſt bring down the 


heavieſt diſtreſſes upon the 
whole guilty land, render its 
inhabitants as fuel for burn- 
ing, and extirpate every thing 
_ brotherly kindnefs, huma- 
nity, or Mercy. 

Like rebellious ſlaves or 
ſavage brutes, they - ſnatch at 

: their 


Ws, 
z Profeſſor Vitringa ſuppoſes domeſtic ſervants or ſlaves 
here referred to, who were either reduced to the laſt extre- 


mity, or under no reſtraint, 


18. For wicked: 
neſs burneth as the 
fire: it ſhall devour 
the briars and thorns, 
and ſhall kindle in 
the thickets of the 
foreſts, and they ſhall 
mount up like the litt- 
ing up of ſmoke. 

19. Through the 
wrath of the Lord of 
hoſts is the land dark- 
ned, and the people 
ſhall be as the fuel 
of the fire: no man 


ſhall ſpare his bro- 
ther, | 


20. And he (fall 
ſnatch on the right 
hand, and be hungry 

a 


halle 
right 
ory: 

and 


ſlaves 
Xe - 


and he ſhall eat on 
the left hand, and 
they ſhall not be ſa- 


tisfhed : they ſhall eat 
every man the fleſh. 


of his Own arm. 


_ ne. tam 
inhuman at | 
wretches plunder, worry, and 
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their prey on the right hand, SE Or. 12. 
yet are ſtill hungry and ra- Ne 


venous: devour that they 


have ſeized on the left, yet 
are 3 and inſatiable: in 

me manner ſhall theſe 
and remorſeleſs 


butcher one another ; and fa- 
mine rage to. that degree a- 


mong them, or civil animo- 


vw 


21. Manaſſeh E- 


phraim: and Ephraim 
Manaſſeh: and they 
together ſhall be a- 
gainft Judah : for all 
this his anger is not 
turned away, but his 


hand is ſtretched out 


till, 


Vol. I, 


ſities riſe to that height, that 
no bounds ſhall be fixed to 
their rapine, nor thoſe who 
ſhould ſupport them, ſpared 
in their violences. 
Thus miſerably 
ſhall Manaſſeh , and Ephraim 
be among themſelves, and 
their hatreds, envies, and in- 
juries of one another mutual 
and perpetual ; nevertheleſs, 


as if they were their common 


enemies, they ſhall readily 
unite. their utmoſt force a- 
gainſt their brethren of Ju- 
dah, With all theſe tokens 


of divine indignation, they 
relent not, but grow more 


hardened, therefore deſerve 
and muſt endure ſtill greater 
calamities. . 


e 


divided 2t 
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| { 
CHAP. X. | S'E CT. XIII. 
Lhe Jewiſh nag rater threatened with Judgments f 
for their exorbitant injuſtice, partiality, or ref 
pect of perſons : the king 9 Aſſyria, after giv. 
ing them due chaſtiſement, - himſelf to be folly 
\ or his boundleſs arrogance, in aſcribing all his 
lj " fucceſſes to his o power and policy. He is 70. 
i  fittvely aſſured, that he is only an inſtrument is 
ji "the Almighty's hand to currebt bis undutiful and 
i rebellious OS, 
i | 
| Tk, BOY. ISA. x. T. ; 
i dre berg 77 18 a very vat W 9 Ann : 
i crime, therefore let unrighteous decrecs, w 
bl "APA x. I, proportionably great calami- and that write grier- fo 
h ties befal thoſe venal or par- ouſneſs which they be 
| | tial magiſtrates, who are guil- have preſcribed, - | e 
ty, and obſtruct the natural 
lk courſe of juſtice ; enact laws 


for their own private advan- 
tage, that the people eannot 
well avoid breaking and in- 
| curring the penalty ; ; | thoſe 
fl corrupt judges alſo, may they 
be the: greateſt füfferers for it, 
whom favour or intereſt in- 
fluences, to pronounce un- 
righteous © - ſentences, which 
they had premeditated and 
determined upon, before they 
hear the merits of caſes, $ 
.  Wherejuſtice is bought and , 2: To tn ou 
ſold, and the deciſions in ment, 48d to the + 
Courts way 


— — — — — 


[TE — — — 


FS —— — 
« 3d — 
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way the right from courts of judicature iniqui- SE Ov. 13. 


the poor of my peo- 5 ha ini | — 
ple, that widows may tous, o that the mn ured and If. 3 1: 


be their prey, and diſtreſſed poor have no reme- 
that they may rob the dy; can recover none of their 


nts fatherlels, rights; widows inevitably 5 
Y full into their rapacious and 9 
v. mercileſs hands; and orphans, 55 
4e who have no friends to ſup- 4 
bis ; port them, are robbed in 1 
po- Form of law, as by common = 
tn 5 thieves and freebooters on the ky 
ind | roads. 8 | fa 
3. And what will You great men, who thus3 0 

ietion, and in the pervert judgment, may reck- R 1 

L + 


deſolation which ſhall On your mountain to ftand 


_ come from far? To ſtrong, and that you are out N 
es, 2 will ye flee of the reach of all viſible 0 
Foy or help? and where Gers d c nour* new. by 
hey will ye leave your 1 Se 3 5 Sn. 9 
glory 2 bours, that you have nothing 170 
| 1 to fear from them, their 2 
forces are otherwiſe employ- _ 
ed; or if they ſhould com- LA, 
mence hoſtilities, you are in 2 
a condition to oppoſe them, 0 
and defend yourſelves: but * 
in caſe of heavier diſtreſſes * 
from heaven's juſt diſplea- 1 
ſure, will you not be at a NS, 
loſs for reſources ? and if you WA. 
are alarmed with the deſolat- 2M 
ing providence of a foreign df 
enemy, what meaſures will 
you purſue, of whom im- | 
1 plwKwuͤre protection, or from * 
ig whom obtain ſuccour? In 


way 


2 Whoſe hands will you place, 1 
| 8 2 that | 
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Sr or. 13. that they will be ſecure, the 
riches you now glory in; and 
the ſplendid furniture chat it 
will be guarded with which 
you have adorned your houſes? 25 
4 Make all the proviſion you 4. Without me 
can againſt future events a Age a po 
that are before you, and exert and they wall fat 
8 yourſelves to the utmoſt when under the flain : for 
— they happen; if I, the Rock weak _ yrs api 
of ages, prove to have with- e e, er 
drawn my ſupport and protec- gut {till. 

tion they will be utrerly in | b 
vain; nothing ſhall hinder, a 
but you ſhall either fall by 
the ſword, or be carried into 
captivity : and further, which 
precludes conſolation, unleſs 
you be reclaimed from your 
abominations, ſtill greater ca- 
lamities are approaching. | 
The time was that no 5. 0 Aſfyriar, tho 
weapon formed againſt them rod of mine anger, 
ſhould proſper, but now, O and the ſtaff in their 
Aſſyrian general, you have my Ione 5 oy 
Marrs to go and chaſtiſe ; 
my people; 1 appoint you, as 
my rod, to execute my diſ- 
ne} you have my ſtaff, 

. a are 
odged in your hand, to give 
their iniquities, by which they 
have highly provoked my 
wrath, proper correction. 

6 You have my expreſs or- 6. I will ſend him | 
ders to wage war againſt a _ yr fin 
nation diveſted of all truth gainſt the people of Ny 
$523 and my 


Ifa. x. 2. 


, "ON e 


the 
ger, 
heir 
lig⸗ 


my wrath will I give 
him a charge to take 
the ſpoil, and to take 
the prey, and to tread 
them down like the 
mice of the ſtreets, 


7.  Howbeit, he 


meaneth not ſo, nei- 


ther doth his heart 
think ſo, but it ic in 
his heart to deſtroy, 
and to cut off nations 
not a few. 


8. For he faith, 


are not my Princes a 


_ altogether kings? 
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and faithfulneſs; againſt the SE or. 13. 
people whoſe enormous crimes NE 2 


have incurred my reſentment, 
will I give you inſtructions 
and authority to ravage and 
deſtroy their cities and coun- 
try; and to reduce them to 
the utmoſt degree of ruin, 
infamy, and miſery, 


Theſe terrible expedients 7 


I give permiſſion to be uſed, 
in order to their reformation ; 
which once accompliſhed, and 
the wrath of man made to 
praiſe me, the remainder of 


wrath will I reſtrain, and 


bid ars to ceaſe; never- 


theleſs, other images preſent 


themſelves to the ambitious 
mind of this inſolent enemy; 
neither will he be ſatisfied to 


plunder and to humble ; with 


every ſucceſsful engagement, 
his thoughts are enlarged with 


the cruel ideas of further de- 


ſtruction, of annexing Judea 


to his dominions, and of uni- 


verſal monarchy. 


The haughty language of $ 


this vain and proud boaſter 
is, My army abounds with 


tributary 


a Altogether, i. e. one as well as anther, all without excep- 
tien, from the original, to be contracted or joined together as 
two planks were firmly bound together in the tabernacle by 


being inſerted in one ring. 
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Ia, x. 8. 
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tributary princes, or vaſſal 
kings; their territories, that 
are now mine, were no leſs 
than thoſe of Judea, and what 
is the governor of this neck 
of land that he ſhould come 
in competition with me, or 
contend againſt my powerful 
and victorious troops ? 


2 What great difference have 


my brave veterans been oblig- 
ed by their reſpective tutelary 
gods, to make betwixt one 
city or nation and another ? 
Have not many of the prin- 
cipal of them, and muſt not 
the reſt in due courſe be ſub- 


jected ? 


10 & 11 


The whole world has been 
witneſs how unable the guar- 
dian deities of the ſurround- 
ing nations have been to deli- 
ver their moſt unreſerved vo- 
taries out of my powerful 
hands: why ſhould thoſe of 
Judah be reckoned ſtronger? 


Samaria's graven images were 
multiplied, ſo may thoſe of 


Feruſalem be, their religion is 


one and the ſame; the for- 


mer I have with infinite eaſe. 


ſubdued; neither do I ima- 


gine the latter will be hardy 
enough to oppoſe me, and 
riſk a battle, or ſtand the for- 
mality of a ſiege ; or if they 

1 | ſhould, 


=] 
1 
[ 
; 
. 
9. J not Calno a3 f 
Carchemith ? I; not h 
Hamath as Arpad? 
Is not Samaria as Da- 
maſcus ? 
10. As my hand 
hath found the king- 
dom of the idob, and 
whoſe graven images 
did excel them of ſe- 
ruſalem and Samaria: 
ſhall I not as 1 have 
done unto Samaria 
and her idols, fo do 
to Jeruſalem and, het 
idols. 
by 
* 
an 
fo 
an 
the 
de 
ec 
an 
the 
val 


ind 
ng- 
ind 
ges 
Je- 


ia: 


ave 
ria 
do 
het 


12. Wherefore it 
thall come to paſs, 


- that when the Lord 


hath performed his 
whole work upon 
mount Zion, and on 
Jeruſalem, I will 
puniſh the ſtout heart 
of the king of Aﬀy- 
ria, and the glory of 
bis high looks. 


13. For the ſaith, 
by the ſtrength of my 
hand have I done 17 
and by my wiſdom, 
for I am prudent: 
and I have removed 
the bounds of the 

ople, and have rob- 

ed their treaſures, 
and I have put down 
the inhabitant like a 
valiant man. 
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ſhould, not early repent their 
raſhnels. _ | | 
With this boundleſs arro- 
gance 1s the ever-living and 
true God treated, and put 
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SE CT. 13. 


— 


upon a level with the vanities 


of heathen worſhip; where- 
fore, ſaith he who fainteth 
not nor groweth weary, who 
from everlaſting to everlaſting 
is God, ſince my whole deſign, 


the hands of the Aſſyrian mo- 
narch, was to reduce them, 
by a fatherly gentle correction 
to the obedience of my laws; 
but he meditates their entire 
ſubverſion, and preſumes up- 


in chaſtiſing my people by 


on his own ſtrength to deſtroy 


them root and branch, as ſoon 


as he ſhall have performed 


the whole of what J intended, 
ſhall ſuffer for his daring in- 
ſolence, and be ſufficiently 


mortified for that enormous 


pride that has puffed up his 

unſubdued heart. . 
Tis abſolutely neceſſary to 

bring down the creſt of this 


18 


lordly creature, for as if he 


was more than man, he 
vaunts himſelf, in ſuch au- 
dacious ſpeeches, as follow, 
By my invincible arm have I 
achieved all thoſe glorious 


exploits that ſound out my 


fame 


33 ; 
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SECT.13. fame through the world; 
IE. and by my deep penetration 
Ifa. x. 13. | 4s 
in all branches of political 
wiſdom, for I am conſum- 
mately prudent ; at my plea- 
ſure I have tranſplanted colo- 
nies from region to region; 
I have ſeized their richeſt 
treaſuries, and converted to | ef 
my own ule every thing in | th 
their ſtores that was moſt | g 
valuable; alſo the garriſons 17 
of their defended ſeats, and ir 
ſtrongeſt fortreſſes, with a 
matchleſs bravery have I 
forced to ſurrender. _ | 
14 As one who finds a neſt of 14. And my hand 
unfledged young birds and hat ound. a nc 
tales them, have I 1 anſacked ple - and as one ga- 
the ſecret places, where this thereth the eggs that 
people had hidden their ce 3 AY 
wealth, and poſſeſſed myſelr and there was none 
of It, and as one gathereth that moved the wing, 
the eggs to deſtroy the brood, or opened the mouta 
have I collected and greatly or peeped. 
reduced the numbers of the 
inhabitants of the whole earth; 
with this difference to my 
honour, that while the ſmalleſt 
of the feathered kind, from 5 
natural inſtinct will make a 8 
noiſe, flutter their wings, and | | fat 
exert their utmoſt ſtrength, it £ und 
they cannot eſcape him, to de- a 
fend themſelves and young 
againſt an enemy; men and 
. citizens 


Book of IS AI AR. 1 


15. Shall the ax 
boat itſelfagainitbim 
that heweth there- 
with? Or ſhall the 
ſay magnify itfelf 
againſt him that ſhak- 
eth i:? As if the rod 
ſhould ſhake 7tfelf a- 
gainſt them that lifted 
it up, or as if the ſtaff 


should lift %%, as if 


it were no wood, 


16. Therefore ſhall 
the Lord the Lord of 


hoits, ſend among his 
farones leanneſs, and 
under his glory he 


thall kindle a burn- 


ing like the burning 
of a tire. 


make pretences of this kind, 


8 


— 
n 


# * 
= 


— 


Citizens, have not dared toSECT:13. 

ſtir a finger, to open a mouth, "7 pag 
X. 14. 

or hardly caſt à look at me 

from their lurking places. 

Was ever any thing more!; 
inſufferably aſſuming and in- 
dignant? With no greater 
propriety and juſtice, what- 
ever his enormous vanity may 
ſuggeſt, can this imperious 
Alſrian aſcribe the glory of 
his conqueſts to his own abi- 
lities, than an ax or ſaw can 
theworkmanſhip and ingenui- 
ty of a curious machine, for 
which they were uſed only to 
prepare the rough materials; 
it is no leſs abſurd in him to 


„ 


7 55 
ob.” 


S 


* 
* 
4 


than it would be in a walking 
Rick if it ſnould boaſt that ir 
twirls about the hand which 
gives it this quick rotation 
or the ſtaff, which is lifted 
up, that it gave itſelf this 
change of place, was not a 
mere piece of wood, but en- 
dued with an extraordinary 
power of ſelf motion. 

So long as there is a ſelf-16 
exiſtent Being and Supreme 
Ruler, who will not allow 
his glory to be given to ano- 
ther, it is fitting to expoſe 
fuch high claims in weak and 
frail mortals, as the effect of 


T | ſelf. — 
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SECT.13. ſelf-deluſion; therefore, as a 
— man who is naturally of a 


n ſtrong conſtitution, is ſoon f 
reduced and emaciated by the f 
violence of a painful diſaſter : 
or acute diſeaſe, ſo ſhall the 6 


bravelt of the Affrian troops 
dwindle away, ſuddenly loſe 
all their vigour and ſpirit, and 
no more be able to perform 
any thing that is difficult or 
important: as ſacrifice on an 
altar, with fire kindled under 
it, will burn away, fo ſhall 
this gallant army, the glory 
of the nation which gave 
them birth, be entirely con- 
ſumed. 
17 Neither will the dire event Sf rd ache git of 
be any way evaded, for the a fire, and his holy for 
Eternal God and Almighty one for a flame : and 5 
Guardian of 77ae! ſhall him- it thall burn and de- WF 
ſelf undertake the effecting jour 215 horns and 
it, and by the miniftry of his Ort 
angels, without any human 
means, ſhall he execute a 


ſcheme of quick deſtruction, = 7 
as by fire, upon the Aſſyrian ber, 
forces ; he thall ſhine upon ber, 
his people with the light of | = 
Joy, proſperity, and glory; e 
but their enemies conſume, | 2 

"an; 


in the ſhorteſt ſpace of time, 
as if they were briars and 


thorns, 
They, 
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18. And ſhall con- They, who in their pPom-SECT.I z* 


ſume the glory of his 
foreſt, and of his 


fruitful field, both ſalem, reſembled a foreſt oſ 

ſoul and body; and ſtately trees, and were reput- 

they ſhall be as when a ed ſo powerful and formi- 

3 dable, that nothing could 

15 withſtand them, ſhall be to- 
tally overthrown, and both 
the leaders and their troops 
periſh : as when the chief 
ſtandard-bearer, on whom all 
eyes were fixed, 1s ſeized with 
a ſudden languor and faint- 
neſs, ſo as to drop his co- 
lours; all is given up as irre- 
parably loſt, ſo ſhall it hap- 
pen to the Aſſyrian hoſt. 

19. And the reſt If the ſlaughter by the de-19 
5 oP ſtroying angel make not a 
that a child may Compleat end, yet it ſhall be 
write them, ſo great, that out of this large 

body the ſurviving remains 
ſhall be very few, ſo that a 
child may be able eaſily to 
tell their number, 


pous march to beſiege Feru-j > 


b Few, from the original, to relate, reckon, count, tell, num- 
ber, Gen, xxxiv. 30. and being few in number, men of num 
ber, i. e. that may eafily be counted. Note, according to 
the genius of the Hebrew language when the original word 
number 1s placed after the ſubſtantive to which it belongs, it 
denotes a few. Num. ix. 10. Jeb xvi. 22. but when it comes 
before the ſubſtantive to which it is joined then it ſignifies 
many. Fob xxxvi. 26. Deut. xxxiii. 6. | 
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Iſa. x. 20. 
& 21. 


A ParRaPHRASE on the 


. 


SECT XIV. 


T ve happy effects of the deſtruclion of the Aſſyrian 
army upon the children of Iſrael; their manners 
thereby reformed, and their confidence in the A. 


mighty reftored and eftablifhed. Deſcription uf 


the march of this enemy till they ſhould arrive at 


the gates of the city Jeruſalem. 


Further repre- 


ſentation of their <wonder{/ul overthrow, by the 
fmmilitudge of a foreſt, and an Inviſible Being as 
felling the ſtately trees, and lopping off the ſpread- 
ing branches. Ver. 20. to the end. 


ISA. X. 20 & 21; 
THE danger the children 
of Zſrael ſhall be in from 
the Aſſyrian invaſion and moſt 
rapid progreſs will be truly 
great and imminent; extraor- 
dinary and aſtoniſhing alſo the 
interpoſition of Divine Pro- 
vidence to deliver them, by 
their ſudden and unexpected 
overthrow ; the reſult of ſuch 
a cataſtrophe will be in ſome 
meaſure anſwerable, and the 
people thus peculiarly favour- 
ed ſenſible and gratctul ; this 
30{t pleaſing and beneficial 
event ſhall then happen, and 
thoſe who ſhall remain and 
prove to have eſcaped a tragi- 
cal fate, ſhall no more repoſe 
confidence in an enterprizing 
and 


18A. X. 20. 
ND it ſhall 
come, to pals 
in that day, Hat the 
remnant of Iſrael, 
and ſuch as are e- 
ſcaped of the houſe 
of Jacob, ſhall no 
more again ſtay up 
on him that ſmote 
them: but ſhall fry 
upon the Lord, tte 
holy one of [frac] 
in truth. 

21. The - remnant 
ſhall return, even tie 
remnant of Jacob, 
unto the mighty Gul 


ſhall 
pals 
f the 
rael, 
e e. 
zouſe 
1 no 
7 uf 
mote 
| ſtay 
|, the 
[frac] 


mnant 
en the 
Jacob, 


Gui 
* 1.00 


22, For though 
thy 1 Iſrael be 
as the ſand of the 
ſea, yet a remnant of 
them ſhall return: 
the conſumption de- 
creed ſhall overflow 
with righteouſneſs. 

23. For the Lord 


Cod of hoſts ſhall 


make a conſumption, 
even determined in 
the midſt of all the 
land, 


have prevailed, ſhall return 


the ſand of the ſea ; yet their 


- w 7 * - 


e. 39 . . 5 Wer 
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and ambitious monarch whoſe scon. 14. 
protection they had implored; e 
but who truly intended and“ ©" 
endeavoured to ſubdue and 
enſlave them; but in the ſole 
object of an abſolute reliance, 
viz. the Living and True God. 
The ſmall reſidue, who ſhall 
ſurvive the dreadful ſcenes of 
bloodſhed and ſlaughter that 


— 
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in peace and ſafety to their 
reſpective habitations, and to 
the ſincere worſhip and ſer- 
vice of the Lord their God. 

The wondertulincreaſeof the 22 & 23 
people of Jrael was promiſed, 
and accordingly they became as 
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numbers ſhall be greatly im- 
paired, and a remnant only 
return, from their diſperſions 
and captivities, to their native 
country: the deſtructionwhere- 
with the Almighty has pur- 
poſed to waſte them, like a 
mighty inundation, ſhall over- 
flow the land, and ſweep a- 
way the inhabitants, ſo far as 
is determined which will be 
according to rules of great 
juſtice in puniſhing the wick- 
ed, and faithfulneſs in reſerv- 
ing a remnant of the righteous 


and good to N the ſeed 
of 


24 & 25 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


SECT.14. of Jacob: 
A a relidue ſhall be ſaved, and 


the event is certain, 


the deſolation, as is appoint- 


ed, ſhall be carried into the 


heart of the kingdom. 
For their ſupport and en- 
couragement, who will ren- 


der themſelves objects of his 
favourable regard, the Al- 
mighty and Eternal Being 
hath expreſsly declared, ſay- 
ing, O my beloved peo- 
ple, inhabitants of Jeruſalem, 
who tremble at my word, and 
and are truly inclined to obey 
my law, though appearances 
ſhall be gloomy and melan- 
choly, and the walls of your 
city ſurrounded with an army 
ſufficient to ſwallow you up, 
yet be not overwhelmed with 
apprehenſive fears; the Ajſ- 
firian has indeed my permit- 
tion a while ro exercite your 
patience, and as the Egyptians 
uſed your forefathers, treat 
thoſe with great ſeverity who 
fall fall into his hands; but 
the ſtorm ſhall ſoon be blown 
over, mine anger be appeaſed, 
and after this army is deſtroy- 
ed, he ſhall not ſpeedily re- 
turn with another, to afflict 
and diſtreſs the land of Ju- 


> 23 
4 . 


After 


24. Therefore thus 
ſaith the Lord God 
of hoſts, O my peo- 
ple that dwelleſt in 
Lion, be not afraid 
of the Aſſyrian: he 
ſhall ſmite thee with 
a rod, and ſhall lift 
up his ſtaff againſt 
thee, after the man- 
ner of Egypt. 

25. For yetaverylit- 
tle while, and the in- 
dignation ſhall ceaſe, 
and mine anger in 
their deſtruction. 


come 
day, 
lll | 
from 
der, 
from 
and tl 
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26. And the Lord 
of hoſts ſhall ftir up 
aſcourge for him, ac- 
cording to the ſlaugh- 
ter of Midian at the 
rock of Oreb : and as 
his rod was upon the 


| fea, fo ſhall he lift it 
| up after the manner 


| of Egypt. 


27, And it ſhall 
come to paſs in that 
day, that his burden 
ſhall be taken away 
from off thy ſhoul- 
der, and his yoke 
irom off thy neck: 
nd the yoke ſhall 

be 
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After he has ſufficiently SR r. 14. 
chaſtiſed his people with the OE 


rod of a kind father, the 
Mighty God ſhall direct the 
deſtroying angel, as againſt a 
ſlave, with a dreadful ſcourge 


to ariſe, to ſtop the Aſſyrian's 


rage, and execute ſuch a 
laughter among his troops, 
as, was once made upon the 
Midianites at the rock of O- 
reb : they ſhall reſemble one 
another in the ſuddenneſs of 
the event, the fall of the 


leading men, the inviſibility 


of the agent and the univer- 
ſality of the ſlaughter; as 
Moſes once lifted up his rod, 
or waved his ſacred wand, the 
ſignal for the parted ſtream to 
unite again, the waters of the 
Red Sea returned and over- 
whelmed rhe hardened Pha- 
raob and his purſuing hoſt 
in like manner, by ſuch un- 
relentleſs fate, ſhall this ſcourge 
of man kind be effectually pre- 
vented from doing further 


miſchief. 
You will, moreover, be 27 


ſenſibly affected, intereſted, 
and elated with joy tor that 
which {ſhall happen at the 
ſame time, as to th- oppreſ- 
ſions and cruelties with which 
you have been harraſſed, or 
| threatened 
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A PARAPHRASH in the 
E C7.14. threatened by this tyrannical be &ettroyed bcauf 


adverliary ; you ſhall not pay 
any exactions of tribute, have 
your ſhoulders burdened or 
backs belaboured, nor groan 
under a yoke of heavy bon- 
dage; it ſhall never hereafter 
be in his power, the yoke 1t- 
ſelf being ſpoiled, to give you 
any diſturbance ; ; this is faith- 


fully promiſed for Hezetiah's 


take, who 1s anointed of the 


Lord, and peculiarly accept- 


able to him jor his eminent 
and unfeigned piety and vir- 


tue. 


28 


The facts are at a . 
able diſtance, but when they 
ſhall happen, you may recol- 
lect how circumſtantially they 
were foretold, I will, as I 
have ſeen in a prophetic vi- 
ſion, deſcribe ſome particulars 
of the march of the Afyrian 
army : at that time of gene- 
ral conitcrnation, it will be 
rumoured that in their rout 
they have already arrived at 
that region which formerly 
belonged to the city Ai or 
Math; that they have pro- 
ceeded to Migron, a town in the 
tribe of Benjamin, on the bor- 

ders 


of the c anointing, 


0\ 
ha 


lo 

EK: 

be 
28. He is come to 
Aiath, he is paſſed 
to Migron : at Mtch- 
maſh be bath laid vp 

his carriages. 

3 

voie 

Gal 

be | 

Op 


c Aninting, ſome underſtand this of the neceſſity ther! 
was to preſerve the regal ſtock of David, from whence tis 


promiſed Meſſiah, the Lord Clriſt was to ſpring. V 
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ders of Gibeabh; there's no op- SE OT. 14. 
poſition, but the country peo- je 
ple fly before the plundering We Oy 
troops like a trembling flock 
of frighted ſheep; and at 
Michmaſh the general has left 
his heavy baggage, propoſing 
to fetch ſupplies from thence, 
and make an expeditious re- 
turn thither, after he has 
taken the city Jeruſalem. 
in , en He has marched his army 29 
wk a np, beg through the narrow, rocky, 
lodging at Gebah ; and difficult paſſage in the 
| Ramah is afraid, Gi- mountains between Mithmaſh 
lech of Saul is fled. and Gibeah ; after this fatigue 
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ned they ſtay a while to refreſh at 
11 5 Gebab. Ramah being at no 
Id up oreat diſtance is ſtruck with 


extreme terror, and the inha- 
bitants of Gibeah where Saul 
of old dwelt, have in the ut- 
moſt precipitation fled from 
their houſes, to ſave their 
lives. 
zo. Lift up thy Owing to the incurffons of 39 
ns O daughter of the ravaging forces, raiſe your 
7allim : cauſe it to 
be heard unto Laiſh, outcries, you will be moſt 
O poor Anathoth, barbarouſly uſed, you who 
| live in villages at Gallim, and 
thou poor Anathoth, of Ben- 
jamin which belongeſt to the 
prieſts, in thy extreme diſtreſs 
let thy voice be heard to the 
_— utmoſt borders of the land of 
fs the Jſrael. 
Vol. I. U As 
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SEC. 14. As if removed, the town 
8 — 
Ifa. x. 31. 


A PAR APHRAS E on the 


of Madmenah is quite deſert- 
ed, and 'the people retired 
for ſhelter with the choiceſt 
of their effects to the woods 
and mountains : the men of 
Gebim are preparing to flee 1n 
companies, that they may be 
able to defend themſelves a- 
gainſt ſmall parties and ſtragg- 
ling ſoldiers that may infeſt 


e. 
32 That day the A rian march- 


ed from Geba, where his army 
had lodged one night; he 
made ſo quick a diſpatch as 
to reach Nob, a city of the 
prieſts, where he ſhall re- 
main, in order to regulate his 
affairs for attacking Feru/alem; 
from whence he ſhall behold, 
and ſhake a menacing hand 
at Mount Zion, as what would 
preſently. be his own, but 
which he was never to be maſ- 


ter of. | 


33 & 34 As to the' raging of the 


ſea there are bounds fixed, fo 
to this commander's victories 


and triumphs ; after all the 


havock the Afjyrian army ſhall 
have made, tracts of country 
{poiled and depopulated, and 


even approached to the walls 


of Jeruſalem ; they ſhall ſud- 
denly and unexpectedly ſtop, 
. and 


31. Madmenah is 
removed, the inhabi. 
tants of Gebim 92. 
ther themſelves to 
flee, 


32. As yet ſhall 
he remain at Nob 
that day: he fhall 
ſhake his hand agairf 
the mount of * the 
daughter of Zion, the 
hill of Jeruſalem. 


33. Behold, the 
Lord, the Lord of 
hofts ſhall lop the 
bough with terror: 
and the high ones of 
ſtature Hall be heun 
down, and the haugb- 
ty ſhall be humbled. 

34. And he ſhall 
cut down the thickets 
of the foreſts with 
iron, and Lebanon 
ſhall fall by a miglity 
One. 
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and entirely ceaſe hoſtilities : SE Or. 14. 


as riving a branch aſunder, 
or with terror tearing off a 
bough, the Supreme Lord 


Hall in a very dreadful man- 


ner deitroy the leader of theſe 
bands; his captains and ge- 
nerals, as if hewn down, he 
ſhall humble to the duſt of 
death ; and all his troops, as 
cut down with the ax, and as 
Lebanon's trees felled with a 
ſtrong arm, ſhall meet with 
a moſt ſhocking fate, from a 
power that all mankind are 
vanity, and nothing in the 
way of reſiſting. 
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S ASECT. XV: 


Under the rural ſimilitude of @ trunk or flump of a = 
tree, the low eſtate of the family of David re. 
preſented ; nevertheleſs, a twig or @ branch 10 
ſpring from that trunk which ſhould grow and 
raiſe them up to as much proſperity and glory as 
they had ever enjoyed. The extraordinary peace 
and tranquility that ſhould prevail; the party diſ- 
tinctions between Judah and Ephraim, and ani- 
moſitics on account of them entirely ceaſe. 


3 2 
| Is A. xi. . S. i I: ow. 
SECT.H;. H E children of Iſrael, Oo ag Oak ho 
1fa. xi. 1. by their wars, diſper- rod out of the fiem ww 
ſions, and captivities, thall of Jeſſe, and a branch 125 
be reduced to ſo low and deſ- {hall grow out of hi, 155 
picable a condition, as hardly . thef 

to deſerve the name of a bo- 

dy politic, and almoſt to for- 

get what they were when the 

kings David and Sclomon ſWay- 

ed the ſcepter : as the ancient 

trunk of a withered tree, it 

ſeems never likely to flouriſh 
any more, ſuch ſhall be the a 
declenſion and probable down- of di 
fal of this unnappy people; 725 
nevertheleſs, as ſometimes it 3 
has happencd, that out of an emin; 
apparent lifeleſs trunk a tender 5 8 
cyon has ſprung, and from an xs 
almoft ſapleſs root a ſpreading | under 
| | branch 6 limer 
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foſtering heat, dew, and rains 
of heaven, has bloſſomed and 
. brought forth fruit; ſo a 
young prince ſhall riſe and 
govern this realm, whoſe roy- 
al virtues ſhall draw down 
from on high peculiar bleſ- 
ſings and mercies, and very 
viſibly engage the Almighty 
in his people's defence and 
protection, 7 


2. And the d ſpi- No qualities natural or ac-2 


it of th ſh a . 
„ 5 quired ſhall be wanting very 


ſpicit of wiſdom and highly to diſtinguiſh him in 
an. the his illuſtrious ſtation z more 
hin of count und partjeutarly, he ſhall appear 
knowledge, and of to be richly endued with the 
th: fear of the Lo RD. ineſtimable gifts of his bleſ- 
ſed ſpirit, whoſe inſpiration 

giveth underſtanding ; not 

tranſiently to ſerve upon ſome 

extraordinary occaſion, and 

when that is over to ceale, 

but 


d The ſpirit, &c. the ſpirit of wiſdom, i. e. the knowledge 
of divine things; of underſtanding, i. e. of natural things; 
of counſel, i. e. prudence and foreſight in political affairs; 
might, i. e. of firmneſs and conſtancy under adverſe cir- 
cumſtances, which Hezekiah ſhewed very remarkably and 
eminently in the time of Sennacherib; of knowledge, con- 
cerning the interpretation of the law, and of the fear of the 
Lend, i. e. an undiſſembled and regular piety, which ex- 
cceded all other gifts or endowments. Praiſes of Hegekial, 
under which ſays the learned Grotius, are hidden in a ſub- 
limer ſenſe the praiſes of the Meflah. 
| | Gret, in Loc. 
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branch proceeded, which by SRor. 15 


the kind influences of the 
Ifa- 2. 36 
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x50 4 ParRaPHRASE on ths 
SE. 15. but to continue with him for 
e his ſupport and conduct 
* 2 throughout all life's ſtages: 
” molt open and enlarged ſhall 

his mind be to receive divine 
communications of heavenly 
wiſdom : natural knowledge 
ſhall alſo be familiar to him: 
he ſhall further diſplay an 
uncommon penetration, pru- 
dence and foreſight in politi- 
cal affairs, if he ſhould ever 
meet with adverſe circumſtan- 
ces; likewiſe ſhew an un- 
ſhaken firmneſs and the no- 
bleſt conſtancy of mind: 
which ſhall crown all, his 
life ſhall be adorned with an 
undiſſembled and moſt exem- . 4 
plary virtue and piety. | | 

3 His regular practice in 3. And ſhall make rep 


theſe matters of the: greateſt him of quick under- for 
derſtanding in the eart 


importance to civil Society, fearof the Lon pzand 
ſhall ſignally contribute to his he ſhall not judge e the! 
forming the moſt diſtinct after the fight of his and 
clear ideas, what is true reli- er 8 oh of of | 
gion, and how totally dif- ,;. ay MY | 5 
ferent from all heathen idola- 
try, and ſuperſtition; from all 
imaginable modes and forms 
alſo, that may conſiſt with 


hypo- 


e He fhall nt judge, &c. the lxx render mon ſecundun 
opinicnem judicabit, neque ſecundum Ioquelam arguet, 1. e. vague 
opinion and common report ſhall weigh little with him ing 
his judgments or deciltons. 1 | 

Es Montfauc. Hexap. Oraj. in loc. 


ake 
ler- 
the 
and 


ge e 
his 


OV 
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| Book of Isaran. 
hypocriſy. Further, when-Szer.15. 


4. But with righ- 
teouſneſs ſhall he 


judge the poor, and 


reprove with equity 
for the meek of the 
earth; and he ſhall 
imite the earth with 
the rod of his mouth, 
and with the breath 
of his lips ſhall he 
lay the wicked. 


riches: the 


ever he ſhall ſit in judgment 


he. ſhall immediately enter 
into the merits of cauſes, and 


izt 


— 
La. Ki. 3 


plainly diſcern on which fide 


truth and right lie. He ſhall 
proceed with the utmoſt cau- 
tion. Search into the nature 
and circumſtances of an affair 
with the greateſt exactneſs; 


and not determine according 


to outward appearances, plau- 
{ible accounts or popular re- 
ports; but employ his own 
faculties impartially; and in 
extraordinary emergencies, 


conſult and rely on mene true 


prophets. 


As to pam he all“ 


ſhew no reſpect to them for 
the elevation of their ſtations, 
the mightineſs of their power, 
or the multitude of their 


ſhall have ſtrict juſtice; the 
invaders of their rights meet 
with a ſovereign controul; 
and the lowly, diſpaſſionate, 


and meek, find his deciſions 


to favour them as is equal: 
whilſt earth-born ſouls, im- 
merſed in ſenſual courſes, and 
utterly thoughtleſs concerning 
virtue, heaven and eternity, 
ſhall receive from his deciſive 
voice, a Capital ſentence, as 


pooreſt peaſant 


often 


l 


252 - | A PARAPHRASE on the 
SECT.15.often as their treſpaſſes de- 
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right mind : his perfect equi- 
ty, his generous benevolence, 
and his inviolable fidelity, 
ſhall give the moſt exalted 


dignity to his character, luſtre 


to his throne, and firm ſup- 
port to his government and 
his kingdom. 


6,7,%8 A moſt ſurprizing change, 


about the ſame time ſhall 
happen in the tempers and 
manners of the people; as if 
brutal creatures of the moſt 
oppoſite qualities in mutual 
amity aſſociated; and the 
fierceſt wolves, ravenous lions, 
and ſavage leopards, became 

gentle 


6. f The wolf alſo 
ſhall dwell with the 


lamb, and the leo- 


pard ſhall lie down 
with the kid, and the 
calf, and the young 
lion and the lin 
together, and a little 
child ſhall lead them, 
7. And the cow 
and the bear ſhall 
feed, their young 
ones 


f The poetic reader may by entertained with the following 


admired ftanza : 


The lambs with wolves ſhall graze the verdant mead, 

And boys in flow'ry bands the tyger lead; 

The ſteer and lion at one crib ſhall meet, 

And harmleſs ſerpents lick the pilgrims feet. 

The ſmiling infant in his hand ſhall take 

The creſted bafiliſk and ſpeckled ſnake ; 

Pleaſed the green luftre of the ſcales ſurvey, - 
And with their forky tongue and e {ting ſhall play. 


2 ſerve it. 0 4 
As girdles are uſed to bind And righte. to 
up the looſe flowing garments, x" mare be the f 
girdle of his loins, th 

and fit men for buſineſs or and faithfulneſs the 
Journeys : as they are alſo girdle of his reins, 5 
invigorating and ornamental; 0! 
ſuch activity and beauty ſhall af 
this perſonage derive from the - 
moral virtues of his moſt up- ot 
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ones ſhall lie down 
together, and the lion 
ſhall eat ſtraw like 
the ox. 

8. And the ſuck- 
ing child ſhall play 
on the hole of the 
aſp, and the weaned 
child ſhall put his 
hand on the cocka- 
trice den. 


9. They ſhall not 
hurt or deftroy in all 


my holy mountain, 


for the earth ſhall be 
Sy full 
Yeu I. 


Book of Isatan, 


gentle and harmleſs; ſo thatSzcT.15- 


lambs and kids, calves and 
fatlings, might with perfect 
ſafety, inhabit the places 
where they frequented: and 


153 


1 
Iſa. xi. 28. 


were become ſo tractable, that 


it was eaſy for any one to lead, 
and to govern them. Their 
young ones, which uſually 


make them moſt ravenous, 


not hindering, but cows and 
bears grazed, and their ſuck- 
lings lay down together; and 
the lion, ceaſing from brutal 
prey, ſhall be ſatisfied with 
the ſame provender that the 
ox eats; the weakeſt infants 
ſhall moreover recreate them- 
ſelves with poiſonous aſps ; 
and little children without 


danger thruſt their hands, as 


into a bird's neſt, to feel what 


may gratify their curioſity in 
the cockatrice's den : ſuch a 


| moſt acceptable and amazing 


alteration ſhall prevail among' 


mankind, that however mild 
and gentle, open, inoffenſive, 
and defenceleſs they are, they 
{hall be perfectly ſecure from 
any inſidious arts, violences, 
or injuries that are practiſed 
in the world, 


As to the city Jeruſalem, ono 


a mountain whereof God's 
holy temple ſtands, the inha- 
= bitants 
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1 A PARAPHRASE on the 


StcT.15. bitants ſhall not offend and an- full of the knowledge 
| | of the LoRD as the 


I, noy, diſtreſs and ruin one ano- he fg, 

ther : ſufficient to produce all 

this, the knowledge of true 
religion with all its genuine 
effects ſhall diſtinguiſh this 
happy period, and abound, 
as the largeit collections of 
waters do that cover the wide 
extended channels of the vaſt 


ocean. | : | 
A branch alſo from the 1. And in that di; 
there ſhall be a root 


root of Jeſſe, or family of Da- of jeſſe, which ſhall 
vid, ſhall ſpring at that time, ſtand for an enfgn 


that ſhall be rich and flouriſn- of the people, to it 
ſhall the Gentiles ſet 


ing, moſt ſurpriſing in its fee, and bis res 

growth, and extraordinary in ſhall be glorious. 5 
the fame of its virtues; which of 
as an enſign lifted up in their tog 
Fght, ſhall raiſe an uncom- | ed 
mon curioſity in the neigh- a. 
bouring nations: heathens 5 
ſhall in great numbers haſten 
to Jerilſalem to make enquiry 
on this important head, and 
the place that produced it 
be magnificent from the con- 
courſe of people that come to 
viſit it from all quarters. 11. And it ſhall 


And as to the Tews them- come to paſs in that 
ſelves, whatever remains there day, that the Lo Rb 
ſhall ſet his hand a- 


are of them in foreign coun- is e eee 
tries, as if invited home by a to recover the rem- 


voice from heaven, they ſhall nant of his people 
whichſhallbeleftfrom 


be recovered from the various | 
laces of their diſperſion, and Aſſyria, and from E- 
25 P . K gypt, and from Path- 
diſtinguiſhed | 105 


— —. bends, hls Ae IG 


I - 
of 6 
part ; 
ſaries 
be cus 
ſhall | 
and 
vex E 


10 


e 


it and from Elam, and 

a, from Shinar, and 
from Hemath, and 
from the iſlands of the 
ſea, 

ay 

ot 

all 

gn | 

it 12. And he ſhall 

les ſet up an enſign for 

elt the nations and ſhall 
aſſemble the outcaſts 
of Iſrael, and gather 
together the diſperſ- 
ed of Judah from the 
four corners of the 
earth, | 

hall 

that 13, The envy alſo 

RD of Ephraim ſhall de- 

| 2. part; and the adver- 


faries of Judah ſhall 
be cut off: Ephraim 
ſhall not envy Judah, 
and Judah ill not 
vex Ephraim. 


ros, and from Cuſh, 


Book of IS A IAH. 


diſtinguiſhed with favours, Sgr. 15 
— 
nil 


With joy and glory ſhall they 
return from Afyria, from 
whence they were once in- 
vaded ;. from Egypt and from 
Pathros or Thebais, one of its 


provinces ; from Cuſb, that is, 


Ethiopia or Arabia; from E- 
lam or Perſia; from Shina, a 
region of Chaldea; from Ha- 
math or Libanus and Damaſ- 
cus, and from Cyprus, Crete, 
and other iſlands in the Medi- 


terranean Sea. 
And as ſetting up a beacon 12 


on an eminence, in ſome pub- 
lic emergency, to be ſeen all 


around, and aſſemble the peo- 
ple from all parts; the Lord 


will give a ſignal to the na- 
tions where theſe emigrants 


have received ſhelter, for the 


Iſraelites to meet together and 
be in readineſs; and the ſcat- 


tered of Judah that they may 


be combined with them; and 
return from all quarters to 


which they have been diſ- 


+4 


perſed to their native country. 


Which will be for all their 13 


greateſt good, by their com- 
mon ſufferings they ſhall be 
moſt firmly united, and their 
diſſentions and animoſities en- 


tirely ceaſe; the ten tribes, 
their implacable enemies ſince 
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Scr. 15. 
. 
Iſa. xi. 13. 


A PARAPHRASE en the 


the diviſion of the monarchy, 
ſhall be perfectly reconciled ; 
and the foreign enemies ſhall 
be totally deſtroyed ; Ephraim 


ſhall not envy Judah any of 


their national advantages and 
privileges; and Judab ſhall 
not harraſs and diſtreſs E- 


phraim with wars and ren- 


counters. | 


14 With this entire coalition, 


and prevailing harmony, they 
ſhall join their forces to at- 
tack, and ſhall ſubdue their 
common enemies the Philif- 
tines; their conqueſts ſhall be 
rapid 1n the weſtern parts, and 
their plunder large in the 
eaſtern provinces ; they ſhall 
ſeize od poſſeſs as their right- 
ful property the territories of 
the Edomites and Moabites, and 
ſubject as tributaries the land 
enjoyed by the deſcendants of 


Ammon. 


15 The Red Sea likewiſe, which 


after extending itſelf from the 
ocean into the land between 
Arabia and Egypt gradually 
decreaſes till it ends in the 


form of a tongue, ſhall the 


Lord, not as in ancient times 
divide, but perfectly exhauſt 
to give his people a free paſ- 
ſage home ward; and with the 
menacing hand of a mighty 

wind, 


14. But they ſhall 
fly upon the ſhoulders 


of the Philiſtines to- 


ward the weſt, they 
ſhall ſpoil them of 


the eaſt together: 
they ſhall lay their 
hand upon Edom, 
and Moab, and the 


children of Ammon 
ſnall obey them, 


1 5. And the Lord 


hall utterly deſtroy 


the tongue of the E- 
gyptian ſea, and with 
his mighty wind ſhall 
he ſhake his hand 
over the river, and 
ſhall ſmite it in the 
ſeven ſtreams, and 
make men go over 
dry ſhod. 


\ 
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wind, ſhall drain all the wa- SECA. 26 
ter of the ſeven- ſtream d 


Nile, ſo that it may be eaſily . * 
forded. R's | | 
16. And thereſhall Every thing that would in- 

ye bene, l for rercept ſhall be removed, and 

people, which ſhall high ways caſt up for their 

be left from Aſſyria, expeditious and ſafe return: 

like 3 8 as it was performed for their 

a e , T = the fore-fathers in their wondrous 
Land of Egypt, travels through an unfre- 

quented wilderneſs, from the 
land of Egypt to Canaan, ſhall 
in all due meaſure be 'done 
for them; the ſeas and rivers 
were divided ; a pillar of a 
cloud marked out their way 
by day, and a pillar of fire 
gave them light by night. 
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Sp OT. 16. 


I. I. T xii. I. 


2 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


CHAP. XIL 


SECT. XVI. 


A ſong of thankſeiving to be uſed to 9 the 


wonderful deliverance promiſed in the foregoing - 


chapter: penned in the like ſtrains with that of 
Moſes for the Jjrealites after they had paſſed the 


Red Sea, 


= 90 Xl bs £... - 

80% that joyful and truly 

glorious occaſion of your 
leading captivity captive, and 
happy reſtoration to your na- 
tive country, you ſhall with 
united thankful hearts and 
voices ſay or ſing, Moit high 
God, Maker of all things, 
and our moft gracious Deli- 
verer, ſuffer our acknow- 
ledg 
of the ſincereſt gratitude : 
being moſt juſtly offended, 
haſt now properly chaſtiſed 
us for our tranſgreſſions ; but 
thine anger is now diverted 


into a different channel ; our 


enemies are corrected, Pr we 


are comforted with all deſir- 


able evidence ci thy reconcil- 


ed countenance. 


Whatever the inſtruments 


have been, we are in no man- 


ner of doubt, but thy ſove- 


reign direction hath guided 
them; 


— —. —— 


gements to wait upon thee 


ii. I: 


ND in that day 
A thou ſhalt ſay, 


O LokDp, I will 


praiſe thee: though 


thou waſt angry with 
me, thine anger is 
turned away and thou 
comfortedſt me. 


2. Behold, God is 


my ſalvation: I will 
trut, and not be 
afraid ; for theLoRD 
Jezxo Van is m 

ſtrength 
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ſieength and my ſong, them; and whatever we at SR or. r6- 


be alſo is become my preſent enjoy do freely aſcribe 
ak e it to thee as its author, and 
to thy great goodneſs; for 


OH 


Iſa. xii. 2. 


the future we will abſolutely 


confide in thee, and never be 


overcome by any fears of e- 


vil from fallible and frail mor- 
tals; ſince the Eternal Deity 
engages to ſupport us, we 


ſhall have conſtant occaſion 


to celebrate his praiſes; in 
peculiar emergencies he like- 


wiſe vouchſafes to be our pre- 


ſerver and defender, on whoſe 


» 


ſuccour we may always ſafely 


depend. 


3. 8 Therfore with Our hearts therefore are3 


joy ſhall ye draw filled with gratitude, joy, and 


ater out of the well | 
bf fatvation, - glory, that as plenty of wa- 


ter may, as there ſhall be oc- 


caſion, be drawn from per- 
petual ſprings, we may derive 


trom the fountain of all being 
and bleſſedneſs, the greateſt 


abundance of all manner of 
favours and mercies. 


An alluſion to the laſt or great day of the feaſt of taber- 


nacles: when according to the inſtitution of Haggai, Za- 
ehary and other prophetic men, the Fews with a peculiar 
ſolemnity and extreme joy, brought great quantities of 


water from Shiloa to the temple, and delivered it to the 
. prieſts, who poured it upon the altar together with the wine; 


when all the people ſang out of this prophet : with joy ſhall 


At 


ye draw water out of the wells of Salvation. To which the 


_ great inſtructor, the Lord Chriſt alludes. 8 Fohn, vii. 37 


and 38, 


160 A PARAPHRASE on the 
 Secrt.ib. At that memorable day of 4. and in that da 
Ill.. univerſal feſtivity, do you ſay, 3 1 Fe aye ” A 
or ſing, O inhabitants of Je- bis name, declare his 
ruſalem, once more in the doings among the 
ſtrongeſt expreſſions of an un- people, _ menti- 
feigned gratitude, acknow- _— . 
ledge your God and deliverer; 

invoke his ſacred name in the 

humbleſt ſupplications, to be 

your perpetual guardian; pro- 

claim his wondrous works in 

heathen lands, that they may 

alſo know and own what a 

peerleſs being he is, and re- 

collect his diſtinguiſhing fa- 

vours to you, that he may be 

exalted above all pagan divi- 

nities, to the nobleſt ſublimity 

and unrivalled Majeſty. | 3 
5 In tranſports of pleaſure, bd 55 e ee 
; ſing-hymns of praiſe to the done excellent 
| 5 | ſupreme and Almighty Jzno- things: this ic known 
| Tan;: his works moſt conſpi- in all the carth. 
cuouſly diſplay his boundleſs 

| magnificence and excellence 

of goodneſs, the remoteſt re- 
gions, and obſcureſt parts of 
| this habitable world are ac- 
Vn quainted with them; and can 
3 bear the teſtimony to our 
i _ aſtoniſhing deliverances, and 
| arouſing calls to admire and 
(| | adore their moſt beneficent au. 
4 + thor. . 
| 1 25 _Raiſe your voices to the Wc bo out re 
higheſt pitch, oh ye once more unt f Zion: for v. 
reſtored great 
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reat is the holy One reſtored inhabitants of mount SE Or. 16. 
of Iſrael in the midſt Zion; with the utmoſt ardour = 
of thee. "Hs 5 | Iſa. xii, 6. 

of joy and gratitude exert them 

to celebrate God's praiſes: this 

is peculiarly your duty, and 

ought to be your higheſt plea- 

ſure, to declare his ſupreme 

greatneſs and boundleſs good- 

neſs, who is holy and inhabiteth 

eternity, in matters that infinite- 


ly concern you and all man- 
kind. 


CHAP. N. „ XML 


- — — — — — — 2 
a ——_ — 7 
* * — "= S 
SEL IN 3 N 
——— 1 


Digreſſion from Jewiſh affairs to prophecies concerning 
foreign nations, with the judgments that ſhould befal 
them. Babylonians begun with, and their deſtruc- 
tion repreſented, who had carried ſuch numbers cap- 
tives and grievouſiy oppreſſed them, _ 
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: ISA. xii. 1. | Is A. Xili. 1. | 
: HE bins: d THE children of T/-ael were YE ©7-17- 
| of Babylon, 2 ; Ln 
which Ifaiah the ſon God's peculiar people, yer Ifa.xiii.1. 
of Amos did ſee, all other nations were under the 
| government of his providence, 
and one or other of them made 
inſtruments to favour or puniſh 
them as they conducted them- 
ſelves; particularly the Chal- 
deans, reſpecting whom there- 
fore the propher T/azah had dic- 
tated to him a viſion or divine 
communication of intelligence, 
relative to the evils and calami- 
ties that were impending over 
"Ws he 1 3 them, 


+ * F: "Aa. | 
ow 3 


162 A ParRaPHRASE on the 


SzCT.17. them, whoſe principal city and 
by e reſidence of their rulers was Ba- 
X111,2 a 
bylon. | 
As much as if he had ſaid, 2. Lift ye up a 
Long has this populous and . 
flouriſhing town been the pride voice unto = any 
of its inhabitants, and the envy ſhake the hand, that 
of all around them; yet am 1 they may go into the 
authoriſed by the Almighty to tes of the nobles, 
declare its heavy doom as fol- | 
lows; O you enemies of this 
truly magnificent and ſplendid 
place, do you levy forces for an 
expedition to raze it, With an 
exalted voice proclaim, and 
with a beckoning hand invite, 
thoſe who are willing to enliſt 


. Fg 72 PII © 
9 — * 7 — * 5 - — _— — — 


| and wage war againſt a an opulent 

| people, "who live at eaſe, and in 

houſes ſit for nobles or princes, : 

| whence you may promiſe your- t 

[ ſelves an immenſe booty. * 

ö 3 The ſignal ſhall be inftantly 3. I have com- | 
| obeyed, for ſaith the univerſal 5 0 5 
| | , "E 4HO 
i Lord, I have appointed thoſe called my mighty 
1 who are devoted to ny fear and ones for mine anger, 
1 ſervice, to haſten to this dread- en them that re- 
I ful enterprize; IJ have engaged 11e in ee 

thoſe of the moſt diſtinguiſhed | a 

military talents and abilities, to 55 

perform what in mine indigna- | M 

TO. 


tion I have determined on, and 

who will glory in ſhewing the 

utmoſt ardour to fight my bat- 

tles. 8 
4 "Do 517 pen impulle, and multitude in the 


ſo certain the event, that my al- tie 
toni ſhed a 


: : - — — = 
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a great people: a toniſhed eyes ſeem now to be- SEO. 15. 


tumultuous noiſe of | he — 
the kingdoms of na- hold the ſudden effect of the Iſa. xiii.4. 


tions gathered toge- 
ther: the LoRD of 
hoſts muſtereth the 
hoſt of the battle. 


6. They come from 
a far country, from 
the end of heaven, 
even the Lo RD and 
the weapons of his 


| indignation, to deſ- 


troy the whole land. 


6. Howl ye, for 
the day of the Lord 
is at hand: it ſhall 
come as a deſtruction 
from the Almighty. 


divine mandate, and the ready 


_ obedience. of crouding troops, 
mine ears alſo to hear their tu- 
multuous noiſe ; aſſembled from 


ſeveral kingdoms round the ſtan- 


dard of the Lord, to give ſig- 


nal proofs of their courage and 
conduct : the God of armies 
himſelf condeſcends to be, as 
it were, their general, and by 
means of the moſt experienced 
brave commanders to marſhal 
them for fighting his battles 
with victory and triumph. 


Their rapid march is from a5 


very remote country, as might 
ſeem, from the utmoſt bounds 
of the vaſt canopy of heaven; 
and whatever quarter the Lord 
of the whole creation ſhall di- 
rect: their arms alſo are in per- 
fect readineſs to execute his 
pleaſure, and not ſpare a ſingle 
province of this wide extended 


. empire,” 7! | 
Such ſcenes being approach-® 


ing and inevitable, O ye Baby- 


lonians, lament with the utmoſt 


bitterneſs of inconſolable grief, 


theſe moſt diſmal ſcenes ; they 
are what the tremendous Ma- 
jeſty of earth and heaven hath 
appointed, therefore, however 
orievous and intolerable they 


are, what cannot be avoided :- 
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164 A PARAPHRASE on the 
Ser. 1). the abſolute ruin very evidently 
17,5757 Proceeds from the molt juſt and 
© terrible indignation of the Al- 
mighty, in conſequence mult 
neceſſarily be ſubmitted to. | 
7 All human power, in this 7. Therefore fall 
caſe, will prove to be only weak- all bands be faint, 
i and every mans 
neſs ; all human policy unavail- heart ſhall melt. 
ing, and the utmoſt hardineſs | | 
of the ſtouteſt heart be forced 
to yield : when the competition 
is with Omnipotence, the moſt 
intrepid mind muſt melt as wax. 
before the ſun; the ſtrongeſt 
hand become unnerved and 
feeble, the moſt ſtubborn knees 
bend like the bruiſed reed. 
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ſhall look pale and wan, like 


the flame of fire; or duſkiſh, 


ſwarthy, 


. - ( 
38 They cannot be otherwiſe , 8, And they ſhall 
| 2 be afraid: pangs and 

[7 than weak and defenceleſs, ſud- ati 1 

y ; 5 ſorrows ſhall take F 

4 den panicks of an extreme fear hold of them, they 

y ſhall ſurprize them, inexpreſ- ſhall be in pain as 1 9 

{1 ſible tortures of inward anguiſh Woman that travet- n 

; . 3 eth, they ſhall be 1 

i ſhall ſeize, bind, and contract amazed one at ano- 

| their hearts; ſo as to ſhut up ther, their faces /hall 

1 all avenues, and utterly diſable be as flames. 
them from thinking of any re- | 

| ſources ; like women under the 

4 ſtrongeſt pains of a moſt difi- 

" cult labour, they ſhall cry out : 
in the bitterneſs of their ſouls ; 5 
as thunderſtruck they ſhall gaze wi 
upon one another in ſolemn fi- qu 
lence, not knowing what to ſay = 

of 
or do; as if no blood remained a 
in their whole body their faces hat 


tert 


9. Behold, the day 
of the Lord cometh, 
cruel both with 0 
and fierce anger, to 
lay the land deſolate; 
ny he ſhall deſtroy 
the finners thereof 
out of it. 


10. For the ſtars 
of heaven, and the 
conſtellations thereof 
| ſhall not give their 
light: the ſun ſhall 
be darkened in his 
going forth, and the 
moon ſhall not cauſe 
her light to ſhine, 


11. And I will 
puniſh the world for 
their evil, and the 
wicked for their ini- 
qalty 3 and I will 
cauſe the arrogancy 
of the proud toceaſe ; 
and will lay low the 
haughtineſs of the 
terrible, 
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ſwarthy, and full of horror, likeSzer.17. 
thoſe who work at the forge: On. 

As if you had already ſeen it, 
the lowering fatal day will cer- 
tainly dawn, big with the hea- 
vieſt judgments and calamities, 
from the hands of the moſt un- 
merciful of mankind; to execute 
the high diſpleaſure of offend- 
ed Omnipotence; to vindicate 
divine juſtice by emptying the 
land of Chaldea of its ancient 
inhabitants; and compleatly 
ridding it of ungodly ſinners by 
their total deſtruction. 

Not fuller of diforder and 10 
confuſion, nor more deſtitute 
of light and conſolation could 
they be, had the luminaries on 
high withdrawn their cheering 
influences, or hid themſelves in 
impenetrable clouds of the ob- 
ſcureſt darkneſs ; their civil go- 
vernment ſhall be totally ſub- 
verted, and not the leaſt ſha- 
dow of proſperity and happi- 
neſs remain. | 

Tis impoſſible to eſcape or 11 
withſtand, all created power 
muſt become weakneſs, for, 
ſaith the Almighty and Eternal 
Being, it is my reſolution to pu- 
niſh the greateſt part of the 
known world, who have been 
ſubject to the Babylmiſh empire, 
for their enormous crimes ; the 
diſturbance they have given 

| mankind, 
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E 


If. x111, 


A PARAPHRASE on the 
Sg or. 1). mankind, and the cruel oppreſ- 


ſions they have exerciſed ; the 
proud ſhall have no ground of 
ſtrength for ſupporting their ar- 
rogance; nor tyrants any extent 
of poſſeſſion or juriſdiction to 
give them pretext for trampling 
on thoſe beneath them, and be- 
ing terrors to their fellow crea- 
tures, or aſpiring aſter uni ver- 
{al rule. 

In its greateſt danger, this 
famed city ſhall be almoſt uni- 
verſally deſerted ; and of thoſe 
who ſhall remain, the ravaging 
foldiery ſhall ſpare neither age, 
{ex, nor condition ; not the hte 
of an individual ſhall be to be 
purchaſed for the largeſt quan- 
tity of gold, not one man's for 
ſolid wedges of the pureſt gold. 

Their diſtreſſes ſhall appear 
in all reſpects heightened for 
their pride and inhumanity; 
and their victorious enemies, 
with horror for theſe abomina- 
tions riot in their blood and 
ſlaughter; to that degree, as if 
the Almighty, in his extreme 
diſpleaſure, ſhook the vault of 
heaven with re-echoing peals of 
the loudeſt thunder, and | in his 
fury and indignation removed 
the carth out of its uſual place, 
rocked it to his center with the 
molt violent commotions or agi- 
tations, 

As 


12. I will make 2 


man more precious 


than fine gold; even 
a man than the gold- 
en wedge of Ophir. 


13. Therefore [ 
will ſhake the hea- 
vens; and the earth 
ſhall remove out of 
her place in the wrath 
of the Lord of hoſts, 
and in the day of his 
fierce anger. 


14. h And it ſhall 
be as 4 chaſed roe. 
and as a ſheep that no 
man taketh up : they 
ſhall every man turn 
to his own people, 
and flee every one 
into his own land. 

15. Every one that 
is found ſhall be 
thruſt through: and 
every one that 7s 
joined unto them ſhall 
tall by the ſword, 


16. Their children 
alſo ſhall be daſhed 
to pieces before their 
eyes, their *' houſes 
ſhall be fpoiled, and 
their wives raviſhed. 
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As to the Babylonian army SECT.17- 
that ſhould defend the city, and > 

7 Yi xili.14 

eſpecially the auxiliary forces & 15. 
that in this emergency ſhould 
afford them ſuccour, they ſhall 
retreat from the enemy with the 
utmoſt precipitation; like a ti- 
morous deer that is purſued by 
a huntſman or wild beaſt; as a 
loft ſheep that wanders up and 
down without finding a place 
of ſafety; ſo ſhall they 1peed 
their flight in devious courſes 
toward their native county ; no 
one ſhall conceal or ſhelter 
them: for in this general 
ſlaughter, it will be hardly poſ- 
ſible for natives or foreigners 
tound ſeparate, or connected in 
bodies for their mutual defence, 
to eſcape the edge of the ford. 

As utterly abandoned by all 16 
principles of decency and com- 
mon humanity, theſe plundering 
ſavages ſhall retaliate upon the 
Chaldeans the cruelties they for- 
merly practiſed on the conquer- 
ed Iſraelites; ſhocking parents, 
by daſhing their children to 
pieces againſt the walls in their 
preſence ; ſpoiling their houſes 
of their domeſtic furniture, and 


_ gratifying their lawleſs luſts up- 


on the defenceleſs bodies of their 
affectionate wives, 


Y 4 I Will 


h See Pſalms cxxxvii. 2 Chiron. xxxvi. 17, 
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168 1 PARAPHRASE on 
ner. 17. 


I bean deſpicable as they at preſent are, 
xiii. 17: . 
in confederacy with the Perſans, 


I will excite the Medes, as 


the 


up the Medes againſt 
them, which ſhall 


not regard ſilver, and 


17 Behold, Iwillftir 


to wage war againſt the proud 
Babylonians, and give them pow- 
er to take their mighty city; as 
eager as they ſnall be after 
booty, no ſilver ſhall buy or 
bribe them into compaſſion to 
ſpare the lives of their enemies; 
as an inducement to do that, 
they would expreſs an abſolute 
contempt of the richeſt gold. 
Circumſtances with which all 
civilized nations are affected, 
and the feelings of even a ge- 
nerous foe awakened, will avail 
nothing to reſtrain the blood- 
thirſty rage of theſe unrelenting 
barbarians; blooming youth 
cannot ſtay their hand, nor will 
they be contented to ſhoot or 
Nay, but they will daſh out 
their brains, or beat their bo- 
dies to pieces with their bows ; 


the moving ſight of tender in- 


wv 


fants will not ſtop their ſavage. 
carreer, nor the piteous Cries of 


young children to their dear 
mothers to ſave them, damp 
their cruel progreſs. 

19 As to its ſtate and monarchy 
Babylon ſhall be tota'ly ſubvert- 


ed 3 


as for gold they ſhall 
not delight in it. 


18. Their bows 
alſo ſhall daſh the 
oung men to pieces, 
and they ſhall have 
no pity on the fruit 
of the womb, their 
eye ſhall not ſpare 


children. 


19. And i Babylon 
the glory of King- 
doms, the beauty of 

the 


i In the taking of Babylen ended the Babyloniſh empire, after 
it had continued [rom the beginning of the reign of Nabonaſſar, 


[ w ho 
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lency, ſhall be as 
Tei God , avef- | 
boats 8 I Os its luſtre and beauty quite fad- 


Gomorrah. ed; with all its ſuperior advan- 

| tages as to wealth and power, 
grandeur, and magnificence, 
plenty and pleaſure, as utterly 
deſtroyed as ever were the fam- 
ed cities of Sodom and Gomor- 
rab. 


20. It ſhall never That celebrated noble place 20 


be 5 ene remarkable for its multitudes of 

ball ir be dwelt in people, ſhall be in a great mea- 

from generation to Ed : "ONE" 
generation, ure uninhabited ; after this de- 


ſolating 


[who firſt founded it, 300 years.] And here ended the power 
and pride of this great city, juſt 50 years after it had deſtroyed 
the city and temple of Jeruſalem. And here were in a great 
meaſure accompliſhed the many prophecies, which were deli- 
vered againſt it, by Iſaiah, Jeremiah, Habakkuk and Daniel. 
And here it is to be obſerved, that in reference to the preſent 


beſieging and taking of the place, it was particularly foretold by 


them, that it ſhould be ſhut up and beſieged by the Medet, 
Elamites and Armenians, that the river ſhould be dried up; that the 
city ſhould be taken in the time of a feaſt, while her princes, 
and wiſemen, her captains and her rulers and her mighty men 
were drunken; and that they ſhould be thereon made to fleep a 
perpetual ſleep, from which they ſhould not awake; and fo ac- 
cordingly all this came to paſs, Bel/hazzar, and all his thou- 
ſand princes, who were drunk with him at their feaſt, having 
been all ſlain by Cyrus's ſoldiers, when they took the palace. 
And fo alſo was it particularly foretold by the prophet Tſarah, 
[xiv.] that God would make the country of Babylon a poſſeſſion 
for the bittern and pools of water [Verſe 23] which was accordingly 
fulfilled by the overflowing and drowning of it on the breakin 
Gown of the great dam in order to take the city. Alſo that G 
would cut off the ſen and grandſon, as it ought to be rendered, 
not {on and nephew, of their great king Nebuchadnezzar, and ac- 
cordingly, evil Merodach the ſon, and Belſhazzar the grand-ſon 
were both cut off by a violent death in the flower of their age. 
Prid. Conn. v I. p. 124. Cyrop. I. 7. Arr. de Exped. Alex. 
J. 7. Iſai. xxi. 2. Fer. Ii. 27, 28, &c. Dan. v. 30, 31 


the Chalder's excel- ed; its dignity and pre-emi- SE or. 17. 
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nence over kingdoms ſunk ; and Coy 
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Sk CT. 17. 


— — 


If. xiii. 20 


A PARA PHRAS E on the 


ſolating providence, for a ſuc- 
ceſſion of ages it ſhall be uni- 
verſally abandoned; and withal 
be ſo barren and unfruitful in 
its ruins, that where kings and 
princes lately dwelt, there ſhall 


not be ſufficient herbage to en- 


generation: neither 


ſhall the Arabian pitch 
tent there, neither 
ſhall the ſhepherds 
make their fold there, 


courage the wandering Arabian 
to pitch his tent, with a view to 


feed his cattle; nor poor ſhep- 
herds to make their fold and a- 
bode there, to graze their flocks. 


21&22 The deſolation ſhall be a moſt 


entire one; frequented as other 
ſolitary places by wild creatures, 
and their houſes infeſted with 


frightſul animals that ſtrain their 


throats in the moſt diſmal howl- 
ings; owls that make a terrible 
ſhrieking for their dams and 
their food, ſhall have neſts there; 
in thoſe waltes alſo, ſhaggy goats, 
monkies, or ſavages of men ſhall 
ſkip and Jeap about; in their 
ſplendid feats, now a deſert, ſhall 
lions and wolves, leopards and 
tygers open their jaws in the 
moſt hideous roarings; and ſer- 
pents fil] their palaces and ap- 
partments tor pleaſure, with the 

| molt 


22. But k wild beaſts 
of the deſert ſhall 
lie there, and their 
houſes ſhall be full of 
doleful creatures, and 
owls ſhall dwell there 
and ſatyrs ſhall dance 
there, 

21. And the wild 
beafis of the iſlands 
ſhall cry in their de- 
ſolate houſes, and 
dragons in therr plea- 
fant places; and 
her time is near to 
come, and her days 
ſhall not be prolong- 
ed. 


k Mild. beaſts, Bochart renders the original feles agreſtes vel 
fyloeftres. i. c. wild cat, and it ſignifies doleful creatures, the 


ies or jackals, well known in the eaſt. 


Vitringa ſuppoſes the 
Jaunos ficarios rather to be meant, they cry to and anſwer one 
another with mutual roarings and ejulations. 


"Tis however ob- 


ſervable, that the prophet Iſaiah foretold theſe things near 


two hundred years before they happened, 
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molt horrid hiſſings. As to the SE. 19. 
event in all its circumſtances, Elli. 22 

| e 
and moſt punctual accompliſh- 
ment of this prophecy, though 
at ſome diſtance, it may be fully 
depended on; and the motion of 
days and years, is moſt rapid and 
inceſſant, to bring on the affect- 
ing ſcenes that Babylon ſhall be 
taken, and an end put to its 
ſplendour and proſperity. 


* * - — 
rr & 


CHAP, XIV. 8 ECT. XVII. 


Neſtoration promiſed to the Jews. Further ſtriking 
repreſentation of the downfal of Babylon. The ſub- 
verſion of the Chaldean empire, and moſt. morti- 


: 
(75 
\, 


Hing diſtreſſes of its haughly monarch. | a 
ISA. Ki. 1. | Isa. xiv. 1. A 
| WY wy 0 ” 8 GRAND revolution of Sgr. 18. 200 
N on Jacob, and will Babylon, or total ſubver- NT 4 
yet chooſe Ifrael, ſion of its civil policy, as fore- e 1 
and ſet them in their told, ſhall undoubtedly happen; 8 
f own End: and ie but ſhall be ſo far from any way 
gers ſhall be 35 a 
joined with them, Prejudicing the children of 1/aet, 
and they ſhall cleave that it ſhall iſſue in their ſignal 
tothe houſe of Jacob. advantage, and be preparatory 
to their deliverance from a ſeven- 
ty year's captivity. The Lord, 
their molt gracious and merciful 
el God, after a proper chaſtiſement, 
he ſhall expreſs a peculiar regard 
he and compaſſion : ſhall again vi- 
= fit them as his ſelect people, and 
4 reſtore them to their native 


country : 


172 
Sgr. 18. 


— — 
Iſa. xiv. I. 


2 


A PARAPHR AS E on the 


country: numbers of heathens, 
amongſt whom they have lived, 
and afforded the nobleſt evidence 
of the excellence of their religion, 
by leading peaceable and ſober 
lives in all godlineſs and honeſty, 
ſhall become proſelytes, and ſhall 
accompany them in their return 
from Babylon to Jeruſalem. 
Theſe humble and unfeigned 


converts ſhall, moreover, ex- 


3 


preſs, in their travels homeward, 
the utmoſt readineſs to afford 
them all neceſſary aſſiſtance, by 
bearing their burdens over diffi- 
cult paſfages. The triumphs of 
virtue and true religion ſhall be 
manifeſt; in their alacrity of 
diſpoſition, all in their power to 
ſerve their benefactors, and if 
expedient, 'to hazard their hves 
for them ; the people they have 
been ſlaves to, they ſhall reduce 
to a ſtate of ſervitude, and in 
their turn govern them, who 
with tyrannical rigour have lord- 
ed it over them. 

At that long wiſhed for, and 
moſt deſirable ſeaſon, when, O 


my dear countrymen, ſuch a 


variety of events ſhall concur in 
your advantage, and a moſt in- 
dulgent providence hath relieved 
you from your mighty griefs, your 
anxious fears, and toilſome bon- 
dage, impoſed by the moſt fa- 
vage of tyrants, you ſhall ſing 

your 


2. And the people 
ſhall take them, and 
bring them to their 

lace: and the houſe 
of Ifracl ſball poſſeſs 
them in the land of the 
LoRD, for ſervants 
and hand-maids : and 
they ſhall take them 
captives, whoſe cap- 
tives they were, and 
they ſhall rule over 
their oppreſlors, 


3. And it ſhall 
come to paſs in the 
day that the LoRD 
ſhall give thce reſt 


from thy ſorrow and 


from thy fear, and 
from the hard bon- 
dage wherein thou 
waſt made to ſerve. 

4. That thou ſhalt 
take up this proverb 
againſt the king of 
Babylon, and fay, 

| | How 


How hath the oppreſ- 
ſor ceaſed? the gold- 
en city ceaſed ? | 


5. The Lo Ro hath 
broken the ſtaff of 
the wicked, and the 
ſcepter of the rulers. 


6. He who ſmote 
the people in wrath 
with a continual 
ſtroke, he that ruled 
the nations in anger, 
is perſecuted, and 
none hindereth. 
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your reſpective parts of this tri-SR Cr. 18. 


umphant ſong over your van- 
quiſhed enemy, the king of Ba- 
Zylon; ſaying or ſinging. What a 


ſudden and entire ceſſation is gi- 


ven to the enterprizing and am- 
bitious proceedings of this enor- 
mous exactor on the common 
rights of human nature; what 


— 
Iſa. x iv. 4. 


an entire ſtop and full end to 


that moſt opulent city, where 
the golden ſcepter of majeſty 
was not approached without 


trembling horrors. 


Let not the world be ſurpriſed 5 


at theſe tragical ſcenes, but know 
for their admonition to the laſt 
periods of time, that a moſt righ- 
reous God reigneth ; and hath 
diveſted the wicked of that 
power which they had long 
abuſed and perverted, ſtruck 
out of the hands of tyrannical 
governors, that ſcepter which 
they wielded to the vileſt purpo- 
ſes, and hath avenged his pecu- 
liar people. 


More particularly, that mon- © 


ſter of effeminancy and cruelty, 
who no way favoured juſtice, but 
exhibited perpetual inſtances of 
an implacable fury and madneſs: 
he whoſe pride and wrathful paſ- 
ſions ſtained all his actions to his 
ſubjects and to neighbouring 
nations, his provinces; in the 
midſt of a moſt enormous uſe of 


his 


174 ALPARAPHRAS E on the 


Skor. 18. his overgrown empire, meets 
Wo Men with an inevitable and irretriev- 
able fate; he cannot any longer 
defend himſelf, and none is able 
or willing to protect and defend 
him. | | 
7 The influences of this ſingle 
event, are molt acceptable and 
extenſive; from the ſubverſion 
of this almoſt univerſal monar- 
chy, the whole earth aſſumes a 
new aſpect of inexpreſſible plea- 
ſure; its inhabitants from the 
tranſporting proſpects they enjoy 
of tranquility, peace and ſafety, 
raiſe their loudeſt voices in ſongs 
of praiſe and thankſgiving. 
Were they ſenſible, the ſtately 
fir-trees would perceive with 
new-felt joy this deſirable cir- 
cumſtance, and aſpiring cedars 
of mount Lebanon wave their 
ſpreading branches in token of 
oladneſs ; thus expreſſing them- 
ſelves, From the happy period, 
proud Babylonian, that thou art 
laid down to reſt, we are de- 
lighted, tranſported, that there 


Mall be no havock and deſtruc- 


tion amongſt us, ſuch as thou 
haſt made for the paſſage of thy 
armies, erecting thy forts, or 
building rhy navies, but we can 
grow and flouriſh to the full ex- 

tent of our natural duration. 
Thy downfall will give plea- 
ſure to the living, alſo to the in- 
animate, 


7. The whole earth 
is at reſt and is quiet, 
they break forth into 
ſing ing. 


8. Vea the fir-trees 
rejoice at thee, and 
the cedars of Lebanon, 
ſaying, Since thou 
art laid down, no 
feller is come up a- 
gainſt us. 


9. Hell from be- 


neath, is moved for 
thee, 


4 * — Ww „ 


* — 


9 95 to meet thee at 
thy coming: it ſtir- 
reth up the dead for 
thee, even all the 
chief ones of the 
earth: it hath raiſed 
up from their thrones 
all the _ of the 
nations. 


10. And they ſhall 
ſpeak, and ſay unto 
thee, art thou alſo 
become weak as we ? 
Art thou become like 
unto us? 


11. Thy pomp is 
brought down to the 
grave, and the noiſe 
of thy viols; the 
worm 1s ſpread un- 
der thee, and the 
worms cover thee, 
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animate,and the dead themſelves, Szcr.18. 
thoſe 1 . inhabit the lower re- OT 


gions of Hell, will appear ex- 
cited to meet thy coming, with 
horror and inſult, as unworthy for 
thy oppreſſions, to. reſide with 
them : the principal people in 
the dormitorys of the dead, ſhall 
awake to deride thee at thine en- 
trance into their dreary abodes; 
it ſhall arouſe all the ancient 
princes to throw on thee the ut- 
moſt di{dain. 

The ghaſtly tribes 3 10 
ground, ſhall open their livid 
pale lips, in terms of the utmoſt 
deriſion, as if they ſhould ſay, 
Can we believe our own amazed 
ſenſes, that thou ſhould deign 
to viſit us, in as weak and de- 
fenceleſs a condition as any of us 
poor mortals ? is it poſſible that 
thou, who has been ſo much 


feared and flattered, honoured 
and hated, ſhould prove at laſt 


to be only eur equal, born to 
die, and return, as well as we, 
to earth and duſt. 

The ſilent grave is the hum- 11 
ble end of all thy exalted great- 
neſs; the dazzling pomp of thy 
deſpotic power, the luxuries of 
thy pleaſure and the rapturous 
ſtrains of thy enchanting muſic; 
how mortifying thy change of 
ſtate, for worms inſtead of ta- 
peſtry carpets; devouring ver- 
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La. xiv. 12 


A PARA RAS E on the 
SE Or. 18. min in the room of rich cover- 


lets. 

The difference aſtoniſhes, as 
if the day- ſtar and glittering har- 
binger of the morning light, was 
to fall from its orb in the high 
heavens; or like ſome ſtately 
cedar that is hewn down and 
laid at full length on the ground; 
ſo degraded, and utterly diſabled 
art thou, who haſt abſolutely 
preſided, laid waſte provinces, 
and ſpread ruin and deſolation 


far and wide. | 
73 It is perfectly reaſonable and 


deſerved, that thou ſhouldeſt be 
thoroughly humbled, for thy 
pride hath exalted thee above the 
condition of a dependent being; 
the impious language of thy 
ſwollen heart hath been, I will 
be worſhiped as God, and con- 
tend for pre-eminence with the 


moſt high, as if my throne was 


feated above the ſtars, which 
1luminate the peculiar place of 
divine reſidence, and my orders 


iſſued without poſſibility of 


controul, I will command all 
mankind ; as if I had depoſed 
the Infinite Majeſty, I will ſub- 
due the people whom he pro- 
tects, and govern the temple 


which he defends, and where 


conſtant homage 1s paid to him. 


14 Such a towering emulation 
and boundleſs luſt of dominion, 


might 


12. How art thou 
fallen from heaven, 
O Lucifer, fon of 
the morning? how 
art thou cut down to 
the ground, which 
didſt weaken the na- 
tions? 


13. For thou haft 
ſaid in thine heart, I 
will aſcend into hea- 
ven, I will exalt my 


throne above the ſtars 


of God: I will ſit 
alſo upon the mount 
of the congregation 
in the fides of the 
north, 


14. I will aſcend 
above the height of. 
the clouds, I will be 
like the moſt high. 
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might naturally expect a moſt S or. 18. 


precipitate downfal and total 
ruin; for thou haft faid, I will 
riſe above the utmoſt elevation 
of the flying clouds, and direct 
their motions and influences; 
my will. ſhall be my law, and 
as to every thing that 1s within 
the reach of Omnipotence, I 


will reſemble the moſt high 


15. Yet thou ſhalt 
be brought down to 
hell, to the 1 fides 
of the pit. 


15, They that fee 
thee, ſhall narrowly 
ook upon thee and 
confider thee, ſay- 
ing, Is this the man 


mat made the earth 


to tremble, that did 
ſhake kingdoms? 


God. | 3 
Notwithſtanding theſe extra- 
vagancies, and ravings of a 
diſtempered brain, thou ſhalt 
be ſo far from mounting the ſu- 
perior regions, that thou ſhalt be 
degraded into the loweſt ſtate of 
mortality; inſtead of ſitting as 


ſupreme magiſtrate upon mount 


Zion in the ſides of the north, 


— ——_ 
Iſa.xiv. 14 


n 


15 


thou ſhalt be hurried down to the 


ſides and obſcureſt corner of ſome 


common pit, the only grave thou 16 


{ſhalt be thought to deſerve. 
Thoſe who were moſt inti- 
mately acquainted with thy per- 
ſon and condition, ſhall be 
greatly ſurprized at fo entire a 
change. They ſhall hardly 
know thee at firſt ſight, till by 


a cloſer attention, and examining 


| To the fades or to the bottom, interpreted, as was ſaid of the 
mous warrior Xerxes, that he was doomed to a poor employ- 
nent in the loweſt region of the infernal ſhades. The paſſage 
ever preſents a ſtriking view of a mighty monarch tumbled 
doum from the higheſt pitch of earthly dignity, to the loweſt 
ivyſs of diſgrace, his crown and ſcepter fallen to the ground, 
and himſelf, who ſhook kingdoms and made the earth to trem- 
ble, become as impotent as the meaneſt of wretched mortals. 
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SE r. 18. more accurately, they recollect 
2 ſome traces of a faint reſem- 

) blance; ſtill doubting whether 
it be the ſame, and ſaying to 
themſelves, Is this the turbulent 
and imperious mortal, that 
created in the world a kind of 


general earthquake; even the 


moſt horrid convulſions and re- 
volutions in ſtates and king- 
doms? That wherever he 
came, carried along with him 
deſolation, bloodſhed, and 
ſlaughter; razing to the ground 
populous and flouriſhing cities, 
making ſlaves of all ranks of 
people, and as a mark of his 


boundleſs inhumanity, never 
conſenting to releaſe his priſon- 
Ers, 


18 The great lords of this world, 
uſually retain ſomething in their 
obſequies of the grandeur and 
magnificence, in- which they 
have lived; and provide againſt 
the certain and unavoidable pe- 
riod, that they ſhall be obliged 
to quit their ſplendid manſions, 
ſepulchral monuments, for the 
undiſturbed repoſe of their mor- 

tal remains. | | 
19 . 20 A manſoleum may belong to 
thy family, or thou mayeſt have 
deſigned thy dead body to be 
depoſited in a pompous tomb 


not be; like ſome dead and wi- 
thered brench, or luxurious 
Hoot, 


A PARAPHRASE an the 
17. That made the 


of thy own erecting, but it ſhall- 


world as a wilder- 
neſs, and deſtroyed 
the cities thereof; 
that opened not the 
houſe of his pri- 
ſoners ? 


12, All the kings 
of the nations, even 
all of them lie in 
glory, every one in 
his own houſe. 


19. But thou art 
caſt out of thy grave 
like an abominable 
branch : and as the 
raiment of thoſe that 
are ſlain, thruſt thro 


with a ſword, that 


go down to the ſtones 
of the pit, as a car- 
ae . 


caſe trodden under 
feet. 

20. Thou ſhalt not 
be joined with them 
in burial, becauſe 
thou haſt deſtroyed 
my land and lain 
thy people; the ſeed 
of 


evil - doers ſhall . 


never be renqwned, 
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ſhoot, thou ſhalt be caſt among Sz or. 11. 


the common carcaſes; and ſo 
offenſive, as the mangled and 
beſmeared garments of thoſe 


lain in battle, which are not 


worth ſtripping off, but are 
thrown into the bottom of ſome 
pit, where afterwards an heap 
of ſtones is raiſed, ſhall thou 
be trampled on, unburied like 


the carrion of ſome beaſt. All 


the funeral honours ſhall be de- 
nied thee, which are uſually 


Iſa xiv.20 


paid to crowned heads, becauſe 


thou haſt not only been the 
— of other kingdoms, but 
the plague of thy own ; which 
has long groaned under the moſt 
heavy exactions, and been ſacri- 
ficed to thy pride and cruelty. 
The proverbial expreſſion may 
be grounded on thine execrable 
end, that ſo far from being ce- 
lebrated, the memory of tyrants 


ſhall be for ever deteſted, and 


their names periſh from off the 


earth, and from under the hea- 


vens. 
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CHAP. XIV. 8 E ET. XIX. 


 Fudgments and calolittils events bar fine the offspring 
© of the Chaldean monarch. Repreſentation of Ba- 
- | bylon's moſt compleat deſtruction. The certainty of 
the fats confirmed by ſolemn oath of the Supreme Be- 
ing, and the total overthrow of the Aſſyrians. 
King Ahaz's death: the Philiftines ready to triumph 
on this account ; they had no juſt occaſion, for his D 
- fucceſſor ſhould be their ſcourge; yet a moſt mild and f 
good governor of his people. The Lord their ſup- p 
1 8 8 and defence. Ver. 21. - the end. 


4 . Is A. Xiv. 21. Is A. xiv. 21. ot 
; Sor. 19. N O T more deteſted is the Pit — 
| Iſa xiv. 21 de of Babylon, than the for the iniquity of 
| f fall of that ty rant ſhall be ter- their fathers, that 
1 rible; but it ſhall not end in they do not rife nor 
| him, but extend to all his iſſue: Pf e fade of Tor 
| as they have been partakers in world with citics. 
the iniquities, and deſigned to 

inherit the ſpoils of their moſt 

ungodly and cruel anceſtors, let 

them ſuffer the like puniſhment, 

and make a part in the general 

Carnage : let none of them ſuc- 

ceed in the government, nor 

raiſe up their heads again, and 

repleniſh the world; diſperſe in- 

to ſeveral regions, found new em- 

Pires, or erect large and popu- 
lous cities. | | 
j 22 [I will ariſe, as a judge and 22. For I willrife | 
| and avenger, faith the Supreme 5 * e ape 
bl Lord of the univerſe, to have 50 off from a 
| : : . Ee Al 


SY OCT PT ATE. 


2nd ſon and nephew, 
faith the Lord. 


23. 1 will alſo 
make it a poſſeſſion 
for the bittern, and 
pools of water, and 
I will ſweep it with 
the beeſom of deſtruc- 
tion, ſaith the Lo RD 


bf hoſts, 


24. The Lo RD 
of hoſts hath ſworn, 
ſaying, Surely as I 
have thought, ſo 
thall it come to paſs; 
and as I have pur- 
poſed ſo ſhall it 
ttand, _ 

25, That I will 
break the Aſſyrian 
in my land, and up- 
on my mountain 
tread him under foot; 
then ſhall his yoke 
depart from off them, 


and his burden de- 


part from off their 
thoulders, 


the name and remnant 


; EY 13 41 
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a ſentence executed in the utter Sor. 19 


extirpation of that whole wicked 
and incorrigible family; the 
name ſhall be extinct, and not 
a relative ſurvive the dreadful 
ſlaughter; with the utmoſt pe- 
remptorineſs of a certain deci- 
live fact, hath the Lord declar- 
ed this. 


— 
Iſa xiv. 22 


As to the city, I will break 23 


down its banks, which in its 
low ſituation are its only ſecuri- 
ty from being frequently over- 
flowed, and will render it a pool 
of ſtanding waters, to be an 
harbour for bitterns and ſuch 
like birds. As to its wealth and 
whatever is worth their labour, 
as if they were to pry curi- 
ouſly into every corner, and 
fearch every room, ſhall be 
ranſacked and carried away by 
its victorious enemies, ſaith the 
great and univerſal Potentate. 

In their extreme incredulity, 
the people ſhall declare ſuch a 
prediction of a ſucceſsful Aſſyrian 


army, and a ſtate of captivity, 


according to preſent appear- 
ances, to be highly improbable; 
and that to be ſatisfied, rhey 
could wiſh the fact to be more 
fully aſcertained : it is there- 
fore, ſaith 'the prophet ratified 
by the ſovereign of heaven and 
earth, with a moſt folemn oath, 
in ſo many words ſaying, it is 

2 2 - im- 


24 & 25 


182 A PARAPHRASE on the 


SECT.19.1mpoſſible it ſhould not hap- 
S>— pen, for I myſelf will infallibly 


„ deſtroy the Aſſyrian forces that 

are now in Judea; as if they 
were duſt or dirt I will trample 
them under my feet upon the 
mountains of that hilly coun- 
try; and as certainly as you 
ſhall be delivered from the in- 
juries and violences of this me- 
nacing oppreſſor, the Babyloniſb 


monarch; ſo certainly ſhall the 


word the prophet hath ſpoken 
be moſt amply verified in its 
proper ſeaſon, reſpecting the 
defence of the Fews from the 
deſtruction of Jeruſalem. 

As againſt the Afyrians, ſo 
againſt the great and extenſive 
empire of the Babylonians, which 
looks ſo big as if it compre- 
hended the whole world, the 
ſame irretrievable ruin is moſt 
peremptorily reſolved on; the 
ſame vindictive hand of match- 
leſs ſtrength ſhall likewiſe be 
extended to all the connections 
and dependancies of that over- 
grown ſtate : this the King of 
kings and Lord of Lords hath 
irrevocably purpoled, and tho? 
Babylon be the grand reſidence 
of this ſovereign, and the prin- 


cipal city of the largeſt and 


moſt powerful empire on the 
globe, yet it ſhall not be able 
to prevent 1ts own approaching 

fate, 


26. This 7s the 
purpoſe that is pur- 
poſed upon the whole 
earth: and this 7s the 
hand that is ſtretched 
out upon all the na- 
tions. 

27. For the Lord 
of hoſts hath pur- 
poſed, and who ſhall 
diſanul it? and his 
hand is ſtretched out 
and who ſhall turn it 


back ? 


28. In che year 
that king m Ahaz 


died, was this burden. 
29. Rejoice not 
thou whole Paleſtina, 


becauſe the rod of 


him that ſmote thee 
is broken: for out 
of the ſerpent's root 
ſhall come forth a 
cockatrice, and his 
fruit Mall be a fiery 
fly ing ſerpent, 


2 
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fate, nor a moment retard itsSE er. 1 9. 
— 


a 25 II. xiv. 28 
Amidſt all the viciſſitudes, g, 5 


utter overthrow. 


convulſions; and revolutions of 


ſtates and kingdoms, oe event 
is both certaiti and awful, that 


is the change of mortality, to 
which crowned heads muſt alike 
ſubmit as the meaneſt peaſant; 
The ſame year that this prophe- 
cy was delivered, king Ahaz at 
once reſigned his ſcepter and 
his breath, This laſt year of 


his reign, and firſt of Hezekiah 


his ſucceſſor, created an uncom- 
mon joy among the Ppiliſtines, 
as had been ſhewn on occaſion 
of the death of their former 


great ſcourge Uzziah, Though 


this prince was young and inex- 
perienced, yet, faith the pro- 
phet, I forbid; O ye Philiftines, 
your rejoicings, you will have 
no real .caufe for this feſtivity, 
nor be able either to interrupt 
the repoſe of the Jes, however 
declining their ſtate may ſeem 
to be, nor retrieve the honour 
of your on arms: out of that 

2 4 old 


m Alan, in the 16th year of his reign, being ſmitten of God 


for his iniquities, died in the 36th year of his age, and was 


buried in the city of David, but not with a royal burial in the 


ſepulchres of the kings; for from this honour he was excluded, 
becauſe of his wicked reign, as were Fehoram and Foaſh before 
him, and Menaſſel and Ammon after him, for the ſame reaſon, 
it being the uſage of the Fews to lay this mark of infamy upon 
thoſe who reigned wickedly over them. | 


Prid. Conn. vol. 1. p. 15. 
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Sgr. 19. 
—  — 
Iſa xiv. 29 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


old ſerpent's root, that has ſo 
frequently given you pain, as 
if you had been bitten and ſtung 
with an adder, ſhall proceed a 
cockatrice, or {till worſe, a fiery 
flying ſerpent, that ſhall more 
perplex and diſtreſs you than 
ever his grandfire Uzziah did. 


39 + You will ſoon feel the terrible 


effects of his aſcending the 
throne of Fudab; yet his cha- 
racter ſhall be a moft amiable 
and good one, and his govern- 
ment incomparably excellent : 
on all proper occaſions he ſhall 
thew great moderation, an ex- 


30. And the n firſt 
born of the poor ſhall 
feed, and the needy 
ſhall lie down in 
ſafety : and I will 
kill thy root with 
famine, and he ſhall 
ſlay thy remnant. 


treme clemency, and the utmoſt 


concern for his people's welfare 
and proſperity: under his auſ- 
picious reign, the nation, which 
has been impoveriſhed and al- 
molt exhauſted by Abab's exac- 


tions, ſhall recover its ſtrength 


and dignity, and enioy great 
plenty and proſperity : the op- 
preſſed and frighted people, who 
had abandoned the places of 


their nativity and ſettlement, 


hal) return to live in them in 
perfect tranquility and ſafety; 


whilſt 


n The original rendered fie born, properly ſignifies the prin- 
ci pal, or the mſt excellent of any thing in its kind, whether in 


a good or bad ſenſe. Fob xvlii. 13. Gen. xliv. 3. 


it denotes the pooreft or weakeſt of all. He ſhall ſtay, &c. meant 

of Hezekiah, who as the hiſtory relates, ſmote the 'Phil;ftine; 
even unto Gaga and the borders thereof, from the tower of the 
watchmen to the fenced city. 2 Kings xvii. 8, 


In the text 


Book, of IS AI A 2583 
whilſt the Lord declares with SE or. 19. 
reſpect to the Fhiliſtines : like a 22 

| : If. xiv. 30 
tree whoſe roots are withered | 


for want of moiſture, I will de- 
ſtroy thy people with famine ; 


and thoſe who remain ſhall the 


king of Judah almoſt extripate 
with the edge of the {ſword 


zi. Howl, O gate; Inſtead of exulting over the 3! 
cry, O city; thou calamities of others, you ſhall = 
whole hrs gg in the utmoſt bitterneſs of incon- 1 
| nar from the ſolable grief deplore your own i | * 
l north a ſmoke, and thy miſery and deſolation, O 1 
none ſhall be alone Paleſtina, ſhall be as general as ® 
f his appointed thy rejoicings ever could be; 7 
og for as a {ſmoke from a fire juſt k 5 
kindled aſcends, darkens the ſky, 4 
and at length breaks out into a N 
devouring flame; ſo ſhall your 'J 
whole land be overſpread and : 1 
laid waſte by a mighty force that 5 
comes from Judea; with the N 
utmoſt readineſs and unanimity © 
ſhall the people unite to chaſtize Y 
your inſolence, that when the * 
banners are diſplaid, and his F 
country's wrongs to be avenged, 4 
not one ſhall decline the ſervice 6 
nor expreſs a wiſh to ſtay at *. 
home. | ; : * 
32. What ſhall. ove If our troops be ſucceſsful, 32 4 
5 . 3 and the trumpet of fame for our | 3 
in- tions? That the victories ſound loud, it may na- > - 
we Lo xp hath founded turally be ſuppoſed, that emba- * 
ent <=, _ 15 poor bes from foreign princes will be A 
Fines Pe Poe ſent to our government; who, 4 
che = if their ſtile ſhould ever be aſ- A 


fuming, 
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Sx c7.19. ſuming, their demands exorbitant, 
1 * > or the leagues they would make 
W323 ; 
with us, upon unequal and difho- 
nourable terms, our anſwer in 
general 1s moſt ready, that the 
events of war are not ſo uncertain 
to the Jeros as to other nations; 
that ſo long as they truſt and 
ſerve God, they are under his 
protection; he hath expreſsly 
engaged to preſerve and defend 
Mount Zion, and the condition 
of his people can never be ſo re- 


they may have recourſe to the 

ſacred hill, and in his regard 
| | who dwells there, find refuge 
z . and fafety. | | 
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tier. xx. 


Awuful and alarming prophecy to the Moabites. Par- 

ticular circumſtances of their ruin repreſented. Their 

5 Beavy lamentations when driven from place to place, 
and in a moſt diſtreſſed and defenceleſs condition. 


Is A. xv. 1. q "Se 3 

Sr r. 20. HE preſent ftate of the 1 3 
8 Moabites may be flouriſh- in the night Ar of 
xv. H. Ing, and the liberties they have Moab is laid waſte, 


in- and brought to fi- 
taken to blaſpheme God, and = lence 7 booms i the 


night 


vekiah, wherein it was foretold, that within three years Arne and 
Kir-harafheth, the two principal cities of Moab, ſhould be de- 


ſtroyed, and all the reſt of it brought to contempt, ruin, and 
deſolation, 


duced, weak and deſpicable, but | 8 


» This affecting prophecy bears date in the firſt year of He- 
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night Ki of Moab is ſult his people, intimate, that Sz or. 20. 
laidwafte,andbrought they believe themſelves in no 
W danger from either; yet I am OY 
going to foretell, that they are 
upon the verge of ruin, and it 
ſhall undoubtedly ſo happen. 
The inhabitants of Ar of 
Moab, ſhall in that diſmal night 
be ſtruck with the greateſt terror 
when unprovided and ſecure, 
they ſhall be overtaken with a 
ſudden and irretrievable deſtruc- 
tion, and be forced with the ut- 
moſt precipitation to abandon 
the place. At the ſame ſilent 
and unguarded ſeaſon, ſhall Kir 
of Moab, another principal city, 
be ſurpriſed and plundered, and 
all the champaign country laid 
open, and expoſed to the avages 
of the enemy. 8 
2. He is gone The miſerable people in this z 
is to Bajith, and to Di- extreme diſtreſs, ſhall haſten 


bon, the high places _ . 7. 
„„ their flight to the city Bajith; 
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ce, bowl over Nebo, and With trembling horrors, likewiſe 7 
over Medeba, and all proceed to Dibon, where their i 
their beads Jene high places are ſituated for ſo- AY 

| argen ar lemnities of worſhip, in order to ol 

of beard cut off. : 3 8 i 

ooo | ſupplicate their idols, and with 6 

of the bittereſt cries and tears to * 

ſe, f excite them to ſhew compaſſion: 3 

= to the higheſt pitch of a moſt {6 

ght | | | _ ardent , 4 

He- | deſolation, which muſt have been executed the ſame year that f ; 

and Samaria was firſt beſieged, | | 

de- Prid Conn. Vol. I. p. 19. 

and High places muſt either ſignify fortified towns, or places 


ion, whither they haſted to implore the protection of their gods. 
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Sz or. ꝛ0. ardent devotion ſhall the Moa- 
C—— Zites raiſe their voices for the 


Ha. æv. a. joſſes ſuſtained at Nabo and Me- 


deba; the baldneſs of their ſhav- 
ed heads ſhall expreſs their migh- 
ty grief, and their ſhorn beards, 
the ſhame and confuſion with 
which they are covered. 


3 Inſtead of that pomp. and 


grandeur in which they uſed to 
perambulate the ſtreets, glitter- 
ing in rich and brilliant girdles 
adorned with gold and gems ; 


they ſhall move an heayy and ſo- 


lemn pace, with the coarſeſt 
ſack- cloth to ſurround their 
loins; they ſhall aſcend to the 
tops of the houſes, with mourn- 
ful dirges and diſlolved in tears, 
to implore ſuccour; they ſhall 
come down into the ſtreet, with 
_ diſtracted: looks, and the tears 
ſtill guſhing out, that they have 
no hope of comfort, nor the 
molt diſtant proſpect of relief. 


4. Their extreme diftrets ſhall 


extort from the people of Heſh- 
ban and Elealeb, the moſt lament- 
able cries of horror and anguiſh : 

the loud and diſmal found ſhall 
extend to Jabaz, and be heard 
in the fartheſt border of Moab: 

his courage ſhall utterly fail the 
military man, he ſhall join his 
roaring voice with the common 
ejulations; owing to this ſeaſon 


of public calamity, every ones 
| life 


3. In their ſtreets 
they ſhall gird them- 
ſelves with ſackcloth: 
on the tops of their 
houſes and in their 
ſtreets every one ſhall 
howl, weeping abun- 
dantly.- 


4. And Heſhbon 
ſhall cry, and Elea- 
leh: their voice ſhall 
be heard even unto 


Jahaz : therefore the 
armed ſoldiers of 


Moab ſhall cry out, 
his life ſhall be grie- 
vous unto him. 


5. p My heart ſhall 
cry out for Moab, 
his fugitives Hall flee 
unto Zoar, an heifer 
of three years old: 
for by the mounting 
up of Luhith with 
weeping ſhall they 


go it up: for in the 


way of Horonajm, 
they ſhall raiſe up a 
cry of deſtruction, 


6. For the 4 waters 
of Nimrim ſhall be 
deſolate : for the hay 
is withered away, 

> > Te 
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life ſhall be to him a moſt griev- SFr. 20. 


ous burden, that it has been pro- 
longed to ſee this evil day. 


Ig only the prophetic view of 5 


theſe tragical affairs, Iam moved 
to ſtrains of commiſeration, like 


the complaints of the ſufferers : 


they are indeed the ancient and 
inveterate enemies of our ſtate 
and nation, but they are my 
fellow creatures; in their fugi- 
tive condition, they ſhall ſeek 
for refuge to our people in Zoar: 


from reſentment of their former 
inſolencies, they might be tempt- 


ed to deny it them; that be far 
from us, we cannot diſobey the 
dictates of nature and humanity, 
when we hear their ſtrong cries, 
like thelowingsof a young heifer: 
they are continued all the way 
of their arduous aſcent, up the 
high hill of Lubith; likewiſe in 
the path that leads to Horonaim, 
as if the enemy was juſt behind 
them, and had already begun 
upon their rear, a moſt remorſe- 


leſs and bloody ſlaughter. 
There ſhall be great cauſe, © 


for the calamiry ſhall fall heavy 
upon both man and beaſt ; thoſe 
1 running 


p That theſe are the prophet's own words from a feeling ſenſe 


of humanity and ſympathizing pity for even inveterate enemies, 
may be preſumed from a. ſimilar paſſage. Fer. xlviil. 31. & 36. 


q Waters of Nimrim, ſome underſtand of the Moabites them- 


ſelves, who, becauſe theſe waters were dried up, or elſe out of 
| 5 fear 
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Sg oer. 20. running brooks, amongſt which the graſs faileth, 
: 
xv. 6. 
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1 PARAPHRASE on the 


fertile Mimrim is pleaſantly ſitu- 
ated, ſhall be exhauſted and un- 
inhabited. The enemy's horſe 
have eaten or ſpoiled that plenty 
of graſs which ſhould have 
grown to maturity for the wint- 
er proviſion ; neither 1s there 
any more vegetation of herbs or 
verdure, than if they had been 
blaſted with an eaſt wind, or 
ſcorched to the roots with a 
burning ſun. 


7 As to any wealth they may 


have accumulated, or ſtores laid 


up, they will fall into the ene- 


mies hand, and be carried to 
the brook of willows, from 
thence in dye courſe to be con- 
veyed into their own country. 


8 The ſhocking voice of into- 


to thoſe of Beer-Elim. 


lerable wretchedneſs hath been 


heard all the land over; they 


are univerſally either pining a- 
way of want or famine; expir- 


ing in heaps of their wounds; 


or in the utmoſt trepidation flee- 
ing from the dreadful ſlaughter, 
from the borders of Eglaim un- 


In 


there is no green 
thing. 


7. Therefore the 


abundance they have 
gotten, and that which 
they have laid up, 
ſhall they carry away 
to the brook of the 
willows. 


8. For the cry is 
one round about the 
rk of Moab, the 
howling thereof un- 
to Eglaim ; and the 
howling thereof unta 
Beer-Elim. 


fear of their enemies, ſhould carry away the the beſt of their 
ſubſtance, to hide it in ſome bye place, to the brook of the 
Hows, in the valley of the Arabian, in the direct road from 


Aab to Aſyria. Eglaim and Beer-Flim were towns ſituated in 


oppoſite borders of M-ab, the meaning therefore is, that the le- 
mentation was univerſal, Numb. xxviii. 18, The Arabian, 
ſerved in this expedition under the Afyrians or Babylonians, Or 


ore their allies and confederates, therefore would take due 
3 


r nd oth I 


Book of IS AIAE. 


For the waters 
of Dimon ſhall be 
full of blood, for 1 
will bring more up- 
on Dimon, lions up- 
on him that eſcapeth 
of Moab, and upon 
the remnant of the 
Nunn, 


to cauſe the diſcoloured waters 
of the river itſelf to riſe and 
ſwell. This people have fur- 
ther calamities reſerved for 


19 
In Dimon the effuſion of hu- SE r. 20. 
man blood ſhall be ſo. great, as EN. 


% 


them; thoſe, who by fleeing 


into deſerts, eſcape the ſword, 
ſhall not be ſafe there, but fall 
a prey to lions and other rave- 
nous beaſts ; and the few who 


remain in the deſolate country 


find it ſoon infeſted from the 
wilderneſs with thoſe pernicious 


CHAP: XVI. 
The Moabites adviſed to pay tribute due to the Jewiſh 


creatures. 


SECT. XXI, 


monarch, and treat hoſpitably and kindly any of that 
people that might be obliged to flee to them for re- 
fuge. Their utter ruin, the effect of their enormous 
pride, enhanced by their former proſperity, and to 
_ preciſely three years after the foregoing pro- 


phecy, 


Is A. xvi. I. 

END ye the 

lamb to the ruler 
of the land, from 
Sela to the wilder- 
neſs, unto the mount 
of the daughter of 
Lion. 


Is A. xvi. 1. 

H E accompliſhment of 

the foregoing prediction 1s 
at ſome diſtance of time, if it 
were to be prevented or its ſe- 
verity abated, the moſt pro- 
bable expedient, O ye Moabites, 
is ſpeedily to retrieve your pub- 
lic character; and from Sela, 
the chief city in the fouthern 
| | 


SECT. eee, 


Iſa. xvi. 1. 
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192 4 PARAPHRASE' on the 


Sr or. a. parts, to the wilderneſs of Jor- 


dan in the north, to ſend your 
Ia.xvi. 2. | 


— 


annual tribute to the king of 


the Jews, due from the days of 


David to the reign of the preſent 
rightful oFarch in Jeruſalem. 
2 This falutary counſel, if you 
improve it, may be a means of 
prolonging your tranquility; but 

it you neglect it, you ſhall fly 
about, as a brood of young birds 
forſaken of their dam, and dri- 
ven out from their neſt, unde- 
tended and deſtitute of any ſet- 


tled abode; the Moabitilh wo- 


men themſclves, who have lived 


in ſo much delicacy, ſhall wan- 


der up and down in unirequent- 
ed delarts, and not improbably 
be carried away captives over 
the river Arnon, into the land of 
Aria. I 
3 Your only courſe is to deli- 
berate in the molt ſedate man- 
ner with one another upon the 


ſituation of public affairs, and 


form your judgments. and reſo- 
lutions according to the mea- 
ſures of everlaſting righteoul- 
neſs; if my people [rac] happen 
to be in adverſity and affliction, 
not enhance, but all in your 


power. alleviate their troubles, 


if fleeing before the enemy, they 


icek to you for ſhelter, at mid- 
day conceal them, as if they 


were covered with the ſhadow 


and 


2. For it ſhall de 


that as a wanderin 
bird caſt out of the 
neſt, ſo the daugh- 
ters of Moab ſhall 
be at the fords of Ar- 


non. 


3. Take counſel, 
execute judgment, 
make thy ſhadow as 
the night in the 
midſt of the noon- 
day, hide the out- 
caſts, bewray not 
him that wandereth. 


r ſpoiler ceaſeth, the 


land. 


Book of IS A IAH. 193 
and darkneſs of night: by nog r. 21. 
means diſcover him, who la- 8 
bours under the painful neceſſity * 
of an unſettled vagrancy to e- 
ſcape his purſuing adverſary; 
but chearfully afford him refuge 
and ſupport, from -the ravages 
of violence and inhumanity. 
4. Let mine out- You may recollect how you 
calts dwell with thee, formerly behaved to my people 
Moab, be thou a co- gs | Pe, 
vert to them from and what rancour and malevo- 
the face of the ſpoil- lence ſhewed them in their re- 
er: for the extortion- turn from Egypt: for the future 
er is at an end, the beware of this temper; entertain 
oppreflors are con- them if fugitives, and if perſe- 
ſumed out of the cuted, preſerve them from the 
rage of their inveterate enemies: 
they ſhall not long want your 
ſuccour, the ſpoiler ſhall ſhortly 
be forced to deſiſt; oppreſſors 
be overwhelmed in irreparable 
ruin; and happy will it be for : 
you, by means of common hu- 
manity, for a certain ſeaſon, to 
have this people for your faſt 
| friends and perpetual allies. . 
5, And in mercy For a while they may ſeems 
hall the throne be neglected and forſaken, their 
eftabliſhed, and he . , : 
policies fluctuating, and throne 


ſhall fit upon it in | . 
truth; itſelf to totter. The Lord will 


r Spoiler ceaſeth, &c. Sennacherib, upon whoſe approach they 
ſought ſhelter in other countries, was to be ſoon cut off, and 
not able to avenge himſelf, as they might be afraid he would do. 
Perſecution in this paſſage ſeems elegantly compared to the 
ſcorching beams of a meridian ſun ; refuge from, or relaxation 
- it to a cool refreſhing ſhade, which ſhelters from the violent 
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194 A PARAPHBASE 05 
Sgr. 21. in his great mercy return, the 
. government ſhall be firmly 
Ila. vi. . eftabliſhed, and public affairs 


adminiſtred, conformable to the 
moſt perfect laws of juſtice and 
impartial equity: in the palace 


of king David judgment ſhall 
be executed with the utmoſt 
aſſiduity and fidelity; nor ſhall 


the 


truth; Pp the taber- 
nacle of David, judg- 
ing and ſeeking 
judgment, and haſt- 


ing righteouſneſs. 


juſtice be denied or procraſtinat- 
8 | | 
As to the haughty and diſ- 6, We have heard 
dainful Moabztes, 1 re- 1 8 i 
queſt is in vain, no favour or cven of his haughti- 
kindnels is to be expected; they nefs, and his pride 
have on all occaſions ſhewed a _ fx 3 5 
moſt implacable abhorrence f rr 
1 the Jews; they never will be 
| hoſpitable or friendly ; they are 
* inſufferably arrogant and aſſum- 
1 ing; their country is extenſive, be 
5 their towns populous and forti- - 
9 fied, and their wealth great; ſo 5 
| | that they are apprehenſive of no te; 
1 changes; they defy all enemies; Vl 
þ nevertheleſs, their preſumption | og 
1 and ſelf confidence, ſhall in the thy 
7 end, deceive and deſtroy them. Un. 
[4 ; However inſenſible they may _ 7- Therefore ſhall f 
be to thoſe of others, they ſhall eee 11 
4 ere long, moſt bitterly Iament for be foundation, vin 
| | their own approaching miſeries; of Kir-hareſeth ſhall ber 
1 you moſt unfeeling Moabites, will ye mourn, furely " 
1 mourn Meble When your 9 r firicken, 2 
invincible Kir- hareſeth ſhall be vin 
| taken and razed to the very I h 
foundation; it ſhall be utterly ay: 
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all 
ely 


& For the fields 
of Heſhbon languiſh, 
and tne vine of Sib- 
mah: the lords of 
the heathen have bro- 
ken down the prin- 
cipal plants thereof, 
they are come even 
unto Jaſer, they wan- 
dered ee the 
wilderneſs, her bran- 
ches are ſtreached out, 
they are gone over 
ihe ſea. 


N Therefore Iwill 


bewail with the weep- 


ing of Jazer, the vine 


of Sibmah: I will 


water thee with my 


tears, O Heſhbon,and 


Elealeh: for the 
ſhouting for thy ſum- 
mer fruits, and for 
thy harveſt is fallen, 

10. And gladneſs 
is taken away, and 
joy out of the plen- 
tiful field, and in the 
vineyard there ſhall 
be no finging, neither 
ſhall there be ſhout- 
ing: the treaders 
thall tread out no 
wine in their preſſes, 
I have made their 
vintage ſhouting to 
ceaſe, 


and their 


demoliſhed, left quite deſolate, Sz or. 21. 
(— 


and a ruinous heap. | 

The moſt rich and pleafant 
parts of their country ſhall be 
laid waſte ; the verdant fields of 
fertile Heſobon languiſh, and the 
loaded branches of the vines of 
S:bmah be broken down by the 
plundering armies of heathen 
lords, their mighty invaders : 


Iſa. xvi. 8. 


their vineyards had been planted 
with excellent trees, they ex- 


tended to a large compaſs, even 
to Jager in the confines of Moab, 
winding as far as the wilderneſs, 
creeping tendrils 


{tretching out to the dead ſea, 


even the lake of Sodom, yet ſhall 


be totally deſtroyed. 


How changed are the ſcenes ! 9 & 40 


one cannot but be greatly affect- 


ed! as if it was my own caſe, 
I do truly ſympathiſe with the 
inhabitants of Fazer, the total 
ruin of the precious vines of 
Sibmab, I will mingle tears with 


them; and the briny fountain 


of mine eyes ſhall guſh out for 
the diſtreſſed people of Heſhbon, 
and Elealeb; that there is no 
more ſhouting home of the har- 
veſt, no ſinging and rejoicing for 


plentiful ripe cro;'s, the fields 


have no corn in them to reap; 
the vineyards no grapes to pluck 
and tread : their abominations. 
have provoked my high diſplea- 

A a 2 ſure, 
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196 A PARAPHRASE on the 


SECT.I2, ſure, which is fallen exceeding 

Ixiino heavy upon them, in thoſe in- 

ſtances wherein they cannot but be 

greatly concerned; 'tis I myſelf, 

ſaith he, whoſe is the earth and 

the fulneſs thereof, who by a 

ſeries of very aMictive incidents 

have prevented their congratu- 

_ lations from fruitful ſeaſons, 

dampt their feſtivity, from the 
produce of their rural labours. 

11 In the diſtant proſpect, by 

only a prophetic viſion of this 

time of lamentation, I cannot 

but expreſs an unfeigned condo- 

lence; I deny not, but the fate 

of theſe wicked people is deſerv- 


ed, yet my ſympathiſing heart 


feels for them, how ſenſibly at- 
fected they muſt be with ſuch a 
ſcene of miſery, particularly for 
Kirhareſh its deep diſtreſs. 

12 Under ſuch circumſtances, it 
is natural to have recourſe to re- 
ligious devotion; and when 
thele deluded votaries are con- 
vinced by the event, that they 
have laboured in vain, till their 
patience is exhauſted, to implore 
ſuccour, in one high place after 

another, from their idol gods; 
they mall fly at laſt, to the moſt 
holy temple of their principal 
divinity, but find no more relief 

from 


II. W e my 


s bowels ſhall ſound 


like an harp for Mo- 
ab, and my inward 
parts for Kirhareſh. 


ew 


12. And it ſhall 
come to paſs, when 
it is ſeen that Moab 
is weary on the 
high place, that he 
ſhall” come to his 
ſanctuary to pray, 
but he ſhall not pre- 


vail. 


5 Brwels, &c. for 810 pathetic paſſages ſee fer. XXX1, 10, 


xIviii. 13, and 36. 


. 10. 


13. This is the 
word that the LoRD 
hath ſpoken concern- 
ing Moab fince that 
time, 


14. But now the 
LoKbD hath ſpoken, 
ſaying, Within three 
years, as the years 
of an hireling, and 
the glory of Moab 
ſhall be contemned, 
with all that great 
multitude, and the 
remnant /hall be very 
ſmall and feeble. 
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from the extremity of their mi- SRO r. 19. 
— 


ſery. 

Tis not likely that their mul- 
tiplied prayers or offerings 
ſhould avail, for in the forego- 
ing prophecy, the ſupreme Be- 
ing hath clearly diſcovered his 
certain deſign of inflicting on 
the Moabites theſe judgments ; 
the ſequel alſo ſpecifies the pre- 
ciſe period of the event, or ac- 
compliſhment. 


If, xvi. 1 3 


That you may not entertain 14 


the leaſt doubt in this reſpect, a 
God of truth and holineſs hath 
expreſsly declared, that as ſer- 
vants, at the exact expiration 
of the time for which they were 


hired do uſually quit their maſ- 


ter's ſervice ; ſo preciſely at the 
end of three years, from the date 
of this propheey, and the Mo- 
abites with all their wealth and 
power, dignity and glory, ſhall 
tall into the utmoſt neglect and 
contempt ; multitudes of them 
be overwhelmed in remedileſs 


ruin, and the reſidue be few, 


deſpicable and feeble, 
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CHAP..XVI.. er. XXI. 


Prophecy of Syria's deſolation. Its principal cities, 
particularly Damaſcus, to be demoliſhed ; and many 
of its inhabitants carried into captivity. Theſe who 
remained in the land to be extremely diſtreſſed. De- 
clenſion of the Jews, Their iniquities the cauſe. In- 
vaded by a foreign enemy. That enemy's overthrow, 


| Is A. xvi. 1. e 8 
IME following prophecy is J 1:7. Be. 
Iſa xvii. 1. big with the heavy intelli- pold, Damaſcus is 

ence of the approaching down- taken away from be. 
fal of the principal town of 7s acity, aye It ſhall 
Syria, and of calamities that e ruinous esp: 
ſhall happen to the whole coun- 
try. You may at preſent put 
the evil day far off, and b- ready 
to imagine ſo dire a cataſtrophe 
almoſt impoſſible to ſo wealthy 
and populous, powerful and 
ſplendid a city as Damaſcus ; yet 
its day is moſt certainly ap- 


SECT.22. 


proaching, that it ſhall be total- 1 
ly diſmantled, and its ſuperb e- | cc 
difices with its ſtrongeſt fortifi- th 


cations laid in ruins. 
2 You will find likewiſe, at 2. The cities of 
this diſmal time of general de- Aroer ore forſaken: 
ſolation, the ſpacious and opu- wen ſpall be for 
| 1 855 f ap P flocks which ſhall lie 
ent cities of Aroer, on the banks down, and none ſhall 
of the river Aron, almoſt deſti- make them afraid. 
tute of inhabitants, being fallen 
by the ſword or carried away N 
captives; and in the places 15 
where 


3. The fortreſs al- 
ſo ſhall ceaſe from 
Ephraim; and the 


kingdom from Da- 


maſcus and the rem- 
nant of Syria: the 
ſnall be as the glory 
of the children of 
Ifrael, ſaith the Lord 
of hoſts, 


4. And in that day 


it ſhall come to paſs, 
that the glory of Ja- 
cob ſhall be made 
thin, and the fatneſs 
of his fleſh ſhall wax 
lean, os 


5. And it ſhall be 
as when the harveſt 
man gathereth the 

corn, 


| Book of ISA1an. 


where they once dwelt, flocks Sor. 22. 


of ſheep in perfect ſafety graz- 
ing. | | 

T he ſtrongeſt combinations 
ſhall not prevent the approach- 
ing deſtruction; the fatal day 
will dawn upon the 1/ae/ites and 
Syrians who have ſo frequently 
confederated againſt Judah; Sa- 
maria, the grand fortreſs of E- 
phraim, with other ſtrong holds 
belonging to the kingdom of 
the ten tribes, ſhall be no long- 
er tenable ; Damaſcus ſhall not 


be any more a royal city, and 


reſidence of Syrian Kings : as to 
the people, the remnant ſhall 


not be a body-politic, nor have 


a prince to rule over them ; 
they ſhall be ſtript of all ſecular 
advantages, their uſual pride and 
boaſt be at an end, and as the Iſyael- 


ites had been before them, either 


be entirely ſlain or made priſoners. 


About the ſame time that 4 


theſe evils and calamities ſhall 
befal the Syrians, there ſhall al- 
ſo be obſervable among the 
children of Jael, a viſible de- 
clenſion from their former flou- 


riſning ſtate: as a painful ling- 
ering 


g diſeaſe, it emaciates the 
body; ſo impaired, low, and 
reduced ſhall they be in their 
circumſtances. | 


With the execution of divine? 


judgments, the ſcenes will be 
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200 - A PARAPHRASE on 
SECT.22.remarkably changed ; even, as 
S—> when the labourer in the months 
Ifa xvii. 5 
of harveſt, cuts down the corn, 
binds it up in ſheaves, and car- 
ries it out of the field in his 


arms to the granary ; as the toil 
is moſt abundantly rewarded in 


the rich and fertile plains of the 
valley of Rephaim near Jeruſalem 
in like manner ſhall the Afyrian 
bands gather togecher the great- 
eſt numbers of the children of 
 Jjracl, that they may carry them 
away captives into their own 
country. | 
6 Moſt lamentabie and general 
ſhall be the devaſtation; never- 
theleſs, a {mall reſidue ſhall be 
left; like the gleaning of grapes 
after gathering, and the few re- 
maining olives when the tree has 
been ſhaken ;' two or three in 
the top of the higheſt boughs ; 
four or five in the outmoſt fruit- 
ful branches: this ſhal] undoubt- 


edly happen, for the Lord hath 


expreisly declared it, and that 
he will ſtill continue to be the 
„„ or Le. os | 
„ Theſe defolating providences, 
correſpondent to God's great 
deſign in them, ſhall be pro- 
ductive of good and ſalutary 
effects, in reforming the people's 
morals and characters: thoſe 
who in times paſt have too much 
forgotten and neglected him, 
| hall 


the 


corn, and reapeth the 
ears with his arm; 
and it ſhall be as he 
that gathereth ears in 


Im. 


6, Vet gleaning 
grapes ſhall be left 
in it, as the ſhaking 
of an olive- tree, two 
or three berries in the 
top of the uppermoſt 
bough: four or five 
in the outmoſt fruit— 
ful branches thereof, 
faith the I.ord God 
of Iſracl. | 


7. At that day ſhall 
a man look to bis 
maker, and his eyes 
ſhall have reſpect to 
the holy one of Iſra- 
el. | 


the valley of Repha- 


M & Fr we 


Mm HF 


Ro? 1 A 


n f 


8. And he ſhall 
not look to the altars, 
the work of his 
hands, neither ſhall 
reſpect that which bis 
fingers have made, 
either the groves or 
the images, 


9. And in that 


day ſhall his ftrong 


cities be as a forſak- 


en bough; and an 


uppermolt branch 
which they left be- 
cauſe of the children 
of Iſrael, and there 
Hall be deſolation. 


10. Becauſe thou 
haſt forgotten the 
God of thy ſalvation, 
and haſt not been 
mindful of the rock 
of thy ſtrength, there- 
fore ſhalt thou plant 
pleaſant plants, and 
ſhalt ſet it with 
ſtrange flips, | 


bough remainin 
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ſhall, renouncing their altars, i- Sor. 22. 


dols, and conſecrated groves de- 
termine their ſupreme regard to 
their Almighty Maker, who hath 
ſeparated them from the reſt of the 
world, to be his peculiar people. 


No more ſhall they expects 


ſuccour for ſacrificing on al- 


tars, which they themſelves, 


without warrant or authority, 


have erected; nor flatter vain 


and fond hopes of benefit, from 
groves they have planted, or 
images formed, for the purpo- 
ſes of religious worſhip, with 


their own hands 
| The towns and villages at that? 


time of general diſtreſs, ſhall be 


laid waſte, and the ſtrongeſt ci- 


ties diſmantled, and reduced to 
a poor and deſpicable condition, 
like a ſmaller branch, which is 
left when a tree is lopped, or a 

g on the top, 
when all the reſt are cut down : 


and even theſe reſerves are for 


the ſake of the children of 1/ael, 
who ſhall not be entirely de- 


ſtroyed, though almoſt all the 
country fhall be deſolate. 


Lou are deſerving of an ex- 10 


treme diſtreſs, for your iniquitizs 
have abounded, and you have 


not ſcrupled to throw the utmoſt 


contempt on the ineſtimable laws 
of the ever-bleſſed God; have 
revolted from your deliverer to 


the 
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II. xvii. 10 


A PARAPHRASE on 1 


the worſhip of idols; and pro- 


voked your almighty defender, 
by not confiding 1n nor ſerving 
him ; you ſhall therefore culti- 
vate your land, and procure 


from others choice plants for 


ſtocking it; obtain ſcarce ſlips 


from abroad to ſet in it, but they 


11 


12 


ſhall not prove anſwerable to 
your care and pains. 

You may, evening and morn- 
ing, uſe all proper expedients 
to cheriſh the growth of theſe to 
maturity, and flatter yourſelves, 
from conſtant endeavours, with 
the hopes of a flouriſhing pro- 
duce; yet when the time of 
harveſt commences, diſappoint- 
ment and vexation ſhall be the 


only reſult of your labour; the 


invading forces of a foreign ene- 
my ſhall both ſpoil your fruit, 
and rob you of all your wealth. 
I do, as a true prophet, pro- 
nounce a certain overthrow, to, 
the largeſt numbers from diffe- 
rent nations, who ſhall practiſe 
an extreme inhumanity, make 
great havock; and in the ſud- 
denneſs, rapidity and violence of 
their incurſions, ſhall reſemble 
the mighty and confuſed noe 


of the breaking in of ſeas; or 


an inundation of mighty waters; 
they ſhall in a ſhort time meet 
with a ſovereign check. 


11. In the day 
ſhalt thou make thy 
plants to grow, and 
in the morning ſhalt 
thou make thy ſeed 
to flouriſh: but the 
harveſt /hall be a heap 
in the day of grief, 
and of deſperate ſor- 


TOW. 


12. Wo to the 
multitude of many 
people, which make 
a noiſe like the noiſe 
of the ſeas; and to 
the ruſhing of nati- 
ons, that make 2 
ruſhing like the ruſh- 
ing of mighty waters, 


ac: 


13. The nations ſhall 
ruſh like the ruſh- 
ing of many waters, 


but GoD ſhall rebuke 


them, and they ſhall 
flee afar off, and 


ſhall be chaſed as the 


chaff of the moun- 


tainsbefore the wind, 


and like a t rolling 
thing before the 
whirlwind, 


14. And behold, 
at evening-tide trou- 
ble, and before the 
morning he is not; 


this is the portion of 


them that ſpoil us, 
and the lot of them 
that rob us. 
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Like the raging waves of aSECT.22. 

moſt turbulent ocean that has Faxing 

broken its banks, they ſhall © 

with a ſeeming reſiſtleſs force 

and amazing impetuolity, over- 

run the land of Judea; yet the 

Almighty Being, who with infi- 

nite eaſe chides the riſing billows 

into a perfect calm, hall in indig- 

nation controul them; and they 

ſhall make a moſt precipitate 


retreat to a very remote country; 


as the chaff or duſt, *tis driven 
before the wind; or as ſome 


light ſubſtance, it is whirled a- 


bout and blown away by an hur- 
ricane, ſo ſhall they be ſcattered 
and purſued. 

A tempeſt is truly a proper 14 
emblem of this ſudden invaſion ; + 
for the time, it greatly alarms, 
yet it is ſoon over and its force 
ſpent: thus ſhall this army in 
the evening appear, ſpreading 
terror, at the gates of the city 
Feruſalem; before morning they 
hall all be ſlain or fled. A ſimi- 
lar event may be fully expected, 
in due courſe, to happen to all 
thoſe who endeavour to make a 
prey of God's people, who un- 

juſtly 


t The original rendered à rolling thing, does not ſo pro- 
perly ſignify a wheel as any thing of ſmall weight, any light ſub- 


the wind, or blown 
xxlii. Heb, v. 14. 


ſtance that is eafily whirled round in the air, toſſed about with 


away as chaff, thiſtle, down, &c. Pſat. 
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Sx or. 22. juſtly attack them in their lives 


— 
II. xVii. 14 


Ser. 23. 


—— 


Iſa xviii. 1 


& 2 


CHAP. XVIII. 


or properties. 


SECT. XXIII. 


The land ſhadowing with wings prophecied | againſt, 


Ethiopia not improbably meant, and ſo called from 


her forwaraneſs to protect others, her exalted height 


of ſhady mountains, formidable armies, or multitude 
of ſhipping. This people's greatneſs, pride, and 
contempt of their neighbouring nations. Neverthe- 
leſs, their downfal foretold, and afterwards the 
overthrow of thoſe by whom it was effected: i. e. 
the Aſſyrians, who fluſht with ſucceſſes, promiſed 


themſelves an eaſy and compleat victory over Judea, 


but were diſappointed, and ſuddenly deſtroyed, 


| Is A. xviii. 1. | 
AM commiſſioned, O deſcen- 
danis of Facob, whatever 
confidence you may place in 


their protection, to denounce 


heavy calamities, againſt that 
nation which promiſes you great 


things; that is ſituated in the 


moſt diſt ant part of Ethiopia, 


beyond the riſe of the Nile, a- 


mongſt the rivers of that coun- 


try; that aſſerts its own indepen- 
dency, and diſpatcheth ambaſ- 
ſadors to remote lands, in order 
to treat on the weighty affairs 
of ſtate, in ſhips or barks made 
of bulruſhes, and over-laid with 
bituminous or pitchy matter, to 


keep out the waters; ſaying, Be 


CXPC= 


Is A. xviii.' 1. 


N O to the land 


ſhadowing 


with wings, which 7s 


beyond the rivers of 
Ethiopia. | 
2, That ſendeth 
ambaſſadors by the 
ſea, even in veſſels 
of bulruſhes upon the 


waters, ſaying, goye 


ſwift meflengers to a 
nation ſcatiered and 
peeled, to a people 
terrible from their 
beginning hitherto, a 


nation meted out and 


troden down, whoſe 
land the rivers have 
ſpoiled. 


le 


fe 
Ve 


3, All ye inhabi- 
tants of the world, 
and dwellers on the 
earth, fee ye when 
he lifteth up an en- 
fign on the moun- 
tains, and when he 
bloweth a trumpet, 


hear ye. 


=, 


4. For ſo the Lo xD 


ſaid unto me, I will 
take my reſt, I will 


conſider in my dwel- 


ling 
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expeditious, O ye meſſengers in SR or. 23. 
. your light boats, to the weſtern 


Ethiopians, to engage them to 
aſſiſt the Jews, and ſecure their 


own country againſt a powerful 


and formidable enemy : they 
have an extenſive tract of coun- 
try, and are a ſ{mooth-ſkinned 


people; from their firſt riſe they 


are a fierce and ſavage nation, 
that have ſubdued and levelled, 
wherever they have come; nei- 
ther do they doubt, but like a 
deluge of waters, they overflow 
all around them, they ſhall be 
victorious ,wherever they wage 
war. 


It may ſeem ſtrange, unac- 3 


countable, almoſt impoſſible, 


that ſo large a body. as the Ethi- 


opians ſhall bring into the field, 
ſhould be conquered by the A, 
Hrians or Chaldeans; yet ſo it 
ſhall happen. And, do you ob- 
ſerve, O all ye people of whate- 
ver nation, and be fully ſatisfied, 
as if you ſaw him ſetting up a 


. ſtandard in the mountains, or 


blowing a trumpet, to convince 
the greateſt multitude, that it is 
the moſt high God, who hath 
brought upon them this remark- 
able defeat, this mighty ruin. 


To this purpoſe, the Lord4 


hath expreſsly declared to me 
his prophet, I ſhall at preſent 
ſeem an unconcerned ſpectator 


of 


If. xviii. 2 


8) 
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ling place, like a 


Sr r. 23. of the caſual events of war; and 


ſuffer my people's enemies to 
prevail over their auxiliary 
troops and triumph, as if I did 
not protect them, nor regard 


the government of the world; 


yet it will be manifeſt, that they 
were ripe for ruin; and that in 
the myſterious courſe of my 


unſearchable providence, I was 
preparing the way for the ſafety 


of the Jews, and for their com- 
plete deſtruction. 

As an approaching harveſt or 
vintage is ſpoiled, by cutting 
down the twigs and larger bran- 
ches with the green grapes grow- 
ing upon them; fo ſhall the 
Hlhiopiaus, when all circumſtan- 

ces ſeemed favourable, and 
their immenſe army to aſcertain 
their ſucceſs, be humbled in 
their pride ; and great and ſmall, 
captains and their bands, fathers 
and their children, be cut off in 
one day of a deciſive battle. 

6 And as the withering bran- 
ches of the vine, with the bun- 
ches of unripe grapes upon them, 
are left in heaps for fowls of the 

mountains, a long time to feed 
upon, or beaſts of the field to 

de- 


u clear heat upon 
herbs, and like a 
cloud of dew: in the 
heat of harveſt. 


5. For afore the 
harveſt when the bud 
is perfect, and the 
ſour grape is ripen- 
ing in the flower, he 
ſhall both cut off the 
ſprigs with pruning 
hooks, and take a- 
way and cut down 
the branches, 


6. They ſhall be 
left together unto the 
fowls of the moun- 
tains, and to the 
beaſts of the earth : 
and the fowls ſhall 
ſummer upon them ; 
and all the beaſts 5 

the 


a Lide a clear heat, this ſimilitude has been explained as fol- 
lows: I will be to my people like the refreſhing ſun-ſhine after 
a drenching ſhower ; but to their enemies, like a ſhower in ex- 
.tremity of heat, which ſerves only to burn up the corn, and 


Fpoil the harveſt. 


S re 2 EC 


„ - E  D SIOT2 


the earth ſhall winter 
upon them. 


7, In that time 
ſhall the preſent be 
brought unto the 
Lo Rp of hoſts, of 
a people ſcattered 
and peeled, and from 
a people terrible 
from their beginning 
hitherto; a nation 
meted out and troden 
under foot ; whoſe 
land the rivers have 
ſpoiled ; to the place 
of the name of the 


Lo xo of hoſts, the 


mount Zion. 
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devour; ſo ſhall the multitudeSzcr.23- 


of unburied Ethiopian carcaſes 
afford abundant food for eagles 
and vultures; large prey for lions 
and leopards, wolves, and tygers. 

After they have undergone 
all theſe calamities and devaſta- 


tions, no inconſiderable number 
from theſe parts, convinced of 


the ſuperior excellence of the 
Jewiſh religion, wearied out 
with oppreſſion. and vexation, 


ſhall unite themſelves with the 


peculiar people, in the worſhip 
and ſervice of the ever-living and 
true God; and bring preſents to 
the temple at Feru/alem, where 
he has placed his ſanctuary, and 
directed the ſolemnities of his 


CHAP, 


homage to be publickly perform-_ 
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42 PaRApB HR AS E on the 


CHAP. XIX.:.. er. XXIV; 
Prophecy of the deſolation of Egypt, which the Jews 


too much relied on, as well as Ethiopia. Its over- 
_ throw repreſented ; and the vanity of idols, The 
* prevalence of domeſtic troubles. Failure in point of 
wiſdom ; and the kingdom divided and moſt grievi- 
oufly: oppreſſed. The rivers no ſecurity. Trade in a 
great meaſure loſt, and the leading people ſo infalu- 
ated, as to effect nothing of any real conſequence, 
Alarmed with the diſtreſs of the land of Judea, 
Numbers of the people to embrace the Jewiſh reli- 
gion. Monuments, altars or pillars ſhould be erefed, 
to hero that God's true worship was ęſtablisbed in 
that country. They Should firſt be corrected and re- th 


N claimed. afterwards highly favoured. - h 
4 | Ul 
7 f ISA. Xix. 1. Is. Kix. 1. A 
i Sr. 24. . H E burden of bre 
| 4 HE following prophecy Egypt: behold On 
1 1 18 replete with the evils the Lo Rb rideth up- bot 
| and calamities that are to befal on a ſwift cloud, and a 
1 the Egyptians : it will be utterly ſhall come into t- * 
| in vain for this people to think 57 et fel e 
þ in vain 1 of Egypt ſhall be 
| of moved 
| : 
1 x Idols, Mr. Farmer ingeniouſly conjeRures, that the idols 
might poſſibly ſuffer ſuch judgments as befel Dagon, Sum. v. z. 
and 4. to determine the great controverſy concerning the claims 
of Jehovah in oppoſition to all elementary and fidereal deities, 
as ſole monarch of the univerſe. T] 
Familiar Spirits, in the original are Ob or Obcth, the belly: 5 . 
the Ixx. renders it ventriloquiſt, or ee who Forage i ;. A 
the belly; but in this Greet paſſage ſgnifies thoſe that He. 108 
out of the earth. Thus the deſpairing Saul ſaid, Seek me a wo- ck 1. 
man that is miſtrefs of , i. e. can divine to me, by means of b ol 
5 5 TN ee ng = y the 
ob, which muſt denote either a ſpirit of divination in general, 0 
or a ſpirit, by which it was believed the could call up the dead. Sh 


The 
Ve 


| Boot of ISatan, 4 209 
moved at his pre- of either reſiſting or eſcaping Sgr. 23. 


2 wa een, the enemies that ſhall attack EO 
iu the mdf of i them ; as if the Almighty Be. : 


ing came riding upon a flying 
cloud, to pour down angelic 
troops from the lofty ſky, to 


ELITES 


4 

| over-run their deſtined land, 4 
; with ſuch impetuoſity and a- £ 
: larming fury ſhall this country * 
5 be invaded, their armies diſper- » 
: ſed, their bulwarks demoliſhed ; 4 
N and their idols, unable to yield ro 
* them the leaſt ſuccour, fall to | 4 
; the ground ; their ſtrength alſo N. 
5 and courage failing them. Is 
wi 2. And I will ſet Their further extreme misfor- 2 "8 
* ine Keitel tune ſhall be the civil broils that 1 

rw, * © ſhall happen among them ; and * 
| very one againſt his be carried to that degree of 3 
of brother, and every frenzy and madneſs, that fellow 
old gr his neigh- citizens, neighbours, and rela- 

our; city againſt _. OS 
up- city, and kingdom tions ſhall imbrue their hands 
eint kingdom. in one another's blood; and be- 
als have in all reſpects as if the 
| be ties of nature, ſociety, and com- 
ovel mon humanity were diſſolved, 
| and the whole community con- 
m ſiſted of barbarians and ſa- 
laims Vages. 


The original ſignifies a bottle, which among the ancients was 


ell ; made of leather, and ſomewhat reſembled a bladder, Fob. xxxix. 
4% 9. And hence ca ne to denote thoſe whoſe belly was diſtended as a 
l bottle, and who were ſuppoſed to deliver oracles from bellies, 
a W 


reckoned ſo ſivelled by a divine aflatus. Thus the word uſed 

| by the Lxx, ſignifies, thoſe who ſpoke with their mouth ſhut, 
nerd ſo as to ſeem to ſpeak out of their bellies. Iſai. xxix. 4. Mr. 
e Fenner en Mir. p. 273. 347+ 479. | 
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A PARAPHRASE: on the 


They who have been remark- 3. And the ſpirit 


: „aw. of Egypt ſhall fail in 
able for their profound know the dd thezeof ; 


ledge and deep penetration, and 1 will deſtro 
ſhall ſhew an extreme deficiency the councel thereo 


, 


as to that wiſdom and under- and they ſhall ſeek 


: 5 Bas: to the idols, and to 
ſtanding, which their diſtreſſed the charmers, and to 


circumitances moſt loudly call them that have fami- 
for: it is the certain appoint- liar ſpirits, and to 
ment of divine providence that be wizards. 

as the effect of their evil coun- 

ſels, they ſhould be deſtitute of 

all proper abilities to contrive 


for their own intereſt and ſafety, 


or adviſe for the ſecurity and 
welfare of the ſtate; their inca- 
pacity and extreme folly ſhall 
be notorious in having recourſe 
to cheats and the vileſt impoſ- 
tors; oracles. for counſel ; ſor- 
cerers to give muttering anſwers 
from their big ſwollen bellies; 
and prognoſticators, pretending 
to ſome curious knowledge of 
things ſecret, hidden, and utter- 
ly uncertain. 


4 The Egyptians ſhall be greatly. 4. And the Egyp- 


diſtreſſed from the time they ny 3 rhe 


ſhall a 


y Lord, in the original it is Lordi, therefore probably to be 


underſtood of the divifion of Egypt into twelve provinces, or 
petty kingdoms, after the death of Seton, who laid heavy ex- 
actions on the poor oppreſſed people. By a fierce king, ſeems 
meant Pſammitichus, who ſubdued them all, and tyrannized over 
the whole land. But ſome underſtand by the cruel Lord, the 
Aſſyrian king. And by the fierce king, Nebuchadneszar king 
of Babylon. © | 
- *Tis generally known of what conſequence the overflowing 
of the Nile was to the fertility of Egypr; a famine was al- 
moſt certain, in that year when it did not deluge the country. 


w 


ntry- 


4 cruel y lord, and a 
fierce king ſhall rule 
over them, ſaith the 
Lo xb, the LORD 


olf hoſts, 


5. And the waters 
ſhall fail from the ſea, 
and the river ſhall be 
waſted and dried up. 


6. And they ſhall 


turn the rivers far a- 


way, and the brook 


of defence ſhall be 


emptied and dried 
up: the reeds and 


flags ſhall wither. 
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ſhall be ſubdued, and their necks SON. 24 


bear a yoke of bondage; their 
governor ſhall uſe his abſolute 


power moſt barbarouſly ; and 


a tyrannical prince, having them 
at his diſpoſal, ſhall oppreſs 
them without any relentings of 
humanity or mercy, faith the 
Supreme Ruler and Univerſal 
Lord. 
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Iſa. xix. 4. 


What muſt farther reduce 5 


them to great extremities, affect 
their commerce, if not produce 
a famine through the whole 
land; there ſhall be a remark- 
able failure of the great waters, 
and the river Nile at ſo low an 
ebb, as to be almoſt dried up. 
Their rulers ſhall not be much 


concerned to ſecure to them the 
natural advantages of their coun- - 


try ; they ſhall therefore divert 
the ſeven ſtreams of the Nile to 
a diſtance from their uſual wa- 


ter- courſes; the largeſt rivers 
alſo which environed their ci- 


ties and fortreſſes, ſhall be al- 
moſt drained to dry ground; 


and the reeds and flags, which 


were ſo many ways uſeful and 


1 beneficial 


Thoſe twelve kings, referred to in the foregoing verſe, are 
ſaid to have drained this river, by means of ſeveral canals, for 
building two large pyramids and a labyrinth, which were after- 
wards reckoned the wonder of the world; alſo for making that 
vaſt lake Moeirs or Meroe, which was three thouſand and fix 


hundred furlongs in compaſs, and conveying waters from the 
Nile into the ſaid lake, 
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SEET.24. beneficial, for want of due moiſ- 
1 ture ſhall droop and wither. 

© Particularly, the reeds which 

grow on the fertile banks of 

the rivers, . of whoſe rind or 

ſkin they made the- valuable 

manufacture paper; and every 

produce whether it was ſown by 

nature, or planted and cultivat- 

ed by art and induſtry, ſhall, 

throughout all parts of this once 

rich and plentiful country, de- 

cline, be ſpoiled, or utterly de- 
ſtroyed. | 

8&9 The fiſhes themſelves, on this 

lamentable occaſion, ſhall ſeem 

to grieve and mourn ; that 1s, 

thoſe ſhall be greatly affected 

and impoveriſhed, who uſed to 

be principally ſupported from 

the watery regions; moreover, 

a moſt beneficial branch of trat- 

fck ſhall be loſt, and materials 

wanting for making yarn and 

fine linen and weaving net- 

works; the dealers therefore 


be in great confuſion, when 


they receive orders that they 

cannot execute, or demands are 
made upon them, which they 
are not able to anſwer. 


10 They will alſo be difappoint- 


ed in their deſigns and expecta- 
tions, and many of them great- 
ly diſtreſſed and ruined, who 
have digged ponds and made 
expenſive ſluices to convey wa- 
ö ter 
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7. The paper reeds 
by the brooks, by 
the mouth of the 
brooks, and every 
thing ſown by the 
brooks ſhall wither, 
be driven away, and 
be no more. | 


8. The fiſhes alſo 
ſhall mourn, and all 
they that caſt angle 
into the brook fhall 
lament, and they that 
ſpread nets upon the 
waters ſhall languiſh. 

9. Moreover, they 
that work in flax, and 
they that weave net- 


works ſhall be con- 


founded, 


10. And they ſhall 
be broken in the pur- 
poſes thereof, all that 
make | ſluices and 


ponds for fiſh, 


$ 


11. Surely the 
princes of . are 
fools, the counſel of 
the wiſe counſellors 
of Pharaoh is become 
brutiſh : how fay ye 
unto Pharoah, I am 
the ſon of the wiſe, 
the ſon of ancient 
kings. 


12. Where are 
they? Where are 
thy wiſe men? and 
let them tell thee 
now, and let them 
know what the Lord 
of hoſts hath purpoſ- 
ed upon Egypt. 
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ter into them, for keeping fiſh, 5E r. 24. 


which are no longer to be 
caught, when the Nile itſelf is 
almoſt drained for other pur- 
poles. 


The whole country will be!" 


reduced by their unadviſed 
ſchemes and extravagant under- 
takings to ſuch inextricable per- 
plexities, that, however conceit- 
ed the princely and noble direc- 
tors may be of their ſuperior 
wiſdom, they may truly be ſaid 
to be the moſt ignorant and ſtu- 
pid; even the advice of the 
king's privy council will be al- 


together void of underſtanding 
and found policy ; fraught with 


the moſt fulſome adulation their 
addreſſes to the throne ; and 
their compliments to themſelves 
utterly void of all modeſty. 


Where are the perſons, O12 


Egyptians, endued with the ex- 
traordinary abilities pretended 
to? In what inſtances for the 
public utility do they diſplay 
them? At this time of danger, 
let the wiſeſt of them, who boaſt 
an inſight into the darkeſt e- 
vents of an hidden futurity, if 
they are any way acquainted, as 
becomes them, declare the real 
ſituation of political affairs, 
what evils and miſeries the Lord 
hath determined to inflict upon 
your prognoſticating country ; 

b 3 and 


If.xix, 10. 
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Sg or. z4. and what expedients are moſt 
—>— likely to prevent them, either to 
Irin. | : ; 
eſcape the threatened ruin, or di- 
vert the impending judgments. 


13 Perſons of the greateſt emi- 
nence, who reſide in the prinei- 


pal ciries are utterly unſkilled in 
the arts of government ; the 
weakeſt politicians they very evi- 
dently are and moſt groſsly 
impoſed on; they have more- 
over by their flattering pro- 
miſes of peace, and idle falſe 
_ predictions ſeduced Egypt ;- and 
prevented the people from pro- 
ſecuting any reaſonable meaſures 


the 


13. Fhe princes of 
Zoan are become 
fools, the princes of 
z Noph are deceived, 
they have alſo ſeduc- 
ed Egypt, even they 
that are the ſtay of 
the tribes thereof, 


for „their ſafety and welfare; . 


from their wrong conduct, who 
ought to have been their firm 
ſupport, the provinces, the 
crown, and the whole kingdom, 
will be the greateſt ſufferers. 

14 As if a cup of ſome mixed 
and intoxicating liquor had been 
given them, which diveſted 
them of their reaſon, and diſ- 
poſed them to be moſt frantic 
any outrageous ; ſuch ſhall be 
the event of divine judgments 
upon their fooliſh and obſtinate 
tempers ; they ſhall pertorm the 
direct contrary of what they in- 

tend 


14. The Lord hath 
mingled a perverfe 
ſpirit in the midſt 
thereof; and they 
have cauſed Egypt 
to err in every work 
thereof, as a drunken 
man ſtaggereth in his 
vomit. | 


z Noph, it is called Moph, Hoſ. ix. 6. Our tranſlators render 
It Memphis, the pyraniids were built near it, agreeable to that 


of the poet; 


Barbara pyramidum fileat miracula Memphis. 
reputed to be the ſame that is now called Grand Cairo. 
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tend, and while they mean the SECT: 24. 


ſafety of the ſtate, haſten on its TY 
ruin; they ſhall act as prepoſ- _ 


1c. Neither ſhall 


there be _ work 
for Egypt, which the 
head or tail, branch 
or ruſh may do. 


16. In that day 


terouſly as the ſtaggering bacha- 
nalian does, who with every 
freſh motion increaſes his giddi- 
neſs, and defiles himſelf with 
the effects of his own intem- 
perance. | 8 
They ſhall be utterly at a loſs s 
to conduct any affairs whatever 
of conſequence; it is the ſame 


- whether they happen to be plac- 


ed in the higheſt department or 
in the loweſt ſtation, are in the 
vigour of youth, or ſtooping 
under the infirmities of declin- 
ing age; nothing ſeems to be 
in their power, either of counſel 
or action, that can be of the 
leaſt benefit. | 
Further, if this effeminate 16 


; ſhall Egypt be like people had reſources and ſuffici- 

10 unto women: and it 0 

aſt ſhall be afraid and ent ftrength, yet they will have 

ey fear, becauſe of the NO heart, nor reſolution to make 

85 thaking of the hand uſe of them; their trembling 

Ik of the Lo RD of. 

5 | N fears and extreme horrors of 

e hoſts, which he ſhak- . 5 

his ein over . mind will indicate, how ſenſible 
they are, that there is the greateſt 
danger; that the hand of heaven 
is againſt them; and as their 

- obſtinate and inflexible anceſtors, 

were, by means of Moſes's 

. ſtretched out arm, at God's com- 


mand, drowned in the returning 


waters of the Red Sea, ſo will 
the divine threat'nings moſt cer- 
B b 4 tainly 


— 
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FECT. 24- tainly be executed upon their 
RE guilty land. | 
TV The Jews alſo, their neigh- 
bouring nations, ſhall, in the 
reports of their conqueſt and 
miſeries from the Aſſyrian army, 
greatly diſtreſs the Egyptians; 
who, ſo long as they are ſubdu- 
ed, can have ſmall ground of 
hope, that they ſhall eſcape: in 
relating what every one daily 
hears, he ſhall be filled with con- 
ſternation and aſtoniſhmeat ; for 
if his own people have ſo highly 


provoked a molt juft and good 


God, that he is determined not 
to ſpare them; what has Egypt, 
the head quarters of idolatry and 


17. And the land 
of Judah ſhall be 2 
terror unto Egypt, a 
every one that mak- 
eth mention thereof 
ſhallbe afraid in him- 
ſelf, becauſe of the 


counſel of the Lo RD 


of hoſts, which he 
hath determined a- 
gainſt it. 


ſuperſtition to apprehend, but 


the moſt heavy indignation? 
18 They ſhall be ſeverely puniſh- 


ed; but when the impenitent 


and incorrigible are ſwept away 


with the beſom of deſtruction, 
ſeveral cities of thoſe who are 
reclaimed, ſhall learn the He- 
brezy language, embrace the Jew- 
7/4, religion, and openly profeſs 
it, as if they were all one peo- 

f ple; 


18. In that day 
ſhall five cities in the 
land of Egypt ſpeak 
the language of Ca- 
naan, and ſwear to 
the Lo RD of hoſts: 
one ſhall be called 
the b city of deſtruc- 
tions 


a Terror, the original ſignifies to move with various turns and 
agitatins in token of joy moſt commonly. 1. Sam. xxx. 16. 
but ſometimes as the effect of ſudden and great fear. Here it 
denotes the occaſion of extreme dread, which fhakes the hearts of 
men, and throws them into violent commotions. 


b Tbe city of Deftruftim. The original ſignifies the city if 


the Sun, i. e. Heliopolis, where a ſpacious temple was erected 
to the honour of the Sun, the principal of the heathen idols. 


19. In that day 
Mall there be an altar 


to the Lo Rb in the 


midſt of the land of 
Egypt, and a pillar 
at the border thereof 
to the Lo Ro. 


20. And it ſhall 
be for a ſign and for 
2 witneſs unto the 
LoRD in the land of 
Egypt: for they 
Wall cry unto the 


Lord, becauſe of the 


oppreſſors, and he 
ſhall ſend them a 
ſaviour, and a great 
one, and he ſhall de- 
liver them, 
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ple; ſome few ſhall continue to SECT. 19 


be idolaters longer than others, 
as if their obſtinacy would never 
leave them; yet in the end, they 
alſo ſhall ſee their error, and 
ſubmit to the convictions of rea- 
ſon in favour of the true and 
heavenly doctrine. 

About the ſame ſhall an altar 19 
be erected in the heart of the 
land of Egypt, and inſcribed to 
the honour of the ever-living 
and true God; likewiſe, a mo- 


nument ſtationed in the outſkirts 


of this country, as a memorial 
of ſome ſignal deliverance. or a 
teſtimony of their eternal alle- 
giance to the ſame Almighty and 
ſupreme Jehovah. 

The pillar or monument that 20 
is raiſed, ſhall be generally un- 
derſtood to denote or atteſt whole 
peculiar people they are, as well 
as the eus, and conformable to 
whoſe inſtitutions, the Egyptians 
alſo perform their ſacrcd exer- 
ciſes; the occaſion of their con- 
verſion will be clearly as fol- 
lows : they ſhall have been moſt 
heavily oppreſſed, and in vain 
implored ſuccour of their idols; 
they ſhall offer up ſupplications 
to the God of Mrael, and he ſhall 
relieve them, ſend them a ſa- 
viour, who ſhall be able and 
willing to redreſs their grievan- 


ces. 
Noble 


If. xix. 19 
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: Sker. 19. Noble and ſublime ideas ſhall 21. And the Lo x 


of the delivered Egyptians by his 
wonderful works of God's ſupre- 
macy of power and all poſſible 
perfection; they ſhall at the ſame 
time be fully convinced, that 
there is none in heaven or earth, 
to be compared with him; they 
mall pay him a correſpondent 


. homage, alſo enter into the moſt 


ſolemn engagements, and ſtrictly 
perform them. | 

As a parent chaſtiſes the ſon 
whom he loves, ſo whenever they 


voluntarily deviate from God's 


laws, he ſhall correct to reform 


them; they ſhall likewiſe, if they 


——— be raiſed in the grateful minds ſhall be known to E- 
gypt, and the Egyp- ' 


tians ſhall know the 
LoRD in that day, 
and ſhall do ſacrifice 
and oblation, yea, 
they ſhall vow a vow 
unto the LoRD and 
perform it. 


22. And the Lo Rx 
ſhall ſmite Egypt: 
he ſhall ſmite and 
heal it; and they 
ſhall return even to 
the Lo Rp, and he 


' repent when they feel his ſtrokes, 1 b 
o early experience his clemency them. f f 
and mercy; if duly ſenſible of [ 
1 their errors and follies, they ſhall J 
3 be perſuaded in humble and pe- : 
164 


23 At the ſame j 


nitent ſupplications, with amend- 
ed lives to return to their duty, 


he will be graciouſly prevailed 
upon to redreſs their public grie- 


vances, and reſtore their peace 
and proſperity. 2 
| joyful time, after 
long and almoſt continual incur- 
ſions and hoſtilities, peace ſhall 
be eſtabliſhed upon a firm and 
laſting foundation betwixt Egypt 
and MHria; their interviews 
ſhall alſo be frequent with one 
another; their correſ| 8 

0 


23. In that day 
ſhall there be a high- 
way out of Egypt to 


Aſſyria, and the Aſ- 


ſyrian ſhall come in- 
to Egypt, and the 
the Egyptian into Aſ- 
ſyria, and the Egyp- 
tians ſhall ſerve with 
the Aſſyrians. 


lay 
gh- 
t to 
Aſ- 
in- 
the 
Aſ- 


yp" 


vith 


24. In that day 
ſhall Iſrael be the 
third with Egypt, 
and with - Aﬀyria, 
even a bleſſing in the 
midſt of the land. 


29. Whom the 
Lo Ro of hoſts ſhall 
bleſs : ſaying, Bleſ- 


od be Egypt my peo- 


ple, and Aſſyria the 
work of my hands, 
and Iſrael mine inhe- 
ritance. 
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of an open and free commerce SR r. 19. 
ſettled, and their intercourſe of 2323 
all kind offices; with ſervants 85 
hired from one nation to perform 
the domeſtic buſineſs, or manual 
labours of another. {4 

The children of Jyael, who 24 
have formerly given occaſion 
to their mutual animoſities and - 
pernicious wars by interchang- 
ably ſoliciting from each of them 
aſſiſtance, ſhall be the happy 
means of reconciling them to 
one another, and cementing them 
in the firmeſt union of recipro- 
cal good affections and endea- 
vours from the common intereſt, 

The conſequence of this?? 
change ſhall be as remarkable 
a difference in the titles given 

and fayours done each of them 
by the great and bleſſed Jehovah; 
he ſhall expreſsly declare, parties 
and diviſions having ſiubſided, 

I now eſteem the Egyptians as 
my people, and am truly diſ- 
poſed to grant them all happineſs 
and proſperity that 1s ſuitable to 
that eminent diſtinction. The 


 Aſſyrians, alſo the creatures of 


my power, and charge of my 
providence, who are converted 
from idolatry to my true wor- 
ſhip, my will is, they ſhould 


enjoy all the invaluable effects 


of their preſent regular courſe of 
virtuous obedience; and as to 


the 
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If, xix. 25 


SECT.23, 


Ifa. xx, 1, 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


Seer:24 the children of Jae, who have 


ſo long bore my name, and been 
my peculiar people, I ſhall al- 


ways expreſs a more than ordi- 


nary regard as a kind of inheri- 


trance. 


Tartan diſpatched by Largon king of Aſſyria to lay 
fiege to Alhdod. The prophet authoriſed to declare 


the captivity of Egypt and Ethiopia. The children 


of Iſrael, in conſequence, blamed for repoſing confi.- 
dence in them, rather than in the name and infinite 


Perfection of the Everliving God. 


RAP. XX. SECT. uu. 


„ < A 

BOU T the time that va- 
rious evils and calamities 

were foretold to happen to the 
Egyptians and Ethiopians, the 
prophet receives ſome particular 
directions as to his behaviour, 
when they ſhould befall them; 
and when Tartan with ſome de- 


- tached troops, ſhould be ſent to 


beſiege Aſbdod, and take that 
ſtrong city; he had moreover, 
expreſs orders from the Almigh- 


ty, ſaying, Unbind and put off 


thy outward prophetic robe, or 
| rough 


ERA 2X; I, 

N the year that 
Tartan came unto 
Aſhdod [whenSargon 
the king of Affyria 
ſent him] and fought 
againſt Aſhdod and 
took it. 

2. At the ſame 
time ſpake the Lo xo 
by Iſaiah, the ſon of 
Amoz, ſaying, Go, 
and looſe the ſack- 
cloth from off thy 
loins, and put off thy 
ſhoe from thy foot : 


and he did ſo, walk- 


ing c naked and bare- 
foot. 


c Naked and barefo2t ſignify only to have a part of the body 
uncovered, to be without a gown or upper garment, conform- 


ably to the cuſtom of the Eaſflern people; alſo of the Romans, 


who 1 
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rough and hairy garment; like- 
wiſe, thy ſhoe from thy foot: 
he accordingly did this, and 
walked up and down in ſome 
ſhort cloſe coat, or mean and 


battered apparel, barefooted, in 


order to be obſerved, and to in- 
timate to the people the diſtreſ- 


ſes that were coming upon them; 


alſo, to excite their curioſity to 
make further enquiry, as to the 


— 


circumſtances. | 

>, And the LoRD 
ſald, like « ſer- . 
„ this head, and the LeRp declar- 
ed naked and bare- ed, my ſervant Jaiab hath in 
foot three e for this unuſual garb, for three years 


a d fign and wonder 
pon Egypt, and u- ſucceſſively, perambulated the 


pon Ethiopia. ſtreets of the city 7 a uſalem, to 
4. So ſhall the king preſignify ſome affecting futuri- 
of Aſſyria lead away ties, and impreſs on the minds 


the Egyptians priſo- = 33 
nens; and the 1h35. of the inhabitants, a deep ſenſe 


pians captives, young Of the miſeries, that ſhall hap- 
and old, naked and pen to- the Egyptians and Ethio- 
barefoot, | _ pians, 


\ 


who, when they went abroad, or made any public appearance, 
wore a long upper garment called in Latin toga. The Greeks 
alſo underſtood the words in this ſenſe. 1 Sam. xix. 24. Mic. 
I. 8. Fohn xxi. 7. 2 Sam. Vi. 20. 


d Sign and wonder, the original Hebrew like the correſpondent 
Greek words, though referred to miraculous works, yet ve 
frequently bear a different application. Oth denotes any Hap? 
or token, Gen. xvii. 11. Exod. xii. 13. Exzek. xx. 12, 20. In 
like manner ſemeion Matt. xxvi. 48. Luke ii. 12. Rom. iv. 11, 
2 Thefſ. iii. 17. Mepheth does not fignify a miracle. Pſal, Ixx. 
7. Exek. xii. 6. Iſai. xx. 3. nor teros in the ſame paſſages of 
the xx. They are both referred to ſuch things as point out or 
agar future events. 1 Kings xiii, 3. 1ſai. viii. 18. xx. 30. 

2ek, xii. 6. IT, xxiv. 24. 27. So are the Greek words, Luke 
xxl. II. 25. Acts ii. 19. Mr. Farmer on Miracles, p. 292. with 
a note of his in the ſame place. ö 
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222 A PaRAPHRASE on the 
Szcr.2.;Þians, on whom they have too barefoot, even with 
much relied : the king of Aſria our 4 8 = 
Ila. xx. z. ſhall carry them both into a ſtate of Egypt. ND 
of captivity, without ſhewing 1 
the leaſt reſpect to age or ſex, 
rank or fortune, and in ſuch 
wretched attire as is hardly ſuf- 
ficient to hide their ſhame, or 
cover their nakedneſs. 
5 Whatever nation, whether 5. And they ſhall 
Feros or others, have raiſed great * NG wei 
expectations from a confederacy dla fie 


; , expectation, and of 
with the vanquiſhed and enſlaved Egypt their glory. 
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1 people of theſe ſubdued coun- 
f tries, ſhall be ſtruck with terror | | 

1 and filled full of confuſion, ſee- . 
if | ing in their ſhuddering and m- | | 
1 glorious perfons and examples fi 
. after what manner they may ex- 0 85 2 


4 pect to be dealt with, if the A, 

Hrians ſhould prevail over them 

1 and once become their maſters. 

q 6 And being thus witneſſes of 6. And che inha- 


the deplorable fate of thoſe on 
whole aid we depended, the in- 
habitants of this country ſhall 
lay, If the AHrians have made 


bitant| of this e 1tle 
ſhall ſay in that day, 


\ Behold ſuch is our 


expectation, whither 
we flee for help to 


an eaſy conqueſt of thoſe mighty be delivered from the 
nations on whoſe numbers and Jug of AY L ay) 
ſtrength we thought we mighgt crepe! 
lately rely, where ſhall we ground 
— 7-1; 9PE 

e Ie, ſo called, probably, not becauſe it was ſurrounded 
with water, but becauſe it bordered on the ſea-coafts. Any large 
concourſe of waters was formerly termed ſea : and that a wil- 
derneſs or defart, not which was over-run with briars and thorns, 
and lay uncultivated, but free from hills or mountains. ; 

Whirlwind of tlie ſouth, the ſame expreſſion occurs Zech. ix- 
Ig. Jeb xxxvii. . | 


Book of ISAIAH. | SY 
hopes that our own caſe will be SR or. 25. 
different, or that we ſhall any Ex 

YL . a. xx. Os 
way eſcape their fury and in- 
humanity ? | 


CHAP. XXL SECT. XXVL 


Deſtruction of Babylon foretold, and in ſtriking lan- 
guage repreſented. Prophecy agaiaſt the inhabitants 
of Damah, not improbably the Edomites. Alſo 
of Arabia from an invaſion of the Aſſyrians. 


Is A. xxi. I. | ESA. t 
1 ee || NO W proceed in the ſpirit Sr or. 26. 
ca. As whirlwinds IL of prophecy to relate the 
in the ſouth paſs heavy judgments that are to be: 
through, ſo it cometh fal Babylon, ſituated on a vide 
from the deſert, from extended plain, like a wilderneſs 
a terrible land. : 

of ſea; whoſe monarchy is a 
moſt. enlarged one, its wealth 
immenſe, and its people moſt 
avaricious, turbulent, and full 
of ambition; yet it ſhall be laid 
waſte as a moſt inhoſpitable and 
barren deſart; as a ſudden and 
unexpected whirlwind in a ſouth- 
ern climate, it rages with the ut- 
moſt impetuoſity and violence, 
and bears down all before it; ſo 
ſhall the grievous calamity I am 
foretelling light upon Babylon, 
proceeding from the countries 
of Media and Perfia, the nor- 
thern parts whereof are waſte. 
and mountainous, and inhabited 
by a moſt fierce and favage 


people 
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A PARAPHRASE on the 


SE Or. 26. people, that will ſtrike terror 


— 
Iſ. xxi. 2 


* whelmin 


caſioned; 


like a furious tempeſt or over- 
hurricane into the 
hearts of the Babylonians. 
Mloſt ſerious and alarming is 
the viſion or prediction diſcover- 
ed to me, and that I am charg- 
ed to declare, there is abundant 
reaſon why the Chaldeans ſhould 
be involved in the greateſt diſ- 
treſſes; they have dealt moſt 
treacherouſly and cruelly ; they 
have plundered, without the 
leaſt pretence to right, or relent- 
ings of humanity or mercy, 
God's peculiar people, when they 
had them in their power : march 
boldly on therefore, O Perſian, 
born in the province of Elam; 
lay fiege, O Mede, to this deſ- 
tined city ; there is a compleat 
end come to all the miſeries, 
groans, and tears ſhe hath. oc- 
the children of I/rael 
ſhall no longer mourn under 
her ſervitude and oppreſſion. 
Though they have uſed my 
countrymen with an extreme 
barbarity, yet being fellow- 
creatures, I cannot but be ſen- 
fibly affected with only a diſ- 
tant proſpect of the tragical 


ſcenes that ſhall befal them; 


how bitterly they ſhall lament, 
and with what unfelt anguiſh 
bewail themſelves, when the 


Medes and Per fians have ſurpriſed 


and 


2. A grievous vi- 
ſion is declared unto 
me, the treacherous 
dealer dealeth trea- 
cherouſly, and the 
ſpoiler frolleth : Go 
up, OElam ; befiege 


O Media; all the 


ſighing thereof have 
I made to ceaſe, 


3. Therefore are 
my loins filled with 
pain, pangs have 
taken hold upon me, 
as the pangs of a wo- 
man that travaileth. 
I was bowed down 
at the hearing of it, 
I was diſmayed at the 
ſeeing of 1 it. 


are 
ich 
ave 
me, 
wo- 
eth. 
"wn 
= 
the 


My heart pant- 
255 fearfalnels af. 
frighted me : the 
night of my plea- 
fire hath he turned 
into fear unto me. 


5, Prepare the 
tible, watch in the 
watch - tower, eat, 


drink: ariſe ve 


princes, and anoint 


the ſhield, 
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and ſacked their city; with SECT-26: 


what throbbing pains, and how 
bowed down, as a woman that 
traveleth is in her extremity; 
when rumours are flying abroad 
that the enemy is in full march 
to attack them; in ſtill greater 


conſternation of tumultuous 
thoughts, when the town 1s ſur- 
rounded; and with what inex- 
preſſible. terror and horror filled, 


when the ſoldiery is with the 


utmoſt fury breaking in upon 
them, levelling their walls, and 
forcing their houſes; eſpecially 
as this diſtraction ſhall be en- 
hanced by happening at a time 
of feſtivity, or in the night, the 
uſua] ſeaſon of a ſecure repoſe 


and refreſhing ſlumbers. 


— 
Ifa, xxi. 4 


O ye devoted Babylonians, 5 
lulled into perfect ſecurity, you 
may be indulging in a moſt 
plentiful and ſplendid entertain- 
ment; not doubting the dili- 
gence of your watch in their du- 
ty ; and their giving timely no- 
tice, if they ſhall obſerve any 
danger; therefore, you may eat, 
drink, and be merry; never- 
theleſs, your mirth and feſtivity 
will ſoon be deatened, O ye ſu- 


f Fearfulneſs, &c. is very probably referred to the perſon of 
bilfhazzar ; and his hearing and ſeeing the hand writing on the 
wall, with the interpretation recorded in Dan. v. 6. The night 
if his pleaſure to his feaſting with his princes and concubines, 
ad blaſpheming the God of Iſrael. 
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— 
If. xxi. 5. 
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A PARAPHRASE on the 
Szcr.26.pine princes, with the alarming 


cry, that this is no time for re- 
vels, but ior engaging the ene- 
my in battle; he is entering 
your city, therefore you mult 
now or never ſtand to your arms 
and el prof of your cou- 


rage. 
6 My prophetic viſion was moſt 


circumſtantial and particular, 
the Almighty enjoined me to 
ſtation a watchman in an high 
tower, who from time to time 
ſhould moſt punctually inform 
me of every thing he could diſ- 
cover that was material. 

The ſame obſerver related, 
that he could from his eminence 
clearly diſcern a chariot drawn 
by horſes, whereupon two men 
rode to guide it, beſides thoſe 
who fat in it; two others, alto, 


one drawn by aſſes, the other by 


cam ls; with a multitude to ac- 
company them; doubtleſs, the 
army of the Medes and Perſians, 
which was in full march, under 


the command of Cyrus and Da- 


rius, in order to invade the Ba- 
Hloniſb empire, and firſt attack 
its ſtrongeſt city; the ſaid centi- 
nel gave diligent attention to be 


acquainted, and ſhewed an ex- 
treme ſolicitude to afford thoſe 


who appointed him, in every reſ- 


pect the ſpeedieſt and beſt intel- 
In 


— 


\. 


6. For thus hath 
the Lo RHD ſaid unto 
me, Go ſet a watch- 
man, let him declare 
what he ſeeth. 


7. And he ſay z 
chariot with a couple 
of horſemen, a cha- 
riot of aſſes, and ; 
chariot of camels; 
and he hearkened di- 
ligently with much 
heed. 


hath 
unto 
atch- 
clare 


ſaw 2 
:ouple 
a cha- 
and 3 
;mels ; 
ned di- 
much 


8. And he cried, a 
lion: My lord, 1 
ſtand continually u- 
pon the watch-tower 
in the day time and 
I am ſet in my ward 
whole nights. 

9. And behold, 
here cometh a cha- 
riot of men, with a 
z couple of horſe- 
men: and he anſwer- 
ed and ſaid, 8 Baby- 
lon is fallen, is fal- 
len; and all the 
graven images of her 
gods he hath broken 
unto the ground. 


10. O my threſh- 
ing and the corn of 
my floor ; that which 
I have heard of the 
Lo Ro of hoſts, the 

God 
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In the nearer approach of this SE Cr. 26. 
mighty force, he himſelf ſeem 2 


ed terrified; and to arouſe the & 9. 


Babylonians to a ſenſe of their 


danger, raiſed his voice to the 


loudeſt pitch, even roared like 
a lion, and declared as follows : 
I am not wanting, either day or 
night, as to a moſt conſtant and 
vigilant attention to my office 
and duty; no one can juſtly 
blame me for indolence or neg- 
ligence. Know then, that a 
chariot of men, with a couple 
of horſemen, come nearer and 
nearer; molt plainly do I per- 


ceive that they are now not far 


from the city; moreover, you 
may be certain of it, for the 
moſt high God hath proclaimed 
the downfal and utter ruin of 
Babylon; it ſhall alto be ſudden, 
and the enemy at one and the 
lame time ſhall triumph over 
her people and her graven i- 
mages, which ſhall be entirely 
demoliſhed. | 


O my dear countrymen, who 10 
as corn is threſhed, have fre- 


quently been very roughly 


handled by this wicked and ty- 


C06 rannical 


Babylon, &c. This prophecy with ſeveral others of Fere- 
mial's I. 2. li. 44, 47. 52. are ſuppoſed to be accomplithed by 
Xerxes's pillaging and deſtroying all the heathen temples at B&- 
bylon in his return from Greece, out of his fiery zeal for the ho- 
nour of the Magian religion and his averſion to the Sabeant, 
who worſhiped God by images, which the Magians had in the 


utmoſt deteſtation. 
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228 A PAR APHRAS E on the 


Sxor. 26. rannical nation, and who at God of Ifrael have! 
—— this time for your ſins lie under declared unto you. 


6 D . the correcting hand of divine 
providence, in a tedious capti- 
«| vity by their means; raiſe up 
| your drooping heads, your re- 
C demption draws nigh ; and what 
5 the Great and Bleſſed God hath 
ti revealed have I diſcovered, nei- 
fo ther ſhall one tittle fail that ſhall 
"1 not in due time be accompliſh- 
4 ed 
4 11 & 12 To preſerve in the minds of 11. The burden of h 
1 the Trachtes,” amidſt all the Dumah he 3 t: 
. changes and revolutions of ee . 8 
i ſtates, an impreſſive ſenſe of the night > Watch- of 
| their ſole dependance on divine man, what of the 
4 providence ; a prophecy follows _— — 5 
of a very affecting nature, re- faid, the morning 
lative to the country of Dumab cometh, and alſo the 
in Arabia, The Idumeans who night if ye will es. 
inhabited Seir uſed frequently _ 5 hs 
do repeat their enquiries of the a 
watchman, ſtationed on an emi- 
nence to give intelligence, what 
x obſervations have you made? 


what have you diſcovered during 
this night of danger, of the ene- 
my's deſigns ? are there any 
hopes that our darkneſs of cares 
and griefs is likely ſoon to iſ- 
ſue in the return of day-light 
and proſperity? To whom the 
watchman ſhall anſwer ſeriouſly, 
the morning begins to dawn, but 
without any proſpect of relief or 


conſ6lation ; the night will 
ſpeedily 


LY * 
" 
R 


1 
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ſpeedily ſucceed it, but nothing Sg or. 25. 
appears but diſtreſs and miſery. FI 

If ye will enquire to any pur- r 
| Poſe, let it be how to be recon- 
ciled to the will and law of the 
Almighty; to return unto him 
in an unfeigned and effectual re- 
pentance, and become united in 
homage and obedience with his 
people and ſervants. | 

13. The burden That the peculiar people may 13 
h upon Arabia, In be further fatisfied, that all na- 
the foreſt in Arabia tions and kindred are ſubject to 


ſhall ye lodge, O ye ; 
2 ne the government of an univerſal 


of Dedanim. providence, protected when they 
| are righteous, and puniſhed 
when wicked and ripe for de- 
{ſtruction ; the prophet in the ſe- 
quel foretels the vindictive evils 
that ſhould be executed upon 
Arabia. O ye deſcendants from 
Dedenim, who travel in great 
companies for the ſake of traf- 
fick and commerce, you ſhall 
be laid under the diſagreeable 
neceſſity of forſaking your gar- 
riſoned towns, and fleeing into 
woods and foreſts, dens and 
caves, for ſafety from the ra- 
- vaging Aſyrians who ſhall invade 
our country. 0 
14. The inhabitants Tou ſhall be truly reduced to 14 
of the land of Tema an extremity of diſtreſs ; and 


brought water to him 
, that C c 3 muſt 


h Upor, the Hebrew Particle Beth is obſerved frequently to 
ſenify againſt, and ſo our tranſlators have rendered it Exod. 


xiv, 25, xx. 16. Numb. Sil. 1. xxiil. 28. 
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Se cr. zb. muſt even want common ſuſte- 
— nance, unleſs your countrymen 


Mixx 1. : 
. of J. ema, who abound not in ſu- 


perfluities, out of meer pity 


and humanity, relieve you in 
your precipitate flight, if they 
are not exceeding ready to fur- 
niſh you with bread and water 
you will ſoon periſh of hunger 
and thirſt, | 
15 This way-faring people ſhall 
not have fled through any 
groundleſs fears or falſe alarms, 
but from viſible imminent dan- 
ger; even from the dread of 
military men, armed witch ſwords, 
flaming drawn ſwords, bent 


bows, and all the rage and hor- 


ror of war and bloodſhed. 
16 & 17 That the prophet hath fore. 
told nothing bur what the Lord 
hath ſignified, therefore ſhall un- 
queſtionably be accompliſhed, 
the preciſe time 1s alſo aſcertain- 
ed, viz, that within one year 
from the date of this piedic- 
tion, as an hireling will not con- 
tinue a day longer with his maſ- 
ter than the expiration of his 
term of ſervice, and the flower 
of the Kederenes ſhall be cut off, 
and their numbers greatly re- 
duced by a terrible ſlaughter of 


thoſe who remain; very few 


ſhall be found of that warlike 


nation than can handle the bow, 
or are fit for bearing arms; for 
the 


that was nts i they 
prevented with their 
bread him that fled, 


15. for they fled 
from the ſwords, 
from the drawn 
ſword, and from the 
bent bow, and from 
the grieviouſneſs of 
war. 


16. For thus hath 
the Lo RD ſaid unto 
me, Within a year, 
according tothe years 
of an hireling, and 
all the glory of Ke- 


dar ſhall fail. 


17. And the reſidue 
of the number of ar- 
chers, the mighty 
men of the children 
of KRedar ſhall be di- 
mintſhed; for tie 
Lo xD God of Iſra:! 
hath ſpoken it. 


the 
anc 


the 
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ey the Lord God of Ifrael hath ex- SE CT. 26 
cir preſsly declared this. 1 
5 f | . THO 
CHAP. XXII. SECT: MANI. a 
Prophecy of judgments that were to befal Jeruſalem and 1 
the land of Judea. Repreſentation of their extreme . 
diſtreſs. Their numbers, yet their great conſterna- 1 
tion. The ſudden flight-: of their princes and cap- i 
fled tains. | They only expoſed themſelves in any efforts I 
rds, for their defence. Invitation to repentance, in order by 
gry to avert public calamity, This and other divine me- | 1 
= naces derided, therefore, they would fall with doubled is 
s of weight. 1. 15. | i 
Is A. XXII. 1. ISA. xxii. . SECT. 29. 0 
188 — 4 FF HE moſt ſignal and diſtin- I. xii. 1. i 
bah vifion, what ailetn „ guiſhing advantages and - bk 
e thee now, that thou privileges are not always duly 1 
. art OY Hm up improved; the prophet there- 1 
cars Po? fore foretels very heavy judg- | 
oY ments that were to happen to 
25 that people amongſt whom 
ſidue God's temple ſtood, and who 
f ar- had been favoured with ſo ma- 
gity ny viſions and revelations. What 
e di- is the reaſon, O inhabitants of 
the Feruſalem, that inſtead of arm- 
ral ing as uſual in ſuch emergencies, 


your courage fails, and you are 
fled to the houſe- tops? | 
G6 The 


Burden, this prophecy does not ſeem fully accompliſhed in 
the invaſion by Senacherib, therefore may probably denote that, 
and alſo the utter ſubverſion of the Fewi/h ſtate, deſtruction of 
the city and captivity of the people by Nebuchadnezzar, 


A PARAPHRASE on 
The change is moſt aſtoniſn- 


_— — —_— 58 £ 
IT Ing, that you, who were fo po- 


pulous and full of commotion 
upon buſineſs or pleaſure, tu- 
multuous allo and clamorous, 
Joyful, fearleſs, courageous, 
ſhould become incapable of ſo- 
ber wiſe counſel, and reſolute, 
vigorous action; your ſlain men 
have not fallen, as might hap- 
pen to the braveſt, by the ſword 
of the enemy, in the uncertain 


event of war, but as over-come 


with fears, and thunderſtruck 
with terror and amazement. 

3 Your princes and leaders, 
whom no danger for your ſup- 
port and defence ſhould affright, 
have baſely deſerted you, and are 
fled from mere timidity and cow- 
ardice: they are quick purſued, 
over-taken, and bound by the 
archers to go into captivity; all 
that are found in your city, and 
from different parts have taken 
refuge within your walls, ſhall 
in like manner be loaded with 
chains. 

4 I could not but bitterly con- 
dole this univerſal appearance of 
horror and diſtraction; and re- 
queſt that I might not be inter- 
rupted; the occaſion is really 
ſhocking: I muſt with cries and 
tears lament the diſmal ſtate of 
my dear country-men; I am 
greatly afflicted, as a moſt af- 


fectionate 


— 


the 
2, Thou that art 
full of ſtirs, a tumul- 
tuous city, a joyous 
city: thy ſlain men 
are not ſlain with the 
ſword, nor dead in 
battle. | 


3. All thy rulers 
are fled together, 
they are bound by 
the archers : all that 


are found in thee are 


bound together, which 


have fled from far. 


4. Therefore ſaid 


I, look a way from 


me, I will weep 
bitterly, labour not 
to comfort me ; be- 
cauſe of the ſpoiling 
of the daughter of 
my people. 


ſaid 


from 


weep 
not 

be- 
iling 
r of 


5. For it is a day 
of trouble, and of 
treading down, and 
of perplexity by the 
Lo RD Gop of hoſts 


in the valley of vi- 


ton, of breaking 


down the walls, and 


of crying to the 
mountains. f a 


6. And Elam bore 
the quiver, with cha- 


riots of men and 


horſemen, and Kir 
uncovered the k ſhield 
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fectionate daughter for her in- Sxor. 29. 
adminiſter no 


dulgent father: 
conſolation, there is no room, 
the caſe is deſperate, the ruin ir- 
retrievable. 

The ſeaſon 1s truly in all pub- 
lic reſpects a moſt calamitous 
one: hark! how the enemy is 
ſhouting for victory, and ſtorm- 
ing the city; ſee! how they 
trample under foot the walls of 
houſes; and the wretched in- 
habitants, having incenſed the 
Almighty, and perverted his fa- 
vours cauſed him to withdraw 
his protection, run about the 
ſtreets, where plunder, maſſacres 
and murder reign, in all the hor- 
rors of deſpair; flee to the hills, 
wiſh them to fall on and hide 
them ; raiſe up loud and moſt 
lamentable ſhrieks and cries 
that reach to, and re-echo fro 
the mountains. „ 

They might be reaſonably ap- 
prehenſive, from only natural 
cauſes, of the fatal effects of 
this moſt formidable expedition; 
the active part of the adverſary 
is the moſt accompliſhed in all 
military abilities; the cavalry 


wa) 


conſiſts of Perfians from Elam, 


who are famed for their ſkill 


in 


' k Shield, in times of peace ſhields were uſually wrapt up to 
preſerve them from ruſting ; and uncovered on the day of battle, 
fo as to glitter in the ſun. | | 


234 A PARAPHRAS E or the 
SET. 29. in archery, and for troops of 
F horſemen that accompany the 
cChariots; the infantry of Medes 
from Kr, renowned for their 
dexterity in fighting with ſword 


and target. 3 
| 7. a+ it ſhall 


7&8 O thou privileged, pleaſant, 
| and happy Place, ed thou 
known thy happineſs, how diſ- 
mally wilt thou be changed ! thy 
fertile and moſt delighttul vales, 
oliveyards and vineyards, gar- 


come to paſs that 

thy choiceſt valleys 

ſhall be full of chari- 
ots, and the horfe- 

men ſhall ſet them- 

ſelves in ar rey at the 
atèe. 


dens and orchards, ſhall be o- 8. And he diſco- 
verſpread with chariots for _ T0 e 

. nd O u a » an Ou 
blocking up thy city; and the 2 lock in that 


horſemen ſtationed there for put- 


n $M; day to the armour of c 
ting themſelves in readineſs for the houfe of the t 
a direct aſſault on thy gates, foreſt. ? 


And it will be very evident 

what 7udab regarded as his laſt 

reſource, and haſted to as his 

chief confidence to preſerve or 

deliver him from this threaten- 

ing calamity. Inſtead of deter- 

mining your utmoſt attention, 
with repentance and purpoſes of 

future obedience, to the Su- 

preme Jehovah to help you, 

you thoughts will be employed 

and your truſt fixed on your 

armory, grand magazine, and 

houſe i the foreft built by 

king Solomon. 

9 The Eternal and Almighty e eee 
Being ought to be principally the city of David, 
depended on; and as common dd they are many: 
prudence directed, you might 7 F675 


gether the waters of 
have the lower pool. 


10. And ye have 
numbred the houſes 
of Jeruſalem, and 
the houſes have ye 
broken down to for- 


tify the wall. 


11. Ye made alſo 
a ditch between the 
two walls, for the 
water of the old 
pool; but ye have 
not looked unto the 
maker thereof, nei- 


ther had reſpect to 


him that faſhioned it 
long ago. 
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prepared in other reſpects for SECT.27. 
your ſecurity ; the latter of theſe > 


you have done; and upon re- 
ceiving intelligence of the march 
of your enemy, taken careful 


ſurveys of the out-works, to re- 


pair the breaches in the walls of 
the inner city; further, that they 
may not be ſupplied with water, 
nor you diſtreſſed for the want 
of that uſeful element; you have 


collected into one reſervoir, all 
that the loweſt pool contained. 


That in caſe of a ſiege, there 10 


may be a ſufficient quantity of 

roviſions, and that you may 
e what numbers there are 
able to bear arms, and what that 


would be uſeleſs, you have very 


prudently taken a regiſter of the 
ſeveral families in your city; 
you have alſo wiſely pulled down 
the houſes in the ſuburbs that 
were ready to fall, or that might 
afford ſhelter to the enemy, with 
the materials thereof to ſtrength- 
en or repair the city walls. 
You h 
creetly, in making a pond or 
receptacle betwixt the two walls 
for ſecuring to your own uſe the 
water of the old or upper pool; 
that which was infinitely more 
important, you have too much 
neglected ; and what would have 
ſecured you effectually againſt 
all imaginable danger; your 
thoughts 


ave moreover acted diſ- 11 


1f, xxii. . 
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SECT.27. thoughts have been intent and 
I buſy upon external meaſures, but 
you have forgotten him, who a- 
lone can ſucceed them; andwho 
conſtituted your city and temple 
an habitation for his holineſs; 
neither expreſſed a becoming re- 
gard for him, who by the Lind 
diſpoſitions of his providence 
long ago, raiſed you to a very 
high degree of pre-eminence and 
ſplendour. TY 
12 & 13 The calamitous ſtate of the 
Fewiſh public affairs at that time 
ſuggeſted very ſerious reflections 
and conſiderations; the LoRD 
by his prophet, had alſo warned 
them of impending judgments; 
and moſt affectionately exhorted 
to avert them, by a ſpeedy and 
effectual repentance. Faſts had 
been appointed, that they might 
expreſs in the ſtrongeſt terms, a 
moſt paſſionate concern for their 
former miſcarriages, ſhed tears, 
ſhave their heads, and put on 
ſackcloth, omitting no tokens 
that might ſhew, contrition, and 
confirm their purpoſes of a fu- 
ture reformation; but they act 
the very reverſe, and devote 
themſelves entirely to mirth and 
feſtivity. In ſo many words de- 
claring, Life is ſhort and utterly 
precarious; death is often ſudden 
and unexpected: let us there- 
fore, before we are called to leave 
this world, make the moft of 
It'S 
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12, And in that 
day did the Lo xD 
Gop of hoſts call to 
weeping and to 
mourning, and to 
baldneſs, and to 
girding with ſack- 
cloth. 

13. And behold 
Joy and gladneſs, 
ſlay ing oxen, andkill- 
ing ſheep, eating 
fleſh, and drinking 
wine: let us eat and 
drink for to-morrow 


we ſhall die, 


. 
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its uncertain advantages, and if, Se cr. 27. F 

as the holy man hath foretold, —v— A 

II. Xxii. 13 5 

the enemy may probably deſtroy” i 

us all to-morrow ; let us render | 

to day all that is poſſible, com- - 

7 fortable and chearful. fl 

is. any it was An unpardonable temerity 14 * 

3 > Loxp and incorrigible wickedneſs ap- 1 

of hoſts, ſurely this Pear, in thus making a mock of | bis 

iniquity ſhall not be ſin, and ſcoffing at the moſt ſo- Fl 

purged from you, jemn threatnings ; therefore, I b 

till ye die, ſaith the | % 
LozpGop of hoſts. am fully aſſured, by the Lord il 
F | of hoſts ſhall not be atoned, but 1 
A —_ | ſhall in the iflue be fatal; and * 
0 vengeance quick purſue the guilty is 
0 to the end of their days: this 1 
= dreadful doom a moſt righteous bh. 
" God hath -pronounced, and it " 
A ſhall certainly be executed, 1 
s, | | 4 
Il- tf 
ng ty 
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| CH A P. XXII. 2 8 E C1. XXIII. 


Shebna the treaſurer threatned ; his ambition and lofty 
fepulchre : notwithſtanding a ſumptuous monument to 
perpetuate the memory of his greatneſs, he was to be 
carried into captivity in a foreign country. He waz 
Shortly to be depoſed, and Eliakim to ſucceed him, 
who would do honour to his prince, important ſervice 
to his country, and protect his friends aud relations. 


T5. 40 the end. 

„% AF11. 1.5 8x6. Is A. XXII. Is, 
S:cr.28.F F AVING diſpatched ſeveral 3 e the 
ee, redictions, reſpecting th 33 
Ifa. xxiii. . Preaieiigons, R ng che Go get thee unto this 
I; & 16 ublic ſtate of Judah and Feruſa- | treaſurer, even unto 
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72. I ſhall now relate an awful 
meſſage I am charged with, 


touching a private perſon, but 


placed in one of the higheſt offi- 
ces; concerning whom, the great 
and mighty God, hath com- 
manded me as follows: with all 
imaginable freedom do thou vi- 
ſit the exalted wicked man Sheb- 
na, who is Lord high ſteward of 
the kings houſhold, and aſk him 
ſeriouſly, what poſſeſſion, kin- 
dred, or connection haſt thou in 


the land of Judea, that thou art 
providing for thy remains, fo 


permanent. 


Shebna, which is over 
the houſe, and ſay, 


What haſt thou here ? 


and whom haſt thou 
here? that thou haſt 
hewed thee out a ſe- 
pulchre here, as he 
that heweth him out 
a ſepulchre on high, 
and that graveth an 
habitation for himſelf 
in a rock? 


| Treaſurer, &c. in the original ſignifies a magazine, flore- 
houſe, or city, where proviſions are laid up; denotes the perſon 


who preſides over manages, and diſpenſes them; directing what in 


point of quality or quantity ſhall be laid in, and what taken 


out and uſed. 


ore 
fon 
t in 
ken 


17. Behold, the 
Lo RD will carry 


thee away with a 


mighty captivity, and 
will ſurely cover 


ee, 


18. He will ſurely 
violently turn and 
toſs thee, like a ball 
into a large country, 
there ſhalt thou die, 
and there the chariots 
of thy glory hall be 


the ſhame of thy 


lord's houſe, 


nificent tomb? what noble 


tain to live and die in Jeruſalem, 


ſtately palaces and princely mo- 


where thou ſhalt live and die 
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permanent a reſidence and mi SECT. 28. 
3 41 4 Iſa. xiii. 
mily, or royal lineage art thou 16 
ſprung from, that thou are cer- 


and not he removed from thy 
lippery ſituation; nor, as is 
foretold of the whole nation, be 
carried into captivity: erecting 


ET £ _ N > = 
— = 2 - SIRESD A. 23 — 
* * 72 


— 


numents, by no means became 
perſons upon ſuch precarious 
foundations. 

Little art thou apprized, vain 1 
man! what unſteady fluctuating 
things all human honours are; 
and how ſported with, the ex- 
travagant deſigns of ambitious 
mortals, by an all- ruling Provi- 
dence ! thy fond hopes are flat- 
tering thee, that thy mountain 
ſtands ſtrong, but the Almigh 
will undeceive and fhortly diſ- 
patch thee, as a moſt deſpicable 
and miſerable flave, into ſome 
obſcure part of a foreign land; 
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neglected and forgotten, or re- 
ceive a capital ſentence, and be 
buried ak contempt and inſult. 
Thou ſhalt be driven within 18 
the ſpacious dominions of ſome 
mighty monarch, from one reſt- 
leſs and unſettled ſtate to ano- 
ther : like a tennis-ball, thrown 
by a ſtrong arm, with the great- 
eſt force, on a wide extended 
plain, 


240 . 
Sx cſr. 28. plain, there is nothing to retard 


1 X 
18 
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its motion, but -it flies with im- 
petuoſity to a conſiderable diſ- 
tance; ſo ſhall thou be toſſed 


from place to place, till at 


length thou ſhalt reſign thy 
breath, not at Jeruſalem, but in 
a ſtrange land ; and all thy for- 


mer pomp and pride only re- 


dound to the diſhonour of thy 
lord and maſter, who was ſo 
weak as to beſtow his diſtin- 
guiſhing favours upon a moſt 


undeſerving and worthleſs object. 


Fq, 20, & From the partiality of thy 


2 


prince, thou mayeſt eſteem thy 
ſelf firmly eſtabliſhed in thy pre- 
ſent department, yet it is the will 
of the ſovereign Lord, that as 
the firſt ſtep to thy downiall, 
thou ſhall be degraded from it 
to a lower ſtation ; and at the 
ſame time that thou religneſt, 
ſhall Eliatim, the ſon of Hlikiab 
be promoted, and diſtinguiſhed 
with the robes, which are pecu- 
liar. to perſons in that exalted 
office; the adminiſtration ſhall 


be veſted in his hands, and he 


| ſhall prove himſelf deſerving of 


a ſtation of the higheſt rank and 


character; he ſhall on all occa- 


ſions ſhew the genuine ſpirit of 
true patriotiſm, that the honour 
of his prince, and welfare of his 
country are inſeparable, and ex- 
quiſitely dear to him; and he 

ſhall 


19. And I will 
drive thee from thy 
ftation, and from th 
ſtate ſhall he pull thee 
down. 

20. And it ſhall 
come to paſs in that 
day, that I will call 


my ſervant Eliakim 


the ſon of Hilkiah, 

21. And I will 
clothe him with thy 
robe, and ſtrength- 
en him with thy gir- 
dle, and I will com- 
mit thy government 
into his hand, and he 
ſhall be a father to 
the inhabitants of Je- 


ruſalem, and to the 


houſe of Judah, 


. wu 5 & xz 1 
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ſhall- be continually growing ins zer. 28. 


their confidence, eſteem, and 21 


22; And the key 


of the houſe of Da- 


vid will 1 lay upon 


his ſhoulder, ſo he 
ſhall open and none 


affection. 

The king only ſhall be above 22 
him in authority, for managing 
the moſt weighty affairs of ſtate; 
and at his pleaſure, conformably 


hall ſhut; and he to the dictates of wiſdom, di- 
* ſhut, and Hogue recting all the political en Vibe 
e in the glittering circle of the 


23. And I will 


faſten him as a nail 
in a ſure place; and 
he ſhall be for a glo- 
rious throne to his 
father's houſe. 


24. And they ſhall 
bang on him all the 

glory of his father's 
houſe, the offspring 
and the iſſue, all veſ- 
ſels of ſmall quanti- 
ty ; from the veſſels 
of cups, even to all 
the veſſels of flagons. 


Vol. I. 


without his 


Lraelitiſb court; nothing ſhall 
be done in the government 
advice, nothing 
that is contradictory to his 1 in- 
ſtructions. 

Acting invariably, as is equal 
and merciful, he ſhall not be 
fo liable as Sh:bna was to be diſ- 
placed; as a nail by which 
ſomething is immoveably fixed 


in a wall or polt, ſo firmly will 


I eſtabliſh him in the royal fa- 
vour : owing to his influence, 
his family and all his kindred 
mall live in affluence and ſplen- 
dour, like 0 many petty princes. 


His friends and relatives with 24 


their families ſhall depend upon 
him for employments and emo- 
luments ; to his favour and in- 
tereſt ſhall they owe whatever 
places of honour and profit 
they enjoy ; neither ſhall he 
promote thoſe only who are reſ- 
pectable and honourable, but 
make ſuitable proviſion for thoſe 
of a lower order, and in a mean- 


Dd er 


d 
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dent and regular induſtry they 
may raiſe themſelves. | 
25 At the ſame time, ſaith the great 


and all- diſcerning Deity, that 
Eliakim is thus highly exalted 
and immoveably fixed, ſhall 
Shebna, who, like a nail in a 
ſure place, was ſeated on the 
boſom of the king, and on whom 
the weight of government de- 
volved, ſhall be deprived of 
his lord's confidence, and fee at 


once all that numerous train of 


court favourites and flatterers, 
that raiſed expectation from his 
influence and importance, de- 
ſert him, or fall with him as 


leaves in autumn, and all their 


hopes periſh. 


25. In that day, 
faith the Lo RD of 
hofts, ſhall the nail 
that is faſtened in the 
ſure place be remoy- 
ed; and be cut and 


fall; and the burden 


that was upon it ſhall 


be cut off, for the 


Lord hath ſpoken it. 


Z 
N The ruin denounced of the mercantile and wealthy city 
v. Tyre. Jts enormous pride and luxury. Its deſola- 
nd tion to continue twenty years. Afterwards to reco- 
_ ver its former greatneſs and ſplendour ; and with its 
5 wealth and power anſwer uſeful and beneficial pur- 


Is A. xxiii, I. 
HE m burden of 
Tyre. Howl 
ye ſhips of Tarſhifh, 
for it is laid waſte, 
ſo that there is no 
houſe, no entering 
in : from the land of 
Chittim it is reveal- 
ed to them, 
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poſes for God's glory. 


Is A. xxiii. 1. 
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N the courſe of my predic- 
tions, as inſtructed by x SE CT.29. 


diſcover events of a very inte- 


reſting and ſerious nature, reſ- 


pecting the city Tyre, O ye 
mariners, whoſe veſſels are laden 
with wares from Tarſbiſb to this 
late grand mart, lament your 


great misfortune, for your trad- 
ing thither is no more; your 
merchandiſe left there is ſunk 
and loſt, and the town itſelf 


laid in ruins; its houſes that 
uſed to entertain ſtrangers are 
demoliſhed, and its harbour 


blocked up or deſtroyed ; as 


you muſt have heard on the 
road, from the people of Ch:t- 
D d 2 | tim, 


k This prophecy does not ſeem ſo probably to have been ac- 
compliſhed by the Afſiyrians, nor by Alexander the great, as by 
AP, Nevuchadnezzar king of Babylon, See Ege. xxvi. 2. Joel. iii 4. 


Almighty, I ſhall now, inti-Ifa, xxiii. 
mates the prophet, proceed to 


244 
Sr or. 29. Him, who are well acquainted 
— — 
Iſa. xxiii. 
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with the rueful ſtory. 

Far from eyer boaſting, O 
ye ſeafaring inhabitants of this 
rich and populous iſland, of 


immenſe opulence and invin- 


eible ſtrength, be ſilent, aſham- 


ed and confounded ; you whom 
Zidoniau merchants have furniſh- 


ed from beyond the fea with all 


the moſt profitable branches of 
forcign and domeitic commerce. 


3 And by means of your navi- 


gation over the ocean have 1m- 
ported the produce of Sibor, 
with various fruits, corn and 


flax, which Egypt in plenty 


yielded; the rich crops on the 
fertile banks of the river Mie 


ſupported and maintained her 
as to proviſions of all kinds, in 


afluence and ſplendour ; and 
-people of 'all nations reſorted to 


her as their grand mart for car- 
rying on a moſt extenſive and 
beneficial trade. np 


4 Be thou, O Zidon the mother 
of Tyre, in the utmoſt diſorder 
and confuſion, for thy diſap- 
pointment muſt be truly great 


and vexatious of any ſuccour 
or advantage from thy colony, 
which proves utterly unable to 
preſerve and defend itſelf; and 
ſoon after it may expect to 
fall into the ſame deſolation: 
the maritime power of the great- 

ts . eſt 


2. Be ſtill, ye in- 
habitants of the iſle, 
thou whom the mer- 
chants of Zidon that 
paſs over the ſea have 
repleniſhed. 


3. And by great 


waters the ſeed of 


Sihor, the harveſt of 


the river is her re- 


venue, and ſhe is 2 
mart of nations. 


4. Be thou afham- 
ed, O Zidon! for 
the ſea hath ſpoken, 
even the ſtrength of 
the ſea, ſaying, I 
travel not, nor bring 
forth children, net- 
ther do I nouriſh up 

oung men, nor 
Leng up virgins. 


2 — — - 


rel 
C01 
Fer 
bei 
yes 
ma; 
had 
gre: 
by ; 
prin 
240 
ſalen 
U Hi, 
ſhips 
ter o 
and! 
of th 


6 Boo of IS ATA H. „„ 
eſt ſtrength,” which was built on SE Or. 29. 
a rock, ſurrounded with water, SZ? 


in- | OST a ao AI: xxl 
le, and commanded the ſea, hath 
er- | as follows declared, T am 'be- 
_ reaved, as if T had never had 
any, of mine offspring; as to 
any relief or aſſiſtance from 
ſons and daughters, it is the 
ſame with me, as if none had 
been delivered from my womb, 
or hung at my breaſt, engaged 
ret my tender 'care, and' as they 
| of grew up been inſtructed in li- 
ſt of beral arts, or ſtrengthened with 
Si 5 manly exerciſes. . 
5. As at 5 report Not leſs alarmed and perplexed 5 
5 bee e ſhall the neighbouring nations 
ſhall they be ſorely 2 i 5 | 
rained at the n re- be at the intelligence of the ter- 
port of Tyre. rible fate of. Tyre, than they 
| were in ancient times with the 
N | overthrow of the Egyptians in 
Rae oO 
n Report of Tyre, Nebuchadnezzar in the 21ſt year of his 
reign, according to the Zewiſh account, - Which was the 19th ac- 
cording to the Babyloniſu, and the 2d. from the deſtruction of 
1 Jeruſalem, came again into Syria, and laid fiege to Tyre, Ithobal 
F for being the king of that city, which found him hard work for 13 
RTE years together, it being ſo long before he could make himſelf 
th of maſter of the place; for it was a ſtrong and wealthy city, which 
ag had never as yet ſubmitted to any foreign empire, __ was in 
bring great fame in thoſe days for its traffick and merchandiſe, where- 
nei⸗ by ſeveral of its inhabitants had made themſelves as great as 


riſh up W princes in riches and ſplendour.” It was built by the Zrdonians 
785 240 years before the building of the temple of Salomon at Feru- 
Ta, ſalem ; for Zidon being then conquered and taken by the Phi- 
„ines of Aftalon, many of the inhabitants eſcaping them in their 
ſips, built Tyre, and it was called by the prophet, the daugh- 
ter of Zidon, but it ſoon out- grew its mother in largeneſs, riches 
and power, and was thereby enabled to withſtand the power 
of this mighty king, to whom all the eaſt had then ſubmitted, 
EN Prid. Conn, v. I. p. 88. 
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SE or. 29. the Red Sea, or than they here- 


after ſhall be in hearing of their 
deſtruction. by the Chaldeans. 

6 If it be in your power, do 
you, as moſt prudent, remove 
your families and effects to Tar- 


iſh, where, if you renew not 


your commerce- with your old 
correſpondents, you may yet 
expect an hoſpitable reception 
and entertainment: O ye Ty- 
rians, inhabitants of this now, 
alas ! deſolate iſland, mourn and 
moſt bitterly lament your hard 
fate, | 

7 O ye gay and vain people, 
1s all your delicacy, ſplendour, 
and pleaſure come to this ? you 
boaſted of a very early antiquity, 
and a long ſeries of uninterrupt- 
ed proſperity, was your city 
therefore liable to no danger ? 
Alas, you who travelled the 


land in pompous carriages, or- 
ſailed the ocean in ſtately ſhips, 


ſhall be reduced to wander on 
foot, as fugitives from or val- 


ſals to your enemies, in foreign 


lands. 1 


8&9 Such an event may be reck- 


oned truly extraordinary and 
unthought of before it happen- 


ed, what cauſes that are ade- 


quate to it can be aſſigned ? 
What enterprizing man would 
form a plan for ſurprizing ſuch 
a city, or have. hardineſs e- 

| nough 


6. Paſs ye over to 
Tarſhiſh, howl ye 
inhabitants of the iſle, 


7. Is this your 
joyous city, whoſe 
antiquity is of anci- 
ent days? her own 
feet ſhall carry her 
a far off to ſojourn, 


8, Who hath ta- 
ken this counſel a- 
gainſt Tyre, the 
crowning city whoſe 
merchants are prin- 
ces, whoſe traffick- 


ers are the honoura- - 


ble of the earth ? 
9. The Lo xD of 
hoſts hath purpoſed 


it, 


1 ta- 
a- 
the 
choſe 
prin- 
ffick- 


our at 


? 

'p of 

poſed 
it, 


it, to ſtain the pride 


of all glory, and to 
bring into contempt 
all the honourable of 
the earth. 


10. Paſs through 
land as a river, 
daughter of Thar- 
ſhiſh: there is no 
more ſtrength, 


11, He ftretched 
out his hand over the 
ſea, he ſhook the 
kingdoms ; the Lord 
bath given a com- 
mandment againſt the 
merchant city, to 
deſttoy the ſtrong 
holds thereef. 


- 
7 


ſuccour for Tyre, but make the 


nobles or princes? Wonder 


race can vye with them, the 


are, when they come to contend 
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nough to execute it? that a-SER Cr. 29. 
dorns her merchants with ſuch 4-v—L 

wealth and magnificence, that lia ii. 

they live in as much affluence, 

and appear in as much ſtate as 


not at this! if none of human 


Lord of hoſts with infinite eaſe 


can undertake to reduce them; | | 


and it is owing to his determi- 
nation, that they are utterly de- 
graded ; their boundleſs arro- 
gance abaſed; and it clearly 
ſhewed, how poor and deſpicable 
the greateſt lords of this world 


with him. 
This being the real ſtate of 10 
the caſe, and the ruin therefore 
unavoidable, be admoniſhed, O 
ye mariners and merchants be- 
longing to Tarſhiſh, expect no 


utmoſt haſte out of her; and a- 
void all delays, like a river de- 
ſcending with the utmoſt rapi- 
dity, to tranſport yourſelves to 
your native country ; ſhe has 
no reſources, but is utterly un- 
able to defend herſelf. 

*Tis abſolutely impoſſible for 11 
any you. on earth to reſcue 
her from deſtruction, for the 
Almighty and Supreme Be- 
ing hath ſtretched out his arm 
over the iſlands of the ſea, with 

Dda4 — i 
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SECT.29-a premeditated ſtroke to {mite 
EN and utterly overthrow: them: 
A. XXIII 

11 Tyre and Zidon with the parts 
| adjacent are laid in ruins, by the 
enemies he hath diſpatched a- 

gainſt them; they have a divine 
warrant for her deſtruction, 
therefore whatever ſhe would 
confide in muſt necefſarily fail 

_ y 3 

He hath pee declared And he faid, 
to the Zidonians, O ye people Thon ſhalt no mor 
who have ſo long indulged in ne 1 
- preſſed virgin, daugh- 

eaſe and pleaſure, and never ter of Zidon : ariſe, 
yet ſubmitted to the iron hand paſs over to Chittim, 


| of tyrannical oppreſſion, you there alſo ſhalt thoy 

C ſhall now, with all your af- 5 

" fence, beauty, and delicacy, 

a be ſubdued, and ſuffer extreme- ' 

4 ly,, as. well as your neighbours 

5 the Hrians, from an © hoſtile 

. force; nor ſhall you very ſoon, 

0 if ever, be reſtored to your ſtare 

0 of wealth and power, dignity 

L ahd glory. Ariſe immediately, 5 
1 and make the! utmoſt haſte for 5 
1 ſhelter. to (Hittim; alas]! you c 
K will not be long arrived thither, 0 
0 before you are purſued and « 
. overtaken ec 8 1 e ene- R 
5 3 0) e, 33 K 
| That ſo ancient and; powerful 115. kg ines re f 
| 923 at preſent ſo proſperous and ans, this people wa l 


flouriſhing a city thould be con- not il the Aſſyrian 
quered, may ſeem to you im- founded it for 11 
6 poſſible ; to convince! you of that dwell in the 


wilderneſs : they ſet 
your miſtaken vain ane upthe towers theres, 8 
you . they 1 


au) 

1% 4 

% 
if 
I 
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they raiſed up the you need only to recolle& what SE r. 29. 
E thereof; and has happened to other commu- r 
he brought it to run. Fern ws Ifa. 

1 nities; particularly, to the A 13. 
Hrian nation, who could boaſt 
an earlier antiquity and greater 
ſtrength, yet at laſt are ſubdued 
by the Badbylonians : who can af- | 
terwards be furpriſed if Tyre | 
and Zidon, when both the A- | 1 
rians and Babylonians join to at- | 


XX1}1, 


id, tack them, are forced to ſurren- 
8 der: the Chaldeans were once in b 
LY a low eſtate, ſcarce reckoned a ö 
iſe, people, and lived in tents deſti- | 
th | tute of any ſettled reſt ; the, j 
mY Alſyrians united them in one bo- 1 
dy politic, founded their em- 1 
pire, built their fortified towns, | 
and raiſed their ſtately palaces, 4 
who at length made their foun- i 
ders tributaries, took from them i 
Nineveh, and transferred to them- |. 
ſelves. „ | hi 
of Kahl, Ge delt O ye ſhips of Tarſhiſh, in1425-16, : 
ſtrength is laid waſte. bitter ſtrains de lore your la- 4 
15. And it thall mentable ſtate, the loſs of your 2 
come to pals in that commerce and ruin of your har- = 
i, thn Te all dern, whence you were fo great 1 
ty years, according ly enriched; It ſhall happen, if 
to the days of one when this prophecy is accom- 0 
. ̃ Pigs thus, Tyre. for enemy | 
Halde. Tyre fing as an Kar- years ſhall be deſolate, and not i 
le was lot. | trafficked 9 
ſyrian | | | | bi 
them o Seventy years, the ſame number with that of the Fewiſh cap- al 
n the tivity, and to be computed from the time that Nebuckadnezzar | 
55 carried that people to Babylon, unto the deſtruction of that city, ; 

they 


| 

ii 
by the Medes and Perſinas. | 5 i 

[ 

| 
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A PARAPHEASE on the 


Sx or. 29. trafficked with, during the pe- 
— riod of time, determined for one 


Iſa. xx 
16 


ul. Kingdom to laſt; it ſhall be re- 
built at the complete end of p ſweet melody, fing 


theſe years, and again be ena- 
bled to embark in mercantile 
affairs: as harlots ſing and ſport 
to allure young men void of 
underſtanding, into their fatal 
ſhares; ſo ſhall this city, once 
reſtored to its priſtine ſtate, with 
all flattering ſpeeches invite the 
neighbouring nations, again to 
viſit and deal in her merchan- 


diſe. As the proſtitute to reco- 


ver her former dupes, perambu- 
lates the ſtreets, playing and ſing- 


ing; and provides ſcenes of 


mirth and gallantry; by the like 
wicked arts will you allure and 
engage your former cuſtomers to 
return to their uſual commerce 
and traffick with you. It 1s 
alſo certain, that when ſeventy 
years are expired, the ſupreme 
Being, in his infinite goodneſs, 
ſhall reſtore this ancient city to 
a ſtate of proſperity, and it ſhall, 
as it uſed to do, proſecute its 
advantages of trade : the harlot's 
abode is not more open to all, 
than her warehouſes ſhall be 

| em- 


p Sweet Melody, &c. may denote thoſe feſtivals, whereby one 


16. Take an harp, 


go about the cit 
ou harlot that bel 
been forgotten, make 


ſongs, that 


many 6 
re- 


thou maye 
membered, 

17. And it ſhall 
come to paſs after the 
end of ſeventy years, 
that the Lord will 
viſit Tyre, and ſhe 
ſhall turn to her hire, 
and ſhall commit for- 
nication with all the 
kingdoms of the 


world upon the face 


of the earth. 


nation ufually invites another, to form acquaintances and cor- 
reſpondences. Tyre is repreſented as famous. Ezek. xxvi. 13. 
I will cauſe the noiſe of thy ſongs to ceaſe, and the ſormd of thy harps 
ſhall be no more heard- Chap. alfo xxvili. 13. 
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employed for obtaining unjuſt Sz er.29. 

gain, by the moſt fraudalent oo 

proceedings, with all nations 17 
| and people of the known world, 
18. And her mer- Nothing can excuſe any crimi- 18 


chandice and her hire 
ſhall be d holineſs to 
the Lo RD; it ſhall 
not be treaſured nor 
laid up, for her mer- 
chandice ſhall be for 
them that dwell be- 


nal art, but are they not extenu- 


ated, that the Tyrians ſhall de- 


vote to ſacred and charitable 
uſes, conſiderable ſhares of their 
commercial profits; and ſhall 


fore the the LoxD, r not confine in the . hoards of 

to eat ſufficiently; avarice either for themſelves 

and for durable or poſterity, thoſe uſeleſs heaps ; 

FR from that quarter ſhall the mi- 
niſter of the ſanctuary be plenti- 
fully fupported; and from volun- 
tary contributions the prieſthood 
be decently and comfortably 
cloathed, 


q Holineſs, &c. ſeems an alluſions to the engraving on the 
high prieft's frontlet. Exod. xxviii. 36. Zeck. xiv, 20. 

r To eat ſufficiently, &c. It is very juſtly obſerved Tſai. lxi. 8. 
I the Lord love judgment, I hate robbery for burnt offering. 1 ſhould 
be ſorry to think, that charitable and pious uſes ſhould be con- 
hdered as atonements for and encouragers of iniquity. I can- 
not at the ſame time ſee any reaſon, that they thould be con- 
ſtituted a kind of common place jeſts. There can ſurely be no 
crime in devoting to them, ſome ſmall ſhare of an overgrown 
fortune, honeſtly gotten ; and where it was not, it is as well for 
it to do good as evil, to ſave life as to deſtroy to deſtroy it, by 
rioting and drunkenneſs, chambering and wantonneſs, ſtrife and 
envy. | f 


CHAP: 


1 
| 
' — 
1 
"© 


2 A ParRaPHRASE en the 


CHAP. XXIV. SECT. xxx. 


Large and comprebenſive devaſtation threatened : its 
terrible effetts on all ages, ſexes, and conditions » 
the people. The earth itſelf, repreſented as defiled, 
and rendered barren and unfruitſul by prevailing 
_ abominations. The vintage to fail; the comforts of 
life to be embittered ; and the utmoſt hagpock and 
diſorder reign in cities and towns. 


ISA. xxiv. 5 Is A. xxiv. 1. 


SET. 30.) 18 not only againſt par- E HO LD, the 
| C 5 S no 7 Par Lo xp maketh 


133 ticulars that T am au- e earth empty, and 
thorized, ſaith the prophet, to maketh it waſte, and 
denounce judgments, to arouſe turneth it upſide 
them if poſſible to repentance, Ty 1 
but the world in general, which tants thereof. ; 
groans under the intolerable bur- 
den of ungodly ſinners; which 
the offended majeſty will relieve, 
by ſtripping it of thoſe beauries 
and emptying it of thoſe bleſ- 
fings which have been fo long 


perverted ; by rendering it deſo- | 1 
late, giving its affairs a different 1 by 
aſpect, and diſperſing its people tr 
to remote regions. 55 5 c 
2 In this general confuſion or 2. And it ſhall be 0 


devaſtation, no reſpect of per- as with the people, 


fons ſhall be ſhewed; nor in fo with the prieſt, as 
with the ſervant, ſo 


this grand cataſtrophe indivi- With his matter; as 
duals ſpared on account of any with the maid, fo 
differences in their ſexes, ages or with her miſtreſs; 


conditions; a ſtation, the moſt 4 with the buyer, ſo ter 
with the ſeller; as "8 


ſacred ſhall not protect; the with the lender, fo alt 
greateſt with 


with the borrower; 
as with the taker of 
uſury, ſo with the 
giver of uſury to him. 


3. The land ſhall © 


be utterly s emptied, 
and utterly ſpoiled ; 
for the Toca hath 
ſpoken this word, 


4. The earth mourn- 
eth and fadeth away, 
the haughty people 
of the earth do lan- 
ouh., 


5. The earth alſo 


is defiled under the 
inhabitants thereof, 
becauſe they have 
tranſgreſſed e a 
changed the ordi- 
nance; broken the e- 
verlaſting covenant. 


ters and their ſervants, high and 
low, rich and poor, ſhall be in- 
volved in one promiſcuous and 


veſted of their inhabitants, and 


thoſe who dwell upon it, fade 
like withered plants, droop as 


tent and arrogant, appear viſi- 


ſleep, for as thoſe who touch an 
unclean thing are legally pollut- 
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greateſt multitude of riches ex- SE or. zo. 
empt, nor the loweſt degree of OL 

3 3 If. xxiv. 2. 
meanneſs and littleneſs be over- 


looked; prieſts and people, maſ- 


of univerſal ruin. 

The awful affair is aſcertained, 3 
for the Almighty Being hath de- 
clared, that conſiderable parts 
of this whole land, ſhall be di- 


exhibit only ſcenes of an' en- 

tire devaſtation. | 

The earth itſelf, as in weeds4 
of mourning, will wear a moſt 

diſmal and ſorrowful hue; and 


ſcorched graſs : the moſt po- 


bly to be conflicting with neceſ- 
ſities and diſtreſſes that abſorb 
their ſpirits, | 

The wrath of heaven mult bes 


awakened, nor vengeance always 


ed, ſo may the earth be truly 
ſaid to be defiled and generally 
contaminated by the execrable 
crimes that are avowedly com- 
mitted ; 


s Emptied, a ſimilar prophecy Fer. xxv. 9. The haughty, li- 
terally rendered it is, the height of the people do languiſh, which 
has been referred to the Feu, whoſe ſpiritual privileges ex- 
alted them above all other people. a 
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If. xxiv. 


. PARAPHRASE en the 
SECT.30. mitted; it is not only the law of 


nature that heathens have infring- 


'ed; but the moral and poſitive 


precepts of their holy religion 


that the peculiar people have 


utterly neglected, and violated 


the ſolemn engagement entered 


into with Abraham and his ſeed, 


to be for ever binding. 


6 Conſequently, the divine in- 


7 & 8 


dignation denounced againſt the 
rebellion of vice and wickednels, 


and imprecated by themſelves in 


caſe of their diſobedience, upon 
the Iſraelites; ſhall fall heavy to 
conſume the earth, and deprive 
them who inhabit it, of all peace 
and ſafety, ſatisfaction and hap- 


6. Therefore hath 


the t curſe devoured 
the earth, and they 
that dwell therein 
are deſolate ; there- 
the inhabitants of the 
earth are burned, and 
few men left, 


pineſs ; the vengeance ſhall rage 


to that degree, as to leave a 


very inconſiderable number, that 


are not entirely deſtroyed. 
Thoſe who were devoted to 
mirth and pleaſure, ſhall lament 
the want of that noble juice that 
uſed to cheer their hearts; the 
vintage is too deficient for their 
indulgence, in exhilerating pota- 


tions; and as to the charms of 


muſic they ſhall be converted 
into a moſt gloomy melancholy. 
Their ſpirits ſhall too much 
flag to accompany their feſtivals 
and revellings with ſprightly 
ſongs of intemperate mirth ; and 
if their houſes are not —_ 
- O 


t Curſe, &c. ſee Deut. xxvii. 26. 


7. The new wine 
mourneth, the vine 
languiſheth, all the 
merry hearted do 
ſigh. 

8. The mirth of 
tabrets ceaſeth, the 
noiſe of them that 
rejoice, endeth; the 
Joy of the harp ceaſ- 
eth. 5 

9. They ſhall not 


drink wine with a 
ſong, ſtrong drink 


ſhall be bitter to them 


that drink it. 


2 „„ A 


f 
left 
the 
w it. 


10. The city of 
confuſion is broken 


down, every houſe 
is ſhut up, that no 
man can come in. 


11. There is a 

ing for wine in 
the ſtreets, all joy is 
darkened, the mirth 
of the land is gone. 


12. In che city is 
left deſolation, and 
the gate is ſmitten 
with deſtruction. 
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of intoxicating liquors, yet their SECT. 26. 


hearts ſhall be too full of grief 
and anguiſh to reliſh or enjoy 
them. | | 

The largeſt viſible breaches 10 
ſhall be made in the walls of this 
once ſplendid city, now plainly 
devoted to diſorder and confu- 
ſion; and the inlets into all hou- 
ſes, ſhall be ſo blocked up by 
their own heaps of ruin, that 
there will be no more going out 
or coming into them. 

The ftreets ſhall moreover be 11 
full of popular clamours, that 
there is no wine to exhilerate 
their dooping ſpirits, and give 
a momentary relief from their 
load of miſery; the calamity of 
the times is ſuch, and the thick 
cloud of obſcurity, that not a 
ſingle ray of light or joy can 
penetrate them; the whole 
wretched country is abandoned 
as to every ſmile of pleaſure, or 
emotion of mirth and gatety. 

The city itſelf conſiſts only 12 
of empty and forſaken houſes; 
and the gates, that uſed to be 
frequented with the greateſt con- 


courſes of people, bears the 


ſtrongeſt marks and moſt dread- 
ful ſtrokes of an exterminating 
deſtruction. | 


CHAP. 
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236 4 PARAPHRASH 0h the 


ERAP XXIV. SHCT. Xxxft. 


A remnant preſerved from the epidemical devaſtation, 
Their grateful acknowledgments for the deliverance 
general but not uni ver ſal; ſome of the peculiur people 

_ exceptions, whoſe unworthy returns the prophet muſt 
pathetically deplores, and apprebends, may be a fore- 
runner of ſome further judgments, that might be ex- 
pected to be exceeding grievous. 13. to the end. 


. Is A. xxiv. 13. Is A. XXIV, 13. 
Fror. 31. HEN the diſmalleſt W HEN thus it 
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— 5 ſcenes of horror and the midſt of the End 


mag 9 deſolation ſhall reign, as has among the people; 
been foretold, amongſt Jews and there ſhall be as the 
other nations, they ſhall not be OR . ” _ 
ſo univerſal, but there ſhall be rapes ts 
a number who are neither car- the vintage is done. 
ried down with the torrent of 
vice nor of deſtruction. It ſhall 
be truly a ſmall one, like a few 
olives left in the higheſt bunches 
of a tree, after the fruit has been 
gathered; or the gleaning of ſome - 
branches of grapes, which in the 
general vintage, have eſcaped the 
reaper; but ſuch a remnant 
there ſhall be, for in the midſt 
of judgment, God remembereth 
mercy... | = | 
14 & 15 With hearts full of joy and 14. They ſhall lift 
gratitude, they ſhall to the ut- up their voice, they 
moſt pitch exalt their voices to 9 fin ed 3 1 
celebrate God's praiſes, that they OT all pls 1 
have been ſo wonderfully pre- from the ſea. 
| ſerved, 


=” — 


111 
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7 
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E ORE OI 


all lift 
, they 
e Ma- 
,ORD, 

aloud 


16. From the ut- 
termoſt part of the 
earth have we heard 
ſongs; even glory to 
the righteous : but. J 


ſaid, my leanneſs, 


my leanneſs, wo unto 
me: the treacherous 
dealers have dealt 
treacherouſly, yeathe 
treacherous dealers 
have dealt very trea- 
cherouſly, 


Vor. I. 
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ſerved, in the midſt of a moſt SE r. 31. 
crooked and perverſe generation, 
that were ripe for ruin, and over- ; 

whelmed with irremediable de- 


ſtruction ; ſing to. the honour of 
his ſupreme Majeſty, whoſe 


goodneſs is boundleſs ; repoſe in 
his immutable attributes an ab- 
ſolute confidence : though you 


are not yet delivered from the 


ſcorching flames of great tribu- 
lation, yet hope and truſt in him, 


who 1s the living and true God, 
to whatever iſlands, obſcure cor- 


ners, or remote countries you 
happen to be diſperſed. | 
The event is indubitably cer- 16 


tain, and the joyful time com- 
ing, when we, God's peculiar 


people, ſhall hear his praiſes 


celebrated, from the moſt dil- 
tant regions of this habitable 


world; in all places they ſhall 
aſcribe exalted dignity and ever- 


laſting dominion to a moſt juſt 


and faithful Deity, who hath at 


length redeemed multitudes of 


poor captives of almoſt nations, 


from the cruel bondage of their 
proud and tyrannical oppreſſors. 
Yet, on this moſt delightful oc- 
caſton, I am grieved to find 


ſome remains of ingratitude and 


1mpenitency ; therefore, obnoxi- 
ouſneſs to further calamities, 
in my own people, the inſincere 
and hypocritical in our own bo- 


ſom, and treacherous dealers 


Ee with 


. 
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22 A PARAPHB ASE on the 


Sect.3t.with God, notwithſtanding all 
3 — his mercies continue unreclaim- 
A. XXIV. 1 2 {, : 
16 ed; rather increaſe unto more 
ungodlineſs, and greater preva- 


rications with the laws of virtue 
and piety. 


17 & 18 They will therefore be in- 


volved in a ſucceſſion and great 
diverſity of calamities, that can- 
not poſſibly all of them be 
eſcaped; they will be ſurpriſed 
by one evil, or another inevita- 
bly over-take them ; fall by this 
ſtratagem, or periſh by that vi- 
olence; for as the windows of 
heaven were once opened, to 
pour down vengeance on ante- 
diluvian ſinners, and overwhelm 
the cities of Sodom and Go- 
morrah; the earth ſhook with 
convullive throws, and a molt 
dreadful cataſtrophe enſued ; fo 
certain and irreparable muſt. be 
their ruin, from whom univer- 
{al nature has revolted, and both 


heaven and earth are as 1t were, 


armed to puniſh. 
19 As if the foundation gave 
way, and the whole fabrick of 
this earth was breaking down, and 
in the utmoſt violent commotion 


or agitation, the moſt powerful 
| ſtates 


17. u Fear and the 
pit, and the ſnare are 
upon thee, O inha- 
bitant of the earth, 

18. And it ſhall 
come to paſs, that he 
who fleeth from the 
noiſe of the fear, ſhall 
fall into the pit ; and 
he that cameth up out 
of the midſt of the pit 
ſhall be taken in the 
ſnare; for the win- 


dows from on high 


are open, and the 
foundations of the 


earth do ſhake. 


109. The earth is 
utterly broken down, 
the earth is clean diſ- 
ſolved, the earth 1s 
moved exceedingly. 


u Fear, c. The hunting of wild beaſts ſeems here referred 


to; they are firſt arouſed from their dens by the hallo ing of 


puntſmen, and the cry of dogs: they are frighted ſo as to flee, 
and ſall into ſome pit that was digged for them; or if they 
eſcape that diſaſter, they are taken in ſnares and tolls that are 


fet for them, 


2 
be 
as p 
ther 
ſhall 
priſe 
man 
vitite 


* 
ſuch 
table 


ch is 
own, 
1 diſ- 
th 18 
gly. 


bow 
ng ot 
}] flee, 
they 
>t are 


20. The earth ſnall 
reel to and fro like a 
drunkard, and ſhall 
be removed like a 
cottage,andthe tranſ- 
greſſion thereof ſhall 


be heavy upon it, and 


it ſhall fall, and not 
tiſe again. 


21. And it ſhall 
come to paſs in that 
day, that the Lord 
ſhall puniſh tHe hoſt 
of the high ones that 
are on high, and the 
kings of the earth 
upon the earth. 


22. And they ſhall 
be gathered together 
as priſoners are ga- 
thered in the pit, and 
ſhall be ſhut up in the 
priſon, and after w 
many days ſhall be 
vifited. 8 


N. 


3 
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verted; as if the whole globe 
was in a ſtaggering condition, 
towns and cities ſhall not know 
in their extreme diſtreſs, whither 
to betake themlelves for ſhelter 
as refuge; like a ſhepherd's 


tent or traveller's lodge, they 


ſhall be removed, and the heavy 


load of their abominations ſhall 


fall upon the ungodly, and ſink 
them into the abyſs of ruin and 
miſery. 
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ſtates and kingdoms ſhall be ſub- SE Sr. 31. 


— —— 


Iſa. xxiv. 


19 & 20 


Their exalted ſtations ſhall be 21 


no ſecurity to the wicked great ; 


though no mortal could, the moſt 


high God will call them to an ac- 
count ; and inflict deſerved judg- 
ments on mighty princes, with 
their ſurrounding guards: who 
would be ſtiled kings of kings; 
who tyrannized over the inferior 
orders as of a ſpecies beneath 
them, and treated petty rulers, as 
having in compariſon with their 
thrones above the ſtars, their 
ſeats on the ground. 

It ſhall happen to theſe auguſt 
lords of the earth, as to offenders 


againſt the laws of their country: 


they are gathered together from 


different parts, to one common 


place of confinement againſt the 


Ee 2 day 


After many, &c. Origin underſtood this obſcure paſſage in 
ſuch an enlarged meaning, as to found on it, that very chari- 


le opinion, that a time ſhall come when Satan him elf ſhall 


be 
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 SECT.31.day of trial; fo ſhall a ſafe cuſ- 
— 


Iſa. xxiv. tody be appointed them, for a 


1 long time to remain in, till they 
ſhall be viſited and produced. 

23 Anexemplary vengeance ſhall 
be allo executed on theſe enemies 
of God's people; and afterwards 
he ſhall ſhine out in ſuch robes 
of clemency and mercy, as will 
dazzle the ſun and moon for ra- 
diancy and glory: he ſhall go- 
vern on his holy hill, and in his 
favourite city, with ſuch beauty 
and magnificence as to be in the 


higheſt degree admired and adored 


by men of all ranks, ages and 


ſtations. 


the 


23. Then the moon 
ſhall be confounded, 
and the ſun aſhamed, 
when the Lord of hoſts 
ſhall reign in mount 
Zion, and in Jeruſa- 
lem, and before his 
ancients gloriouſſy. 


be ſaved; and delivered from the exquiſite torments of the 
burning lake. Priſon denotes a place of cloſe continement, 
from whence there is no eſcaping ; the Radix ſignifying to ſe- 
cure an houſe by ſhutting the door, or city by clofing the gates, 
ſo as to hinder any one from either going out or coming in, 


Gen. xix. 6. Foſh. vi. 1. 


CHAP. 


the 


nt, 


ſe- 


es, 
in. 


exalt thee; I will 
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CHAP. XXV. SECT. XXXII. 


aſtoniſhing predictions in due courſe to be accompliſhed. 
The divine juſtice and ſupremacy conſpicuous in the 
deſolation of cities and mighty kingdoms. His good- 
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A pſalm or hymn of praiſe and thankſgiving : the moſt 


neſs alſo, in the ſupport of the deſtitute, and reſtraint 


of their enemies. Future glorious times foretold, and 
an extraordinary feſtival. Death to be ſcallotwed 


up in viftory, the patient and reſigned not in vain to 


expe? the performance of God's promiſes : their ad- 
verſaries to be ſubdued, even their ſtrongeſt fortreſſes 
demoliſhed. HE. 


Is A. xxv. 1. | Isa. Xxv. 1. 
er Cannot but be greatly affected 
f with my prophetick repreſen- 


OS 


praiſe thy name, for 
thou haſt done won- 
derful things 3 thy 
counſels of old are 


tations of the divine dealing 


SE CT. 32. 
_— 
If. xxv. I. 


with mankind, and would ſhew - 


as follows, the impreſſive grate- 


faltkfulneſs and truth. ful ſenſe Ientertain of the Maker, 


Lord and Creator of the univerſe. 
My relation to thee, infinite Ma- 
jeſty, I eſteem my utmoſt glory 
andfelicity: thine attributes tranſ- 
cend every thing I can conceive 
or expreſs: yet will I aſcribe 
to thee, whatever my nobleſt 
thoughts ſuggeſt, of beauty, luſ- 
tre and glory ; thy moral per- 
fections throughout all ages have 
been diſplayed, thy truth and 
faithfulneſs manifeſt in thy laws 


and the diſpenſations of thy pro- 


vidence. 
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In ſome future wars, agree- 
- able to the prophetick language, 
there ſhall be aſtoniſhing Jeval- 
tations ; flouriſhing towns depo- 
pulated and fortified, ſeemingly 
impregnable cities reduced to an 
phea of aſhes: ſplendid ſeats of 
noble foreigners demoliſhed, and 
royal palaces ſo laid waſte as pro- 
bably never to riſe out of their 


the 


2. For thou ta} 
made of a city an 
heap ; of a defenced 
city a ruin; a palace 
of ſtrangers to be no 
city, it ſhall never be 
built, 

3. Therefore ſhall 
the ſtrong people glo- 
rify thee, the city of 
the terrible nations 


ſhall fear ee, 


ruins : amidſt theſe overthrows, 


combuſtions, and viciſſitudes, 
the mightieſt of the human race 
muſt own themſelves to be but 
vanity, and aſcribe ſtability, 
greatneſs and glory to him only, 
who 1s ſupreme over all. The 
moſt formidable and powerful of 


manxind, ſpectators of divine 


judgments, ſhall humble them- 
ſelves to the duſt, and confeſs 
bow utterly unable all men are, 
ſhould they join in confederacies, 
and put on the molt terrible al- 
pects to withſtand the ſtrokes of 
his arm of omnipotence, or deli- 
ver from his hand of vengeance. 
4 The diſplays, O tremendous 
majeſty, of thy juſtice have been 
conſpicuous in humbling the 
proud and mighty: and they 
have been illuſtrioufly glorious 
in defending the weak and help- 
lets : thy power has firmly ſup- 
ported them under the heavic{t 
afflictions: when tempeſts have 
raged, thy Providence has pre- 
ſerved 


4. For thou ff 
been a ftrength to th: 
poor, a ſtrength to 
the needy in bits diſ. 
treſs, a refuge from 
the ſtorm, a *thadon 
from the heat, when 
the blaſt of the terti- 
ble ones is as a ſtorm 
againſt the wall. 
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5 x Thou ſhall 
bring down the noiſe 
of ſtrangers, as the 
heat in a dry place ; 
even the heat with 
the ſhadow ofa cloud: 
the branch of the ter- 
rible ones ſhall be 
brought low. 6 


6. And in this 
mountain ſhall the 
Lord of hoſts make 
uito all peopley a 
feaft of fat things, a 
feaſt of wines on the 
lees; of fat things 
full of marrow, of 
wines on the lees 
well refined. 


the intenſeſt heat: hurricanes 
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ſerved them; and the ſhadow of SE r. 32. 


thy wings ſkreened them from 


have threatened to batter down 


their walls, and have ſhaken the 


Iſa. xxv. 4. 


foundation of their buildings, 


but thy voice has ſtilled their 
noiſe and broken their violence. 


A timely and effectual ſtops 


ſhall be put to the triumphs of 


heathensover thy peculiar people, 


and their tumults and outrages 
be bid to ceaſe: as the ſultry 
beams in ſome barren wilderneſs 
are prevented in their otherwiſe 


fatal effects on ſome weary tra- 


veller, by an intervening cloud, 
ſhady tree or refreſhing ſtream , 
ſo ſheltered ſhall thy children be 
from thoſe who rife up againſt 
them. 8 


In thoſe auſpicious days, I am 5 


further to declare, that the great 


Lord of heaven and earth ſhall 


be gracioully pleaſed to make a 


molt ſplendid feaſt upon this 
mountain, where the- city of 


Jeruſalem and the temple ſtand, 
Ee-4 of 


x Thou ſhalt bring down, &c. Some render, the ſong, or the 


triumph of the terrible ones ſhall be brought low. 

y A feaſt, &c. This has been interpreted of the great ſupper 
mentioned, Luke xiv. 16. and the marriage feaft, Matt. xx11. 30. 
thatis, as alluding to the unſpeakable privileges of the goſpel 
diſpenſation. Others underſtand it of heavenly happineſs, Joy 
and glory. The *deliverance of the Fews Hans Senacherib s 
army, and from the Babyloniſh captivity were ſignal favours, 
but 1t is queſtioned whether they anfwer every particular of this 
grand deſcription, | | 


264 A PARAPHRASE en the 
SECT.32.0f the richeſt food: both Jews 


FE and Gentiles will be invited, and 5 
the entertainment conſiſt of the | : 
choiceft delicacies, with refined 3 
and pure beverage, old and j 
ſtrong wine. | 2 

Buy this remarkable event, the 7. And he willde. , 
world ſhall be favoured with ſome ſtroy in this moun- 
tain the face of the 
ſignal advantages; their gloomy covering caſt overall 
and melancholy apprehenſions i in people, and the veil 
ſacred matters ſhall be diſperſed; that is ſpread overall 
and the thick veil of blindneſs nations. 
and ignorance, which has long 
over ſpread their minds be re- 
moved. | | 
Like that military force which 8. He will ſwal. 
is ſwallowed up in a compleat . 1 
victory, it never more alarms: will wipe away tears | 
there ſhall be ſuch diſcoveries at from off all faces, and Wk 
this time, of life and immortality, 3's gee 5 peo- = 
as will effectually diveſt death of Hm bike cant atr 
all its horrors : as a tender and for the Lord hath ſpo- him 
affectionate mother wipes away ken it. es 
thetears from her weeping infant, 
ſo will a good God free his peo- 
ple trom troubles and diſtreſſes; 
from the reproaches alſo thrown 
on them, and ill- uſage they have 
met with in all places and ages, 
from men of the world and ſons 
of earth ; for this his prophet 1s 
warranted exprefly to declare. 71 
Upon ſpre: 
2 Covering, &c, Some think, ſignifies the face- cl 1 pon 
the dead: others ſuppoſe the cuſtom of covering the faces of 2 
condemned malefactors referred to. The apoſtle applics the Moat 


next verſe to. the re ſurrection of the juſt, 1 Cor. xv. 54. Mad 
| called 
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4 And it ſhall be Upon the memorable occaſions: CT.32* 
fad in imat de; LO of this glorious, day, it ſhall be =. 
tris is our God, ve the humble andgrateful language * 
have waited for him, 
he will faveus: this Of the peculiar people; let all 
15 2 * have men pours my a _ m4 whom 
weten io 21m, We we worthip, lerve and rely upon; 
will be glad and re- N 
2 1 on. and how fully ſuccour may be 

| expected in all emergencies from 
his favourable regard; we have 
depended on foreign, aids, they 
have deceived us; we have hoped 
and patiently waited for divine 
deliverance z we are not diſap- 
pointed, but have abundant oc- 
caſion to rejoice in our ſafety 
and felicity, with joy unſpeak- 
| able and full of glory. | 
10. For in this The univerſe of being is „% 
mountains ſhall the care of heaven and providence, 
hand of the Lord reſt, but, as if the ſanctuar = 
and Moab ſhall be y at Jeru 
«trodden down under ſalem was the eſpecial charge and 
him, even as ſtraw is reſidence of the moſt high God, 
e We forthe this holy mountain is diſtin- 

1 guiſned with an extroardinary 
vigilance, protection and bene- 
volence: as to their avowed 
enemies the Moabites, they ſhall 
be utterly ſubdued ; that they 
can never more diſtreſs them; 
even humbled into the loweſt 

| | ſtate of contempt and abhorrence. 

11. And he ſhall As a ſwimmer ſtretcheth out rr 
ſpread forth his hands his body on the waters, and | 

8 + gently 


2 Trodden, ſome render threſh:d, By accordingly read, and 
Moab fhall be threſhed under him, even as ſtraw is threſhed in 
Motmenah, underſtanding by MADMEN 1 85 a city of Mo AB, 
called by this name, Fer, xIviil. 2, 
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SE Cr. 32. 


— 
Iſa. xxv. 


11 


12 
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gently ſpreads his arms to make 
them divide, and afford him a 
quick and eaſy paſſage; ſo ſhall 
the ſupreme and eternal God of 


Iſrael, without a poſſibility in 


this great and mighty nation to 


oppoſe his pleaſure, execute his 


judgments, humble their utmoſt 
arrogance ; and wreſt out of 
their hands the wealth they have 


acquired by rapine and violence. 
The fortified town, with the 
lofty citadel, invironed with the 


ſtrongeſt walls ſhall be no ſecu- 
rity : in the aſſaults of omnipo- 
tence, they ſhall preſently give 
way, be brought down and laid 
very low, levelled with the 


ground, and crumble into duſt, 


with the 


the 
in the midſt of them, 
as he that ſwimmeth 
ſpreadeth forth his 
hands to ſwim : ang 
he ſhall bring down 
their pride, together 
ſpoils of 
their hands. 


12. And the for- 
treſs of the high fort 
of thy walls ſhall he 
bring down, lay low, 
and bring to the 
ground even to the 
duſt. 7 


CHAP. 
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C HAF. NXVL - SECT. SME 


Song of thankſgiving to be uſed when the abovemen- 
tioned prediftions were accompliſhed. Jeruſalem 
under the divine protection abſolutely impregnable. 

Its gates to be wide opened to the reformed Jews re- 
turning from captivity. Perfect ſafety the effect of 
religious reliance and regular obedience. Not to be 
affetted, reſpecting the pooreſt of God's ſervants by 
the proudeſt tyragt. Their conduct approved by an 
All-perfef# Deity. Under his correcting hand they 
had not in vain expected relief from his goodneſs and 

mercy. The divine favour the moſt defirable and 

0 important of all things. The greateſt bleſſings ſome- 

times ineffectual, and judgments neceſſary to teach 

men righteouſneſs. Some ſo abandoned and incor- 

rizible that neither of theſe availed. Ver. 1—12.- 


ä r 


D OO A 1 


- 


a 2 10 „ 5 | IsA. xxvi. I. Srer. 3 
h at da : 7 | 
| this fong bo fon HEN the happy time ATT 
in the land of Judah; commences, that the Jews 
we nave aſtrong city, ſhall enjoy that which has been 
lation will God promiſed in the foregoing pro- 
appoint ſor walls and 5 
„ phecy, and ſhall return from 
captivity; let them with plea- 
ſure and gratitude ſing this ſong, 
which was purpoſely compoſed. 
Though the land of Judab may 
not in all other reſpects be forti- 
fied, like the towns of the 
Moabites; yet we have truly the 
advantage of them all, and can 
ſay that our Jeruſalem is a moſt 
ſtrong city: the matchleſs deity 
P. 5 defends it, and our ſafety is more 


certain, 


A PAR APHR ASE on the 
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Sz r. 33. Certain, than any walls or bul- 
DE works could render it. 5 : 
e You who inhabit it do you with _ 2: P97 ve ® 
all readineſs open wide its gates, 3 1 
for the reception and entertain- Kkeepeth the trothmay 
ment of a righteous and holy enter in. | 
nation; who are faithful to their 
facred engagements, and confor- 
mable 1n the tenour of their hves : 
to the precepts of God's word; 1 
no longer a froward and perverſe a 
generation. | 55 : 
24& Thou, O moſt righteous and 3. The nil kes 
good God, will ſecure his moſt „hefe 
perfect fatisfaction and happi- on thee ; becauſe be 
neſs, who is unreſervedly devoted truſte i 
to thy fear and ſervice, acquieſ- Ma 1 
— . . . ORDIOr cit PIN 
ing in thy diſpenſations and ob- ei i ; 
ſerving thy laws, he is by his ever! . 
humble ſubmiſtion an object of 5. 77. 
thy regard, therefore. may be 5 . 11 
- 2 on high, the loity Ju 
confident of thy protection. Suf- 5, le laue tow, th 
fer me ro exhort thoſe who habi- even to che ground, We 
tually act in this manner, amidſt he bringeth it even to Ju 
all life's viciffitudes to perſevere db of 
to do it; repoſe an abſolute Lo 
affiance in the ſovereign Deity, for 
for in the ſovereign Deity there is ad 
ſuch boundleſs ſtrength as cannot pu 


fail to anſwer all your greateſt 
expectations. There 1s not a 
ſhadow of reaſon to be afraid of 
man, though the moſt exalted 
| . and 


b Stayed, from a radix which fignifies to lean, reff, or fay upon 
| any thing as a prop or ſupport, which keepeth it firm or ſteady. 
| | To ſtay, fix or eftablith the mind upon a proper baſis in truſt, 

hope and vigour, | 


\ 


pon 
dy. 
rult, 
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6. The foot ſhall 
tread it down, even 
the foot of the poor, 
and the ſteps of the 
peedy. 


7. The way of the 
juſt is uprightneſs : 


thou moſt upright doſt 


weigh the pa 
Juſt, 

8, Yea, inthe w 
of thy judgments, G 
Lord, have we waited 
for thee; the deſire 
of our ſoul is to thy 
name, and to the re- 


of the 


nembrance of thee. 


eaſe he can reduce him to a ſtate 


of the moſt diminitive meanneſs 


and loweſt obſcurity; level with 
the ground the lofty palaces of 
princes; cruſh into the duſt the 
moſt conſpicuous and glorious 
cities. : 
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and arbitrary, for with infinite Sr or. 33 


2 


I. xxv. 5 


Their ſuperiors in wealth and 5 


power can eaſily ſuppreſs them, 
not only they but the meaneſt 
and moſt deſpicable be armed 


with ſtrength to demoliſh their 


ſuperb ſtructures, furniſhed with 
combuſtibles to ſet fire to them, 
or provided with opportunities 
of throwing on them the utmoſt 
contempt, even treading all their 
beauty and glory as a flower of 
the field under his feet. 

The regular courſe, which, 
without ſolicitude about the con- 
ſequences, the juſt and tho- 


7 & 8 


roughly honeſt man ſteadily pur- 


ſues, is what his reaſon and con- 
ſcience dictate: chou molt righ- 
teous of all beings, the meaſures 
of whoſe adminiſtration are per- 
fect reaſon and equity, examineſt 


molt accurately, and entirely ap- 


proveſt the path of rectitude, 
which the ſincere man walks in; 
firmly eſtabliſned in this ſenti- 


ment, we have not given way, 
under the heavieſt preſſures of 


adverſity and affliction, to deſ- 
ponding fears, that thou wouldeſt 
not 


270 


SE Cr. 33. 


Iſa. xxvi. 


1 & 8 


9 & 10 


4A PAN ATTRHAAS E on the 


not in due time return and ſhew 
us favour; it is fitting, that 
when we go aſtray, thou ſhouldeſt 


with thy rod and ſtaff bring us 


back ; nevertheleſs we are de- 
termined to an entire confidence 
in thy attributes ; and to a be- 
coming remembrance of what 


thou haſt done, and promiſed to - 


do for us, ſo as may promote 
thy glory and iſſue in our greateſt 
good, which is all our ſalvation 
and all our deſire. 

Tis the devout language of 
an unfeigned good Iſraelite, O 
my almighty maker and pre- 
ferver, in the ſilent watches of 
the night, when no eye but that 


of omniſcience could be witneſs, 


with my pureſt and beſt affections 
have I deſired thy preſence and 
favour as my happineſs; even 
as the dawning day, ſhall my 
nobleſt powers be moſt aſſidu- 


_ ouſly employed to obtain thine 


acceptance and 
ſufferings, I own, 
me to a juſt ſenſe of the infinite 
importance of theſe matters; 
they muſt be moſt ſtupid and 
obſtinate, if the whole world are 
not hereby awakened to the ſtudy 
and practice of piety and virtue. 
Nevertheleſs, ſome appear to be 
ſo infatuated with their vices, 
that nothing will induce them to 
reform them and attend to their 
duty : 


pprobation: 


ave brought 


9. With my ſoul 


have I deſired thee in 
thenight; yea, with 
my ſpirit within me 


will I ſeek thee early; 


for when thy judg- 
ments are in the earth 


the inhabitants of the 


world will Iearnrigh- 
teouſneſs. 5 
10. Let favour be 
ſhewed to the wick- 
ed, yet will he not 
learn righteouſneſs ; 


in the land of up- 


rightneſs will he deal 
unjuſtly, and will not 
he hold the majeſty 
of the Lord, 


11. Lon, when 


thy hand is lifted up 


they will not ſee ; but 
they ſhall ſee, and 
be aſhamed for their 
envy at the people ; 
yea, the fire of their 
enemies ſhall devour 
them, 
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duty: the authority of the laws SE or. 33. 
of their country has no weight, T. 
nor prevailing example any in- 
fluence, but they will act a moſt 
unrighteous part, and refuſe all 
regard to the moſt ſtriking diſ- 
plays of the divine majeſty and 
glory. | _ 
Tremendous ſovereign, when 11 
thy almighty power is very con- 
ſpicuous in puniſhments, they 
will not underſtand the certain 
deſign of them ; but they ſhall 


at length be compelled to do it, 


and ſhall be covered with ſhame 


and confuſion for. the manifold 
injuries they have done to thy 


peculiar people, the vengeance, 


which as fire ſhall conſume them, 


will demonſtrate that thou art 


dealing with them as with ene- 


mies. 


CHAP. 
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22 
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CHAP. XXVI. SECT. XXXIV. 


Experience of paſt, an encouragement to hope for future 
wonders of divine power and goodneſs. The dominion 
of all other Lords tyrauny and uſurpation. The 
Lord of the univerſe the only ſovereign, to be ſerved 
and praiſed. His people greatly increaſed. Forget. 
fulneſs of him during their proſperity. Devotion the 


reſult of affliction and adverſity. 


Grateful atknow- 


ledgemeuts expected from thaſewwho are recovered under 
them. Some miſeries to be endured and ſuccour pro 
vided. Long forbearance with the wickedneſs of the 
world, no argument that it ſball not ſometime be puniſhed. 


Is A. xxvi. I. 


Sr or. 34%. MUR enemies, Almighty 
\ * 
Iſa. xxvi. 


\! Being, are utterly over- 
thrown by thy avenging arm ; 
and we promiſe ourſelves a long 
ſucceſſion of happy and proſpe- 
rous ſeaſons: we entirely aſcribe 
to thy good providence all paſt 
deliverance, and have no other 
ground of hope but from the 
tame, for future ones. 

Other Lords, O Eternal IE.“ 
HOVAH, even the ſceptered ty- 
rants of this vain world have had 
us under their juriſdiction, and 
moſt grievouſly oppreſſed us: 
without thy kind interpoſition, 

we 


Is A. xxvi. 12, 
ORD chou wilt 
5 ordain peace for 
us: for thou alſo hat 


wrought all our e 
works for us, 


13. O Lord, our 
God, other Lords be- 
ſides thee have had 
dominion over us: 
but by thee only will 
we make mention ot 
thy name. 


e Works in us, the marginal reading is, works for us, i. e. 
every thing dane, tending to our peace, all preſervations and 
deliverance are the work of thy hands; and to be aſcribed to 
the aſſiſtance and concurrence of thy kind providence, 
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we had not yet been reſcued from SE or. 34 N 

their bondage; we chearfully "7 | 
5 Iſa. xxvi. 

embrace the opportunity, the 13 


effect of thy favour, to make 


e No honourable mention of thy per- 1 
Y 7 fections and celebrate thy praiſe : 1 
be | devote ourſelves to thy tervice, ; 


and engage to obey thy laws. 


14. They are dead, „P; | E 
4 they ſhall not live; Tis only tor a ſhort ſeaſon 14 


be ties are deceaſed they that we ſhall be in heavineſs be- 
9 ſnall not riſe: there- fore our peace and tranquility 
r WW fore bat thou vifted are reſtored, and the great lords 
5 and deſtroyed, and of this world be puniſhed * 
0 made all their memo- 3 

he iy to periſh, their inhuman treatment. Ere 
4. e | long it will be declared, that they 


are dead, never to live again, and 
renew our troubles : are laid in 


_ — 
x 1 N . 

1 > SE. 3 . - SOT 
K 1 


lt -” the ſilent grave no more to have 
8 power, or retrieve their former b 
a dignity ; it is ſurely on this ac- , 


count, that they may no longer 
create diſturbance, that thou haſt 
in anger viſited them and deter- 
mined their fate, that their name 
and memory ſhall for ever ceaſe 
as if they had never been. 
Alrogether different, O thou 5 


. — 


r 
13 


15. Thou haſt in- 
creaſed the nation, O 


r 


> * 


Ws Lord, thou haſt in- God of Jacob, are thy dealings 
be⸗ creaſed the nation, with thy people: as to their ene- 
had thou art glorified : mies and perſecutors thou will 
5 thou haſt removed it utterly deſtroy them: as to them, 
will far unto all the ends f they: de irs” 4 

n 01 of the earth, | ] r cy E CNAITIZE . It 18 TOr 


their good: and upon their im- 

provements in the iſſue ſhall ap- 

pear how their benefit was in- 
13 tended, and their numbers are 
and increaſed, their liberty reſtored, 


d to Tor. hk —_ * and 
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Sz cr.34.and the largeſt compaſs of land 
F poſſeſſed by them, even the ut- 
Ken moſt confines of Judea. 


16, 17, Too remiſs and negligent, 


IS alas] have they been as to duty 
in the days of their proſperity ; 
bur when, Almighty Father, thou 
haſt exerciſed them with the 
heavy hand of a ſtricter diſci- 
line, they have addreſſed thee 
for mercy with the ſtrongeſt to- 
kens of an unteigned repentance: 
overwhelmed with grief and 
ſhame, they could ſcarce find 
utterance for their ardent ſup- 
plications : the ſharpeſt pains 
and loudeſt cries of a woman in 
the extreme diſtreſs of her moſt 
difficult travail, may properly 
denote our miſery ; which, eter- 
nal Jehovah, is enhanced beyond 
all bounds, that thou haſt ſeemed 
to be an unconcerned ſpectator, 
and though perfectly acquainted, 
haſt vouchſated us no ſuccour: 
we have moſt impatiently re- 
queſted, and made uſe of every 

_ expedient to obtain deliverance, 
but all in vain : nothing of any 
conſequence has proceeded from 
our deliberate counſels, our moſt 
laboured ſchemes ; we are {till 
kept in awful ſubjection to hea- 

| then 


16. Lord in trou- 
bled have they vi- 
ſited thee, they poured 
out a d prayer when 
thy chaſtening was 
upon them. 

17. Like as a wo- 
man with child that 
draweth near the time 
of her delivery is in 
pain, and cricth out 
in her pangs; ſo have 
we been in thy fight, 
O Lord. 

18. We have been 
in pain, we have as 
it were brought forth 
wind, we have not 
wrought any delive- 
rance in the earth, 
neither have the in- 
habitants of the world 


fallen. 


s Prayer, in the original, it is a ſpell, a charm, a ſecret ſpec, 
muttering Or chattering, ſuch as Hannah expreſſed. 1. Sam. 1,15 
and Higeliali. Tſai. xxxvili. 14. which the Apoſtle ſtiles g. 
tags that cannot be uttered. Rom. viii. 26. 


ple, 


ſpeech . 


I 1% 
great” 


19. Thy dead men 
ſhall live together with 


my dead body ſhall 


they ariſe: awake 
and fing ye that dwell 
in duſt ; for the dew 
i; a5 the dew of herbs, 
and the. earth ſhall 
calt out the dead, 


20. Come my peo- 
dle, enter thou into 
thy 


+ 2 
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then enemies, nor have any efforts SE or. 34. 


been ſucceeded for our releaſe 
from them. i 

Our condition is a very forlorn 19. 
and diſtreſſed one, but we do not 
deſpair, as hopeleſs of its ever 
being better; we are, tis true, 
like ſo many dead men, and 
loſt as to all the moſt deſirable 
uſes and purpoſes of being: 
yet we truſt that we ſhall live 
again and be happy, with our 
community, and city Jeruſalem, 
at preſent in ruins, and not un- 
like a dead carcaſe ; we ſhall be 
quickened and raiſed out of the 
duſt of obſcurity to a proſpe- 
rous and flouriſhing ftate : be 
arouſed then, O ye people, who 
are fully aſſured of this mighty 
change, and be prepared, not- 
withſtanding ſome previous dif- 
ficulties, and ſhort - lived diſ- 
treſſes, to celebrate with ſongs 
of praiſe the pleaſing difference; 


as the withered herbs in their 


renewed verdure, confeſs the 


Powerful effects of the deſcend- 


ing dew, and again ſprout forth, 
ſo ſhall you revive, as out of 
your graves, nor be long con- 
fined in the dreary abodes of 
death and darkneſs, 

Antecedent to theſe brighter 20 
ſcenes, the Lord hath command- 
ed me to forewarn you of ſome 
prevailing calamities, and di- 

— 


276 A PARAPHRASE on the 
SE or. 3. rect you as follows how to be thy e rs, and 
E, when they ſhall happen; _ bids the "258 
20 Come along with me, O My it were for à little 

people, and as in times of dan- moment, until the in- 

ger, you have recourſe to your dignation be over. 
Hecret chambers, and ſhut the BR 

doors that nothing diſturb you, 

ſo do you diſperſe your fears 

and by devotion, repentance, 

and purpoſes of future obe- 

dience recommend yourſelves to 

the protection of divine provi- 

dence: quit your tumultuous 

paſſions, and proſecute vigour- 

ouſly your incumbent duty, and 

in a very little time the ſtorm 

will be blown over, and my 

ſeeming diſpleaſure entirely ceaſe. , por beben 1 
21 Human affairs at this tragical 1rd cometh out of 

period cannot but wear a moſt his place to puniſh 

diſmal aſpect, and ſeeking for the inhabitants of the 

ſome ſhelter appear highly ex- cartb, for their int- 

; 2 i quity the earth alſc 

pedient, for the Almighty and ſhall diſcloſe her 
Eternal Deity ſhall, as it were, blood, and ſhall no 
deſcend from heaven in robes more cover her ſtain. 
of vengeance, as a prince from 
1 his ſeat, to puniſh the horrid 

q wickedneſs of the men of the 
| World; 


e Chambers, &c. the original ſignifies the 7mmy? or moſt r:- 
tired part of any place, houſe or chamber, Judg. xv. 1. xvi. 9. 
which Dr. Shaw illuſtrates in his account of the ſtructure of 
the hoyſes in Barbary's Trav. p. 275, 276. Their chambers, 
« ſays he, are large and ſpacious, one of them frequently ſerv- 
ing a whole family. At one end of each chamber, there isa 
« little gallery, raiſed four or five feet with a balluftrade [and 
1 *.doubtleſs a veil to draw] in the front of it. Here they place 
ee their beds. This ſhews the meaning of a chamber in a chan 
* ber, 1 Kings xx, 30. &c. 
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ſerv- 
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world; though his wrath has SE Or. 31. 
been delayed, yet it ſhall be a- ME 
bundantly manifeſt that he has 1 
not been deaf to the cries of 
blood; but the unjuſt and in- 
human ſhall at laſt give an ac- 
count and receive due puniſh- 
ment for the ſhocking and re- 
morſeleſs barbarities, whether 
public or private, that they 
have practiſed againſt their fel- 
low creatures. 


CH AP. An ser 


Leviathan to be deſtroyed. The children of Iſrael 
repreſented as a vineyard in an allegorical hymn, in 
which they were to celebrate the praiſes of the moſt 
high God as their prolector and guardian. How 
peace and reconciliation were to be made after offences 
committed againſt him. The happy effects of this 
peace. Difference betwwixt the correction of God's 
people, and puniſhment of their ungodly enemies. 
T weir chaſtiſements nevertheleſs to be ſuch as reformed 
them : therefore ſometimes neceſſary to be ſeemingly 
ſevere ;, their city ſacked, their country laid waſte, 
and people diſperſed. After which, they ſhould. be 
gathered and reſtored. GO 


ISA. xxvii. 1. Is A. xxvii. 1. 


N that day the T the ſame awful period, Sz cr. 35. 


Lord + with his | : 
3 that the generality of man 
ſore and great and 2 y Fe 


irong ſword ſhall kind ſhall be involved in great 
28 e bee _ and heavy calamities for their 
be hall l ihe dra. Prevailing impieties and immo- 
gon that is In the ſea, ralities certain marks of uncom- 
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A PARAPHRAS E on the 


SECT.35. mon ſeverity ſhall be fixed, and 


ſtill more terrible vengeance 
H executed by the Infinite Ma- 
jeſty on thoſe monſters and 
ſcourges of mankind, deſpotic 
cruel tyrants, whoſe abilities and 
ſagacity have been exerted for 
the horrid purpoſes of ſpread- 
ing terror and deſolation far and 
wide. 


2 & 3 When this ſpecies of enemies 


to all the world ſhall, by ſome 
memorable overthrow, be extir- 
pated; then I do, as God's 
prophet, exhort you, with the 
mirth of joyful reapers of a 
moſt plentiful harveſt, to ſing 
as follows, A vineyard here is 
replete with the largeſt quanti- 
ty of cluſters teeming with the 
moſt generous wine; *tis not 
without effect, ſaith rhe Lord, 
that I take diligent care, fre- 
quently water, and perpetually 
preſerve and defend it from in- 
jury and violence; my peculiar 
people are truly repreſented by 
this ſtriking emblem; they 
have formerly been diſobedient, 


ſome ftrifter diſcipline hath re- 


claimed them; they are become 
acceptable and exemplary for 
virtue and piety ; therefore I 
will be their guardian and pro- 
tector. 8 

4 So long as they continue to 


be dutiful and humble, they 
| may 


2. In that day ſing 
ye unto her, a vine- 
yard of red wine. 

3. I the Lo RD do 
keep it, I will water 


it every moment 


leſt any hurt it, I will 
keep it night and day, 


4. Fury is not in 
me: who would fc 
the briars amd thorns 


. +17 

'© | +13 : 

A 64 PEEL 
* 


againſt me in battle; may be certain that their benefit SE or. 35. | „ 
] would go through 
them, I would burn 
them together, 


and thorns, thrown into a rag- 


c. Or let him take 
hold of my ſtrength, 
that he may make 
peace with! me, and 
he thall make peace 
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is intended by affliftions them- Ca 7 
| A. xxvii. 
ſelves, and that they are only I 
admonitions or farherly chaſtiſe- bc 
ments: I am very flow to an- © 
ger, exceeding ready to ſhew =_ 
mercy, and not at all ſubject to 
tranſports of ungoverned paſ- 
ſion; if ever I am offended it 
is with the juſt diſpleaſure of a 
moſt wiſe and indulgent parent 
to amend, not a reſentful and 
implacable adverſary to de- 
ſtroy: if I were otherwiſe, they 
would ſoon feel the weight of 
my exterminating indignation, 
and be only as ſo many briars 


— 


7 * — — 
0 * E 
7 — | cr 23> arr 


ing fire that would inſtantly con- 
{ume them. | f 
The ſlighteſt reflection on this ; 
boundleſs attribute, muſt con- 
vince them how unable they are 
to cope with omnipotence, there- 
fore how indiſpenſably neceſſary 
it is for them to rectify what has 
been amiſs, repent of whatever 
has been ſinful, and become re- 
conciled to the love and practice 
of virtue: imploring at the ſame 
time forgiv..nels, peace, and the 
divine protection; neither need 
they entertain the leaſt doubt of 
obtaining them; they have my 
faithful promiſe of all deſirable 
good effects from this practice. 
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A PARAPHRASE on the 


For a time, the poſterity of 
Jacob, ſhall appear like a fruit- 
ig bearing t tree, in the unabated ri- 
gours of a ſevere winter; it is 
diſrobed of its ſpreading ien 
and as to its trunk and branches, 
ſeemingly withered and decayed; 
yet life and vigour remain in its 
roots, and at length it ſhall grow 
and flouriſh,” and yield a large 
and excelient increaſe; ſuch re- 
covery and proſperity, may be 
fully expected in due ſeaſon by 
the children of 7/7ae/, through the 
divine favour. 

The appeal may be to their 
own experience of God's former 
dealings; and that when they 
have moſt groſsly offended, that 
he hath not been over ready to 
proceed to extremities; in ſo 
many words it may be aſked, 
hath he ſmitten his people Ifraet 
with thole ſtrong and reiterated 
ſtrokes of high diſpleaſure, as he 
hath done in avenging himſelf of 
their enemies, whom he had 
uled as his inſtruments to correct 
them? or are they ſlain with the 
like wrath of an irretrievable 
ſubverſion, or utter extermina- 
tion? 

The difference is very certain 
and evident, and their treatment 
moſt gentle and moderate, con- 
ſidering his power, and their ma- 
n:told offences and provocations: 

as 


6, He ſhall caufe 
them that come of 
Jacob to take root; 
Iſrael ſhall bloſſom 
and bud; and fill the 
face of the world with 


fruit. 


7. Hath he ſmitten 
him as he ſmote thoſe 
that ſmote him? Or 
is he flain according 
to the laughter of 
them that are ſlain by 
him ? 


8. In meaſure when 
it ſhooteth forth, thou 
wilt debate with it; 
he ſtayeth his rough- 
wind in the day of 
the eaſt wind. 


(hen 
thou 
EH! Me 
ugh- 
y dl 


9. By this there- 
fore ſhall the iniquity 
of Jacob be purged ; 
and this is all the 
fruit to take away his 
fin : when he maketh 


all the ſtones of the 


altar, as chalk ftones 
that are beaten in ſun- 
der, the groves and f 
images ſhall not ſtand 


p. | 


Images, in the margin rendered ſun images, i. e. either | 
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as a vine-dreſſer prunes with SECT. 35. 


great caution, the luxuriant bran- 8 YE. 
ches, that the tree may receive g 


no damage; or as a violent ſtorm 
is reſtrained in the day when the 
eaſt wind blows ſtrong againſt it, 
leaſt the united rage of both in 
one and the ſame direction, 
ſhould produce the moſt terrible 
effects: fo does the Almighty 


proportion his people's ſufferings _ 


by the meaſures of their ability 
ro endure, and occaſion thereby 
to be reformed ; on others who 
are ripe for judgments and ruin, 
he inflicts them with a more un- 
{paring hand. 


Theſe tatherly chaſtiſements, 9 


with all conſiderate perſons, are 
the moſt probable expedients to 
bring them to a due ſenſe of 
their duty, and amendment of 
whatever has been wrong; this 
is all that is intended by them, 
neither are they any other than 
the admonitions of a moſt af- 
fectionate, benevolent and ten- 
der mercy, that they may repent 


and obtain forgiveneſs: and all 


the fruit deſired, is a change in 
them, even from the moſt un- 


Par- 


iianding abroad in the open air that the ſun might ſhine upon 
them; or rather images of that great luminary, and made round 
to repreſent aud reflect the beams of that illuſtrious orb of day; 
which, with the worſhip of the other planets, was the moſt an- 
{lent and univerſal idolatry. Fob xxxi. 26, 27, and 28. 
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Iſa. xxvii. 


10 N 1 


4 PARA PHRASE n the 
Sr or. 35. pardonable crime of a vile idola- 


try; that its ſincerity may be de- 


monſtrated, by demoliſhing their 
altars as chalk ſtones are broken 
in pieces to make lime, levelling 
with the ground their conſecrat- 
ed groves, and pulling down 
their ſun- images. 

But before this and other abo- 
minations ſhall be reformed, 1 
plainly foreſee, they mult be 
corrected with ſome degree of ſe- 
verity; their fortified towns dil. 
mantled, their dwelling-houſes 
emptied of inhabitants, and the 
ground where palaces and cita- 
dels lately raiſed ther lofty ſpires, 
be reduced to ſuch a wilderneſs, 
that herds of cattle ſhall brouze 
upon the ſhrubs and plants that 
grow there; the branches & hich 
are withered, ſhall be torn off, 
or riven aſunder, and gathered 
by the women to make hires of; 
no other final iſſue can be ex- 


pected by this incorrigible, fool- 


iſh generation, who know the 
true God, and yet follow after 
idols and heathen vanities ; the 
conſequence muſt be, that he 
who made them, will puniſh 
them with a ſmaller mixture of 
lenity and gentleneſs; he that 
formed them, not ſhew them that 
favour and kindneſs, which they 
might have promiſed themſelves 


> 5g 
SY 
44 


* 


10. Vet the de. 
fenced city ſhall be 
deſolate, and the ha- 
bitation forſaken,and 
left like a wilderneſs: 
there ſhall the calf 
feed, and conſume 
the branches thereof. 

i When the 
boughs thereof are 
withered, they ſhall 
be broken off; th 
women come and ſet 
them on fire; for it 
is a people of no un- 
derſtanding; there- 
fore he that made 
them will have no 

mercy on them, and 
he that formed them 
will ſhew them no 
favour. 
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if they had not deſer ved ſuch con- Sx er. 35. 


5 dign puniſhment. W 
12. And it ſhall Nevertheleſs, their hopes may 12 & 13 


come to paſs in that 
day, that the Lo RD 
{hall beat off from the 
channel of the river 
unto the ſtream of 
Egypt, and ye ſhall 
be g gathered one by 
one, O ye children 
of Iſrael. 

13. And it ſhall 
come to paſs in that 
day, that the great 
trumpet ſhall be 
blown, and they ſhall 
come which were rea- 
dy to periſh in the 
land of Aria, and 
out-caſts in the land 
of Egypt, and ſhall 
worſhip the Lo xo in 
the holy mount at 
Jer Ale 


28. 


be revived, if they will at length 
be reclaimed; and at this time 
of viſitation, profeſs a ſincere 
repentance; thoſe who have been 
diſperſed from the river Euphrates 
to Sihor, or the Nile; though 
comparatively in ſmall numbers, 


ſhall be gathered, as the fruit 


that is beaten off from the tree, 


or the corn that 1s thraſhed 


from the ſtraw, and winnowed 
from the chaff; not one of them, 


to whatever diſtant partſcattered, 
- ſhall be neglected or loſt. As 


the general of an army, by ſound 


of trumpet, ſummons: his ſoldi- 


ers, ſo ſhall the children of 


Iſrael, to whatever remote quar- 


ters they had fled, be recalled to 


return to their native country: 


diſtreſſed, almoſt deſpairing and 


Chaldean land, forlorn exiles, or 
unſettled fugitives in the Egyp- 


dying vaſſals in the Aſſyrian or 


tian country ; they ſhall rendez- 


vous, to perform in one great 
aſſembly, their uſual homage to 


an infinite Majeſty, upon Mount 


Zion, devoted to his worſhip in 


the city Feruſalem. 


2 Gathered, a ſimilar paſſage is to be met with in Exeł. xxxix, 
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A PARAPHRASE on the 


LEA AP. XXVEE SE CT. XXXvI 


Prophetick denunciation iſſued out againſt the ten tribes, 
Arrived to an enormous height of lurury and pride, 
Zo meet with a ſudden and terrible overthrow. Judah 
and Benjamin' at the ſame time to be preſerved. 
Complaints alſo for their intemperance againſt theſe 
tribes. Difficulty of inſtrufting ſuch a ſottiſb and 
ſtupid generation. To be relieved from their diftreſſes 
they muſt attend to the admonitions of the prophets. 
T heir ignorance, indocility, derifion and preſumption. 


| ISA. xxviii. 1. Is A. xxviii, 1. 
. | O to the 
Szcr.36.F AM warranted, faith the ener 


——— prophet, by the higheſt au- pride, to the drunk- 


Ia. xxviiithority, to declare as follows: ards of Ephraim, 


Wo to the populous, opulent, whoſe glorious beau- 

d enormouſly proud Samaria : ten fading Howe: 

an 1 which are on the head 

a moſt heavy doom hangs over of the fat valleys of 

the poſteriry of Ephraim, who them that are over- 

rely upon their own power and come with wine, 

wealth, are quite infatuated with 
proſperity, and firmly perſuad- 
ed of their perfect ſafety; alas 
their utmoſt ſplendour and glory 
ſhall wither and decay, like the 
fading beauties of the ſhort liv- 
ed flower; whoſe reſidence 1s in 
the royal city, built near rich 
and fruitful valleys, and who 
brutalize their rational natures 

with continual exceſſes. | 

2 £3 The great and mighty God, 2. BeholdtheLozp 


hath in readineſs for this pur- hath a mighty and 
ſtrong one, which as 


pole, and will diſpatch Pn 2 bempeſt of hail f 
ul | © 


% 
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a deſtroying ſtorm, ful and formidable prince, to in- SE Or. 36. 
8 a flood of mighty vade their country, and eaſily 1 


:ters over-flowing, : 
| il cad 3 15 over- come all the oppoſition they 2 & 30 


earth with the hand. 
3. The crown of 
pride, the drunkards 
of Ephraim ſhall be 
trodden under feet, 


4. And the glori- 
ous: beauty which 7s 
on the head of the fat 

valley, ſnall be a fa- 
ding flower, and as 
the haſty fruit before 
the ſummer : which 
when he that looketh 
upon It ſeeth it, while 
it is yet in his hand 
ke eateth it up. 


5. In that day ſhall 
the Lord of hoſts be 
for a crown of glo- 
ry, and for a diadem 
of beauty unto the 
reſidue of his people. 


are able to make againſt him : 
like a ſtorm of hail, it falls with 
reſiſtleſs violence; as a {weeping 
tempeſt, it levels every thing in 
its way with the ground, or an 
over-whelming inundation, it 
carrys down all before it: with 
ſuch rapidity of matchleſs force, 
ſhall this potent enemy proceed, 
conquer and triumph ; he will 
trample on, and treat with con- 
tempt the moſt lordly and arro- 
gant, diſſolute and abandoned. 


The rich and great, who are4 


inebriated with affluence, and 
ſhine in the utmoſt gaudineſs of 
their glittering garments, at the 
head of theſe fertile valleys, ſhall 
as ſoon decline as the flowery 
chaplets, with which their tem- 
ples arecrowned, attheir drunken 
revels; or like the early fruit, 
which is no ſooner eſpied, than 
it is plucked, and with great 
eagarneſs eaten up: with ſuch 
pleaſure and expedition ſhall the 
victorious adverſary ſurprize and 
ſubdue them. | ND 
When ten, out of the twelve; 
tribes are involved in ſuch cala- 
mities, the remnant may be a- 


larmed for their own fate; but 


they ſhall have no reaſonable 
grounds, for the Almighty hath 
; un- 
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Sk or. 36. undertaken for their ſecurity; 


A PARAPHRAS E on the 


. lHkewiſe for their honour and 


If, xxv 


amples to the reſt, have indulged 


10 glory; and will himſelf vouch- 
ſafe to adorn them with inex- 


preſſible luſtre, beauty and dig- 
nity : their very reſpectable ſo- 
vereign ſhall do honour to the 
{cepter he ſways and crown he 
wears, ſhall be a ſhining orna- 
ment to human nature. 

My people of the tribe of 
Judah thall be eminently diſtin- 
guiſhed for making, the greateſt 


advantage of peacetul times, and: 


even of all the horrors and con- 


fuſions of war: their magiſtrates 


ſhall be men of unblemiſhed 
virtue, and an impartial juſtice 


and equity; and the profeſſion 


of arms diſplay the nobleſt mar- 
tial abilities, conduct and ardour, 
humanity and compaſſion of true 
heroes that generouſly ſpare their 
brave but conquered and fallen 
enemies, and drive inveterate 
ones to the gates of their own 
City. 1 5 

Their inſtructions are abun- 
dantly ſufficient, yet their actions 
and characters have not been 
univerſally anſwerable: it is aſto- 
niſhing, but they have actually 


fallen as well as their brethren 


of Samaria, into the deteſtible 
vices of a brutiſh ſenſuality: 


thoſe who ſhould have been ex- 


0 


6. And for a ſpirit 
of judgment, and for 
ſtrength to him that 
ſitteth in judgment, 
and for ſtrengh to 
them that turn the 
battle to the gate. 


7. But they alſo 
have erred through 
wine, and thro ſtrong 
drink are out of the 
way : the prieſt and 


the prophet have err- 


red through {trong 
drink, rhey are ſwal- 
lowed up of wine: 
they are out of. the 
way through firong 
drink, they err in 
viſion, they ſtumble 
in judgment. 


lo 
ugh 
ng 
the 
and 
err- 
one 
val- 
ne: 
. the 


Ong 
n 
mble. 


8. For all tables 
are full of vomit and 
flthineſs, {o that there 
j no place clean, 


9. Whom ſhall he 
teach knowledge; 
and whom ſhall he 


make to underſtand 


doctrine? them that 


are weaned from the 


milk, anddrawnfrom 
the breaſts. 


amongſt this ſtupid generation, 


10. For precept 
muſt be upon precept, 
Drecept upon precept, 


| line 
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to that degree of ſhameful ex- SR or. 36. 
ceſſes, as to diveſt themſelves of 


ciples of prudence and tempe- 
rance : they have committed er- 
rors, and the groſſeſt blunders 


in thoſe affairs which eſpecially 


belong to their province and 
ſtation: their houſes and tables 
bear the ſtrongeſt marks of a 
moſt ſottiſn brutality; that they 
are void of underſtanding, and 


moſt vulgar, ſenſeleſs and ſhame- 


leſs in their inordinate gratifica- 
tions. | 


Suppoſe the degenerate age 


ſhould produce a perſon, who had 
qualification for doing it, towhom 
ſhall he communicate know- 


| ledge ? If he was ſincerely deſir- 


ous in the moſt familiar plain 


language, to give lectures of wiſ- 


dom and virtue; yet where, 


will he find capacities enough 
enlarged to entertain, or affec- 
tions and diſpoſitions ſo well di- 


rected as to reliſh and improve 


them ? as likely would he be to 
ſucceed in this arduous under- 
raking, with meer infants, or 
little children juſt weaned as with 
this adult, but moſt wicked and 
blockiſh people. 


The ſame courſe muſt be pur- 10 


ſued with them as with babes, 
and yet it 1s greatly queſtionable 
whether 


. x Ila. xxviii. 
reaſon, and deviate from all prin- oy e 
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A PARAPHRASE on the 


whether it would have much ef- 
fect: were the plaineſt rules 
ever ſo often repeated, copies 
written many times over, letter 
taught after letter, line drawn 
after line, a little at one time and 
a little at another, whereby child- 
ren learn, and the memory is 
gradually ſtored, it is more than 
probable that theſe up grown 
dolts would only gibe and jeer at 
it, reap no benefit thereby, 

No regard having been paid 
to the methods God has uſed, 
and the words ſpoken by his 
prophets to regulate his people, 
he will apply other meaſures ; 


line upon line, and 
line upou line, here 
a little and there a 
little, 


11. For with ſtam- 
mering lips, and ano- 
ther tongue will he 
ſpeak to this people. 


and to make deep and laſting 


impreſſions, bring upon them a 
nation to invade their country, 
whoſe language they are utter 
ſtrangers to; they may hear the 


found, but ſhall not know the 


ſignification, nor be able to fix 


any proper meaning to what. 


12 


ſhall be uttered. 

Intelligibly and plainly e- 
nough, if they had ears to hear, 
or minds diſpoſed to receive in- 
ſtruction, hath the Almighty de- 
clared, every thing that greatly 
and laſtingly concerns them: *tis 


his moſt certain voice, and fre- 


quently repeated. As ever you 
deſire eaſe and reſt, knowledge 
that will refreſh, and true wil- 
dom ſtrengthen you, attend to 


the 


t2. To whom be 
ſaid, this 17 the reſt, 
wherewith ye may 
cauſe the weary to 
reſt, and this is the 
refreſhing : yet they 
would not hear, 

13. But the word 
of the Lord was unto 
them, precept upon 
precept, line upon 
line, here a little and 
there a little ; that 
they might go r 

? 


'E 


m be 
reſt, 
may 
ry 0 
is the 
t they 
word 
5 unto 
upon 
upon 
tle and 
s that 
0 and 


{all 


fall backward and be 


broken, and fnared 
and taken, 


14. Wherefore 
gear the word of the 
Lord, ye h ſcornful 
men that rule thts 
people which 7s in 
ſeruſalem. 

I 5.  Bocuure - v6 
have ſaid, we have 
made a covenant with 
death, and with hell 
are we at agreement, 


when the over-flows- 


ing ſcourge ſhall paſs 
through, it ſhall not 
come unto us; for 
we have made lies 
our refuge, and un- 
der falſhood have we 
hid ourſelves. 


Book of ISa1tan. 


the prophets; unleſs you will SE or. 36. 
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13 


purſue this courſe, you may 
perpetually labour and be hea- 
vy laden; yet you would not 
be perſuaded ; your deafneſs 
was voluntary, and your 1gno- 
rance obſtinate, therefore you 
made no more progreſs in learn- 
ing, than. ſmall children often 
do; and muſt at laſt be brought 
to a ſenſe of your folly and 
perverſcneſs by ſufferings, dan- 


gerous falls, and at laſt irrepa- 


rable ruin, or a tedious and mi- 
ſerable captivity. : 

To avoid, if poſſible, theſe 
evils, and not place confidence 
where it will deceive you, at- 
tend, O ye ſcornful magiſtrates, 
and all ye people, receive from 
my mouth the following awful 
declaration. In as much as you 


are preſumptuous enough to 


flight the molt awakening threat- 
enings, and eſteem yourſelves as 
ſecure, as if you were in league 
with death, and inviolable friend- 
ſhip. with hell, therefore had no 
occaſion to diſtreſs yourſelves 
with fears, when your country 


b Seornſul men, whether this was ſpoken, as a learned author 


explains Acts xiii. 41. of the fatal conſequences of rejecting the 
meiſage by Chriſt and his apoſtles : yet it may be properl 
enough expreſſive of deſpiſers or ſcornful men, that look wit 
haughty contempt on that corner-ſtone which is laid in Zion, 


and the judgment to be executed upon them, which will be ſo 


terrible, that it ſhall be a vexation only to underſtand the re- 


port. 
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SECT.36.was laid waſte with an invaſion 
Ie like the public ſcourges of over- 
15 flowing waters; you are certain- 
ly in the high road to ruin, for 
you ſay, it ſhall not come near 
to harm us; our ſubtlety and 
treachery will preſerve and de- 
fend us; as to the enemy, we 
ſhall diſſemble with his pride, 
worſhip his idols, or ſatiate with 
plenty of gold, his moſt enor- 


mous avarice. 
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A corner ſione that might be relied on for ſupporting the 
building Iaid in Zion. The people to be governed, 
and judged conformably to the laws of righteouſneſs, 

4 Scornful mens imagined covenant ſhortly to fail them; 

1 and their ſtate to be a moſt belpleſs and diſtreſſed 

| one, like that of the ancient Canaanites and Philiſ- 
tines. Advice 10 leave off their ſcoffs and inſults, 
and diligentiy hearken to the prophet's voice. The 
propriety and inexpreſſible advantage acting in this 
manner, illuſtrated by a beautiful and elegant ſmile. 
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SECT. 37. Is. xxvili. 16. & 17. dn ep 
wales Y whatever èxpedients you 3 


Ha. xxvii! 


impending judgments, except in Zion for a foun- 


thoſe I am directing to, they dation, a ſtone, 4 
tried ſtone, a preci- 


will in the iſſue deceive you. Je- cuscorner one, a fur 
ruſalenm, bun- 
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i He that helicucth, &c. i. e. ſhall nat be thrown into any tumult 
cf paſſic ttm, hurry cf terrer, or ageny and torture of diſpair, through 


the diſappointment of his hope, or failure of the object of bis 
depen- 
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4 16 & 17 flatter yourſelves, to eſcape Gop, Behold I lay 


Not 


foundation he that 


that believeth ſhall 
not make haſte, 

17. Judgment alſo 
will I lay to the line, 
and righteouſneſs to 


the plummet, and 


the hail ſhall ſweep 
away the refuge of 
lies, and the waters 
ſhall over-flow the 
hiding place, 


18. And your co- 
venant with death 
{ball be diſannulled, 
and your agreement 
with hell ſhall not 
ſtand ; when the o- 
ver-flowing ſcourge 
ſhall paſs through, 
then ye ſhall be trod- 


den down by it. 


Book of I841a8n. 
ruſalem, ſaith the all-ruling Dei- 
ty, 1s the only place where my 


29T 
SECT. 37. 
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Iſa. xxviii 


people can be late, and rely on 1) 


the accompliſhment of my pro- 
miſe for their protection ; and 
Mount Zion, as a moſt ſolid 
foundation, or compact ſtone 
that ſecures rhe whole building, 
a ſettled reſt, where it is my fix- 
ed purpoſe to defend them : he 


who ſubmiſfively expects, and 


abſolutely relies on this, ſhall 


not be diſappointed. Whereas, 
thoſe who think of other reſour- 


ces, fly to diſtant countries, and 


depend not on my promiſe, nor 


obſerve my laws, ſhall meet with 
perfect accuracy of weight and 
meaſure in the execution of my 
threatnings. As with a ſtorm 
of hail, refuge from lies will be 


entirely ſwept away, as in an in- 


undation of waters, caverns and 
hiding places afford no ſuccour 


or ſafety. | 


As to your imagined covenant 
and agreement, they will not a- 
vail you : your awakened terrors 
will convince you of the folly 
and abſurdity, as well as the 
groſs impiety of ſuch ſcoffing 


18 


ſpeeches : and with all your vain _ 
confidence you will certainly be 


ſubjected to a moſt ſhocking and 
remedileſs fate, when the furious 


Go 2 | and 


dependance: from a radix, ſignifying the ſame thing as he ſhall 
not be aſhamed or confounded, 
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SEOr. 3). and implacable enemy, like an 
g cover- flowing fcourge ſhall paſs 


17 Xxviii 19. From the time 
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through the land. 

You may be continually ap- 
prehenſive, from the time ſuch 
a powerful and formidable ene- 
my begins his hoſtile march, 
early any morning to be ſur— 
prized, or with the evening 
ſhades to be ſuddenly attacked; 
neither will he ſoon depart, nor 
allow you either day or night 
any quiet or reſpite; the ru- 
mour only of his advances, be- 
fore you ſee the conquering ar- 
my, or feel the weight of ſword 
or ſpear, will greatly terrify you, 


and throw the people into a ge- 


neral conſternation. 


zo Too many will he find at 


eaſe and unprepared ; without 
courage that muſt not fail, and 


will it happen to this unthink- 
ing generation, with all their 


groundleſs hopes, when the 
ſtorm 


that it goeth forth, 
it ſhall take you : for 


morning by morning 


ſhall it paſs over, by 
day and by night; 
and it ſhall be a vex- 
ation only 10 under. 


ſtand the report. 


20. For the bed i; 
ſhorter than that 2 
man can ſtretch him- 
ſelf on it: and the 
covering narrower 
than that he can wrap 


. conadence neceſſarily cover them tn he 

1 with ſhame and confuſion, there. bhimſelf in 77, 

4 fore that will inevitably bereduc- 

4 cd to the greateſt ſtraights and 

6 difficulties. Like a man who 

* takes repoſe on a bed or couch 

that is too ſhort for his ſtature, be 
he cannot ſtretch himſelf upon in 
it; or wraps him in a covering I 
that reaches not to the extent of Lo 
his body, he cannot preſerve his co 
extreme parts from cold; ſo * 


me 
th, 


for 


ng | 


by 
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21. For the Lo R 
ſhall riſe up as in 
mount Perazim ; he 
ſhall be wroth as in 
the valley of Gibeon, 
that he may do his 
work, his ſtrange 
work; and bring to 
paſs his act, his 


frange act, 


22, Now therefore 
be ye not mockers, 
leaſt your bands be 
made ſtrong, for 1 


have heard from the 


Lord God of hoſts a 
conſumption, even 


determined upon the 


whole'earth. 
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ſtorm is violent, they will af-Szc7.37: 


ford them no ſhelter. 


They have called upon the 21 


name of the Lorp, and pro- 
feſſed themſelves to be his pecu- 
liar people, but not in truth 


and ſincerity, he will proceed 


againſt them according as they 
have ated; that is, as his ene- 
mies, and moſt certainly ſlay 
them ; the ſame that he did the 
Philiſtines in mount Perazim : 
he expreſſed a vehement indig- 
nation in pouring down from 


heaven the rattling hail-ſtones ; 
he bid the ſun ſtand ſtill, that 


the ſlaughter upon the Canaanites 
by 7e/pua in the valley of Gi- 


beon might be a compleat one : 


thus deſerved judgments ſhall. 


be executed with ſig 
though they be unuſual, won- 
derful, and very different from 
the general tenor of his diſpen- 
ſations, which have been re- 
markable for lenity, forbear- 


ance, and mercy. 


onal ſeverity, 


Your only advice, therefore, 22 


is by no means to ſlight and 
deride God's threatenings by his 
prophets, but moſt ſeriouſly 
conſider them, and ſpeedily a- 
mend your lives, left your ſuf- 
ferings be both exceeding great, 
and of long continuance ; for I 
do moſt poſitively aſſure you, 
that notwithſtanding God's co- 

88 venant, 
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SECT. ZF-Fenant, the conditions of which 
you have notoriouſly violated, 
z2 he hath fully purpoſed, unlets- 


Ita. xxvi 


23; 245 
& 25qivine dealing, and the different 


A PaARAPHRASE on the 


you repent, by heavy judg- 
ments to bring upon the land 
of Judea a general deſolation. 
To fee clearly the nature of 
oO? 
ſeaſons appointed by providence 
for long: ſuffering and for chaſ- 
tiſement, the following ſimili- 
tide taken from. natural things 
may be conſidered; I could 
with that a moſt diligent atten- 
tion might be given to it, as aſ- 
certaining, that unleſs ſinners 
are in due time reformed, they 
ſhall find it an evil and bitter 
thing, that they have departed 
from the living God. The fol- 
lowing interrogatories will admit 
of an eaſy anſwer, Hath the 
huſbandman no further view in 
preparing his ground by plow- 


ing it? Doth he open the 


e:rth, break the clods, and 


{mooth the ſurface, for no uſe 
or purpoſe? When it is render- 
eq even and plain, doth he not 
ſow the ſeveral ſeeds, that the 
{oil is fitteſt for, and are molt 
I:kely to grow in it; ſcatter a- 
broad proper quantities of the 
choiceit he can procure, whether: 
of ficches, cummin, principal 
wheat, appointed barley or rye ? 


11 


23. Give ye est 

and hear my voice, 
hearken and hear my 
ſpeech. 
24. Doth the plou- 
man plow all day to 
ſow ? doth he open 
and break the clods 
of his ground ? 

25, When he hath 
made plain the face 
thereof, doth he not 
caſt abroad the hitches 
and ſcatter the cum- 
min, and caſt in the 
principal wheat, and 
the appointed barley, 
and the rye in then 
place. 


br 
w 
th 
br. 
wl 
br. 
ho 


* 


26, For his God 
doth k inſtruct him to 
diſcretion, and doth 
teach him. 

27. For the fitches 
are not threſhed with 
2 threſhing inſtru- 
ment, neither is a 
cart-wheel turned a- 
bout upon the cum- 


min; but the fitches 


are beaten out with a 
ſtaff and the cummin 
with a rod. 


28, Bread-corn is 
bruiſed ; becauſe he 
will not ever be 
threſhing it, nor 
break 7t with the 
wheel of the cart, nor 
bruiſe it . with his 
horſemen. 
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There are rational faculties inSt cr. 37. 


human nature, and experience 
and obſervation inſtruct, care- 2 
fully and prudently to diſtinguiſh © 
and manage in, fecular affairs. 
Thus, the fitches are not threſh- 


ed with the coarſe inſtrument 


that is proper for harder grain; 
nor is a cart- wheel or fled, that 
would too much bruiſe them, 
drawn over the cummin; the 
gentler meaſures of a ſtaff and a 
rod are abundantly ſufficient to 
anſwer all intentions. The ſame 
regular order, as to Divine Pro- 
vidence, according to their va- 
rious diſpoſitions and qualities, 

is obſervable in the government 


of mankind; the humble and 
penitent are ſpared, the hardened 


and obſtinate dealt with more 
rigorouſly. 


Bread-corn being of a more28 


compact nature, is uſed with 
greater violence, and beaten ſo 
as to be ſeparated from the ſtraw 


and chaff, yet not ſo as to be 


bruiſed or beaten to duſt ; the 


huſbandman does not ſuffer it to 


be threſhed ſo long; the cart- 
wheel not to be ſo often drawn 
over, nor the horſes hoofs fo 
much to trample it, till they 

G g 4 have 


k Inſtruct, &c. according to the marginal reading, there is 
a continuation of the ſimilitude to the time of harveſt; and it 
is rendered, he bind:th it in ſuch fort as his God doth teach Hs: 
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Sk r. 3). have cruſhed and ſpoiled the 
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A PARAPHERASE on the 


| „ Train 
Iſa. xxviii 8 


2 


This ordinary ſkill and com- 
mon diſcretion, as to the con- 
duct of rural matters, proceeds 
from the exerciſe of a talent or 
faculty wherewith the God of all 
underſtanding hath endued man, 
and is univerſally manifeſt ; and 


can it be ſuppoſed that the great 


original of all wiſdom and per- 


fection, will not diſplay an im- 
partial and infallible direction in 
his dealings with his people; 
and whilſt he utterly deſtroys 
the impenitent and incorrigible, 


cently correct, for their good 


and happinets, thoſe who trem- 


ble at the threatenings of his 


29. This alſo com- 
eth forth from the 
Lord of hoſts, which 
15 wonderful in coun- 
ſel and excellent in 
working. 


word, and are reclaimed by the 


milder methods of his rod and 


ſtafr 2 


CHAP 


kk Fl AS man ood 
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Prophetic denunciation againſt the city Teruſalem, 
filed Ariel. Its frege foretold : its diſtreſs repre- 
ſented : the inſenſibility of the people + their calami- 
ties therefore unexpected. T heir wretched ſtupidity, 
epidemical and univerſal, Ii 13. 


EKA. 
O to Ariel the 
city where 
David dwelt, add ye 
year to year; he 
them kill ſacrifices. 


2. Yet I will diſ- 
treſs Ariel, and there 
ſhall be heavineſs 
and ſorrow : and it 


ſhall be unto me as 
Ariel, 


Is A. XXIx. I. 
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[| Am the meſſenger, faith theSz cr. 38. 


prophet, unto thee, O Jeru- 


ſalem, of heavy tidings: your, 


temple and altar are threatened, 
and the whole royal city, once 
the reſidence of the ever memo- 
rable king David, which you 
hoped would have been: perpe- 


tuated in all its ſplendour and 


glory to his lateſt poſterity ; you 


are degenerate, and ſhall not 
many years continue to obſerve 
your ſolemn feaſts with an hypo- 
criſy that renders them deteſta- 
ble, nor offer up the multitude 
of appointed ſacrifices, which 
only ſerve to feed a vain confi- 
dence. 

You may, for a ſhort time, 
proceed in this unmeaning round 
of a ſpecious formality; and 
flatter yourſelves, from my delay 
of judgments, faith the Lokp, 
that they ſhall not be executed; 
you will prove miſtaken : I have 
appointed, that inſtead of that 

| pleaſure 


— 
Iſa. xxix. 


2 
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Sz r. 38. pleaſure you pretend to take in 
— ſacred rites, you ſhall be op- 


Ha. xxix. 


2 


preſſed w ith anxious cares, over- 
whelmed with extreme grief. 
As the bodies of ſlaughtered 
cattle ſurround the brazen al- 
tar of burnt offerings in the 
temple, the ſtreets of your city, 


and your whole country, ſhall 


be filled with the carnage of 
flain men, 


3 My inſtructions are given for 
that dreadful purpoſe, and you 


will be inyaded with a foreign 
army of well-diſciplined troops; 
they will form an encampment 
in the environs of your town, 


and able engineers lay a regular 


O 


Hiege : they will block it up, 


build ramparts, make trenches, 
and raiſe batteries, with full in- 
tent to. oblige the inhabitants to 

a ſurrender, or take it by ſtorm, 
level its forts with the ground, 


lay it in ruins and aſhes, 


4 At preſent your ſpirits may be 


high, and you talk big of your 
ftrength and the multitude of 
your "riches; yet you ſhall be 
humbled to the loweſt duſt, 
and as priſoners, with bodies 
proftrated on the ground, ſup- 
plicate your victorious enemies; 
with the loweſt voice and moſt 
ſubmiſſive tone implore their 
mercy, like thoſe pitiful impoſ- 
tors who live upon the credulity 
and 


the 


3. And I wil 
camp againſt thee 
round about, and [I 
will lay fiege againſt 
thee with a mount, 
and I will raiſe forts 
againſt thee, 


4. And thou ſhalt 
be brought down, and 
ſhalt ſpeak out of the 
ground, and thy 
ſpeech ſhall be low 
out of the duſt, and 
thy voice ſhall be as 
of one that hath a 
familiar ſpirit out of 
the ground, and thy 
ſpeech ſhall whiſper 
out of the duſt. 


5. Moreover, the 
multitude of thy 
ſtrangers ſhall be 
like ſmall duſt, and 
the multitude of the 
terrible ones. ſhall be 
a; chaff that paſſeth 
away: yea it ſhall be 
at an inſtant ſud- 
denly. 
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and folly of a deceived multi- SE or. 38. 


tude, who pretend to commu— 
nications with, and intelligence 


from familiar ſpirits; who mut- 
ter their ambiguous anſwers in 
broken and inarticulate ſounds; 
and to give them an air of great- 
er ſecrecy and ſolemnity deliver 


them with whiſpering voices, as 


proceeding: from deep caverns of 
the earth, and almoſt ſpent in 
their long paſſage before they 
can reach the ear: to ſuch a low 
ſtate and deſpicable mean arti- 
fices ſhall your arrogance and 
ſelf-ſufficiency ſhortly be re- 
duced. 


In this emergency, you mays 


apply for ſuccour to your fo- 
reign allies, and eſteem your 
garriſoned towns ſafe in the de- 
fence of auxiliary forces: they 
may alſo be numerous, but you 
will no more be ſecure from their 
aid, than the duſt which the 
wind ſoon diſperſes; and how- 
ever military and formidable 
their aſpect, they will perform 


no more deliverance, than the 


chaff which is driven before a 
riſing ſtorm, they ſhall betake 


themſelves to a precipitate flight, 


6. Thou ſhalt be 
viſited of the LO RD 
of hoſts with thun- 

der, 


and, as it were, in a moment of 


time, be vaniſhed and gone. 


This cannot ſurprize you, © 


when you recollect the real ſtate 


of your affairs; whoſe diſplea- 


ſure 


* 


ſa. xxix. 
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Sk er. 38. 
— 
Wa, xxix. 
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fure you have incurred, and that 
it is the ſupreme” and univer- 
6 ſal potentate, who is aveng- 
ing upon you his quarrels; thus 
when your city 1s taken by ſtorm, 
the violence muſt be reſiſtleſs, 
the terror and horror inexpreſ- 


Kfible, as if the heavens reſound- 


der; 


ed with peals of thunder; the 
earth ſhook and tottered with 
noiſe, as if it was burſting aſun- 
the ſky was charged with 
the blackeſt clouds, and the 


lightning blazed all abroad ; 


7&8 


ſtorms roared, tempeſts ſwept, 
and the rattling hail intermixed 
with flames of devouring fire 


layed waſte all before them. 


The countleſs numbers from 


different nations, that with hoſtile 


intentions lye before Feruſalem, 


attack its fortreſſes, and in all 
reſpects that they are able, dil- 
treſs its inhabitants, make no 


| manner of doubt but they ſhall 


prevail: it ſeems to them, like 


the dream of a night viſion, ra- 


ther a tranſient affair, than an 


hardy undertaking: it reſembles 


an imaginary entertainment, or 
hungry man's dream, that he 
eratifics his appetite with a plen- 
tiful repaft; but when he a- 
wakes, finds himſelf in the fame 
condition of emptineſs and crav- 
ing deſire, that he was when he 


went to reſt; or athirſty ma an, when 


he 


the 


der, and with earth- 
quake, and great 
noiſe; with form 
and tempeſt, and the 
flame of Age 
fire. 


5 And the multi- 


tude of all the nati- 


tions that fight againſt 
Ariel, even all that 
fight againſt her and 
ber munition, and 
that diſtreſs her, ſhall 
be as a dream of a 
right viſion. 

8, It ſhall even be 
as when a hungry 
man dreameth, and 
behold he eateth ; but 
he awaketh, and his 
ſoul is empty; or as 
when a thirſty man 
dreameth, and behola 
he Wia d but he 
awaketh 42 behold 
he .is faint, and his 
ſoul hath appetite; ſo 
ſhall the multitude of 


all the nations be that 


fight againſt Mount 
Lion, 


ane 
or 
oth 
fec 
the 
cor 
that 
xi. 


t 
1 
2 
* 
2 
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he fancies that he is ſufficiently SE r. 38. 


quenched, but ſoon perceives 7 
Ifa. xxix. 


9. 1 Stay your- 
{elves and wonder, 
cry ye out, and cry 
they are drunken, 
but not with wine; 
they ſtagger, but not 


- with ftrong drink. 


Io. For the LoRD 
hath poured out up- 
on you the ſpirit of 
deep fleep, and hath 
cloſed your eyes : 
the prophets and your 
rulers, the ſeers hath 
he covered. | 


the faintneſs and langour of his 


rude that beſiege this city ; they 
reckon it a trifle to have ſur- 
prized and taken it, and expreſs 
the utmoſt ardour and impati- 
ence for freſh enterprizes, more 
arduous work and greater abun- 


dance of ſpoil. 


8 
parched throat to remain: ſuch 
event is expected by the multi- 


Lay theſe matters, foretold ſoꝰ & 10 


long before they happen, to 
heart, and raiſe your voices in 


the loudeſt exclamations of aſto- 


niſhment, that a people ſhould 


enjoy predictions that might be 


of the greateſt advantage, and 
yet through their own ſecurity 
and ſtupidity, not believe, or not 
regard them. As if the fumes 
of ſome intoxicating liquor had 
turned their heads, they ſeem to 
have loſt the uſe of their reaſon 
and ſenſes. They are ſtricken, 
as the effect of their obſtinacy 
and juſt recompence of their in- 
credulity, with a kind of moral 

le- 


Hay yourſelves, the marginal reading is, take your pleaſure 
and riot. The ſpirit of deep ſleep, &c. that is, a moral lethargy 
or a ſtate of ſpiritual inſenſibility. A repreſentation, as man 
other paſſages in this ſacred writer, of our own times; too as 
fecting to be enlarged on; may the people be arouſed, before 


—— 


—— 


they are ruined! The prophecy may be ſaid to be fulfilled, ac- 
cording to, our Saviour's application by hearers in whatever age, 
that act the ſame part. Matt. xv. xlii. 14. Feln xii, 40. Rom. 
rl. 8, Glaſſius. 2117. | | 


PI 
— 


"4.6 
$7: , 
: 
N 
| 
” l h 
T1 
. ' 
g3 
4 
bs 
"= 
_ ip 
* 
74 
o 
+ d 
A 
webs 
* 
11% 
200 
9 T7 
* 
Wh 
* 
1 
i * 
5 il 
n 
Fl F 
„ 
1 
[2.44 
l 
W . 
"=> 
SE 
d 1 
hs 
"3 h 
19 
| ws 
/ 12 
4h 
N 
be 
4 fl) 
'Y $4 
. 
4 2 
3 
"$5.3 
= 
4 
"' yy" q 
e 
* 
a! 
12 
e 
* 1 j 
14 
1 
1 Fj 
Ye 
= 04 
# In 
' l 
: "4 
PL 7706 
| 
7 r 1 
' 
143 i 
' 
1 
*, 
1.99% 
ki 
is 
58 
111 
: bo! 
* 
„ 
: » 
; 29 
* vu 
l '7 
” of 
N 
1 
$i 
if 
DL | 
- TENG 
1 
K 1 
0 b \ 
1228 
"i 
dry. 
Wt, 
4 2 
" 
: KA. 
* 
5 
* 
1 
Ang 
1 
«F+.4 
1 2g 
31 4 
1 
Pat; 
5 
N 
* i; 
4 
1 
+ 
| If 
* 
4 
| 


"EW 


: 8 = 8 
— ͤ —— 
* 
* SE OZ RY 
I 8 — In * 
. - YL 7 
A. 7 4 1 


302 
Skor. 38. 
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Iſa. xxix. 
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TI & 12 


4A ParRayrnHraAst of the 


lethargy ; the thickeſt veil of 
ſpiritual moral blindneſs is fallen 
upon the eyes of their minds; 
neither is it the populace only but 
the wiſeſt amongſt them that are 
thus miſerably bewildered ; the 
prophets, the - magiſtrates and 
the teachers themſelves give no 


evidences of real knowledge or a 


Juſt diſcernment. 

This is the misfortune of all 
my diſcoveries of the calamitous 
circumſtances to which Jeruſa- 
lem ſhall be reduced: they ſig- 


nify no more to you, nor are 


more attended to, than a book 
cloſe ſealed up is read by a man 
of learning, who has nor, though 
it is put into his hands, the li- 
berty to open it: or a book that 
is open to one who is ignorant 
of the langunge in which it is 
written. 


ſai 


11. And the vig- 
on of all is become 
unto you, as the 
words of a book that 
7s ſealed, which mer 
deliver to one that 
i learned, faying, 
read this I pray thee; 
and he faith, I can- 
not for it is ſealed, 

12. And the book 
is delivered to him 
that is not learned, 
ſaying, Read this ! 
pray thee, and he 
, Lam not learn 

ed. WO 


CHAP, 


7 


Book of ISa1an. | 303 


CHAP, AA e 


Furimaliiy and hypocriſy in religion, the ſource of folly 
in all other reſpects. Criminal deſigns not poſſible ta 
be hidden from the all-diſcerning Deity ;, not ſereened 
by the moſt ſpecious outward profeſſions. After an 
extreme devaſtation, extraordinary fertility promiſed 
the peculiar people. The meek and humble to be 
made glad : the oppreſſor humbled : and a general 
reformation to take place. 13 to the end. 


Is A. XXxIX. 13. 

Herefore the 
Lord faid, 
for as much as this 
people m draw near 
me with their mouth, 
and with their lips 
do honour me, but 
have removed their 
heart far from me, 
and their fear toward 
me, is taught by the 

precept of men, 


m Draw near, &c. 


Is A. Xxix. 13. 

Y charge, faith che eternal Sgr. 38. 
M and intallible Fehovab, a- 
gainſt the Jewiſh nation, is ex- Ia. xxix- 
ceeding heavy, and their con- 3 
duct to an all- ſeeing mind enough 
provoking to vindicate the moſt 
rigorous proceedings; they out- 
wardly profeſs a great regard for 
my worſhip, and with much 
ſeeming zeal perform its ſeveral 
offices; but their lives too plain- 
ly maniteſt that there is no ſince- 
rity of devotion in their hearts: 
moreover, their homage 1s not 


what I have commanded, but 


they themſelves have deviſed and 
contrived, they are more influ- 
enced 


This paſſage ſeems referred to St. Matt. 


v. 7. 8. and 9. Ye hypocrites, &c. in the ſenſe it is quoted 
it may properly enough be ſaid to be fulfilled by the hearers 
of our bleſſed Lord's day; by too many, alas! of later times: 
truly by all of whatever age, who act after the ſame prepoſte- 
tous manner. Sr. Matt. xiii. 14. Feln xii. 40. Ac, xxvii, . 


Glaſſ. Oper. 2117. 
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SECT. 39. 


Iſa. Xx1X. 


13 


A PARAPHR AS E on the 


enced by human authority than 
the Supreme Majeſty of heaven, 
and the dictates of reaſon and 


conſcience ; it cannot well hap- 


pen that they derive much bene- 
fit from only Keeping up ap- 


pearances with an all pervading 


ſpirit. 


14 Therefore, in a juſt reſent- 


knowledge of an all-ſceing God, 


ment of this their folly and im- 
piety, I will inflict upon them 
calamities, faith the Lord, which 


are out of the uſual courſe of 


my moſt gracious providence, 
and diametrically oppoſite to 
my kind affections and inclina- 
tions, in all reipects to promote 
their well being and happineſs; 


for whatever wiſdom they have 


been famed for it ſhall utterly 
forſake them ; the management 
of their public affairs ſhall pro- 
claim a moſt dire infatuation, 
and nothing like underſtanding, 
prudence, or true policy, be 


found in the ableſt amongſt them. 
15 


They are digging their own 
ruin and deſtruction, and let 
them early meet with the miſery 
their aggravated folly deſerves, 
who are fo deſtitute of all re- 
flection and conſideration as to 
flatter themſelves that they can 
any way cover their wickednels, 
or conceal their corrupt and ſub- 
tle deſigns from the infallible 


the 


14. Therefore be- 
hold, I will proceed 
to do a marvelloys 
work amongſt this 
people, even a mar- 
vellous work, and a 
wonder; for the wil- 
dom of their wife men 
ſhall- periſh, and the 
underſtanding of their 
prudent men ſhall U 
hid. 


15. Wo unto them 
that ſeek deep to hide 
their counſel from 
the Lord, and their 
works are in the 
dark, and they fay, 
who ſeeth us? and 
who knowetl us ? 


1 


Boot FOSTER: | 430g 


the ſceptical language of whoſe$zcr. 396 
cloſe and fagacious hearts, when 
they are contriving ſome clandeſ. 
tine evil, or ſecret miſchief is, 
What eye beholds? or who is 
there preſent to take cognizance, 
that we ſhould not be perfectly | 
8 ſecure? 
16. Surely , your is utterly inipoſiible to con. 16 


turning of things up- 
4 fide down ſhall be ef- ceal any thing from the rays of 


Iſa. xxix. 


is teemed asthe potter's MIS Intelligence who poſſeſſes 
” clay, for ſhall the man's reins, and to whom dark- 
py work ſay of _ that neſs and light are both alike, 
'n 3 i he ball the Whatever ways and means, turn- 
"A not? or ſhall the 4 3 b T 
he thing framed ſay of ings and windings about you 


bim that framed it, may uſe for this intent, they will 
he hadno underſtand- certainly deceive you, and in the 
| log? divine eſtimate prove to be no 
better than the clay in the pot- 
ter's view: ſhall the work deny 
his power and ability who actual- 
ly produced it ? Or ſhall the 
thing moulded and faſhioned in- 
to ſome particular form, declare 
that he who gave it that model 
underſtood nothing at all what 


le he was doing, did it without any 
Im deſign, had no real meaning in 
ll | ſuch a formation ? to ſuch pal- 
= - pable abſurdities do you plainly 
ng reduce yourſelves if you think 


to withdraw from Omnipreſence, 
or evade the obſervation of an 
| Omniſcient JeHovan. 
g 5 - it 88 You cannot poſſibly do this, 7 
ND nor yet eſcape the judgments he 
ed into à ffruitful is determined to execute; but if 


field, H h they 
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SECT.39- they obtain his end, and effectu- — ** 5 

1 ally reform you, the ſcene ſhall wp a [ng "gs 

17 ſhortly be changed, and your | ; 
land bleſſed with a remarkable 
fertility; thoſe places that lie 
uncultivated, waſte and only 
woodlands, . like Lebanon ſhall 
yield as rich and plentiful crops 
as the moſt fruitful incloſures, 
and the incloſures or ficlds ſhall 
bear ſo much larger quantities 
of corn than uſual, for the 
height and thickneſs of its growth 
as to reſemble a foreſt, 


18 To theſe ſecular advantages 18. And in that b! 
ſhall be added ſtill greater and day ſhall the deaf 90 
hear the words of the er 

more important ones, wherein book, and the eyes 1 
their virtue and piety, and mo- of the blind ſhall fee qu 


ral agency are immediately con- out of obfcurity, and 
cerned. At that time of ſedate out of darknets, 
thought and conſideration, thoſe 

who had long been inattentive 

to the incomparable inſtruction 


of the beſt of books, and unaf- 


fected with the awful meſſages of — 5 
the prophets, ſhall diligently mat 
ſtudy, and duly obſerve them; 3 
the eyes of their underſtanding, ys 
whole vices and follies had and 


thrown miſts before them, ſhall for ; 
be opened to diſtinguiſh, in the 
day of their adverſity, things 

that differ, and to be clear-ſight- 

ed where they are greatly and 

] laſtingly intereſted to beware of 

_ ZW being deceived, | 

1 As 


= IE 


19, The meek alſo 
ſhall increaſe their joy 
in the Lo RD, and the 
poor among men ſhall 
rejoice in the holy 
one of Iſrael. | 


20. For the terri- 


ble one is brought to 


nought, andthe ſcorn- 
er is conſumed, and 
all that watch for ini- 
quity are cut off, 


21. That make a 
man an offender for 
a word, and lay. a 
ſnare for him that re- 


proveth in the gate, 


and turn aſide the juſt 
tor athing of nought, 
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As to the modeſt ard humble, Sz or. 39. 


who have depended on and ſub- 
mitted to them, they ſhall have 
abundant occaſion to rejoice in 


the diſpenſations of Divine Pro- 


vidence; and the oppreſſed and 
almoſt deſponding poor, to be in 
the higheſt degree pleaſed and ex- 


hilerated by their abſolute con- 


fidence in the Gop of Iſrael, who 
hath preſerved them in danger, 
and vouchſafed them a moſt ſig- 
nal and glorious deliverance. 


— — : 
Iſa. xxix. 
19 


Happy for you, thoſe ty rants 20 


and ſavages who ſtruck terror, 
and impoſed the heavieſt bur- 
dens, are now no more. 
who derided the ſolemneſt threat- 
enings, ſee the ſad effect of their 
impiety in their utter ruin; and 
all thoſe are ſlain or carried into 
captivity who were ſo intent up- 
on it as to watch for all oppor- 
tunities of evil and miſchief. 


Thoſe 


Who will cenſure in the moſt 21 


uncharitable manner, or puniſh 


— 


with the utmoſt ſeverity, as if 


they were capital offenders; thoſe 
who happen through ſurprize to 
ſpeak unguardedly ; who take 
what they ſay by the worſt han- 
dle, or pervert expreſſions to a 


quite contrary meaning than that 


which was intended ; lie perpe- 
tually upon the watch to cir- 
cumvent and enſnare the preach- 
ers of. righteouſneſs ; and create 
„„ trouble, 
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308 A PARAPHRASE vn the 
SECT.39. trouble, as if guilty of ſedition 
Ia. or treaſon to thoſe true and 
21 faithful prophets, who impar- 
tially reprove iniquity wherever 
they find it; who warn the peo- 
ple in the moſt public places 
and before the greateſt con- 
courſes, and are neither afraid 
nor aſhamed to admoniſh kings 
and governors that offend: God's 
laws: who without juſt cauſe, 
or much benefit to themſelves, 
upon all occaſions, and under 
the moſt frivolous pretences, 
brow-beat or overbear the juſt 
man in courts of judicature, ſo 
that he cannot obtain what 1s his 
0 right, nor a redreſs of the moſt 
1 | manifeſt grievances. | 
=" 22 Happy for the peculiar peo- 22. Therefore thus 
ple, they are now delivered from faith the Lord, who c 


redeemed Abraham, 
the criminal artifices of ſuch de- eee e d 


figning wicked men; their Al- of Jacob, Jacob ſhall 
„ mighty Guardian, having begun not now be aſhamed, 
3 to do them good, will continue neither aq {ace 
| to be favourable and bountiful 79% WE Pate: 
to them; for thus the great and 
good God expreſly declares, who 
reſcued Abraham from idolatry, 
and ſupported him; to his pon: 
rity, all my promiſes ſhall, 
the fulleſt manner, be i" 
ed to them ; they ſhall not be 
diſappointed i in their highelt ex- 
pectations from my regard, nor 
ever have occaſion to repent of 
their moſt unreſerved confidence 
in 
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23. And when he 
ſeeth his children, 
the work of mine 
hands in the midi of 
him, they ſball ſanc- 


tity my 
ſanctify the holy one 


name, and 


of Jacob, and ſhall 


fear the God of Iſrael. 


24. They atfo that 
erred in fpirit ſhall 
come to underſtand- 
ing, and they that 
murmured ſhall learn 


doctrine. 


Lially embrace what is proved to 
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in my providence and obedience SEN. 39. 
of my laws. | 5 
And when, as if they were, 


beheld by the ancient patriarch, 
his poſterity ſhall perceive their 


large increaſe bearing his reſpec- 
table name, and to whoſe power 
and goodneſs they plainly owe- 


the moft diſtinguiſhing privi- 
leges, they ſhall, in the higheſt 
degree, admire my perfections 
as ſupreme and moſt adorable , 
and do all the honour in their 
gen, to my moral attributes 

y uniformly good and virtuous 


lives; with all poſſible pleaſure, 


gratitude, and glory, they ſhall 
revere and ſerve, love, and en- 
tirely truſt in me. | 


To compleat all their advan- 24 


tages and happineſs, their intel- 
lectual powers ſhall be greatly 
improved, and employed to the 


nobleſt ends and purpoſes; their 


moral Judgment, and refined 
reaſon, ſhall be applied to the 
moſt honourable ſtudy and know- 
ledge of true wiſdom; and their 
temper and tenour of actions be 


under the guidance of diſcretion: 
they who formerly raiſed objec- 
tions to the inſtructions of the 


prophets, and repined at their 
reſtraints, ſhall fully inform 
themſelves in theſe matters, cor- 


h 3 


go A PARAPHRASE on Ihe 
S xcr. 30. be right and good, and uniformly 
C—— obſerve it in their manners and 


Iſa. xxix. I; | 
24 lives, 


RAP, er. xi. 


The Jews admoniſbed for applying to Egypt for ſup- 
port. The people of that country unable to defend 
themſeFves againſt the Aſſyrians. Multitude of rich 
preſents ſent them, who had formerly been their H- 
rannical and cruel oppreſſors. The prophetic warn. 
ing to be recorded. Charges brought againſt the 
Jews, and their deſtruftion threatened. To be pre- 
vented only by repentance, future obedience, and 
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A Sr or. 40. Is A. xxx. 1 & 2. Reap 5 
1 ] Denounce, as they molt juſtly " ouschila, 
bl „ deſerve, heavy judgments, ren, faith the Loxy, 
14 latth the tremendous / ehovab, that take counſel, but 
5 againſt the peculiar people, not of me? and the 
* h T1] Letts: d. Cover with a cover- 
3 whom I have highly favoured, ing, but not of ny 
E: and required to confide in me as fpirit, that they may 
1 their ſovereign defender; but add fin to fin. 

i who have revolted from their 2. That walk to go 
i 1 3 1 down into Egypt, 
A 1 e Hobeyed myy (and have not aſked 
Y moſt expreſs laws; preferred at my mouth) to 
ſtrengthen themſelves 


 — — ——  — — — 
"SEA ——— n 


religious confidence. The neglect hereof certain to be 


their own vain devices before my 
moſt ſalutary counſeis; and aſ- 
ſured themſelves of relief from 
dangers, by other means than 
J have directed to, or do ap- 
prove of; neither. repenting of 
their ſins nor imploring mine 


in the ſtrength of Pha- 
roah, and to truſt in 
the ſhadow of Egypt. 


aſſiſtance. To enhance their 


guilt, 


— 


— 
"ge. 
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guilt, they have applied to hea-Sz cr. 40. 
thens for ſuccour from ſlavery, = 
to whom I delivered them; they 1 2 


tie eee - 
- 2 
—_ — . FS 
— 8 IF — 
= Se — 


= 


have not ſcrupled to diſpatch 


meſſages to Egypt, without con- 
ſulting me, to ſtrengthen them- 


- ſelves by an alliance with Pha- 


3. Therefore ſhall 

the ſtrength of Pha- 
roah be your ſhame, _ 
and the truſt in the 


ſhadow of Egypt your 


confuſion. 


4. For his princes 
were at Zoan, and 
his ambaſſadors came 
to Hanes, 


5. They were all 
aſhamed of a people 
that could not profit 
them, nor be an help 


nor profit, but a ſhame 


and alſo a reproach. 


roab, and by the troops he 


ſhould furniſh them with to ſe- 
cure them againſt the enemy. 


All reaſonable men will re-, & 4 


proach you for raiſing them, 
when your expectations from the 
king of Egypt are fo totally fruſ- 


trated, as they certainly will be, 


and the event ſhews that he is 


unable to defend his own territo- 


ries; as the reſult of this vain 


and fooliſh confidence, you will 


be covered with ſhame and con- 
fuſion. However ſolicitious and 
indefatigable your ambaſſadors 
are to gain this people over to 
your intereſt, and men of the 
firſt rank and character, where- 


ever the court moves to follow 


it, you will find no advantage. 


What can be reckoned in the; 


higheſt degree ignominious, if 
not ſuch capital errors of public 


affairs in thoſe who ſit at the 


helm, and ignorance as to the 
ſtrength of a neighbouring pow- 
er, ſo as to expect that aid from 


him, which he is too inconſidera- 


ble to afford? all will condemn 
and reproach you for depending 


H h 4 | on 
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Sr. 40. on one who was never likely to 


— 
Iſa. xxx 


give you aſſiſtance or ſupport. 
As to the unthinking men, if 
they are deaf to admonition, and 


undeſerving of pity, yet one 


cannot but deplore the hard fate 
of the poor belaboured brutes, 
that are loaded with burdens of 

reſents ſouthward ; even from 
Judea to the land of Egypt, a 
country, where the anceitors of 
thoſe who ſent them, groaned 


under an heavy yoke of intole- 


rable bondage; and whoſe poſte- 


rity would not in all likelihood 


vaſt wildernels, 


fare much better, from a num- 


ber of their rapacious ſoldiers 
among them : the tedious jour- 
ney ro which place 1s full of 
dangers, and when, through a 
infeſted with 
wild beaſts, and fiery flying ſer- 
pents, they have conveyed their 


A PaRAPHEASE on the 


6. The burden of 
the beaſts of the 
ſouth : into the land 
of trouble and an- 
guiſh, from whence 
come the young and 
old lion, the viper 
and fiery flying fer. 
pent, they will carry 
their riches upon the 
ſhoulders of young 
aſſes, and their trea- 
ſures upon thebunches 
of camels to a peo- 
5 that ſhall not 

ear them, 


wealth on aſſes and camels, to 


this people; it will not at all a- 
vail, nor procure for them the 
ſmalleſt benefit. 

If they ſhould be inclined, and 
actually exert their utmoſt en- 


_ deavours to do it, yet it ſhall 


not be in their power to help 
them; therefore ſaith the Lorp, 
it hath been my repeated and 
moſt earne{t exhortation to my 
people, by my prophet, by no 
means to have recourle to Egypt 


tor aſſiſtance ; but as ever they 
deſire 


7. For the Egyp- 
tians ſhall help in 
vain, and to no pur- 
poſe ; therefore hare 
T cried concerning 
this, their {ſtrength 7: 


to fit ſtill. 


* „ cc 91 * 


9 
x 


8. Now ngo, write 
it before them in a 
table, and note it in 
a book, that it may 
be for the time to 
come for ever aud 
ver. 


9. That this 7s a 
rebellious people, ly- 
ing children; chil- 
dren that will nothear 
the law of the Lord. 

10. Which ſay unto 
the ſeers, ſee not and 
10 the prophets pro- 
propheſy not unto us 
right things, ſpeak 
unto us ſmooth things 
propheſ y decelt, 
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deſire to pe ſecure, keep them-Szcr 4. 


ſelves ſerene and compoſed; wait 

upon the LorD, and wholy de- 

pend on his ſupport. | 5 
My frequent exhortation and g 


moſt ſolemn warning being in 


vain, do thou, my prophet, faith 
the Lox, write it on a table, 
note it in a book, to be hung up 
as a monumental inſcription, in 
ſome public place to be univer- 
ſally read, and be for a perpetual 
teſtimony to all future generati- 
ons, how faithfully they have 
been admoniſhed, yet how inat- 
tentive and refractory, 


Their very unhappy, but Juſt, & 10 


character is, that they praCtiſe* 
quite different from what they 
profeſs, and do not reckon them- 
ſelves obliged by the moſt ſacred 
engagements; fo far from ob- 
ſerving in the prevailing tenour 
of their actions, they have hard- 
ly patience to hear the diſ- 
courſes of God's prophets. 
They would be glad to ſilence 

them, 


n Go write, &c. the "EE thing is enjoined the prophet Ha- 


baixuk at the roth. v. 
Samuel, c. Ho 2. 


Seert are mentioned, of which number 


is ſaid to be one; that is a ſacred perſon, who 
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by whatſover kind they be of revelations that God makes to him, 
foreſees and diſcovers futurities, by a different word, Nathan is 
called a prophet, that is a public teacher, inveſted with autho- 
rity, taught of God, and an interpreter of divine things. Gad, 
by another expreſſion, is termed, a divine perſon whom the 
Lord honours with ecſtatic revelations, which was the ao 
of the font . Vitring, in Loc. 
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sx or. 40. them, unlefs they would diſſem- 
e with, and fatally deceive 
them; leave off, ſay they, that 
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acrimony of expreſſion you or- 
dinarily uſe in inculcating re- 
pentance, and the future ſtrict- 
nefs of virtue and piety: and 


"accommodate your lectures more 


to our lives and manners; con- 
ſult our taſte, flatter our hu- 
mours, and indulge us in our 
love of gain, ar thirft after ſen- 
ſual pleaſure. 

Grate our ears no longer with 
ſtern prophecies, and ſevere re- 
proofs; and i your conſciences 
forbid this, and you cannot but 
declare what the Loxp hath en- 
joined; we muſt tell you, that 
we will not bear it, therefore de- 
fire you not to ſpeak at all; eſ- 
pecially not to weary us with 
the mention of the name of the 
Lord, of which above all others 
we are averſe to hear any thing. 


12, 13, I cannot but report what, faith 


& 14the prophet, 


T am directly 
charged with, and what the 
molt high God hath expreſsly de- 


clared, Which f is as follows; ſince 


your averſion is ſo ſtrong to the 


mention of my name, and your 


contempt ſo flagrant of my com- 


mands, that you will apply and 


depend upon Egypt; and be of- 


fended with him who would op- 


poſe you in it, and better adviſe 
| you 


11. Get you out 
of the way, turn ahde 
out of the path, cauſe 
the holy one of Iſrael 
to ceale from before 
us. 


12. Therefore thus 
ſaith the holy one of 
Ifrael, becauſe ye de- 


ſpiſe this word and 


truſt in oppreſſion and 
perverſene ſs and ſlay 
thereon. 
13. Therefore this 
iniquity ſhall be to 
ou as a breach ready 
to fall, ſwelling out 
in ab ich wall, whoſe 
breaking cometh ſud- 
denly at an inſtant, 


this 


hoſe 
ſud- 


14. And he ſhall 
break as: the break- 
ing of a potter's veſ- 
ſel, that is broken in 
pieces; he ſhall not 


; ſpare; ſo that there 


ſhall not be found in 
the burſting of it, a 
ſherd to take fire from 
the hearth, or to take 
water withal out of 
the pit, 


— 


15. For thus ſaith 
the Lo RD Gon, the 
holy One of Iſrael, 
in returning and reſt 


hall ye be ſaved; in 


quietneſs and confi- 
dence ſhall be your 
ſtrength, and ye 
would not, 
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you, proſecuting this wild Sx or. 430. 


ſcheme with the utmoſt impe- 
tuoſity of a down right frenzy. 


I do moſt poſitively aſſure you, 
that this enormous offence, in 
truſting to your wealth and to 
haroabh for ſupport, ſhall be 
dearly paid for, or prove greatly 
prejudicial ; the ſwelling -out of 

an high wall is a certain indi- 
cation that it will not ſtand long; 
its materials are not firmly ce- 
mented, and its weight will help 
to bring it down: the like to- 
kens are your pride and infinite 
preſumption, of your approach- 
ing fate. As the owner of an 
earthen veſſel, in his exceſſive: 
rage throws it againſt a wall or 
pavement, not concerned waat 
becomes of it, ſo that it is brok- 
en to pieces, and rendered quite 
uſeleſs: to ſuch irretrievable ruin 
hath the Lord, in his juſt indig- 
nation, conſigned your people, 
neither will he pity or ſpare fuch 


provoking offenders. 


ſa. xxX. 


12, 13. 
& 14 


The ſequel is his certain in- 15 
ſtruction, who is your ſole Lord 
and protector, and poſſeſſed of all 
poſſible perfection to accompliſh 
whatever he ſhall promiſe : all 
your hopes on a moſt holy and 
all-powerful Deity, reſt upon 


your returning 


g from your evil 


courſes, by a timely and ef- 


fectual repentance ; and 


if you 
expect 
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316 A PARAPHRASE en the 


SECT. 40. expect to be preſerved and de- 
dps. ng fended from your enemies, you | , 
Iz muſt; atiently wait and abſolutely 
rely on God; but to no man- 
ner of purpoſe has this conduct 
been repeatedly and moſt earn- 
eſtly urged upon you. 


* 


16 & 1) Your anſwer is in the nega- 6. But 1 . 


tive; and to all that could be no, for we will fcc 
advanced by way of perſuaſion, upon horſes ; there- 


you ſaid, No, we will not con- fore ſhall ye flee, and 
we will ride upon the 


fide in God alone, but we will ſwikt, therefore ſhall 
| ule the utmoſt expedition that they that purſue you 

| horſes can afford to obtain help be ſwift. 
from Egypt, therefore ſhall ye Pp og an 
be forced upon expedition to buke of one; at th 
elcape the enemy ; beaſts of the rebuke of five ſhall 
greateſt ſpeed ſhall carry us to ye flee; till ye be 
ſolicit Pharaob's aſſiſtance, there. left as P a beacon up- 


kg on the top of a moun- 


ceed you in the ſwiftneſs of their fign on an bill. 
cattle, who ſhall purſue your re- 
treat; the attack of an inconſide- 
rable number ſhall occafion your 
very precipitate flight, and your 
rout be ſo compleat, that moſt 
of you ſhall be ſlain, diſperſed, 
Or 


P Beacon, theſe uſually ſtood by themſelves in ſome ſolitary 
place, and cx/zens ſtated on lofty barten hills, are proper fimili- 
tudes to repreſent their feen condition; but by a different 
turn given to the words, ſome underſtand them, as ſignifying, 
mat they were diſperſed over the face of the whole earth; and 
that people ſhunned them, or gathered together only to gaze at 
them; as they flock to a ſtandard erected on ſome emt- 
nence, Velaten, rendered at the 18th v. and therefore, may 1% 


taer ſignify yet norwithFanding., 
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odr carried away captive as ob- SE or. 40. 
a 1 jects for all people to gaze at, Fo 


pity, or deſpiſe. w_ 8 
CHAEF. cc AL 
ſalimations, that when the Jews were humble and pe- 
nitent, the Lord would appear for them, and be 
id, exalted by his clemency and mercy; and by his judg- 
Ice ments upon their enemies : they ſhould dwell in peace 
A and aft at Jeruſalem, and bave no more occaſion 
- of grief and tears; if they ſuffered ſome hardſhips 
all as to the ſcarcity of proviſions, they ſhould neverthe- 
ou leſs abound in rational and nobler entertainment; no 
> more neglef and perſecute their teachers, but be pleaſed 
05 with their fidelity, improve by their inſtructions, and 
the whenever they erred or ſtrayed, eaſily be perſuaded to 
all return into the right way. Idols ſhould be treated 
og with the utmoſt contempt and abhorrence. The pro- 
duce of their land plentiful, and their ſtate in general 
„ Proſperous. Diſtreſſes to fall upon their adverſaries ; 
and their hearts to overflow with joy and gratitude. 
18 to the end. | 7 | 
Is A. xxx. 18. | IS A. xxx. 18. SECT. 40s 
ND. therefore "7 HATEVER rigour and 
will the Lord q Tfa, xxx 


wait that he may be ſeverity oY Jr A his 18 
gracious unto you, people, ſome of the diſpenſations 


and therefore will he of divine providence may ſeem 


. to 
tary 4 Wait, &c. the radix ſignifies to ſtay, wait, or tarry in hope 
ill of ſome benefit. We wait for God, when we patiently expect 
rent his gracious interpoſition, or the accompliſhment of a promiſe” 
Ing, or prediction in our favour. God patiently warts for us in ex- 
and pectation of our repentance, and becoming objects, or qualified 
e at for his favour, | 
mi- Exalted, &c. the Hebrew ſignifies to lift, to raiſe, or rear 
ka. up a fone or building; an high earth, or exalted ſituation, where 


there is ſafety. The meaning in the text is, He will be exalt- 
ed, in your ſenſe of his great powers, 1 in the judg- ' 
ments inflicted on you, to lift up one's ſelf for action. Iſaiah 
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Sect.40 to have carried in them, they are 
SG all molt certainly deſigned to ren- 


Iſa. 


18 


XXX. : 


4A PARAPHRASE on the 


der you penitent and objects of 


his mercy : he is waiting the ef- 


fect and deſiring the opportunity, 
that your evil courſes being re- 
formed, he may conſiſtently diſ- 


play thoſe attributes for your 


good in which he is peculiarly 
delighted: it is with moderation, 
clemency, and all favourable al- 


lowances for your infirmities that 


19 


he puniſhes; not in tranſports 


of paſſion and fury of indigna- 
tion. Inexpreſſibly happy are 


all they who comport with his 


views, and ſubmiſſively expect 
the return of his favour. 

The conſiderate good people, 
who act in this religious wiſe 
manner, ſhall experience the 
happy effects; the calamitous 
ſeaſon ſhall be a very ſhort one, 
before they dwell again in peace 
and ſafety at Feruſalem. When 
you ſhall lift up your voice of 
diſtreſs, the Lord will incline his 
ear of a very kind regard; the 
event ſhall ſoon ſhew that he 
hath moſt graciouſly attended, 


and you have not implored his 


aid in vain, 
You ſhall be unſpeakably hap- 
Py in a general -reformation of 
| I man- 


be exalted that he may 
have mercy upon 
ou: for the Lord ig 
a God of Judgment; 
bleſſed are all they 
that wait for him, 


19. For the peo. 


ple ſhall r dwell in 


Zion at Jeruſalem : 
thou ſhalt weep no 
more: he will be 
ve racious unto 
ths, — the voice of 
thy cry; when he 
ſhall hear it, he will 
anſwer thee, 


20. And though 
the Lord give you 
tho 


TON Dwell in Zion, moſt probably, after S-nnacherib had with- 
drawn his troops from the ſiege of Feruſalem, and could not pre- 


vall againſt it. 


bal 


WC 
ſay 
wa 
wh 
rig 


ye 


the bread of adver- 
fty, and the water 
of affliction, yet ſhall 
not thy teachers be 
removed into a cor- 
ner any more, but 
thine eyes ſhall ſee 
thy teachers, 


21, And thine 
ears ſhall hear s a 
word behind thee, 
ſaying, This is the 
way, walk ye in it 
when ye turn to the 
right hand, and when 
ye turn to the leſt, 
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manners; and though a famine SE or. 40. 


of the neceſſaries of life may 


prevail, yet you ſhall have learn- 


ed the unſpeakable advantage of 
faithful inſtructors in acquieſ- 
cence, patience, and all virtue; 
they ſhall no more be obliged to 
hide in corners, or flee to diſtant 
countries to avoid the perſecu- 
tion of your contempt and in- 
ſult; it ſhall give you an high 


— 
Ha. xxx. 


20 


pleaſure to receive their frequent 


viſits, and to grow wiſer and 


better by their rational and af- 


fectionate diſcourſes. 
Another ſignal privilege, 
ſudden paſſion, or ſtrong temp- 


tation, may ſometimes miſlead 


you, the Lord will vouchſafe, 


48 21 


that by his word in the mouth 
of his teachers, whenever you 


deviate he will be preſent, and 
ready to direct you ſpeedily to 
return into the right way. This 
inexpreſſible benefit you will de- 
rive from a conſtant ſucceſſion 
of true prophets and reprovers 
by office, in concurrence with 
what you underſtand from reaſon 


and conſcience, the courſe of 


providence and the effects and 


conſequences of your actions. 


As 


$ 4 word behind, &c. an allufion, as has been reckoned, to 
ſchool-maſters, who follow their diſciples ſtep by ſtep, to ob- 
ſerve and remind them, if they go out of the path, or exceed 


tie limits preſcribed them. 


r to ſhepherds who come behind 


their flocks, to bring them, if they ſtraggle, into the way 
again. 1 


excellent herbage. 

24 The produce of corn ſhall 

alſo be ſo richly abundant, that 
„ 


24. The oxen like- 
wiſe, and the young 
alles 


320 4 PaRAPHRASE on the | 
SECT.q4o. As to all falſe religion, a grate- 22. « Ye ſhall de- a 
ful remembrance of the wonders * allo the covering 9 
232 wrought for you by the eternal 85 . ö 
. N „and the 
Fehovah, ſhall engage you to ornament of thy mol. t. 
treat his rivals and idol compe- ten images of gold, i 
titors with the utmoſt contempt thou ſhalt caſt the 
ky and abhorrence : however rich ack Ne 
by the ornaments of images, Or unto it, get the 
4 heavy with the decorations of hence: be 
by gold or ſilver, to ſhew them no 5 
N regard, to throw them out of the an 
1 way as defiled and offenſive ; in 
* to ſay to them, O ye deteſtable 5 
"4 vanities, get ye for ever out of 
A my ſight. IP 
bo 23 If your repentance be thus ef- 23. Then ſhall le 
9 fectual and univerſal, inſtead of give the rain of the 
*g the gloomy and melancholy proſ- — that thou ſhal 
{ | ow the ground with- 
7 pect of a depopulated country, al, an; bread of 
L which you have ſometimes be- the increafe of the 
held; your God ſhall command <arth, and it ſhall be 
the clouds to water with their ſat and plenteow; . 
; | | in that day ſhall thy ligh 
rain and dew the ground where cattle feed in lage hal 
your ſeed is ſown ; your bread paſture, of t 
corn ſhall be well-fed, and the Ugh 
heavy ears in the greateſt plenty: kh 
your cattle alſo ſhall not be li- in t 
mitted to a ſmall diſtrict, or a Lok 
barren waſte; but ſhall graze at 1 
large in extenſive paſtures of 705 


t Ye ſhall defile, &c. The prophet had before repreſented 

i mages and idols as blinder than moles, and fitter to lie in dark- 

neſs than batts, i. e. to be treated with the utmoſt diſdain an! 
abhorrence, c. ii. 20. | | 
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affes that ear the thoſe uſeful and laborious crea-S Hr. 40. 


ike- 
Jung 
alles 


ted 
Jark- 
and 


ground, ſhall eat clean 
provender which hath 
been winnowed with 
the ſhovel and with 
the fan. 


25. And there ſhall 
be upon every high 
mountain, and upon 
every high hill, rivers 
and Areams of water 
in theday of the great 
ſlaughter, when the 
towers fall, 


tures for plowing the land, the 
oxen and aſſes ſhall have a ſut-, 


ficiency of it for provender, pure 


and unmixed with chaff, as in 
former times as done to e 
it more laſting. 

Further conſpicuous ſhall the 25 
divine goodneſs and mercy be, 
in the heavy ſhowers of refreſh-. 
ing rain that ſhall fall upon the 
mountains and hills, which uſed 
to be unfruitful, and run down 
in torrents to fertilize the diſtant 
valleys; this ſhall be obſervable 
in that joyful and glorious day, 
when the Lord ſhall cauſe a 
mighty flaughter to happen a- 
mong your enemies and their 


Princes and generals, like ſo many 


26, Moreover, the 
light of the moon 
ſhall be as the light 
of the fun, and the 
light of the ſun ſhall 


be ſeven-fold as the 


git of ſeven days, 
in the day that the 
Lo xo bindeth up the 
breach of his people, 
and healeth the ſtroke 
of their wound. 


towers, to faint and die. 


Into ſuch ecſtacies of joy ſhall 26 


the people be thrown when the 


LoRkp ſhall deliver them from 
their fears and dangers, that 
there ſhall ſeem to be a change 
in the face of univerſal nature ; 
the moon, with its feebler rays 
of borrowed light, ſhall ſhine 
with all the brightneſs and ſplen- 
dour of the ſun's meridian beams; 
and the light of the ſun itſelf 
blaze out with ſuch tranſcendant 


ſtrength and amazing glory, as 


if ſeven ſuns at once ſhone in the 
firmament, and with all their 
united vigour and luſtre as it 

1 1 were, 


Ila. xxx 
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322 A PARAPHRASE on 

Sr or. 41. were, congratulated the wonder- 

— ful recovery of our ſtate and 

N nation from the breaches and 
wounds we had received of the 
enemy. 

27 Let the whole world be admo- 
niſhed, that though the Su- 
preme Majeſty, from an infinite 
patience and unwillingneſs that 
any ſhould periſh, may ſeem to 
ſtand afar off, and poſtpone the 
execution of his threatnings, 
yet it they are not reclaimed, he 
will come at length with the ut- 
moſt violence of flaming wrath, 
to pour down the heavy weight 
of intolerable vengeance : his 
lips as it were tremble with tranſ- 

ort of anger, and every word 
335 terror, confuſion, and 
deſtruction. 

28 The unhappy man is not in 
greater danger of drowning than 
the impenitent are of ruin, from 
his terrible diſpleaſure, that is 
up to the midſt of the neck in a 
ſtream of overflowing water; as 
in a ſieve that is ſoon empty, by 
letting what is put in it run 
through: ſo will he fift and 
ſhake, diſtreſs and ſcatter, the 

enemies 


u Indignation, the learned profeſſor Schulten's, affirms from the 
Arabic derivation, that the original force of this word, 15 to 
fam at the mouth. Hence it ſignifies to be in great wrath, to 


the 


27. Behold, the 
name of the Lo RD 
cometh from far, 
burning with his an- 
ger, and the burden 
thereof is heavy: his 
lips are full ofu indig- 
nation, and his ton- 
gue as a devouring 
fre. | 


28. And his breath 


as an ovcrflowing 


' ſtream ſhall reach to 


the midſt of the neck, 
to ſift the nations with 
the ſieve of vanity; 
and there ſhall be a 
bridle in the jaws of 
the people, caulng 
them to err. 


expreſs this in bitter language; to ſhew it by all marks of 
the higheſt deteſtation. It denotes furious anger; the warmel 
reſentment againſt an object that is become abominable, and 


fierce inſolence. Hef. vii. 16. 
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enemies of his people, till they SE r. 40. 
are reduced to the ſmalleſt num 

ber; as a rider checks and turns 3 
an horſe with bit and bridle, ſo 


will he curb and guide them, 


— 
"I 


= . 


ö 
1 
7+ 
' 


ER + 


1 contrary to their deſigns, into 5 
e > ho; 6 1 
md | divers ways that ſhall iſſue in 1 
far, their ruin and miſery, | 15 
Fo 29. Ye ſhall have On that joyful occaſion, O ye 29 F 
" aſong as inthenight, reſcued people, you ſhall ſing ſ 
32 when a holy ſolem- 5 Exod .D þ 
dig- nity is kept; and and give glory to God, with | 
out gladneſs of heart, as that mirth and pleaſure which i 
"i'd when one gocth with are uſual on the evening before j 
« pipe o come 12 your ſolemn feſtivals, when all 
the mountain of the 
Lord, to the mighty your males go up to the temple; 
one of Ifrael. the {ame as when you pals along 
from diſtant parts of the coun- 
try, chanting and playing upon 
muſical inſtruments, from an 
unfeigned joy that you are 
ſhortly to meet with your offer- 
OP” ings and ſervices, the great and 
wing _ _ bleffed God, in his ſacred reſt 
th to on mount Zion. 
_ zo. And the Lord The dreadful overthrow to be 30 
he ſhall cauſe BY gu g. celebrated, has in it certain and 
be 4 r eee undeniable marks of divine in- 
” of lighting down of his dignation what is it but the 
us WY am, with the indig- voice of Infinite Majeſty that 
nation of his anger, rends the ſkies in the loudeſt 
and with the flame of | 55 e 
adevouring fire, with Flaps OL bellowing thunder? 
ſcattering and tempeſt What but his matchleſs arm that 
and hajl-ſtones. blazes in lightning all abroad, 
m i" aud deſtroys wherever the ball 
£2 falls! Horror ſeizes them : he 
is @ | ſtrikes in fury: how heavy do 
armeſt : 


they feel his mighty hand ! how 
S | lis = high 


324 A PARAPHRASE on the 


Sgr. 40. high do the. flames of his anger 
Sling riſe | how widely do the hurri- 
% canes of his wind diſperſe ! the 
tempeſt how it roars, and the 
hail-ſtones rattle | 


31 By this commotion in the hea- 


vens, this rage of clements and 
aſtoniſhing diſplay of Omni- 
otent vengeance, ſuch a blow 
ſhall be given the Afyrians, that 
it need not be repeated, they 
ſhall not be able to riſe again, 
who have ſo long been a ſcourge 
and terror to all the netghbour- 
ing nations, | 

32 Andin every place where the 
grounded ſtaff of divine indig- 

nation, which gives the deepeſt 
wounds, ſhall fall, it ſhall plain- 
iy appear that it is the arm of 
the Lord which hath wielded it; 
and his people ſhall celebrate 
their deliverance in melodious 
ſtrains with exulting triumph : 
in battles that will ſhake and 
ſtorm their utmoſt ſtrength and 
courage, even in a tempeſt, and 
moſt terrible convulſion of na- 
ture, will the Omnipotent Being 
attack and cruſh them to atoms, 
or depreſs them to nothing. 

33 For the valley of Topher, as 
appointed in antient times, of 
God for this dreadful purpoſe in 
a future age, 1s fitted for the re- 
ception of the greateſt multitude 
of Aſſyrian carcaſes to be buried 

N 


31. For through the 
voice of the LoRxD 
ſhall the Aſſyrian be 
beaten down, which 
ſmote with à rod, 


32. And in every 
place where the 
grounded ſtaff ſhall 
paſs, which the Lord 
ſhall Jay upon him, 
it ſhall be with tab- 
rets and harps, and 
in battles of ſhaking 
will he fight with it, 


33. For Tophet is 
ordained of old. Yea 


for the king it is pre- 


pared, he hath made 
it deep and large, 


the pile thereof 7s fire | 


and much wood, the 


breath of the Lord, 
| like 


like a ſiream of brim- or burnt there: as deſigned, it is SE Or. 40. 


ſtone, doth Kindle it. 


Book of IS AIAh. 


very properly prepared for the 
captains and generals of that 33 
army, being a very low one in 
its ſituation, and extenſively 
large in its {urface ; the vaſt pile 


thereof conſiſts of fire to con- 


ſume, and combuſtibles of wood 
to feed it ; the Lord, in his tu- 
ry, with his ſpirit like a current 
of liquid ſulphur proceeding 
from a tempeſt, doth kindle it 
to that degree of violence, that 
it ſhall ſpeedily deſtroy whatever 
is caſt into it. 


CHAP: ai SEET, XLL 


The Tews further diſſuaded from applying to Egypt 
for help, or relying on the multitude of their chariots, 
and ſtrength of their horſemen. The Egyptians 
only men, not God, and their horſes fleſh not ſpirit. 
The Lord himſelf would defend and protect Jeruſalem : 
Then the people were to repent, to turn unto him, 
and ſhew their full conviction of the vanity and folly 
of worſhipping idols, in conſequence of which the 
Aſſyrian army ſhould be deſtroyed. 


Is A.\xXXt. 1. 


Oto them that 

go down to 

Egypt for help, and 
ſtay on horſes, and 
truſt in chariots, be- 
cauſe they are many, 
and in horſemen, be- 
cauſe they are very 


ſtrong; 


Is A. XXxi. I. 


1 the natural courſe of Secr. 41 


things the 7ews are certain 
to meet with diſappointment and 
diſgrace; and, in 'the name of 
the Lord, I do further denounce 
judgments upon them, who 
I 1 3 take 


? 4 0 — 
5 . 
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SECT. 41. 


— — 


Iſa. xxxi 


1 


A PARAPHRASE on the 


take journeys to Egypt, in order 
to procure ſuccour or ſhelter 
from that countr, ; that place 
confidence in thoſe chariots with 
which they abound; and in 
horſemen that are remarkable 
for their ſtrength and activity; 
but have not their eyes and hopes, 
homage and ſupplication deter- 


mined to the Eternal God and 


their Almighty Guardian. 


7 
: You value yourſelves upon 


your political wiſdom, and reck- 
on you do well in following 
your own counſels, and relying 
on the Egyptians; but be aſſured, 
that God 1s infinitely wiſer than 
either you or them; he will in- 
fallibly bring that evil and miſ- 
chief upon you, which you hope 
to ſtave off by their means, and 
will not revoke his words with 
reſpect to thoſe calamities which 


he hath threatened to correct you 


with by the hands of the AHri- 
ans: but will ariſe from his ſeat 
of judgment to ſee his ſentence 
executed upen the rebellious 
houſes of wicked Fews, and alſo 
the Egyptians, who come to af- 
ford aſſiſtance to that unbeliev- 
ing generation. 


3 The number, ſtrength or 


ſpeed, whether of men or horſes, 


do not ſignify; the Egyptians are 
no more than men, conſequently 


can 


ſtrong but they look 
not unto the bolyOne 
of Iſrael, neither ſeek 
the Lord. 


2. Yet he alſo i; 
wife, and will bring 
evil, and will not call 
back his words : but 
will ariſe againſt the 
houſe of the «vil 
doers, and againſt 
the help of them that 
work iniquity, 


3. Now the Egyp- 
tians are men and not 
God, andtheir horſes 
fleſh and not ſpirit: 
when the Lord ſkill 

ſtretch 


ow, 
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ſtretch out his hand, 
both he that helpeth 
ſhall fall, and he that 
is holpen ſhall fall 
down, and they all 
ſhall fall together. 


4. For thus hath 
the Lord ſpoken unto 
me, like as the lion 
and the young lion 
roaring on his prey, 
when a multitude of 
ſhepherds is called 
forth againſt him, he 


will not be afraid of 
their voice, nor a- 


baſe himſelf for the 
noiſe of them: fo 
ſhall the Lord of 
Hoſts come down to 
fight for mount Zion, 
and for the hill there- 


of, 
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can do nothing without an Al- Szcr.41 


mighty Being, to ſtren 
ſucceed them ; much leſs oppoſe 
any power they have to his om- 
nipotence; and their horſes are 
fleſh, not ſpirit, nor can enter 


othen and 


Into competition with a ſpiritual 


and inviſible Being of reſiſtleſs 


might; if the ſupreme intelli- 
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gence only ſtretch forth his hand, - 


that alone is ſufficient to bring 
head-long to the ground, both 
he that giveth, and he that re- 
ceiveth the utmoſt aid of all hu- 
man ability; they muſt neceſſa- 
rily both of them ſink and utter- 
ly periſh together. 


This will be the certain and 8 


inevitable fate of the Zgyptians, 


and of the faithleſs Jews who 


depend upon them ; nevertheleſs 


there is a remnant of the pecu- 
liar people who truſt in.the Lord 
their God, and ſhall be preſerv- 
ed; for thus, faith the prophet, 
hath he expreſsly declared to me, 
As a lion will not be terrified by 
their united voices, to part with 
his prey, and at the expence of 
his courage, flee from the loud- 
eſt clamours of a multitude of 
ſhepherds; with ſuch intrepi- 
dity and matchleſs vigour ſhall 
the great Lorp of the whole 
creation come down to fight for 
mount Zion, and defend the ſa- 
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SFT. 47. 
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A PAR AP HRAS E 
cred hill on which his temple 


ſtands. 
With whatever eaſe, as only 


taking birds neſts, the vain A 


Hrian has boafted that he has ob- 
tained victories over various na- 
tions; he ſhall not be able to 
ſay the ſame concerni g FJeruſa- 
lem; in his affectionate regard 
for it the Almighty will defend 
and deliver this city; for this 
purpoſe he will come with the 
winged ſpeed of flying birds 
when their young ones are 1n 
danger ; he will hover over to 
guard it as they flutter about 
their neſts to preferve them : as 


the angel once did for their ſafe- 


ty in paſſing over the houſes of 


the Jaelites; he will ſecure his 
people, while he is performing a 


moſt dreadful laughter on their 


enemy in the Afjyrian camp. 

His promiſes are molt faith- 
ful, but O my fellow citizens, 
they are conditional; and you 
muſt return to your allegiance 
and the future obedience of his 
laws, from which in time paſt, 
you have greatly ſwerved by 
your manifold tranſgreſſions. 

Particularly in the provoking 
inſtance of a vile idolatry; it is 
very reaſonably expected, that 
you ſhould bereformed; andas all 
arguments ſhail appear in the 


ſtrongeit point of view, at that af- 
fecting 


on the 


5. As birds flying, 
ſo will the Lord of 
hoſts defend Jeruſa- 
lem, defending alſo 
he will delive: . 
and paſſng over he 
will preſerve it. 


6. Turn ye unto 
him from whom the 
children of Iſrael 
have deeply revolted, 


7. For in that day 
every man ſhall caſt 
away his idols of ſil- 
ver, and his idols of 
gold, which your 
own hands have made 
unto you for a im, 


Ss wed eo. coo LA. 
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fecting ſeaſon, when the AHrian SR r. 41. 
army is univerſallj ſpreading ruin —do= 
and deſolat on in your country,, 
every man among vou will be 
fully convinced of the extreme va- 
nity of all idol or image worſnip; 
with a fixed deteſtation he will 
caſt away thoſe horrid deluſions, 
the work of his own or other 
mens hands, and which nothing 
but their own folly and iniquity 
could ever tempt them to pay 
homage to. : 
8. Then ſhall the At that ever memorable period, g 
Aſſyrian fall with the the Afyrian forces ſhall meet 
1 _ Toms with a compleat overthrow, and 
Cs not of a mean à molt ſurprizing one: for it 
man, ſhall devour ſhall not be effected by any mar- 
hn 59 3 yy tial weapons, of man whether 
bis young men ſhall great or ſmall, but by the flaming 
be x diſtomfited: ſword of divine vengeance. The 
general himſelf, ſhall make a 
precipitate retreat from the terror 
of ſome unknown hand, and in- 
viſible wrath of Heaven, and 
the ſtrength and flower of his 
troops ſhall in panicks flee for 
their lives, or faint and melt 
away as wax before the ſun. 


And 


x Diſcomfited, melted, become totally diſſolved; from a ra- 
dix, which fignifies to diffolve the confiſtency, firmneſs, or 
ſubſtance of a body, as the manna was diſſolved by the heat of 
the ſun. Thus it is referred to the waſting or deſtruction of 
mens lives by God's judgments, Fob. xil. 23. he will laugh, 
&c. rather the ſcourge will laugh at the wal. the waſting or 
conſumption of the innocent. 
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Secr41. And he ſhall proceed with the 9- And he ſhall 
12 utmoſt expedition, by forced pg“ 00 bis firong 
xxxi. old for fear; and 
| © marches, to the ſtrongeſt for- his princes ſhall be 
treſſes for ſafety; neither will his afraid of the enſgn, 
awakened fears ſuffer him to 3 the Lord, whoſe 
make any long ſtay, till he ar- bis eee 
rive at his capital city Niniveb; ſalem. 
as to his nobles and | rinces, if 
they ſee an enſign or ſtandard, 
they will imagine it to be the 
fame that has wrought ſuch a 
terrible deſtruction among them; 
and that the Almighty, by his 
angel, is ſtill purſuing them, 
' who has a fire continually bun- 
„ ing to try and purge his people 
on mount Zion, and a furnace 
ö ſeven times hotter in 7eruſalem, 
to conſume their enemies, when 
f they attempt to beſiege it. | 


CHAP, 
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Prophecy of the wiſe and juſt government of a good 
prince, who would protect and defend his ſubjects 

from violence and oppreſſion. T heir minds to be en- 
ligbtened with true knowledge, and a reformation 
prevail agreeable to the laws of uni verſal righteouſ- 
neſs. Women addreſſed who lived in luxury and in- 
dolence, and awakened with a prediction of calami- 
tous times. The people afterwards to be revived 
and have plenty reſtored. The practice of virtue 
and piety to prevail, and with it every inſtance of 
defirable proſperity and happineſs. | | 


IA. xxXii. 1. IS A. xxxii. : a 
3 IT is worth remarking, that 8 cr. * 
rigbteouſneſs, and amongſt ſo many Vraliti — 
princes ſhall rule in monarchs that govern ill, pro- Ifa. xxxii. 
judgment. vidence ſhall raiſe up one to fill! 
the throne, who ſhall rule that 
people according to the laws of 
an impartial wiſdom and moſt 
perfect equity, clemency and 
mercy ;z- and his miniſters ſhall 
on all occaſions ſhew a ſteady 


regard to the integrity of juſtice, 


2. And a man ſhall 
be as an hiding- place 


from the wind, and 


a covert from the 
tempeſt : as rivers of 


water in a dry place, 


as the ſhadow of a 


great rock Ina weary 
Aal. 


truth and prudence. 


And the magiſtrate, whethe 2 


ſupreme or ſubordinate, ſhall 
with the greateſt readineſs cor- 
rect any abuſes that may hap- 
pen, and afford protection and 
redreſs to injured innocence : 
as an hiding place in tem peſtous 

weather, 
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A PARAPHRASE on the 
SECT. 3 weather, or an haven here 


— ſhips may ride in ſafety during 
a ſtorm; as rivers of water that 


? efreſh the parched ground and 


thirſty traveller, or the hollow 
cavern of a great rock, to ſhel- 
ter from the ſun's ſcorching heat 
in a barren deſert; ſo happy for 
the people ſhall this adminiſtra- 
tion be, even in the moſt tem- 
peſtuous ſeaſons, when dangers 
threaten, or powerful and for- 
midable armies invade. 

Of all good, the greateſt ſhall 
be a change in their morals z and 
thoſe who were formerly evil 
affected to the word of God by 
his prophets, ſhall be heartily 


inclined to receive the light of 


true knowledge; and ſhall moſt 
diligently attend to thoſe diſcour- 
fes that are calculated to im- 
prove their underſtanding, re- 
ſtrain their paſſions, and re Zu- 
late, according to the laws of 
virtue and piety, their lives and 
converſations. 

Sobriety and diſcretion, even 
a compoſed and ſerious frame of 
mind ſhall be obſervable in thoſe 


ungoverned tempers, that were 


forms rly raſh and inconſiderate ; 

impatient of all controul, and 
that could bear no contradiction; 
and the unpractiſed tongue of 
the weak and faltering ſpeaker 


on any ſubject of "x 


3. And the eyes 
of them that ſee, ſhall 
not be dim; and the 
ears of them that hear 
ſhall hearken. 


4. The heart alſo 


of the raſh ſhall un- 


derſtand knowledge, 
and the tongue of the 
ſtammerers ſhall be 


ready to ſpeak plain: 


ly. 


5. The vile per- 
ſon ſhall be no more 
called liberal, nor 
the churl ſaid to be 
bountiful, 


6. For the vile 
perſon will ſpeak 
villainy, and his heart 
will work iniquity, 
to practiſe hypocri- 
ſy, and to utter error 
againſt the Lord, to 
make empty the ſoul 
of the hungry, and 
he will cauſe the 
drink of the thirſty 
to fail, 
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ſhall appear expert and exceed- SR or. 42. 


ing ready at communicating his 
ideas of truth and virtue, with 
the utmoſt freedom, perſpicuity 
and propriety. 


The reformation ſhall be real, ; 


and men's eſtimates taken from 
their prevailing qualities. The 


- worthleſs and vicious ſhall not 


be termed good and upright; 


ſoothed in his evil courſes, and 


advanced to poſts of honour, 
nor ſhall the ſordid baſe world- 
ling be flattered, as if he was 
generous and bountiful, and pro- 
moted to places of profit in this 


auſpicious reign. 
The reaſon is very evident, 6 
why ſuch deſpicable characters 


ſhould not be placed in conſpi- 


cuous points of view, nor emo- 


luments and honours conferred 
on them; becauſe they cannot 
alter them: in ſpite of all they 
will retain the ſame low and 
grovelling diſpoſition, and on 
every occaſion ſhew themſelves 
1n their natural colours of baſe- 


neſs and deformity ; their ton- 


gues will ſpeak what wickedneſs 
is in their heart, their heart will 
be contriving ſome miſchief ; 
and under the ſpecious covert of 
religion they will perpetuate the 
greateſt iniquity, pronounce un- 
juſt ſentences, and oppreſs the 

poor 


— 
Ifa. xxxii. 
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Sx Cf. 42. poor to that degree, that they 
— manned 


ii. 


ſhalt want common ſuſtenance. 
The inſtruments he makes uſe 
of, or the means and artifices 
are likewiſe cvil and unworthy; 
he concerts meaſures and gives 
things the face of juſtice, that 
by unwarrantable cenſures or 
falſe witneſſes, he may perform 
what is moſt unjuſt and cruel ; 
he will not ſcruple to diveſt the 
poor of his right by form of law, 
and in that court of judicature 


_ deprive him of it which ought to 


fecure it to him. 


8 On the other hand, the man 


of honour and generoſity never 
forms a deſign that is unbecom- 
ing himſelf, and unworthy of 
his character ; he contrives how 
to do good and render others 
happy; and by perpetual ſtudies 
and endeavours of this kind, he 
ſecures his intereſt, he ſtands 
his ground, and is moſt firmly 
eſtabliſhed in all inſtances of a 
growing proſperity. 


9A time of ſuch great and ge- 


neral diſtreſs 1s approaching. to- 
ward the whole Few; nation, 
that there is no one in a higher 
condition, but what will be af- 
fected with, therefore may very 
pertinently be apprized of its 


diſmal fcenes. Let my prophecy 


awaken yourattention, O ye wo- 
men who enjoying wealth and 


plenty 


7. The inſtruments 
of the churl are evil: 
he deviſeth wicked 
devices to d eftroy the 
poor with lying 
words, even when 
the needy ſpeaketh 
right, 


8. But the libe- 
ral deviſeth liberal 
things, and by libe- 
ral things ſhall be 
ſtand. 


9. Riſe up ye vo- 
men that are at eaſe, 
y hear my voice ye 
careleſs daughters, 
give ear unto my 
ſpeech. 


r 


2 
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10. Many days 
and years ſhall ye be 
troubled, ye careleſs 
women ; for the vin- 
tage ſhall fail, the 
gathering ſhall not 
come. - 


al 


e 


11. y Tremble ye 


women that are at 


eaſe : be troubled ye 
careleſs ones: ſtrip 
ye and make ye bare, 
and gird ſackcloth 


x upon your loins. 
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plenty are wholly diſſolved in SR or. 42. 
eaſe, indolence and luxury: 9 
ye daughters who are far removed it 
from fear and care, do you liſten 
to what I am relating, nor flatter 
your vain hopes that you are 
exempt from changes. 

You moſt certainly are not, 10 
and however fondly devoted you 
are at preſent to the trifling va- 
nities of fantaſtick dreſs and 
ſplendid equipage, amuſement 
and pleaſure, you will ſhortly 
ſee your error, and a ſucceſſion 
of events that are hanging over 
you; make you ſerious and ſor- 
rowful ; a remarkable deficiency 
ſhall happen of the earth's no- 


bleſt produce, or the enemy ſhall 


ſpread deſolation among your 
vineyards, that very few grapes 
ſhall be gathered. | 
You who are moſt ſecure, 11 
ſhould be arouſed to prepare for 
a ſeaſon of ſhuddering fears and 
trembling horrors, that trouble 
andanguiſh which ſhall ſeize you 
who never knew anxiety; that you 
ſhall put off your gay attire and 
even ordinary apparel, and as 
upon occaſion of ſome publick 
calamity or general mourning, 
gird yourſelves with ö 
| n 


y The ſentiment gathers additional ſtrength in every ex- 
preſſion: hear, give ear, ye ſhall be troubled: tremble, ye ſhall la- 


Ment, &c. 
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4 PAR APHRAS E on the 


In bitter lamentations, they 
— ſhall ſhow how deeply ſenſible 
12 they are of their extreme diſtreſs, 
when the nouriſhment in their 


bre ſts for their tender infants, 


is dried up for want of pro- 
per food ; when the fields that 
uſed to ſmile in green array for 
paſturage, and were enamelled 
with variety of flowers, or en- 
riched with plenty of golden 
ears of corn are laid waſte ; and 
the vine that Jately teemed with 
heavy cluſters of an exhilerating 
beverage bears no fruit, or is 
ſtript of it by a ravaging army. 
That moſt fertile land, which 
the Logp, of his great benigni- 
ty, appointed for the heritage 


of his peculiar people, for a long 


time ſhall remain unculti: ated 
and over-run with briars and 
thorns ; yea, they ſhall ſprout 
up In the gay and pleaſant city 
Jeruſalem, where houſes formerly 


Rood that were frequented for 


mirth and feſtivity. 


14 The deſolation will be ſtill 


more extenſive, and the civil 


government being ſubverted, 


the ſtately palaces of princes and 
nobles ſhall be vacated; the 
whole place forfaken by the 
multitude of its inhabitants ; 
the citadels and ſtrong towers be 

re- 


12. They ſhall la- 
ment for the 2 teats, 
for the pleaſar thelds, 
for the fruitful vine, 


re, Upon the land 
of my people ſhall 


come up thorns and 


briars, yea, upon all 
the houſes of joy in 


the ; Joyous city. 


14. Becauſe thepa- 
laces ſhall be forſa- 
ken; the multitude 
of the city ſhall be 
left; the forts and 
towers ſhall be for 


dens for ever, ajoy of 
wild aſſes, a paſture 


flocks. 


z Teatr. This is illuſtrated, Sam. iv. 3. 4. 


int 
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reduced to ruins, and for a ſuc- sx or. 42. 

ceſſion of years ſhall be the har- Sd 
Iſa. xxxii. 

bour of ſavage creatures, a ſuita- ; 

ble place of ſolitude for wild aſſes, 

a paſture for flocks and herds, 

15 Until the ei- Their condition ſhall be a very 15 
citbe poured upon us PCr, but not an hopeleſs 
from pn high, and a period ſhall be put to 
the wilderneſs be a 5 ws 7 b ag 
fruitful Feld, and the their miſeries, but not before 
fruitful field be count - they are reformed ; and the Lord 
ei for a foxeſt. return in mercy by his almighty 
. Power, and all animating ſpirit 

to revive and recover them to 
an happy and proſperous ſtate; 
then their city ſnall be again in- 
habited; the waſte ground yield 
increaſe ike a fruitful field, and 

the fruitful field produce ſuch 
abundance as to reſemble a foreſt 
thick ſet wich trees. 

16. Then judg- * The true fear of the eternal 16 | 
ment ſhall dwell in Deity ſhall be manifeſt in all 1 
the wilderneſs, and parts, publick ſpirit and private 
righteouſneſs remain virtue prevail, and juſtice be 
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CTR” Dk faithfully adminiſtered and ji 

| uniformly practiſed in thoſe 4 

> | places where cattle grazed, or " 
L 2 | wild beaſts fed and hid them- [ 
0 ſelves; and real excellence of i 
J character and behaviour ſhall be ö 
or 1 perpetuated amongſt them who | | 
oF ſow the incloſed ground with | 
8 corn, or plant it with vines and | 

olive trees. = | 


11& 18, And te The conſtant efforts and ha- 1) & 18 


work of righteouſneſs 5 
r eee bitual prevailing practice of vir 


the effect of righte- FUE arid piety ſhall be peace and 
ouſneſs K tran- 
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P f tranquillity; and the effect a 


moſt placid happy ſtate with the 
perpetuity of its enjoyment; 
and my people, faith the Lord, 
ſhall be ſo preſerved by my kind 
providence, as that their dwel- 
lings ſhall be perfectly free from 
all hoſtile alarms, their houſes 
fecure from foreign invaſions 
and domeſtic broils; and the 
places where they lie down, and 
riſe up defended from all dan- 
gers or diſturbances. 

An uninterrupted peace and 
fafety may be fully depended on, 
even when the judgments of an 
incenſed deity are pouring down 
upon the ungodly like rattling 
hail: whatever the ſituation of 
their cities is, whether upon the 
aſcending ground of high hills, 
or in a lower country of plains 
and valleys, under the divine 
protection they need fear no evil. 
20 Extremely happy fhall the 
man be who ſhall live to ſee 
theſe proſperous and flouriſhing 
times, when your moſt barren 
land ſhall be ſo fruitful as to 
produce as rich crops as that 
which 1s the beſt watered, and 
lies near the banks of refreſhing 
ftreams; who ſhall ſend forth 
the ox and aſs, or turn out your 
cattle to crop it that it grow not 
_ rampant or luxuriant. 


the 


ouſneſs, quietneſs, 
and aſſurance 8 
ever. And m 

ple ſhall dwell in a 
peaceable habitation, 
and in ſuredw ellings, 
and in quict reſting 
places. 


19. When it ſhall 
hail, coming down 
on the foreſt ; and the 
city ſhall be low in 

a low place, 


20. Blefled or: ye 
that ſow beſide all 
waters, that ſend 
forth thither the feet 
of the ox and the als, 


. 
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The treacheries and unprovoked injuries of the great 


and powerful, threatened with due chaſtiſement. 


Prayer to God for mercy, and deliverance to his peo- 


ple. The enemy deſtroyed after a moſt dreadful man- 
ner: the plunder they had wh falls into the hands 


of the Jews. The Lord to be adored as moſt juſt 


and righteous. The prevalence of wiſdom and know- 
ledge the ſtability and ſecurity of a nation. The 
country reduced to great diſtreſs and perplexity. The 


high roads dangerous to be travelled , and the cee 


land deſolate. In their great extremity the Lord 
appears to be their ſaviour, to fruſtrate the deſigns of 
their enemies, and bring on them a ſpeedy and entire 
run. This wonderful work to be reported far and 
near. Wicked and hypocritical profeſſors in Jeruſa- 
lem to experience the divine ſeverity. The perfect 
ſafety of the truly good and upright. Their afflicted 
aud diſtreſſed monarch ſhortly to reign in greater dig- 
nity and glory than ever; and his ſubjefts never more 
to ſee thoſe who had lately filled their minds with ſo 
much terror and horror, Jeruſalem to enjoy peace, 
health, and mercy, and her enemies to be like a ſhip 


toſſed with tempeſts, till it be wrecked and ſwallowed 


up of the waves of the ſea, 


ISA. XXxili. I, Is A. Xxxili. 1. 
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O to thee that N awful prophecy, but aSR or. 43. 


ſpoileſt, and . 88 
thou wh oe ſpoil- molt juſt threatening, es” 
ed; and dealeſt trea- am authorized to deliver as fol- 


cherouſly, and __ lows ; waſting and deſtruction 
d-altnottreacheroul- are appointed to happen to you, 
ly with thee : when 5 5 : 

hou ſhalt ceaſe to Who, in violation of all laws, 


ſpoil K k 2 | and 


1 — 
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Szcr.43.and in defiance of all the rights {poil thou fhalt be 
and liberties of mankind, have Poiled; and when 
Ila, xxxiii. thou ſhalt make an 
; invaded and deſtroyed ſo many end to deal treache. 
countries of your peaceable and rouſly, a they ſhall 
inoffenſive neighbours; who _ 8 treacheroufly 
have perfidiouſly broken the Mo 
moſt folemn treaties in heaping 
miſeries upon thoſe who have 
moſt ſacredly periormed their 
engagements: when the Al- 
mighty, in the courſe of his pro- 
vidence, fhall be pleaſed to put 
a ſtop to theſe infamous pro- 
ceedings, they ſhall be abun- - 
dantly retaliated, and what you 
have meted to others be meaſur- 
ed to you again. 
2 This the prophets have re- 2. O Lord, be 
vealed to us, and for our ſup- Mem no wwe 
— 
port we do fully depend on; be thou their am 
humbly beſeeching thee, moſt every morning, our 
gracious God, that as we are in pk mn in ths 
continual expectation, thou wilt * f eule. 
ſpeedily accompliſh the kind 
promiſe: we would, with all be- 
coming patience, wait the event, 
and requeſt and wholly rely on 
thee perpetually to guard us, 
and in a critical conjuncture in- 
terpoſe to preſerve and defend 


4 
pi 
i 


us. : | | 
3 The alarming ſound of a ge- 3: At the noiſe e 
neral commotion, ſhall as cer- 8 . 


tainly up 


= They ſhall deal, Sc. referring, as is moſt probable, to &. 
nacherib's death by the hands of his own ſons, as he was wor- 
ſuipping in the houſe of his god Nizrock, 2 Kings, xxix. 37 


ap of thyſelf che na- 
tions were ſcattered, 


4. And your ſpoil 
ſhall be gathered /7te 
the gathering of the 
caterpillar: as the 
running to and fro of 
locuſts ſhall he run 
upon them. | 


5. The Lord is ex- 
alted; for he dwel- 
leth on high, he hath 
filled Zion with judg- 
ment and righteouſ- 
neſs. 
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tainly as if it had done already, Sz cg. 43. 


ſeize the people with panicks 


with the utmoſt precipitation, 
when the angel ſhall arrive at the 
Aſhrian camp and begin the ter— 


rible ſlaughter: when it appears, 


moſt adorable Majeſty, that no 


longer a ſeeming unconcerned 
ſpectatorof their enormities, thou 
art arrayed in arms to avenge 
them on the ſeveral nations which 
conſtitute this mighty army that 
ſhall diſperſe to different quar- 


EIS. 


booty, which has in many fſuc- 
ceſsful wars been collected from 
different countries, the 7ews 
ſhall gather it together with eaſe 
in the preateſt abundance, as 
children do caterpillars, and bu- 


ry them in pits. Every man 


that goes out of the city Jeruſa- 
lem, ſhall run up and down as 
locuſts ſpread themſelves in a 
field, to gather and carry away 


: es = 
with him whatever he can find. 


Then ſhall the Gop of .1/rael 5 


be acknowledged, and his praiſes 


celebrated as the Almighty and 
Supreme Being; before whom 


the utmoſt power and pride of 


mortal man dwindles away into 


vanity and nothing; whatever 
exiſts in heaven and earth is his 


creature, ſubject to his uncon- 


K 2 troulable 


that thoſe who are able will flee e 


As to their plunder and large 4 
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Sx r. 43. troulable juriſdiction, and the 


=. fulneſs thereof what he can in- 


5 {tantly extirpate: he will diſplay 


how righteous and very faithful 
he is, and the effect, as it has a 
natural tendency to do, fill the 
city Jeruſalem with juſtice, equi- 
ty, and mercy. | 


6 And, O thou moſt exce lent 


of princes, true policy, anfl an 
admirable moſt ſubſtantial wil- 


dom ſhall eminently appear in 


thy private virtues and public 
management, ſo as to preſerve 
the ſtate in peace, fafety, and 


proſperity, or defend it in all 


emergencies. Ineſtimably dearer 
and greater ſhall his actions and 
character render him, than it is 
poſſible for him to be by means 
of all ſublunary power, or the 

greateſt multitude of riches. 
The deliverance of the Jews 
ſhall be a very ſeaſonable one 
from the moſt imminent danger; 
previous to it men of the greateſt 
courage ſhall be to that degree 
diſtreſſed, as to exalt their voices 
in the open ſtreets with the bit- 
| | tereſt 


b Thy times, &c. Hezekiah ſeems here directly addreſſed, 

c Ambaſſadors, &c. 2 Kings, xviii. 14, 37. tis ſaid they te. 
turned with their clothes rent, &c. Hezebiah moſt humbly in- 
treats of an haughty tyrant conditions of peace, 2 Kings xix.1. 
He goes up to the temple having his clothes rent and coverel 
with ſackcloth ; afterwards many brought preſents to him, 2 
Chron, xxxii. 23. The variations of human life are here ob. 
ſervable, and to what viciſſitudes the great lords of this work 


themſelves are liable, | 


6. And wiſdon 
and knowledge ſhall 
be the ſtability of b 
thy times, aw 
ſtrength of ſalvation: 
the fear of the Logy 
is his treaſure, 


7. Behold their 
valiant ones ſhall cry 
without: o the ambal- 
ſadors of peace ſhall 
weep bitterly. 


S. .:5 


their 
| cry 
nbal- 
{hall 


8. The highways 
lie waſte, the way- 
faring man ceaſeth ; 
he hath broken the 
covenant, he hath 
deſpiſed the cities, 
he reg: ardeth no man. 


09; The earth 
mourneth and lan- 
guiſheth; Lebanon is 
aſhamed, and hewn 
down : Sharon 1s like 
a wilderneſs, and Ba- 
ſhan and Carmel 
thake off their fruit. 
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who are diſpatched to treat on 
terms of peace, when they re- 
turn unſucceſsful, ſhall bedew 
their mournful faces with briny 
tears, 


The country all around is ing 


a molt deſolate and ruinous con- 
dition; and the roads ſo broken 
up with heavy Carriages, or in- 


feſted with parties of the foldiery, 


that there is no travelling them 
with ſafety. As to the Alyrian 
general, though he ſtipulates for 
a certain ſum to withdraw his 


troops, and it be punctually paid 


him, yet he will proceed to com- 


mit hoſtilities: the meſſengers 
of ſeveral cities that were diſ- 
patched to propoſe conditions of 


peace, he hath treated with con- 
tempt and inſult, as if determin- 
ed to exert his utmoſt force of 
arms to level them with the 
ground; he gives no tokens of 
love or fear, pity or common 


humanity, that either ſex or age, 


place or rank, can build theleaſt 


hopes on. 

The whole land, as if endu-g 
ed with the quickeſt A 
how lamentably it is ſpoiled and 
waſted, may not improperly be 
ſaid to mourn and languiſh : 


Lebanon, now its loftieſt trees 


are cut down, to be aſhamed of 
its nakedneſs ? as to either man 


LET. or 


11. 
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Sgr. 43. or beaſt that ſhall frequent it, 
Sharon is quite deſolate; and 
„xm thoſe moſt pleaſant and fruitful 
places reſemble a tree that is 
perfectly ſtript of its foliage, 
and every thing belonging to it, 
that was either ornamental or 
uſeful. | 
io My people experience the ex- 10. Now will [ 
tremity of miſery, neither do riſe, faiththe Lokp: 
b 555 now will I be exalt- 
their enemy's inſults and out- d, now will 116 
rages know any bounds ; this, up myſelf. 
therefore, is the critical conjunc- - 
ture, ſaith the Lord, that I will 
ariſe to aſcend my tribunal for 
judgment, to aſſert my peculiar 
right in this diſtreſſed nation, 
and to vindicate myſelf as their 
ſovereign protector and avenger: 


now ſhall my almighty power 
be moſt gloriouſly diſplayed in | : 
the compleat overthrow of their , 


proudeſt adverſary, As God 
my ſupreme perfection ſhall be aſ- 
ſerted, and my univerſal domi- 
nion undeniably ; roved. 
11 & 12 The event, O ye Afprian bra- II. Ye ſhall con. 
vadoes and vain boaiters, ſhall ons 3 hve 
b bring forth ftubble; 
be qulte the reverſe of your ſan- your breath as d fire 
guine hopes; and your expedi- ſhall devour you. 


tion againſt this ancient city be 2 7 8 85 1 7 
: the Pic ſhall be as the tu 
burn- thi 

| | | an 

d Fire, &c. The apoſtle has been interpreted as alluding in WI 
the 1 Cor. iii. 15, to this paſſage: To be ſaved as by fire, as a wh 
bran plucied out of the burning, are proverbial expreſſions that da 
denote a narrow eſcape from extreme danger; but the phraſes __ 


here denote the utter defeat, diſappointed hopes, and total over- 
throw of the public enemies of the Jewifh nation. 


1 
fr 


ON- 
ball 
le; 


fire 


)20- 


the 
urn- 


g in 
as a 
that 
aſes 
Ver- 


burn ings of lime: as 
horns cut up Hall 


they he burnt in the 


4 
Are. 


13, Hear ye that 


are far off what I 
have done, and ye 
that are near acknow- 
jedge my might, 


14. The ſinners in 


Zion are afraid, fear- 


fulneſs hath ſurprized 
the hypocrites: who 
among us ſhall dwell 


witha devouring fire? 


who among us ſhall 
dwell with everlaſt- 
ing burnings ? 
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the occaſion of your entire def. 


are burnt and driven away, ſo 
ſhall your own ſchemes utterly 
conſume you; as a fire is kind- 


led by blowing it, ſo ſhall the 


indignation of the Almighty be 


to the higheſt degree incenſed 
by your fury and madneſs; as 
hard chalk-ſtones are burnt into 
lime in kilns, ſo ſhall the Lord 
exhauſt the itrength and courage 
of the moſt gallant ſoldier in the 
Aſſyrian camp : as thorns that are 
cut up and deprived of moiſture 
ſhall preſently take fire and blaze 
away, ſo ſhall they be ſuddenly 
and irreparably deſtroyed. 
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truction: as chaff and ſtubble >= 


Ifa. xxxiii 


11 & 12 


Ye remoteſt countries that the 13 


dreadful report can reach, heark- 
en and ſeriouſly conſider this 
wonderful work of an Infinite 
Being; and neighbouring nations 
who live nearer the ſcenes of ac- 


tion, from your more perfect 


knowledge confeſs and admire, 
ſaith the Lord, a moſt tremen- 
dous diſplay of my matchleſs 
Omnipotence. 

Ungodly and immoral inha- 
bitants of Feruſalem, that are 
eye-witneſſes of this tragical af- 
fair, and conſcious what they 
deſerve, will tremble to think 
what may happen : the formal 
and hypocritical profeſſors be 


14 


ſtruck with terror, and ready to 


inter- 
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Sxor. 43. interpret ſuch ſeverity as enough 
to deter them from all offices of 
1 5 : 

14 religious devotion: in fo many 
words declaring, who among us 
is out of danger, that dwells 
where there are ſuch rigorous 
proceedings of devouring fire ? 
who can aſſure himſelf that ſuch 

terrible executions ſhall not be 

continued, and in his turn he 
ſhall be burnt up as well as 

__ thoſe who are already conſumed? 

15&16 As to theſe fearful apprehen- 
ſions, the ungodly and hypocri- 
tical are themſelves only culpa- 
ble for whatever they may ſutter; 
though our Gud is ſaid to be 
Jealous and. a conſuming fire, 
yet it is only to the wicked and 
impenitent : the man who leads 
an holy and good life may dwell 
with him in perfect ſafety ; he 
provokes him not, he has no- 
thing to fear from his wrath, 
the tenour of whole life is con- 
formable to his laws ; all whoſe 
expreſſions ſhewthegenuinegood 
meaning of an honeſt and ſincere 
heart; who rejects what gains 
might acrew to him from op- 
preſſion or extortion, who dil- 
dains to hold in his hands what 
would bias his judgment, or 
corrupt his integrity to betray 
the cauſe of the innocent: who will 
not bear to hear ſo much as the 
mention of violence or fraud, nor 

| open 


15. He that walk- 
eth righteouſly and 
ſpeaketh uprightly, 
he that deſpiſeth the 
gain of oppreſſion, 


that ſhaketh his hands 


from holding of 
bribes, that ſtoppeth 
his ears from hearing 
of blood, and ſhut- 
teth his eyes from 
ſeeing evil. 

16. He ſhall dwell 
on high, his place ot 
defence /hall be the 
munition of rocks, 
bread ſhall be given 
him, his waters ſha; 
be ſure, | 
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open his eyes to ſee what might SET. 43. 
tempt him to do evil and miſ- =o 
3 . A. XXALLIL 
chief, himſelf nor yet countenance 16 
and be acceſſary to it in others. 
His character 1s reſpectable, and 
his behaviour exemplary from 
the contrary of all theſe; and he 
is perfectly ſecure from all harm, 
as he could be from the attack 
of an enemy in ſome impregna- 
ble fort, erected on inacceffible 
ragged rocks; ; neither has he oc- 
caſion to be at all anxious that 
he ſhould not be ſupplied with 
every thing neceſſary for the 
ſupport of life, and for its ac- 
commodation and convenience. 

17. Thine eyes O thou ineſtimable man and 17 
ſhall fee the king in true patriot, though his preſent 
his beauty : they thall : 
behold the land that Condition be enough deplorable, 
is very far off, thou ſhall receive an extreme 

pleaſure in beholding the king's 
moſt excellent Majeſty, ſhining 
out again with a peculiar beauty 
and ſplendour ; travelling ſhall 
alſo be free from danger to the 
remoteſt parts of the land of 
Judea, and if occaſion require, 
into foreign countries, | 

18. Thine heart With an extreme ſatisfaction 18 
ſhall meditate terror: that they are now no more, ſhall 
Re is the ſcribe? thou reflect on thoſe calamitous 

here 7s the receiv- 
er? Where 5 he that ſeaſons, when nothing but ſcenes 
counted the towers ? Of horror preſented themſelves ; 

ſaying, what is now become of 

all the great officers in the A- 

rian army * ? where is the mufter- 
maſter, 
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Q & 4 F* 4 — T5 (23 > {9 , 1 7. een * 9 VE 7 L, * 
8 ECT. 4 alter, . * Day- mater, and ne 
Cal og 4 ; 
* An r 1 Pas . 
aſe} © ngineer that Tut rYEVv en His BY Itt- 
IIa. xxxi 11 8 : 


18 ications, and directed where bat 

teries were to be a Or 

aſſaults made? | 15 | 
I9 They ſhall be flain or dif- 10 Lhouſnalt not 


perſed, ſo that thou ſhalt not {<< + "<<< people, 
Sople ot 2a. deepe 

fee a people putting on the fierceſt foe 1 1 
Lis SEALER SHARE LJ 

and moſt terrible forms return to perceive ; of « lam 


diſturb or afiright thee : a peo- mering tongue, lt 
le of a more guttural, rough 3 os not under: 

and coarſe dialect than thou canſt 

eaſily perceive their meaning; 

of an imperfect and outlandiſh 

pronunciation that thou canſt 

not know what their words fig- 

nity. 

29 It is wonderiully preſerved, 20. Look upon 
and 1n tran{ports you may direct Zion the city of our 
your eyes to Zion; or to the ci- folemnities: thine 

. . eyes ſhall fee Jeruſa- 
ty of which this mount is a part, lem a quiet habits 
where the great and bleſſed God tion, a tabernacle that 
hath generouſly appointed his ſhall not be taken 

people to aſſemble, and with ee ee . 

akes thereof ſhall 
united hearts perform tie removed 
nities of his worſhip : the inha- neither ſhall any of 
bitants of Teruſalem may again the cords thereof be 
lead peaceable quiet lives in all broken. 

ſafety, godlineſs, and honeſty ; 

as the tabernacle was formerly, 

the temple ſhall long continue 

to be the ſettled reſidence of the 

ſacred emblems and divine pre- 

ſence ; the foundation ſhall ſtand 

firm and immoveable, neither 


hall any of its ſupports fail or 
give way. 


Though 


21. But chere the 


glorious Lord will be 
unto us a place of 
broad rivers and 
fireams, wherein ſhall 
go no galley with 
Cars, neither ſhall 
oallant ſhip paſs 
thereby. 


22 & 23. For the 
Lord is our judge, the 
Lord is our lawgiver, 
the Lord is our king, 
he will ſave us. Thy 
tacklings are looſed, 
ey could not well 
ſtrengthen their maſt, 
they could not ſpread 
the ſail ; then is the 
prey of a great ſpoil 
divided, the lame 
take the prey. 
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Though our city lies not near SE CT. 43 


the ſea, nor is ſurrounded with a- 
Iſa. xxxiii 


21 


navigable river that might be a 
defence, and that might open a 
way for our enemies to beſiege 
us, yet we are favoured with a 
more perfect ſecurity in the pro- 
tection of the Almighty, than 
the broadeſtrivers, or the ſtrong- 
eſt currents could afford : nei- 
ther without his permiſſion ſhall 
any veſſel, whether ſmall or 
great, be able to paſs by us and 
interrupt our tranquility or diſ- 
turb our repoſe. 


Our hopes are well-grounded, 22 & 24 


and our relation and connection 
ſo ſtrong with the Almighty and 
Supreme Being, that if we fear 
and ſerve him, we may conſider 
all his immenſe and everlaſting 
attributes as engaged for our 
ſafety and welfare. He is our 


judge, our lawgiver, and our 


king, therefore we are infallibly 
certain to be preſerved, What 
haſt thou to expect then, impor- 
tant and molt arrogant Aſſyrian, 
in whatever veſſel thou ſaileſt to 
attack us, but ſhipwreck and 
ruin? A tempeituous ſea; tack- 
ling out of order ; the maſt not 
to ſtand upright; mariners not 
make uſe of the ſails; and your 
plunder, taken from other na- 
tions, to be divided amongſt the 
Jews, and ſo conſiderable, that 

the 
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24 


Seer. a Br 


ET XXX1V 
+ 


a criticiſm on this xxxiv. chap. and the xxxv. His Lordibip 
underſtands it as one ſimple w ole poem, Its exordium mag- 


A PARAPHRASE en ibs 


the hardy and itrong cannot car- 
ry it all away, but a large ſhare 
is left for the weak and flower 
aced. | 
Notwithſtanding the cloſeneſs 24. And the inba- 
and ſeverity of the fiege, there 5 2s wot lay, 
ſhall be no occaſion to com- dar dell people 
that dwell therein 
plain of ill-health among the in- ſhall be forgiven their 
habitants; and whatever their iniquity. 
ſins have deſerved, they ſhall be 
ſo ſenſible of them, and ſincerely 


Penitent, that they ſhall be for- 
given, and no further puniſhed. 


ERA P. XXXXIV. SECT. XIV. 


The nations ſummoned to hear the exterminating Juds- 
ments intended to be executed upon the enemies of 
God's people : particularly the Edomites, Theſe 
Judgments deſeribed in ſtrong and emphatic terms, 
The deſtruftion to reſeinble that of Sodom and Go- 
morrah. No princes or nobles remaining to under- 
take the government. This prophecy to be read, 
when it ſhall take place, to fee how exattly corre- 
ſpondent the dreadful event is to the prediction. 


ISA, XXXIV, I. Is A. Xxxiv. I. ni 
The prophet of the moſt high OME e near, ye ſp 
God, am charged with a 5 0 
and hearken ye peo- tic 

moſt important awful meſſage, ple: let the eart as 
and do require, in his name, the hear, and all that i 


p reſence | therein 


e Come near, &c. A prelate, alike eminent far learning, ge- 
nius, and goodneſs, I mean the Biſhop of Oxford, hath written 


nificent, 


eo- 
rth 
15 


ten 


and all things that 
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therein, the world, preſence and attendance of allSzcr.44. 


mankind ; O ye nations, then =—>—— 
q a. XXXI1V 


me forth of 1t. | ; 
3s draw near to be acquainted, an 


bend your ears to hear and know: 

let this whole habitable earth, 

with whatever ſprings from and 

is ſuſtained by it, give a moſt 

| diligent cloſe attention to what 
„ dig. {hall be delivered. _ : 

nition of the Lord The dreadful ſentence is Pro- 2 

#5 UPON all nations; nounced, and ſhall as certainly 

and its fury upon be executed, as if your eyes at 

all their armies; he this inſtant were witneſſes of the 

hath utterly deſtroy- ; 

„ them; he hathf tragical event: the human race 

delivered them to the in general are ſo corrupted, as 

ſlaughter. in a very high degree to incenſe 

the Almighty ; his wrath is Kin- 

dled, and ready to conſume their 

armies and largeſt collective bo- 

dies; a complete ruin is deſign- 

ed, and deadly ſtrokes of an ir- 

reparable and univerſal ſlaughter 

to which they ſhall be conſigned. 

3. Their flain alſo Further marks of an entire 3 

ſhall be caſt out; and deteſtation ſhall be ſhewed by 

their denying 


- nificent, its amplification conſiſting of the choiceft variety of 


ſplendid images ; its illuſtration by a compleat victory and 
laughter of an enemy; then it riſes as if the world's diſſolu- 
tion was to be exhibited in images taken from the Moſaic chaos: 
a general ſacrifice, farther is introduced to diſplay the dreadful 
affair, and the overthrow of Szdom, Trel. Acad. Sac. Poeſ. Heb. 
p. 266 - 277. 5 
Delivered, in the ſecond verſe in the original, is given, 
granted, appointed : Idumza, in the 5th verſe, the learned Dr. 
Alix thinks, muſt either ſignify the Idumeans who joined Se- 
nackerib, or muſt be a new prophecy, and point at the deſtruc- 


tion of this people by Nebuckadnzzzar, a little after he had 


taken Jeruſalem. 
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denying them thoſe funeral ſo- their tink ſhall come 
lemnities which ſeem to belong to = 4 "bin Car 

. 5 5 f Il ca: eS, ànd the moun- 
thedignĩity o uman nature; like tains ſhall be melted 
the carcaſſes of brute beaſts, the with their blood. 
multitudes of their ſlain ſhall be | 
unburied, and the putrefaction 
infect the very air : the moun- 
tains far from affording any 


| ſhelter, ſhall ſeem melted into 


blood, from the incredible quan- 
tity that is ſhed there, and ſhall 
pour down in torrents from their 
exalted heights. 


4 Their condition ſhall ſeem ſo 4. And all the, 


diſmal, F ſtage hoſts of heaven ſhali 


be diſſolved, and the 
was come, the ſun, moon and e, raltbe rot. 


ſtars going to be diſſolved, and (d together as 2 
the whole fabric to be rolled ſcroll : and all their 
together like a writing in a parch- bots ſhall fall down, 


R : as the leaf falleth 
ment, that nothing more is to be ir from the vine, 


ſeen of it; as if ſtars and planets and as a fallen fs 
had deſerted their ranks, or from the fig- tres. 
were fallen from their orbs, ſo 

as 


F 


8 He of Heaven, &c. not to be taken literally as if Pabylmn 
ſhould be razed to the ground, its inhabitants maſſacred by the 
Medes, and its ruin attended with the entire deſtruction of hea- 
ven and earth; only that dreadful calamities ſhould befal certain 
people, and their enemies ſhew them no compaſſion: this is all 
that the Orzientals, Greeks, Latin, and Arabians mean, even at 
this day, by theſe lofty expreſſions. Plato, Homer, and Aicu 
in Cicero, deſcribing their own calamitous times, ſay, they be- 
heved there was no more ſun in the world; and an Arabian 
ſpeaking of a conſiderable misfortune having befallen a man, 
ſays, his heaven is fallen io the earth, or turned to earth. Mai- 
moniges gives a reaſon for this manner of expreſſion, from the 
effects of proſperity or adverſity on the mind of man: thus 
Iſaiah xxx. 26. is explained to repreſent only the happineſs of 
the Jeus, under their king Hezekiah, Morch. Ne voc. p. 2. I. 29. 


ne 
r- 
n 
ed 


z. For my ſword 
ſhall bebathed in hea- 
ven; behold it ſhall 
come down upon 
Idumea, and upon 
the people of my 
curſe to judgment, 


6. The ſword of 
the Lo RD is h filled 
with blood; it is 
made fat with fatnefs, 


and with the blood of 


lambs and goats, with 
the fat of kidneys of 
rams; for the Lo RD 
hath a ſacrifice in 
bozrah, and a great 


ſlaughter in the land 
of dumea. 


Vor. I. 
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as to be no longer of any uſe; SECT. 44. 


like the withered leaf from the 
vine, or ſhrivelled fig from the 
fig- tree. . 
Tis irreverſibly determined, 
ſaith the moſt high God, that 
vengeance ſhall be taken and ex- 
traordinary judgments executed. 


My ſword ſhall be bathed in the 


4 


blood of mine irreclaimable ad- 
verſaries, it ſhall fall with re- 


doubled fury upon the inveterate 


enemies of my people the cruel 


Edomites: that wicked nation 
that I have accurſed as in the 
higheſt degree invidious: and 
all other groſs offenders ſhall be 
devoted to irretrievable de- 
ſtruction. | 
Such multitudes ſhall be ſlain, 
that the ſword of the Lord ſhall. 
be, as it were, filled and all over 
beſmeared with blood; made 
fat with rioting in fat things, 


Q\ 


namely, the blood of lambs and 


goats, with.the kidneys of rams; 
or the ſlaughter of all ranks of 
people: as a moſt ſolemn feſti- 
val is kept, and beaſts without 
number are ſacrificed, ſo hath 
the Almighty unalterably re- 
ſolved, to deſtroy and not to 


ſpare in Bozrah, the chief city 


Tak | of 


h I: filled, &c, The expreſſion is figurative and very empha- 
tie: the ſword is, as it were animated, to drink plentifully and 
to be made fat. By the ſame figure of ſpeech arrows are ſdid to 
be mad: drunk, and the ſword to devour fleſh, 


— 
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A PARAPHRASE en the 
SR Or. A. of Idumea, and throughout the 


adjacent country. | 
Not only the lower orders ſhall 


7 feel the terrible effects of his ex- 


treme diſpleaſure, but the moſt 
opulent, ſtrong and valiant ſhall 
be humbled to the duſt ; and 
their land, as it is refreſhed with 
plentiful rains, ſhall be drenched 
in blood, as with the richeſt ma- 
nure : the drieſt part of it ſhall 


be fattened with the gore and fat 


of their pampered bodies. 


$ Thecataſtrophe muſt be great, 
or the ſcenes truly tragical and 


ſhocking, for it is the time ap- 
pointed by the Almighty to take 
vengeance on thoſe deluded crea- 
tures whoſe idols have long in- 
ſulted his Supreme Majeſty: the 
diſmal year when he will abun- 
dantly recompence them for the 
injuries they have done his peo- 
ple, and give a final deciſion of 
the controverſy of Zion for the 
evils and miſchiefs, whether in 
civil or religious affairs, its in- 
habitants have ſuſtained by them. 


9 The ruin ſhall be irreparable, 


and the indignation of the eter- 
nal Being moſt evidently appear 
in its entire deſolation; as when 
he overthrew Sodom and Gomo- 
rab: the ſtream or land of Boz- 
rab, with the cities of the IAdu- 
means being ſet on fire, ſhall 
burn till they are parched, and 

{IL MAG1L quite 


7. And the uni. 
corns ſhall come 
down with them, and 
the bullocks with the 
bulls, and their lang 
ſhall be ſoaked with 
blood, and their duf 
made fat with fat- 
neſs, 


8. For it 7s the 
day of the Loxy' 
vengeance, and the 
year of recompences 
for the- controverſy 
of Zion, 


9. And the fiream 
thereof ſhall be turn- 
ed -into pitch, and 
the duſt thereof into 
brimſtone, and the 
land thereof ſhall be- 
come burning pitch, 


uni- 
ome 
and 
h the 
land 
with 
duſt 
fat- 


the 
RD's 
the 
nces 


rerſy 


Ube⸗ 


itch, 


10. It ſhall not be 


quenched night nor 


day, the ſmoke there- 
of ſhall go up for 
ever: from genera- 
tion to generation it 
ſhall lie waſte, none 
ſhall paſs through it 
for ever and ever. 


11. But the cor- 
morant and the bit- 
tern ſhall poſſeſs it, 


the owl alfo and the 


raven ſhall dwell in 
it, and he ſhall i 
ſtretch out upon it 


the line of confu- 
ſion, and the ſtones 


of emptineſs. 


12. They ſhall call 
the nobles thereof to 
the kingdom, but 
none fhall be there, 
and all her princes 


ſhall be nothing. 
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quite conſumed, like melted 

pitch and liquid brimſtone. 
The. wrath of Heaven, like 

an unquenchable fire, Thall con- 


EB 
SECT.44. 
— 
Ifa. xxxiv 
10 


tinually rage againſt them: in 


cloudy pillars the ſmoke ſhall 
long aſcend ; for a ſucceſſion of 


ages it ſhall lie in ſuch a waſted 


condition, as to be forſaken of 
its inhabitants, and a mere de- 
ſart. | 

The country ſhall become 
mooriſh and fenny, ſo as to be 
frequented by water-fowls ; 
gloomy and ſolitary, ſo as to be 
poſſeſſed by the midnight owl 
and croaking raven. As ar- 
chitects intending to pull down a 
building, proceed in the diffe- 
rent parts vy line and level, till 
the whole is demoliſhed, then 
uſe proper inſtruments for ren- 
dering the ground plain and e- 


qual: ſo ſhall the /dumean towns 
be utterly ſubverted, never re- 


built, marked out for abſolute 


II 


deſtruction, for ever abandoned 


to emptineſs, diſorder and con- 


fuſion. 


In this wretched and deſperate 
condition of affairs, no one that 
is in any degree capable of do- 


12 


ing it, ſhall be willing to under- 


take the adminiſtration; they 


Tt 0 ſhall 


i Stretch out, &c. The reſult of any attempt in Edem to re- 
build is repreſented by the prophet Malaclli, chap. i. 4. 
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— perſons of high rank and cha- 
Iſa. xxx1v 
12 


13, 14, 


| A ParRAPHBRASE on the 
SE CT. 44. all diligently enquire for ſome 


racter; but they ſhall find none; 
or none that will chuſe to be 
concerned; and all the royal 
progeny ſhall either be ſlain, or 
reduced to the loweſt degree of 
ſtraights and difficulties. 

Where - ſplendid houſes and 


15, & 16. royal palaces ſtood, briars and 


thorns ſhall ſhoot up; nettles, 
brambles, and all manner of 


_ weeds in the ſtrong and lofty 


towers ; and the whole land in 
the ſtate of ruin and deſolation 
to which it is reduced, ſhall be 
a proper habitation for dragons 
or ſerpents; and her ſtately halls 
where princes uſed to meet, a 
court for owls or oftriches. 
The wild beaſts of the wilder- 
neſs ſhall there meet, and as it 
were, aſſociate with the wild 
beaſts that come from the iſland ; 
and the ſhaggy, horned, and clo- 
ven-footed goats, ſhall utter 
doleful horrible cries for his fel- 
low goat to anſwer: there ſhall 
be none leit of the human race 
to diſturb her, but the ſcreech- 
owl may reſt molt ſecure there. 


The great ow! ſhall find there a 


ſettled abode, to make her. neſt, 
lay her eggs, hatch them, and 
gather her young under her 
wings: there alſo ſhall the vul- 


tures 


13. And thorns 


ſhall come up in her 


palaces, nettles and 


brambles in the fort- 
reſſes thereof, and it 
ſhall be an habitation 
of dragons, and a 
court for owls, 

14. The wild beaſts 
of the deſert ſhall al- 
ſo meet with the wild 
beaſts of the iſland, 
and the ſatyr ſhall 
cry to his fellow, the 
ſcreech owl alſo ſhall 
reſt there, and find 
for herſelf a place of 
reſt, | 

15. There fhall 
the great owl make 
her neſt, and lay and 
hatch, and gather un- 
der her ſhadow: 
there ſhall the vul- 
tures alſo be gathered 
every one with her 
mate, 

16. Seek ye out of 
the book of the 
Lord, and read: no 
one of theſe ſhall fail, 
none ſhall want her 
mate, for my mouth 
it hath commanded, 
and his ſpirit it Bath 
gathered. 


17. And he hath 
caſt the lot for them, 
and his hand hath di- 
vided it unto them 
by line: they ſhall 
poſſeſs it for ever, 
from generation to 
generation ſhall they 
dwell therein. 
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tures be gathered to pair, theSECT.44. 


— xc 
male and female. When the Yo 
dreadful times come, which I;,, 13. 


have now . foretold, the event 15 & 16 


ſhall be perfectly anſwerable, 
there ſhall not be one of the 
beaſts and birds wanting with 
his mate to breed and infeſt the 
whole country; for, ſaith the 
Lord, I have charged my pro- 


phet to let you know, that L 
have appointed this before it 


happen; and it is truly his 
Almighty power, .that by a 
ſecrer inſtinct or certain ſagacity, 
implanted in them, hath direct- 
ed all the above creatures to ga- 
ther together. 


As certainly as he gave the land r 


of Canaan to the Fews, to be 
parcelled out in diſtinct lots a- 
mong their ſeveral tribes ; ſo 
certainly hath he diſpoſed of the 


land of Idamea to the above 
brute animals, and affigned each 


their portion, for them to enjoy 


in perpetuity, never to be diſ- 


poſſeſſed of them. 


The End of the FixsT VOLUME. 
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